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MEMOIRS OF HIS LORDSHIP'S LIFE 


YOLUME THE FIRST, 


Ipſe enim familize ſua quaſi ornamenta ac monumenta ſervabant, 
et ad uſum, fi quis ejuſdem generis cecidiſſet, et ad memoriam 
laudum domeſticarum, et ad illuſtrandam nobilitatem ſuam, 

5 Cictro. 


Memoirs from thoſe of Philip de Comines, down to the innumer- 
able ones in the reign of Lewis XIV, have been of great ule, 
and thrown great light upon particular parts of Hiſtory, 

5 CREiSTERFIELD, 


| 


"OF 


ji 


(ii 


| 


1 


Mi 


ll 
| 


| 


0 


wy 


L 


5 


N 


* 


1 


SIX 
SR IAL 


LITE 


I 


2 
24 


- 


al 


TH 7 22 


EAI 


of 44744 2 


al 


TEE 


- 


1 


14s, ales 


2 


" 
ill 


"A 


7 


F | 


* 


* 5 


74 


0 
| 


100 


0 
my 


| 


8 
U 


j 


jl 


fs n 


AP! 


the Or 


, U 


＋ 


ii. 


MISCELLANEOUS WORKS 


oF THE LATE x 
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LETTERS O HIS FRIENDS, 
NEVER BEFORE PRINTED, AND VARIOUS OTHER ARTICLES. 


T O WHICH ARE PREFIXED, 


MEMOIRS OF HIS LIFE, 


TENDING To ILLUSTRATE 


THE CIVIL, LITERARY, AND POLITICAL 


HISTORY OF HIS TIME. 
By M, MA T , M. D. 
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TO THE 


COUNTESS OF CHESTERFIELD, 
Se. Kc. Kc. 


MADAM, 


T was Doctor MaTy's ambition to preſent theſe 

volumes to your Ladyſhip. Had he for- 
tunately lived to put the finiſhing hand to them, 
your Ladyſhip might have expected from his pen 
an addreſs worthy of your virtues and diſtinguiſhed 
character. : 


94 3 For 


on 


For myſelf, Mapam, I can preſume no further 
than to offer my humble acknowledgements to your 
Ladyſhip for permitting me, in Doctor Mary's 
name, to place this work under your patronage. 


I have the honour to be, 
with the greateſt reſpect, 
MADAM, 
Your Ladyfhip's moſt humble 
and molt obedicnt ſervant, 
2 Palace-Yard, | J. O. JUSTAMOND. 


Feb. 1, 1777. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


| Ra is proper to acquaint the Reader, that Doctor 
Maty left the five firſt Sections of theſe Memoirs 


complete, excepting the omiſſion of a few paſſages 


and ſome notes. He alſo left a rough draught of 


part of the laſt Section, and heads for the remainder. 


The reſt has been ſupplied by the Editor, 
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LORD CHESTERFIELD. 


FAT ROD VEST IQ MN 
ITT hath long been a matter of doubt with me, 

whether the following undertaking will tend to pro- 
mote the benefit of mankind, which ought to be the 
object of every writer: for, though it cannot be de- 
nied that hiſtory hath been chiefly founded on the 
authority of contemporary relations, and authentic 
memoirs, yet it is no leſs certain, and hath often been 


: lamented [1], that nothing hath contributed more to 


—_—_— — 


[ 1] Several of the Roman writers have owned this. 
Livy, in particular, expreſſes himſelf in the following 
manner: Vitiatam memoriam funebribus laudibus 
e reor, falſiſque imaginum titulis, dum familiæ ad ſe 
c quzque famam rerum geſtarum honorumque fal- 
lente mendacio trahunt. Inde certe et ſingulorum 


geſta, et publica monumenta rerum confuſa.“ 
Liv. VIII. 40. 


render 
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render hiſtorical truth ſuſpected, than diſguiſed ac- 
counts of facts by intereſted ſtateſmen, and falſe repre- 


ſentations of characters and motives by prejudiced or 
mercenary writers. 


The improper uſe, however, which hath been 
made of ſuch materials cannot be urged as a ſufficient 
reaſon for depriving poſterity of the advantages which 
may be derived from them, even though they may 
be imperfect, and in ſome inſtances ſuſpicious. It is 
from the number and variety of private memoirs, and 
the colliſion of oppoſite teſtimonies, that the judi- 
cious reader is enabled to ſtrike out light, and find 
his way through that darkneſs and confuſion, in which 
he is at firſt involved. Who cannot but regret that nei- 
ther the Cato nor the Anti-Cato have been tranſmitted 
to us? Who doth not wiſh that Cæſar had lived to 
finiſh his commentaries, and that Pompey's ſons, in- 
ſtead of fighting their father's cauſe, had employed 
themſelves in writing his life? What a valueble 
legacy would Cicero have left us, if, inſtead of ſome 
of his philoſophical works, he had written the memoirs 
of his own times! or how much would Tyro, . to 
whom poſterity is ſo much indebted for the preſerva- 
tion of his maſter's letters, have increaſed that obliga- 
tion, if, from his own knowledge, he had connected 
and explained them! The life of Agricola, by his 


ſon-in-law Tacitus, is undoubtedly one of the moſt 


precious monuments of antiquity, Even remote 
biographers, ſuch as Cornelius Nepos [ 2 |, Suetonius, 


mt i. 
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[2] In his life of Atticus, indeed, he holds a much 
ſuperior rank, for he was his cotemporary. 


and 
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g and Plutarch, convey more exact repreſentations of 
; perſons and facts, than compilers, or writers of abridg- 
ments, ſuch as Paterculus, Florus, and Juſtin ; and 
to come nearer to our times, the Comines, Sullys, 
Clarendons, and Ludlows, will continue to ſurvive 
the Daniels, D'Orleans, Oldmixons, and Guthries. 

But beſides this general utility, which public hiſtory 
derives from private authorities, other advantages, 
perhaps no leſs important, may be obtained from 
them. It is from obſerving different individuals, 
that we may be enabled to draw the outlines of that 
extraordinary complicated being, man. The cha- 
racteriſtics of any country or age muſt be deduced 
from the ſeparate characters of perſons, who, however 
diſtinguiſhable in many reſpects, {till preſerve a fa- 
mily likeneſs. From the life of almoſt any one indi- 
vidual, but chiefly from the lives of ſuch eminent 
men as ſeemed deſtined to enlighten or to adorn fo- 
ciety, inſtructions may be drawn, ſuitable to every 
capacity, rank, age, or ſtation. Young men aſpiring 
to honors cannot be too aſſiduous in tracing the 
means by which they were obtained: by obſerving 
with what difficulty they were preſerved, they will be 
appriſed cf their real value, eſtimate the riſks of the 
* purchaſe, and diſcover frequent diſappointment in 
the poſſeſſion. 

It is not my province to determine, whether the 
memoirs of lord Cheſterfield will anſwer theſe ſeveral 
purpoſes. I profeſs, however, they were written with 
that view. The tranſactions of the two laſt reigns 
are ſo recent, that general hiſtory cannot yet relate 
them with faithfulneſs and accuracy. But materials 


ſhould 
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% 
ſhould now be collected, characters ſhould be drawn, 
while they are till freſh in the memory of the living, 
and anecdotes ſnould be ſnatched from the deſtructive 
hands of time and oblivion. I do not preſume to 
have penetrated into the ſanctuary, nor can I venture 
to promiſe that I ſhall always be able to come at the 
truth; ſome ſecrets may, and perhaps muſt, remain 
for ever undiſcloſed. Thoſe, who are poſſeſſed of 
better informations, may be incited by this attempt 
to communicate their knowledge to the public. 

How happy ſhould I have been, had this under- 
taking been honored with the earl's own aſſiſtance [3]! 
Could 


— 2 
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[3] In a converſation which I had with his lord- 
ſhip, ſoon after his election into the French academy 
of inſcriptions and belles lettres, I mentioned, as it was 
not unlikely that I might be called upon to ſend to 
His new affociates ſome account of his life, it were to 
be wiſhed, that he would furniſh me with materials 
for ſuch a taſk. This he thought fit to decline, 
though not averſe from the propoſal. His lordſhip 
modeftly added, that few or no lives could ſtand the 
teſt of minute examination. Yet I have reaſon to 
believe, that he had himſelf ſome intention of this 
kind, and was perhaps at that very time employed in 
the undertaking, The biſhop of Waterford, his 
chaplain and friend, expreſſes his ſurpriſe that nothing 


| ould have been found among the late earl's papers 


concerning the hiſtory of his own times. His lord- 
<& ſhip,” he ſays, © repeated to him more than once, 
that he was writing it, as far as his memory (which 
| - 3%" Was 


| you dare. 


ert ser 

Could my pen, as I wiſhed, have been directed by his 
maſterly hand, poſterity would have received a work 
more worthy of its attention. As the difficulty of the 
taſk excited my induſtry, I have ſuppoſed myſelf un- 
der the inſpection of lord Cheſterfield's piercing eye, 
commanded by him to ſpeak the truth without ma- 
lignancy and without extenvation; and as no man 
knew better than himſelf, that perfection or pure 


virtue never was the lot of humanity, I have not 


ſcrupled to add ſome ſhades to my colors. 
To throw theſe memoirs into ſome kind of order, 


I have divided them into fix parts, or ſections. The 


firſt contains the early periods of lord Cheſterfield's 
life, and extends to his twentieth year, or to the death 


of queen Anne. The ſecond comprehends the detail 


of his conduct at court, in parliament, and in ſociety, 
during the-reign of George the Firſt, ending in 1727. 


The third gives an account of his firſt embaſſy to 


Holland, and his return to England, to the time of 
his diſmiſſion in 1733. The period of his oppo- 
ſition, during the twelve following years, is the ſub- 
ject of the fourth ſection. The fifth includes his 


" 


was a good one) would furniſh him with matter,” . 


and lord S——, whoſe mother was firſt couſin to 
lord Cheſterfield, aſſured the biſhop as having it 
from Sir William Stanhope, that one day, upon his 
brother's ſhewing him his manuſcripts, he had told 
him, that by his will he had left him the publication 
of them; and then added, publiſh them as ſoon as 


6 | lordſhi p's 


ü * T R 5 US TEO-N; 4 
lordſhip's ſecond embaſſy to Holland; his adminiſtra- j 
tion in Ireland, and his ſhare in public affairs as ſe- 
cretary of ſtate, rill the beginning of 1748 when he 
reſigned; and the ſixth and laſt repreſents his lord- ; 
ſhip in his retreat, enjoying the fruits of his expert- 
ence and labors, bearing up againſt the infirmities 
of old age, and continuing to the laſt the favourite of 
the mules, the friend to his country, and the well- 
wiſher to mankind, 
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HILIP Dormer Stanhope, carl of Cheſterfield, 1694. 


$694 [1]. 
The antiquity of the Stanhopes [2] 18 ſufficiently 
:nown, and needs no illuſtration. Several of our 


fri nobility trace their origin from them [g], and 


88 


} [1] By a Andes in Collins enge of England, 
Fol. II. p. 270. the time of his birth is placed one 
Fear later. Lord Cheſterfield often mentioned this to 
his friends; but he did not think it worth while to 
Rave i it corrected. This particular I firſt learned from 
Dr. Mounſey, phyſician” to Chelſea-hoſpital, a friend 
40 the earl; and as it appears from one of his letters 
o him (vide collection publiſhed by Mrs. Fugenia 
Franhope, vol. II. p. 603, 4to), exactly of the ſame 
ge. This date-might be confirmed by paſſages of 
1 is letters to his ſon and to other perſons, and it will 
he found of ſome 1 Importance from an anecdote here- 
ter related. 

® [2] Their family has bren eſtabliſhed” in the north 
of England for many centuries, even before the time 
of Edward I.; but from the reign of that king's 
1 rand-ſon, their principal eſtates have been in Not- 
ö inghamſhire and in Derbyſhire. See Collins's Peer- 
e, p. 287. 

BF [3] The earls of Stanhope, Harrington, &c. ” 
=? 2 their 


was born in London, on the 22d of September —— 
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1694 their connections and intermarriages with the prin- 
— — 


cipal families of the kingdom have been very nu- 
merous and extenſive [4]. Their zeal for their 
country and fidelity to the crown, ever ſince: the 
reign of Edward III. though often tried, could never 
be ſhaken; and their eminent ſervices in the moſt 
critical times were juſtly rewarded by places of truft, 
and marks of diſtinction. The honor of peerage was 
conferred upon this family by king James I. and the 
title of earl by his fon. The late lord ſtood the 
eighteenth in the rank of the Engliſh earls. 

The firſt earl of Cheſterfield loſt his fortune, and 
two of his ſons, in ſupport of the royal cauſe; and, 
being himſelf taken priſoner, died in 1656, after 
twelve years confinement. His eldeſt ſon had been 
dead ever ſince the year 1634. By his wife, Catharine 
eldeft daughter and coheireſs to lord Wotton, he left 
an only ſon one year old. His mother undertook 
the care of his education, and, being appointed go- 
verneſs to Charles the Firſt's eldeſt daughter, accom- 
panied her into Holland, on the completion of her 
marriage with the prince of Orange's ſon, in 1642. 
She herſelf had married the Dutch nobleman [5] em- 
ployed in that negotiation, and by his intereſt and 


fortune had opportunities of ſending ſupplies of arms 


and money to the king, during his greateſt diſtreſs. 
Charles II. on the reſtoration, acknowledged theſe 


I The duke of Newcaſtle, the earl of Hunting- 
don, lord Southwell, &c. 


[5] John Polyander of Kerkhoven, lord of Heen- 
vliet. Vaderlandſche Hiſtoric, Book XLIII. p. 298. 


ſervices, 
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ſervices, by promoting that lady to the rank of coun- 1694 


teſs of Cheſterfield in her own right, Her ſon e 


Philip, in the mean while, had the advantage both of 
a military education in the beſt ſchool of Europe, 


and of imbibing principles oppoſite to arbitrary power 


and perſecution [6], in a country then ſtruggling 
againſt their united efforts. The finiſhing of his 
education, indeed, may be thought not to have been 
equally happy, as he was ſent over to Italy, and ſpent 
ſome years there. He returned, however, time 
enough, after he had inherited his grand-father's title, 
to bear a conſiderable part in forwarding the reſtora- 
tion; and in conſideration of his ſervices, the king 
appointed him lord chamberlain to queen Catharine, 
and gave him ſucceſſively two regiments. He was 
likewiſe conſtituted lord warden and lord chief juſtice 
of all the king's foreſts, , parks, &c. on this ſide 
Trent [7] ; and the honor of doctor of civil laws was 

conferred 
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[6] This may account for his being at leaſt a tacit 
promoter of the revolution, and for his joining with 
the court on ſome important queſtions, and in parti- 
cular in one of the proteſts of the year 1689 againſt 
the ſacramental teſt, which excluded proteſtant dil- 
ſenters as well as catholics from public employments. 
It is affirmed in the Peerage (ibid.) that he received 
his education with the late king William; but this is 
ſurely an anachroniſm, as he was ſeventeen years older 
or that prince, 

[7 ] That part of the king's foreſts on this ſide 
Treat, near Nottingham, where the famous Robin- 
Vor. I. B hood 
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1694 conferred upon him by the univerſity of Oxford. In 
— his youth he was a man of wit and gallantry, though 


rather of a ceremonious and jealous diſpoſition [8]. 
He was thought to have ſhared with his maſter the 


— 
— 


— 


hood lived, called ihorny-wood, is part of Sherwood 
foreſt, and is entailed on the Cheſterfield title. 

[8] I cannot reſiſt the temptation of tranſcribing 
(though I will not venture to tranſlate it) this lord's 
character, as it was drawn by the maſterly hand of 
count Anthony Hamilton, who, having followed king 
James in his exile, was one of the principal orna- 
ments of the court of St. Germain, and there com- 
poled ſeveral French pieces full of wit and humour. 
His principal work, entitled, Memoires du comte de 
Grammont, (vilely tranſlated by Boyer) contains more 
authentic, though ſcandalous, anecdotes of thoſe li- 
centious times tnan any other extant. The count. 
deſcribes this lord Cheſterfield, ro whom we ſhall 
{von ſee he could not be very partial, in the following 
terms: * II avoit le viſage fort agreable, la tete aſſez 
belle, peu de taille et moins d'air. Il ne manquoit 
5 pas d'eſprit. Un long ſéjour en Italie lui en avoit 
* communique la ceremonie dans le commerce des 
% hommes, et la defiance dans celui des femmes. II 
e ayoit été fort hai du roi (Charles II.) parce qu'il 
6 avoit été fort aims de la Caſtlemaine. Le bruit 
commun Etoit qu'il avoit eu ſes bonnes graces, 
ce avant qu'elle fut marie; et comme ni Pun ni 
« Pautre ne s'en défendoit, on le croyoit aſſez volon- 
tiers.“ Mem. de Grammont, ch. VIII. 
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LORD CHESTERFIELD. 8E CT. I. 
affections of the famous lady Caſtlemaine. This treſ- 
paſs was ſlightly reſented by the ealy king; but re- 
taliated by the duke of York, who, not very ſecretly, 
nor altogether in vain, paid his addreſſes to this lord's 
ſecond wife, a daughter of the duke of Ormond. 
He ſhewed his reſentment on this occaſion in a man- 
ner which drew upon him the raillery of the French 
and other wits of that profligate court [o]. It was 
moſt 
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[9] The partiality of lady Cheſterfield to George 
Hamilton, the hiſtorian's brother, and to the duke of 
York; and the adventure which happened on her 
being removed by her lord to his country-ſeat, an event 
occaſioned by the inſtigation of the former lover, and 
the unguarded behaviour of the latter; are admirably 
related by the ſame author. It is with regret that I 


19 


1694 
—— 


find myſelf under the neceſſity of omitting this hu- 


mourous account; I ſhall only tranſcribe the follow- 
ing paſſage: La cour fut remplie de cet evene- 
* ment, mais peu de gens approuvoient le procede de 
* mylord Cheſterfield. On regardoit avec Etonne- 
« ment en Angleterre un homme qui avoit la mal- 


* honnetete d'etre jaloux de fa femme; mais dans la 


4 ville ce fut un prodige inconnu juſquealors de voir 
* un mart recourir a ces moyens violens pour prevenir 
« ce que craint et que merite la jalouſie. On ex- 
* cuſoit pourtant le pauvre Cheſterfield autant qu'on 
« Foſott ſans s'attirer la haine publique, en accuſant 
la mauvaiſe education qu'il avoit eue. Toutes les 
* meres promirent bien à Dieu que leurs enfants ne 

B 2 e mettroient 
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1094 moſt probably this motive that induced him to reſign 
all his employments on the acceſſion of king James to 
the throne, He paſſed the remainder of his life, 
free and diſengaged, in a delightful villa [10]; and 

being a great lover of gardening, as well as a ſcholar, 

| was complimented with Mr. Dryden's dedication of 
the Georgics [11]. An uninterrupted courſe of 
temperance, exerciſe, and uſeful amuſements, pro- 
cured him a happy and long life, being upwards of 
fourſcore when he died in 1713. 
This nobleman's third wife was Elizabeth Dormer, 
the earl of Carnarvon's eldeſt daughter, from whom 
the late earl inherited one of his names, together with 
an eſtate, His father was born of that marriage; 
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ce mettroient jamais le pied en Italie pendant leurs 
1 & yies, pour en rapporter cette vilaine habitude de 
| « contraindre leurs femmes.” Ibid. Among the wits 
3 who diſtinguiſhed themſelves on this occaſion, were 
1 St. Evremont, the earls of Rocheſter and Dorſet, Sir 
| Charles Sedley, Sir George Etherege, and many 
| more. | | 
| { 10] In the neighbourhood of Twickenham. 
F [11] This dedication, like moſt others, is a ful- 
| ſome panegyric. Nothing, ſays an ingenious author, 
ſpeaking of our poet, can exceed the flattery of a ge- 
nealogiſt but that of a dedicator. (Walpole's Noble 
Authors.) Mr. Dryden's patron, at the time that he 
debaſed himſelf ſo much as to accept of this incenſe, 
was in his grand climacteric. His grand, ſon, at a 
wuch earlier period, would have rejected it with in— 
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i and of him we know little more than that he was an et 
carl of Cheſterfield [12]. It is ſaid that his appre- 


henſions of the return of the Stuarts, an event which 


he judged near at hand, kept him attached to their 
' cauſe, and that conſequently he diſapproved of his 


eldet ſon's engagements with the reigning family, 
It would appear ſurpriſing that with ſuch principles 


he ſhould have married one of the daughters of 
George Savile, marquis of Halifax, if the verſatility 


of that celebrated nobleman were not ſufficiently 
known {13]. 
| He 


" — _ OY 
8 * 1 


— 


[12] The following information I ſince received 


from the biſhop * Waterford : -« The earl of 
Cheſterfield's father was educated at Weſtminſter- 


<* ſchool, under the famous Dr. Buſby, and was 


thought to have ſtrong parts. He was a high 
- © tory, if not a Jacobite; for he was even ſuſpected 


to have ſent money to the pretender, and was dis- 
e pleaſed that his fon had accepted any employment, 

particularly one which he did not think conſider- 
d able enough for a perſon of his rank and fortune. 


He was, as I have often heard, of a moroſe dif- 


“ polition, of violent paſſions, and often thought 


e that people behaved ill to him, when they did not 


„jn the leaſt intend it.“ 


[13] The marquis of Halifax died 1 in 1696, a year 


after the birth of a grand-ion, who may, perhaps, 
> juſtly be compared to him in extent of Capacity, 


fertility of genius, and brilliancy of wit. They both 
diſtinguiſhed themſelves in parliament by their elo— 
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He had four ſons and two daughters [ 14]. Their 
mother did not live long enough to take the charge of 
their 


2 3 — . 9 — 
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quence; at court, by their knowledge of the world; 
in company, by their art of pleaſing. They were 
both very uſeful to their ſovereigns, though not much 
attached either to the prerogative or the perſon of 
any king. They both knew, humoured, and deſpiſed, 
the different parties. The Epicurean philoſophy 
was their common ſtudy. Lord Halifax drew a 
maſterly character of biſhop Burnet ; and a ſtill more 
elaborate one of king Charles II.; and he wrote 
maxims not much inferior to thoſe of La Roche- 
foucault. Lord Cheſterfield has left moral eſſays 
which Addiſon and Swift would not have diſowned; 
and ſketches or characters worthy of his grand- father's 
pen. The advice of the one to his daughter, and the 
letters of the other to his ſon, may alſo admit of a 
compariſon. 
This was already written, when J had the ſatiſ⸗ 
faction to find that my idea was confirmed by the 
biſhop of Waterford. I quote his letter, as it con- 
tains a remarkable ſtroke of lord Halifax's wit. 
* have heard that his lordſhip (the earl of 
ce Cheſterfield) had much of the ſame kind of wit 
ee as his grand-father the marquis of Halifax, An 
e anſwer of his, which his lordſhip told me, is, I 
* think, ſome proof of it. At the beginning of the 
* revolution, ſeveral perſons of rank, who had been 
£ very zealous and ſerviceable in bringing about this 
e happy event, but at the ſame time had no great 
5 « abilities, 
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"their education. The eldeſt ſon, being rather neg- 1094 


: lected 


* 
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4 abilities, applied for ſome of the molt conſiderable 

66 employments in the government. The marquis 
ee being conſulted upon this, anſwered ; [ remember to 
e have read in hiſtory, that Rome was ſaved by geeſe; 
c but I do not remember that theſe geeſe Tere made 
„ conſuls. 

[14] Of the ſons, Sir William Stanhope was next 
to lord Cheſterfield in birth. He was by no means 
deſtitute of parts and vivacity ; but his turn of mind, 
ſomewhat ſimilar to his father's, made him ſo great a 
favorite, that, while the father allowed his eldeſt fon 
only an annual ſtipend of five hundred pounds, he 
ſettled upon the ſecond, on his marriage, his Buck- 
inghamſhire eſtate, worth eight thouland pounds a 
year. Sir William repreſented the county in ſeveral 
parliaments; and, on the revival of the order of the 
Bath in 1725, he was elected one of the knights. 
The third ſon John was, I know not for what reaſon, 
entirely omitted in his father's will; but lord Cheſter- 
field allowed him above a thouſand pounds a year, 
procured him a ſeat in parliament for Nottingham, 
and employed him as ſecretary of embaſſy at the 
Hague. He inherited, in 1736, an eſtate of three 


thouſand pounds a year, left by their uncle lord . 


Charles Wotton to the fourth ſon Charles, and en- 
tailed upon the other brothers; and, in caſe of failure 
of iſſue male, upon earl Stanhope and his heirs. I 
am informed by lady Cheſterfield, that Charles Stan- 
hope was a man of a moſt amiable diſpoſition, Of 
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lected by his father [1 5], was taken care of by his 


grand-mother lady Halifax 16], who proved every 


way equal to this important taſk. Her mind ſeems 
to have been congenial with that of her late lord, and 
her underſtanding and wit were ſtill exceeded by the 
goodneſs of her heart. 

It does not appear that her young ward was ſent 
to any of the public ſchools. His ſentiments, man- 
ners, and taſte, were all formed upon the model he 
found at home. The beſt maſters were choſen to ren- 
der his accompliſhments ſuitable to his birth. They 
hit upon the art of adapting their inſtructions to his 
diſpoſition; and by this method improved his mind, 
while they gained his affection. 


—"—_Y 8 — * 
— — — — : — — «a — 2 * mo ddd 


the two daughters, lady Gertrude Hotham is ſtill 

living, and preſerves, in an advanced age, her brother's 

manly wit, united with every female virtue, She was 
alſo brought up by lady Halifax. 

[15] * My father was neither deſirous nor able to 

*$ adyiſe me.” Cheſt, Let. to his fon, vol. I. p. 240. 

He left, however, to lord Cheſterfield, by his will, 


his whole perſonal eſtate, together with the two real 


eliates in Derbyſhire and Nottinghamſhire, and the 
reverſion of that in Buckinghamſhire, Lord Cheſter- 
field, out of friendſhip to Sir Willam Stanhope, con- 
ſented to his ſelling out to the value of one thouſand 


pounds a year, to pay ſome debts, 


[16] She was daughter to the honourable William 
Pierpoint. Collins's Peerage, II. 270, 
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From his earlieſt youth he ſhewed an ardent deſire 
of excelling in whatever he undertook | 17], and an 
wncommon reſolution in never deviating from the 


track he at firſt chalked out to himſelf, whatever dif- 


ficulties he might find in his way. Two inſtances 
of this, however trifling, I ſhall beg leave to relate 
from the informations which were tranſmitted to me 
by the biſhop of Waterford. 

He was very young, when lord Galway, who, 
though not a very fortunate general, was a man of 
uncommon penetration and merit, and who often 
viſited the marchioneſs of Halifax, obſerving in him 
a ſtrong inclination for a political life, but at the 
ſame time an unconquerable taſte for pleaſure, with 
ſome tincture of lazineſs, gave him the following ad- 
vice. If you intend to be a man of buſineſs, you 
muſt be an early riſer, In the diſtinguiſhed poſts 


your parts, rank, and fortune, will intitle you to 


fill, you will be liable to have viſitors at every hour 


—— — — — 


Luer to his lon, vol. * p. 1739 : 
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of the day, and unleſs you will riſe conſtantly at an 
early hour, you will never have any leiſure to your- 
ſelf.“ This admonition, delivered in the moſt oblig- 
ing manner, made a conſiderable impreſſion upon 
the mind of our young man, who ever after obſerved 


g [17] “ When I was at your age (about hd 

| «© years old) I ſhould have been aſhamed if any boy 
of that age had learned his book better, or played 
at any play better than I did; and I ſhould not 
have reſted a moment till I had got before him.” 


<<» 


- — — — — - * — 

- — _ — es 4 * — —— 
— = — — —— — EAR. — 2 — - — 
pr - = * . = > 4 - 


4 
f 
9 
. 
if 
| 
4} 


— — F . ——— ͤ— 1 — ————— — 
. DRIER DE dl ² X11 F 


+a] * n . _ 
— . — —— — ——— —— ——— — 
— — — — 
— ä — 


_— 
— — 


— = - eo ee Wes 0 7 P 
2 1 5 — 1 — 
L - — ä — 2 * 1 - — 
e WW A: a6 © ft — 1 - = *. ' = 
"A - - - 4 — 22 
. 


> 2 * 7 — 5 
? 5 - — 9: — 
——ä—ä—ää— — Nyʒtů— —— H——— ͤ —́—́—MꝓL— — 
err n - 
8 XxX £4 — — — 3 = = — 
— — — 2 
« 


1 
N 
[+ 


26 
1705 


ney 


1708 


ME MOI R S 0 


that excellent rule, even when he went to bed late, 
and was already advanced in years. 

With ſuch advantages and expectations, it is not 
ſurpriſing that he ſhould have had an uncommon 
ſhare of ſpirits. His natural livelineſs was, in the be- 
ginning of his life, accompanied with ſome degree of 
warmth. He was rather impatient of contradiction, 
and is reported to have been ſomewhat paſſionate. 
This diſpoſition, ſo improper for a ſtateſman, was 
happily corrected by an incident; and the leſſon he 
received was the moſt efficacious, as he gave it to 
himſelf. Something, which he ſaid or did in a fit 
of anger when he was young, made him fo uneaſy 
afterwards, that he reſolved from that time to watch 
over himſelf, and endeavour to curb the impetuoſity 
of his temper. This he was happy enough to ſuc- 
ceed in; and for the remainder of his life he was 
never known to be diſcompoſed by any emotion of 
his mind. 


When he was about fourteen years old, he had an 


opportunity of ſeeing an extraordinary perſon, 
Richard [18], the ſon of Oliver Cromwell. That 
great wicked man, as he was juſtly called, had left 


that ſon in poſſeſſion of an authority, which, under 


the title of protector, raiſed him above moſt kings. 
But he could not inſpire him with his own genius, 
aſpiring ſpirit, and undaunted courage. Indolence 
and incapacity, which were Richard's characteriſtics, 
ſoon drove him from a ſeat much too exalted for 


* 


_ — 


[18] Richard Cromwell died July 13, 1712, at 
Cheſhunt in Hertfordſhire, Biograph. Britan. 


him. 


fered to live, he quietly retired to the happier ſtation 
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of a country gentleman ; and, without entertaining 


the leaſt idea of his having loſt any advantages, he 


Gnithed in obſcurity a long life, untainted by ambt- 
tion, and ſecured from envy. Such was his ſituation 


- When he was called upon to give evidence in a court 


of juſtice, Upon his being named, the attention of 
the audience was fixed upon him. The judge, fir 
John Holt, either from regard to his former ſtate, or 


in conſideration of his age, ſhewed him a kind of 


diſtinction, by ordering him a ſeat. This act of hu- 


manity drew upon the lord chief juſtice the cenſure 
of ſome perſons ; but he was highly commended for 
it by the queen, when he related the fact to her in 


'the public drawing-room. Lord Cheſterfield, who 
remembered diſtinctly this tranſaction, ſaid that he 


'only ſaw in Richard Cromwell a plain old man, 


without any appearance that could excite either re- 


gard or pity. 


The ſtudy of the French language had been an 


early part of young Stanhope's education [19]; and 


* 


[i9] He was, from his infancy, accuſtomed to 


- ſpeak French, having had a female-ſervant, born in 
Normandy, to attend him ; but her language was 
not very pure. When lord Cheſterfield was laſt at 
Paris in 1741, M. Fontenelle, having remarked that 
he had ſomething of a Norman accent, aſked him, 
whether he had not firſt learned French from a perſon 


of that province. His lordſhip anſwered, that the 
obſervation was very juſt. 


when 
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when he was about ſixteen, Mr. Jouneau, a French 
clergyman, was employed to improve him in the 
ſpeaking of it, as well as to give him ſome tincture 
of claſſical knowledge, and the firſt rudiments of hit: 
tory and philoſophy. His letters to that worthy 
man [22 |, at the ſame time that they ſhew the great 
progreſs which he had already made in the French 
tongue, diſcloſe the natural turn both of his mind 
and heart. He expreſſes, in a moſt lively manner, 
his regard for his maſter ; and he loſt no opportu- 
nity of giving him ever after ſubſtantial proofs of his 
gratitude and attachment. 

At the age of eighteen, Mr. Stanhope was ſent to 


Cambridge, in order to improve his talents, and form 


thoſe early connections, which commonly diſcover a 
young man's natural propenſities, and almoſt con- 
ſtantly determine his future conduct. 

Like other majeſtic monuments of antiquity, the 
Engliſh univerſities, defended by their own gran— 
deur, and ſupported by the veneration in which 
they are held, reſiſt the hand of time, and baffle any 
attempt to impair or to improve. Perhaps, they 
may be thought not ſo well calculated to fit young 
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[22] There is ſomething very pleaſing in obſerving 
the firſt dawnings of ſuch a man's genius; and theſe 
are ſtrongly apparent in the letters which I think my- 


| teltf happy to be able to communicate to the public 


in their original dreſs, 1 owe them to an intimate 


friend of mine wha was related to Mr. Jouneau. 
They will be added to this account. 
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Ages, of which they are compoſed, having been 


Founded i in thoſe rude ages, when the clergy were in 


Poſſelion both of the little ſtock of learning ſtill 


lubſiſting, and of the great power and influence which 


"That ſuperiority, ſuch as it was, gave them, have ever 
"Gince retained, and even now that this pre-eminence 


bas ceaſed, continue to poſſeſs advantages peculiar to 
"that order, Eccleſiaſtics are almoſt exchulivey mem- 
bers and governors of theſe noble ſeminaries of uſe- 


| Ful knowledge. There are, however, ſome excep- 
tions; and the ſociety of Trinity-Hall, which was 
choſen for our young nobleman's reſidence, has long 
been diſtinguiſhed on that account. I find,” he 


ſays, in a letter dated Auguſt 22, 1712, © the college, 
dc where I am, infinitely the beſt in the univerſity ; 
* for it is the ſmalleſt, and it is filled with lawyers, 


„ who have lived in the world, and know how to be- 


* 
5 


« have. Whatever may be ſaid to the contrary, 


a « there is certainly very little debauchery in this uni- 
4 « verſity, eſpecially amongſt people of faſhisn, for a 
% man muſt have the inclinations of a Porter to en- 


- 
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N * 5 


kf dure it here [23].” 
Te 
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[ 2:3] It cannot be diſowned, that at a more ad- 
vanced period of life he ſhewed no great partiality 
to his Alma Mater, having neither fob his ſon, nor 


his ſucceſſor, to either univerſity. This may be ac- 


counted for from his great deſire of ſacrificing to the 


SGraces; and theſe goddeſſes muſt certainly have 


1 


been 


en for a public as for a ſtudious life. The col- 171 
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It is an object, at leaſt, of curioſity to be informed 
of the firſt ſteps of a young man, called by his birth, 
and entitled by his talents, to the higheſt ſtations; 
and I have great ſatisfaction in being able to gratity 
this curioſity by informations drawn from his own 
letters. It is now,” ſays he, “ fir, I have a great 


deal of buſineſs upon my hands; for I ſpend above 


* an hour every day in ſtudying the civil law [24], 
e and as much in philoſophy ; and next week the 
« blind man 25} begins his lectures upon the ma- 
“ thematics; ſo that I am now fully employed. 
“ Would you believe too that I read Lucian and 
« Xenophon in Greek ? which is made eaſy to me; 
« for I do not take the pains to learn all the gram- 
de matical rules; but the gentleman, who is with 
% me [26], and who is himſelf a living grammar, 

e teaches 


— 


— — — — 


been not a little diſguſted at ſome of the academical 
practices pointed out in the following paſſage: 


_« When I firſt went to the univerſity, I drank and 


c ſmoaked, notwithſtanding the averſion I had to 
ce wine and tobacco, only becauſe I thought it genteel, 
« and that it made me look like a man.” Letters 
to his ſon, vol. I. p. 352. 

[24] With Dr. Johnſon of Trinity Hall, and pro- 
feſſor of civil law at Cambridge. He was a man of 
parts and abilities, and a zealous whig. 

[25] Profeſſor Saunderſon, who, though deprived 
of his eyes, taught his pupils to make the beſt uſe of 
theirs. 

[26] His private tutor was Mr, Crow, member of 

the. 


cc teaches me them all as I go along. 
dc for playing at tennis, for I with to have the corpus 
ſanum as well as the mens ſana, | think the one is 


4 Hs 99 © 
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« not good for much without the other. As for 
« anatomy, I ſhall not have an opportunity of learn- 
« ing it; for though a poor man has been hanged, 


c the ſurgeon, who uſed to perform thoſe operations, 


« would not this year give any lectures, becauſe it 
& was a man, and then he ſays the ſcholars will not 
« come.” TI have been induced to tranſcribe theſe 
laſt lines, on purpoſe to ſhew our young nobleman's 
early turn to pleaſantry. It appears from a ſubſe- 
quent letter, that he feund means to go through a 
courſe of anatomy, which, from the ſatisfaction it gave 
him, retarded for ſome time his return to London. 
It might have been better for him, if he had not alſo 
dabbled in phyſic ; he would not ſo often have been 
his own patient, or intruſted his health to the care of 
empirics. 

The multiplicity of theſe different ſtudies, and the 


recluſe life which he led at Cambridge, ſeem, from 


— —_ 


the college, and bred up at Eton- ſchool. He was a 
very good Latin and Greek ſcholar; and, having 
taken the degree of doctor of divinity, was made 
Chaplain to Dr. Gibſon biſhop of London, and after- 
wards to George II. The reſpectable prelate, to 
whom I am obliged for this and ſeveral other intereſt- 
ing particulars, informs me, that when lord Cheſter- 
field was at the univerſity, he uſed to ſtudy in his 
apartment without ſurring 0 out of it c till 6 o'clock in 


the evening. 
his 
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fact that of pleaſing, 
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his own account [27], to have rendered him rather 
more deſirous of diſplaying his philological acquiſi- 
tions than was ſuitable to his rank and deſtination, 
Bur this college-ruſt could not have penetrated very 
deep, ſince it was ſo ſoon and fo perfectly worn off; 
and our young ſtudent never forgot or neglected 
what he, in the decline of life, fo ſtrongly preſſed 
upon his ſon, that the art of * [28] is in 


Party 


1 


— — — * — 
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[27] «© When I firit came into the world —at 


„ nineteen, I left the univerſity of Cambridge, where 


« ] was an abſolute pedant. When I talked my 
« beſt, I talked Horace; when J aimed at being fa- 
e cetious, I quoted Martial; and when I had a mind 
<« to be a fine gentleman, I talked Ovid. I was 
convinced that none but the antients had common 
5 ſenſe; that the claſſics contained every thing that 
« was either neceſſary or uſeful, or ornamental to 
< men: and T was not without thoughts of wearing 
« the toga virilis of the Romans, inſtead of the vulgar 
&« and illiberal dreſs of the moderns.” Letters to his 


ſon, vol. II. p. 174. 


[28] Of what conſequence lord Cheſterfield thought 


eloquence to be, as the only way of making a figure 


in Parliament, appears from ſeveral of his letters, 
and 1n particular the LXIX. vol. IT. and how much 
this was his object at the univerſity may be ſeen 
from the following quotation: *,So long ago as 


8 when I was at Cambridge, whenever I read Pieces 
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Party diviſions, at that time, ran extremely high 1713 


Lord Stanhope, ſo he 


vas called upon the death of his grandfather Cheſter- 
field, diſcloſes very naturally, and with good-humor, 
his own ideas in the following lines to Mr. Jouneau: 


“ Methinks our affairs are in a very bad way; bur, 


as J cannot mend them, I meddle very little with 
« politics : only I take a pleaſure in going ſometimes 
to the coffee-houle, to lee the pitched battles that 
c are. fought between the heroes of each party with 
>» © inconceivable bravery, and are uſually terminated 
; « by the total defeat of a few tea-cups on both 
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ce ſides.“ The fame coolneſs may be diſcerned in 
| cave of his lordſhip's laſt letters : old age and youth 

have more than one affinity. 
After having paſſed two years at the univerſity [29], 
lord Stanhope was ſent, according to the cuſtom of 
his 


2 — — ä 2 —— —_ 


of eloquence (and indeed they were my principal 
ee ſtudy) whether antient or modern, I uſed to write 
* down the ſhining paſſages, and then tranſlate them 
* as well and as elegantly as ever I could; if Latin 
&« or French, into Engliſh ; if Engliſh, into French. 
„This, which I practiſed for ſome years, not only 
* improved and formed my ſtyle, but imprinted in 
* my mind and memory the beſt thoughts of the beſt 
% authors. The trouble was little, but the experi- 
** ence I have acquired was great.” Ibid. p. 341. 


[29]. Mr. Knight, himſelf a member and an orna- 
ment of the college in which lord Cheſterfield re- 
ceived 


Voi. I. C 


throughout England, and Cambridge was by no 7 
means exempt from them. 


1714 
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1714 his country, to begin the tour of Europe. He did 


— 


not, however, follow the coſtume in every particular; 
for, he was not attended by any governor. He hal- 
tily paſſed through the towns in Flanders, without 
meeting with any proper objects to improve his un- 
derſtanding or excite his curioſity. He had not yet 
acquired a taſte for pictures; and his mind was even 
at that time, as he expreſſed himſelf [30], more 
turned to perſons than to things. 


The ſummer of the year 1714 was more agrec- 
ably at leaſt, if not more profitably, ſpent in Hol- 
land, and the greateſt part of it at the Hague. It 
was in this inchanting place, that he firſt began to 
ſee the world. The company he found there, and 
which he thought the beſt, conſiſting chiefly of fo- 
reigners of different countries, and of different ranks, 
ſoon enabled him to throw off the ſcholar, and to 
become in ſome meaſure a new man. But, however 
indebted he might be for his improvements in good- 
breeding to his new friends, who laughed him out of 
ſome of his ſcholafic habits, he often regretted that 
he had contracted others among them, no leſs dil- 


— th. 
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ceived his education, has moſt obligingly furniſhed 
me with the following dates. The honorable Philis 
Stanhope was admitted at Trinity hall, Cambridge, 
Auguſt 1712, and quitted it December 1714. 

[30] In his letter to Mr. Jouneau, dated from the 
Hague, 10th of Auguſt, N. S. the day before tu 
death of queen Ann. He was going to leave that 


place when he wrote this letter, 
gracciul 


LORD CHESTERFIELD. 8 ECT. I. 35 
= | graceful to his underſtanding, than detrimental to his 3 5 
ng 7 reputation [31]. 
1585 His pleaſures, however, never made him loſe ſight 
_ of his great object, that of making a figure in his 
. own country. His principles of liberty were ſuffi- 
885 ciently known, and he made no ſcruple of avowing 
2 oo them. The earl of Strafford, the Britiſh ambaſſador 
3 at the Hague, and one of the plenipotentiaries at 
the congreſs of Utrecht, entertained very different 
ſentiments, and did not eaſily brook contradiction. I 

grec- have been credibly informed 32), that our young 
Hol. traveller, the late earl of Burlington, and Mr. Dod- 
| dington, ſince lord Melcombe, who met all together 
wy 00 at the Hague, ſometimes diverted themſelves with 
and teazing the warm negotiator, by ſpeaking in favor of 
f fo- 
anks, 1 ee 
id to. [31] * When I went abroad, I firſt went to the 
vever ; &* Hague, where gaming was much in faſhion, and 
700d. where I obſerved that many people of ſhining rank 
ut ok © and character gamed too. I was then young 
that * enough and filly enough to believe that gaming 
di. © was one of their accompliſhments ; and as I aimed 

La at perfection, I adopted gaming as a neceſſary ſtep 
to it. Thus I acquired by error the habit of a 
iſhed 1 « vice, which, far from adorning my character, has, 
bil I am conſcious, been a great blemiſh in it.” Let- 
10ge, ters to his ſon, vol. II. p. 352. 

5 [32] Mr. Gervais, late dean of Tuam, who at- 
n tie # tended lord Burlington in his travels, and was often 
> tis 3 preſent at theſe interviews, gave this account to the 
that 4 | 


biſhop of Waterford. 
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1714 the whig party, and condemning the tory adminiſtra- 
tion. They would ſcarcely have been ſo unreſerved, 
had not affairs in England been near a criſis. 
The accompliſhments, which lord Stanhope had 
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F HON 
| 1 hitherto acquired, prepared him for Paris, and helped 
1 to qualify him for the polite world, which he found 
fy there. The reception he met with muſt have been 
1 very flattering, ſince he deſcribed it in the following 
| by manner. I ſhall not give you my opinion of the 
| 1 & French, becauſe I am very often taken for one, 
3 « and many a Frenchman has paid me the higheſt 


— 
— 
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„ compliment they think they can pay to any one, 
& which is, “ Sir, you are juſt like one of us.” I 
& talk a great deal, I am very loud and peremptory ; 


50 „ing and dance as I go along; and, laſtly, I ſpend 
| 5 &© monſtrous deal of money in powder, feathers, 
Tis: © white gloves, &c.[ 33].” As this deſcription is 

by not unlike that which he gave many years afterwards 

3 of his countrymen's way of ſpending their time at 

5 Paris [34], we may ſuppote that he was as yet far 


from being what he wiſhed his favourite ſon to be, 
le petit et Paimable Stanhope| 38 J. This ſurmiſe is 
{8 confirmed by his own account of his aukward ap: 
pearance in that metropolis of levity and taſte, and 


— 
— —— 


[33] Letter to Mr. Jouneau, dated Paris, 7tl: 
December, 1714. 

34] See lord Cheſterfield's Miſcellaneous Pieces, 
No XXIII. XXIV. 

#35] Letters to his ſon, vol. I. p. 539, &c. 
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of her ſucceſſor. 
equivalent ſatisfaction, in being a witneſs of the con- 


on this event. 
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of the means that were uſed to give him the 60n 


ton [ 36]. ; 
So great were the changes Queen Ann's death 


made in England, that he regretted not having been 


preſent to partake of the general joy upon the arrival 
He 7: 8] however, almoſt an 


cern expreſſed both by the French and the Jacobites 
He, himſelf, eſteemed it the greateſt 
bleſſing that could have happened to Great Britain, 
whoſe religion and liberties he firmly believed would 
otherwiſe, in three months time, have bcen totally 


ſubverted 37). 
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Whether his apprehenſions were altogether ground- 
leſs is a point perhaps not eaſy to be determined. 
That ſuſpicions of an intended invaſion. by the pre- 
tender were at that time entertained, appears from 
moſt of the papers and letters written by order of 
the electoral family of Hanover a few months before 


LINER 


[36] See letters to his fon, and in particular let- 
ter CLXXXI. in vol. I. His lordſhip deſcribes in 
it, with great vivacity and wit, his embarraſsment 
and confuſion on being firlt introduced into the com- 
pany of ladies of diſtinction in France, and of the 
noviciate he was engaged in by one of thele ladies. 
It was very natural that he ſhould recommend the 
means which ſucceeded with him, to one whom he 
V0 ardently wiſhed to bring up to his level. 

[37] See the above letter to Mr. Jouncau. 
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1714 
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1714 the queen's death [28]. From theſe we may judge pi 

of the popular fears at that critical period. Lord 
Cheſterfield told the biſhop of Waterford, that, if ® 
the queen had lived but a ſhort time longer, the 
whigs would have taken up arms [| 39]. General 
Stanhope was to have commanded the army, and 
lord Cadogan to have ſeized the tower. All the of— 
ficers on half-pay, ſome of whom are ſtill living, had 
ſigned the aſſociation. The place of rendezvous was 
appointed behind Montagu Houſe, The officers held 
their arms in readineſs in their bed-chambers, and 
were prepared to ovey the ſummons at a minute's 
warning. Not one of them betrayed the ſecret; and 
lord Bolingbroke [40] never heard of this defign till 
his return, when lord Cheſterfield told him of it. 
Lord Bolingbroke, on the other hand, aſſured his 
friend, that he never had any fixed {ſcheme in relation 
to the pretender, and that he had always avoided 
ſpeaking of him to the queen, who, he ſaid, did not 


4 
—— — — _ — 
— — 
———ꝛ—ů — — — — - ——— — — - — — 
* * » & — —— 


— ——— — — — — 
— 


— 
ES ES: 
F 
— 


2 
— 


— 4 —_— 


#38] They make part of a very curious collection 
of original letters, lately preſented to the Britiſh Mu— 
ſeum by my friend and colleague Doctor Charles 
Morton. 

39] The ſame account was given me by my late 
excellent friend Dr. Birch, and is found in ſome of 
the papers he left to the Britiſh Muſeum, of which 
he was one of the firſt truſtees, and has ſhewn him- 
ſelf a moſt generous benefactor. | 
[40] Particulars of Boling broke's retirement, from 


Dr, Birch's papers, 
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that the pretender never was in England, during the 
tory adminiſtration, How far /mulaticn or diſſimula- 


tion influenced the two lords in theſe reciprocal com- 
munications, may, perhaps, be a problem, which 
will be differently ſolved according to different ſyſ- 


tems. Lord Bolingbroke often ſaid that we were ſtill 
too near the ſcene, but that, one day, when private 


| Intereſts and connections ſhould act with leſs force, 


the curtain would be drawn up, and many ſecrets 
diſcloſed. 

Lord Cheſterfield's ſentiments, however, appear to 
have been at all times pertectly uniform. From 
theſe he never varied ; his zeal and attachment to 
the crown were always tempered by the liberty he al- 
lowed himſelf of judging of thoſe who were in 
actual poſſeſſion of it. Theſe rulers of the world fat 
long before him ; he obſerved them both in their 
royal robes and in their undreſs; and, having alter- 
nately been in favor and in diſgrace with them, he 
drew their pictures from life with a true, but never 
flattering, pencil. 


39 


like to hear any thing of a ſucceſſor, He added, 1714 


— 


The period we now conclude, and which may be 


called preparatory, is not the leaſt intereſting in the 
earl of Cheſterfield's life, It ſhews the early pains 
he took to lay in a ſtore of uſeful as well as extenſive 
knowledge, and to habituate himſelf to an exertion 


of the mental powers he had received from nature. 


The building was now begun, and, to uſeshis own 
metaphor, truly upon the principles of the Tuſcan 
order, having all the ſtrength and ſolidity neceſſary 
to bear a noble and permanent ſuperſtructure. As 

C 4 yet, 
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140 40 F 
0 1714 yet, however, the work was coarſe and inelegant. 


The ornamental parts of the Doric, Ionic, and Co- 


rinthian orders, were ſtill wanting to complete the 
whole. How theſe deficiencies were ſupplied, or, to 
quit the metaphor, how the accompliſhed gentleman 
ſucceeded to the imperfect youth, ſhall be ſhewn ig 
the next ſection. 
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E ORG E the firſt, elector of Hanover, aſcended 1714 


the throne of Great-Britain without any oppo- 
ſition. His title, though founded upon the princi- 


ples of the revolution, upon repeated acts of parlia- 
ment, and the choice of a free nation, was not how- 


ever univerſally acknowledged. The government 


had been for many years in the hands of real or 
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ſuſpected enemies; whom it was equally dangerous 
to continue in power, or to diſmiſs. Their ſecret 


wiſhes, it was thought, had long been turned towards 
a competitor for the crown, who had been formerly 


acknowledged by Lewis XIV. and, while that mo- 


narch lived, was certain of finding in him, equally 
from motives of ambition and conſcience, a zealous, 
though not an open, friend | 1]. 


The new king arrived in England near two months 


after he had been proclaimed. The oppoſite parties 
were prepared for the ſtruggle. Several changes 
had taken place; many more were expected ; and a 
total revolution 1n the political ſyſtem was, not with- 
out anxiety, foreſeen. 

This critical ſituation obliged the new miniſtry to 
axed in to their aſſiſtance all thoſe perſons, who, from: 


[1] The death of Lewis XIV. happened the be- 
ginning of September 1715, while an enterprize was 


on foot in fayour of the pretender, 
inclination 


— — 
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MEMOIRS OF 
inclination and principle, were attached to their cauſe, 
Lord Stanhope was one of the firſt ſent for. He 
owed this diſtinction to general Stanhope, grand- 
ſon to the firſt earl of Cheſterfield by a ſecond wife, 
and uncle to his father. As this brave officer, to 
whom the nation owed the conqueſt of Minorca, was 
one of the principal leaders of the whig party, and 
had ſtood forth in defence of the Hanover family 
during the trying years of the laſt reign, he expected, 
and deſerved, to be nobly rewarded. He was imme- 


diately appointed ſecretary of ſtate, and ſoon obtained 


the greateſt ſhare in the affections and confidence of 
the ſovereign. His young kinſman could not have 
wiſhed for a more ſavorable introduction ; and there- 
fore, though he had intended to ſpend the next carnival 
at Venice, he did not heſitate to ſacrifice in this, as 
in many other inſtances, his pleaſure to his duty. 
Upon his arrival in London, he was preſented to 
the king, and appointed one of the gentlemen of the 
bed-chamber to the prince of Wales. This poſt was 
equally ſuitable to his birth, his age, and his inclina- 
tion. His genius, application, and knowledge of the 


_ conſtitution, gave him the beſt opportunities of ac- 


quiring the language and ſcience of courts, of in- 


gratiating himſelf with the ſucceſſor to the crown; 


and of transforming a German prince into a Britiſh 
king. He found by his own experience, as he fome- 
where oblerves, that young favor is eaſily acquired; 


and that, when acquired, it is warm, though perhaps 


not more durable than moſt other court attachments 
uſually are. 
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In a ſoil ſo unfavourable to the growth of virtues 1715 


i as courts generally are, it was our young lord's pe- 
7 culiar good fortune to meet with a man, og 
” Socrates would, probably, not have diſowned as 
= diſciple z and he had the good ſenſe to make chat 
; man his friend. Lord Lumley, afterwards ſo well 


ö known, ſo greatly eſteemed, and ſo univerſally regret- 


ted, under the name of lord Scarborough, was at this 


time lord of the bed- chamber, and maſter of the 


horſe to the prince. The intimacy between theſe 
two noblemen was unreſerved, notwithſtanding the 
differences of characters and age, for lord Scarbo- 
rough was ten years older; it continued unalterable 
amidſt the conflict of intereſts and parties. We need 
no other teſt of the characters of theſe two lords, than 
that, though courtiers, they loved, truſted, and 
eſteemed each other. 

In theſe troubleſome times, a ſeat in parliament was 
not conſidered merely as an honor, but alſo implied a 


— 


duty, the performance of which was expected from 


all thoſe, whoſe abilities were adequate to the taſk. 
They were called upon to make an open declaration 
of their ſentiments, and to employ their powers in 
the ſervice of their reſpective parties. For theſe pur- 
poles, lord Stanhope was elected into the firſt parlia- 


ment under George I. as repreſentative of the 
borough of S. Germains, Cornwall. 


But though the intereſt of his king and country 


was the primary object of his lordſhip's attendance 


in that great aſſembly, where public good is ſo much 
talked of, and private intereſt ſo often purſued ; yet, 
perhaps, the thirſt of glory, that powerful incentive 


to 
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1715 to great actions, was a motive of ſome weight with 5 
him. He knew that ſpeaking well in the Take of bus ; 
commons was the only way of making a figure, and t triver 
riſing to honors. Nature, by no means, if 1 may I the d 
borrow his expreſſions, intended him for a perſora mute, 5 brok 
and one of the pedarii. He could not, without the f W 

tmoſt violence to bis character, reſolve to give ſilent Reads 
votes. Ile tells his ſon, that from the day he was pM 
elected to the day that he ſpoke, which was a month | * 
after, he e and dreamt of nothing but ſpeak- 5 wh 
ing; any, ho h muc h awed the firſt time, he ac- dit 
quitted him! elf in a manner, which raiſed the expecta- Wa 
tions of his friends as well as his own. we) 

The circumſtance, in which he firſt took an active bony 
part, was delicate, and in ſome degree e eciſive. The FE 
principal miniſters of the late queen had been driven * 
out of their country, or ſent to the Tower, Their 3 
antagoniſts, perſecuted by them in the laſt reign, 1 
became in this, ſtill more from revenge than from in- & 
tereſt, their perſecutors; and it is not unlikely that 1 
the rebellion · which enſued was as much the effect EL 
of the violence of the latter, as of the inclination of 
the former [2 ], Articles of impeachment were | ve 
drawn up by a committee of enquiry, compoſed of 1 


— — 


[2] If milder meaſures had been purſued, certain 
K is, that the tories would never have univerſally 
* embraced jacobitiſm. The violence of the whigs 
$i forced them into the arms of the pretender.” So Ta 


ſays lord Bolingbroke. See letter to Sir William 
| Wynd-am, p. 86, 87. 
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LORD CHESTERFIELD. SECT. II. 
one and twenty members, againſt the principal Con- 1715 


trivers of the peace of Utrecht. One of theſe was 
the duke of Ormond, who, as well as lord Boling- 


proke, was prudent enough to withdraw from the 


ſtorm, and to leave the Ain dem. As the duke had 
never been a friend to the laſt- named lord, and ſeemed 


much leſs culpable than the other miniſters, ſeveral of 


the moſt moderate whigs were inclined to treat him 
with leſs ſeverity. The majority, however, were of a 
different opinion; and our new member, who, on this 
occaſion, ſpake for the firſt time, appeared, what the 
well- meant zeal of inexperienced youth only could 
excule, particularly violent. He faid that, © he never 


6+ wiſhed to ſpill the blood of any of his countrymen, 


* much leſs the blood of any nobleman ; but that he 
ce was perſuaded that the ſafety of his country re- 
* quired that examples ſhould be made of thoſe who 
<« betrayed it in ſo infamous a manner [3].” This 

ſpeech, 


— 
1 


[3] See the debates in the houle of commons, 
vol. VI. Though theſe parliamentary journals, as 
well as the proceedings of the houſe of peers, are 
deſtitute of ſufficient authority to authenticate all the 
Particulars of the ſpeeches ; yet as thoſe perſons who 
were principally concerned have not difowned them, 
they may be quoted as being upon the whole not very 


defective. This ſpeech of lord Cheſterfield was de- 


Iivered on the 5th of Auguſt, 1715; and as we know 
rom himſelf, that he ſpoke a month (or rather fix 
weeks) before he was of age, the date mentioned in 


the 
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ſpeech, he owns to his ſon, was but indifferent as to 
the matter: he even acknowledges that, if he had not 
been a young member, he certainly ſhould have been 
reprimanded by the houſe for ſome ſtrong and indil- 
creet things which he had ſpoken. It went off how- 
ever tolerably well, in favor of the ſpirit with which 
it was uttered, and the language with which it was 
graced. But, though he was not publicly cenſured, 
he could not eſcape private admonition. As ſoon as 
he had done ſpeaking, one of the oppoſite party took 
him aſide ; and, having complimented him upon his 
coup deſſai, added, that he was exactly acquainted with 
the date of his birth, and could prove that, when he 
was choſen a member of the houſe, he was not come 
of age, and that he was not ſo now : at the ſame time 
he aſſured him, that he wiſhed to take no advantage 
of this, unleſs his own friends were puſhed ; in which 
caſe, if he offered to vote, he would immediately ac- 
quaint the houſe with it. Lord Stanhope, who knew 
the conſequences of this diſcovery [ 4 |, anſwered no- 
thing ; but, making a low bow, quitted the houſe 


directly, and went to Paris, probably not much con- 


the beginning is ſufficiently aſcertained. The biſhop 
of Waterford's account of this tranſaction differs in 
a few particulars of no great importance. I had 
this, I think, from unqueſtionable authority. 

[4] A perſon under the age of twenty-one years 
cannot be elected to fit in parliament : the election is 
void ; and for fitting and voting in the houſe of com- 
mons, the forfeit is £; 500, Jacob's Law Dictionary. 
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his noviciate in that city [ 5 ]. 

In the mean while, the rebellion had broken out in 
ſome parts of England as well as of Scotland. The 
ſucceſs of this undertaking 1s ſufficiently known. 
Like all other precipitate and ill- conducted ſchemes, 
it was ſoon quelied, and only ſerved to diſtinguiſh 
the friends of government from its enemies. It is 
by no means improbable, that lord Stanhope's expe- 
dition to Paris had more than one view. During the 
life-time of the old French king, the cauſe of the 
rebels had been indirectly ſupported by that court; 
and even in the beginning of the regency, all the 
vigilance of the Britiſh miniſter was exerted, to ob- 
ſtruct this pernicious intercourſe [6]. Lord Stan- 
hope, who, under the appearance of a man of plea- 
ſure, knew how to conceal the man of buſineſs, may 
have been of ſingular ſervice in diſcovering ſecret in- 
trigues and machinations, and could never have 
found a better ſchool to improve his talents for nego- 
tiation. All the motions of the Jacobites were nar— 
rowly watched; their correſpondence with thoſe who 
had taken up arms in favor of the pretender detected, 
and the ſupplies from his well-wiſhers in France in 
oreat meaſure cut off, Lord Bolingbroke, it is well 
known, was by the ambaſſador's influence reclaimed 


n 


[5] See the humorous account he gives of this no- 
viclate in letter CLXXXI to his ſon, vol. I. 

[6] John Dalrymple, earl of Stair, a nobleman 
equally eminent for his activity, ſpirit, and abilities, 
in the cabinet and in the field, 

4 5 from 
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cerned at the opportunity afforded him of finiſhing 1715 
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1715 from the ſervice of the chevalier to that of the king; 


—— 


and he juſtified the account, which the earl had given 
of the ſincerity of his return [7], by ſecret aſſiſtance 
and ſeaſonable informations. The careful and ſpirited 


conduct of lord Stair was at that time greatly com- 
mended, though afterwards not ſufficiently ack no- 


ledged [| 8]. 
The 


208 — — 
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[7] See the French letter of the earl of Stair to 
ſecretary Craggs, printed in the ſame volume with 
lord Bolingbroke's letter to fir William Wyndham. 
London, 1753. A friend aſſures me, that the cir- 
cumſtances contained in this letter relative to the pre- 
tender may be depended upon. I cannot help ſuſpect- 


ing that the remarkable words of biſhop Atterbury, 


when, on being. put on ſhore at Calais, and hearing 
that lord Bolingbroke, who had juſt obtained his 
pardon, was arrived there on his way to England, he 
ſaid, Then <e are exchanged, conveyed an inſinuation 
that his lordſhip was rewarded for the informations 
procured of the conſpiracy for which the biſhop ſuf- 
fered. 

[8] This appears from the following anecdote, 
which I owe to the biſhop of Waterford, who had it 
from his noble patron: During the time of the 
« debates on the Exciſe-Bill, the queen endeavoured 


© to perſuade lord Stair not to be concerned in the 


« oppoſition. She told him that ſhe wiſhed, for his 
« ſake, that he would not meddle with politics, but 
e would confine himſelf to the affairs of the army, as 

being 
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be ſucceſs, which had attended the meaſures and 1716 
arms of government, was not thought ſufficient to op nt 
ſecure its ſtability. The raſhneſs and impetuoſity, 
with which the rebellion had been carried on, were 
proofs of the confidence which thoſe who were con- 
cerned in it placed in their ſtrength, and feemed to 
indicate that they poſſeſſed reſources the more alarm- 
ing, as they were concealed. The number of the diſ- 
affected had on this occaſion been found to be much 
greater than was before ſuſpected. Without ſecret 
encouragement, the pretender would ſcarcely have 
; ventured to come over to Scotland, and to ſuffer 
! himſelf to be crowned after the overthrow of his 
Z forces. His friends abroad, though diſappointed, 

continued ſtill to threaten [9g]; his partiſans in the 

kingdom, and even in both houſes, dropped hints of 

revenge. Though the majority in the preſent parlia- 

: ment was greatly on the ſide of the whigs, the leaders 

1 of that party feared, or ſeemed to fear, that another 
| election might not be equally favourable to them. 
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being a better judge of them: to which he an- 
4 « ſwered; Madam, if I had not meddled with poli- 
& tics, I ſhould not now have the honor of paying 
«© my reſpects to you; hinting, by this, that her ma- 
« zeſty owed the crown to his conduct when ambaſ- 
e ſador at Paris during the time of the rebellion in 
cc 171 Fo” b | 
[9] See the earl of Stair's ſecond memorial pre- 
ſented to the regent after the pretender's return to 
Paris. | 


"Yar. L | T his 


1 ien n 
1 1716 This apprehenſion induced the miniſtry to bring in a 


b 
| bill for making this, as s well as future n, 18 
| ſeptennial. 117 
The duration of theſe national aſſemblies i is wel! 4 
| known to have varied at different periods, The 1 
1 time of their being convened has moſtly been un- . 
1 ſettled; and though their meetings were ſometimes 5 li 
| yearly, or perhaps more frequent, yet they commonly XR | 
1 were occaſional, and dependent upon the bulineſs of ” r 
1 the kingdom. The parliament became independent In 
1 of the crown under Charles I. and with proper ma- 0 
nagement might have become ſo of the people under e 
his ſons. The firſt error proved fatal to the king; t 
the laſt might have been deſtructive of the conſtitu- i 
tion. To prevent both extremes, the reigning party, 4 2 
ſoon after the revolution | 10], procured an act to 5 
limit the duration of parliaments to three years. Ex- | 9 
perience ſoon diſcovered, eſpecially in the following 3 
reign, the inconveniencies of too frequent elections, g 
which often favor the ends of faction, and are the 1 
cauſe of unſteadineſs in the adminiſtration of affairs. $ : 
The ferment, in which the nation was at that time, | 4 £ 
and the neceſſity there was of a firm and permanent 1 
miniſtry, rendered theſe conſequences more obvious 1 
1 and more dangerous. It was apprehended that the 
= malecontents might wiſh for a time of general con- : 
| | fuſion, as being the moſt favorable to their deſigns. 2 


period of ſeven years was therefore propoſed to be 
Tug” to that of three; and after a Ong de- 
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e In the year 1694, the 6th of William and 
Mary. 
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bate, the motion was carried in both houſes. Lord 
Stanhope ſpoke in ſupport of this alteration ; and we 
learn from himſelf [10*], that this ſecond ſpeech was 
delivered with more freedom, and received more fa- 
vourably, than the firſt, His ſentiments on this 


life {11]; and though he often expreſſed in the 
ſtrongeſt terms his fears of the progreſs of cor- 
ruption [12], he did not ſeem, to think ſhort parlia- 
ments a certain remedy againſt it. Indeed, the ſcenes 
of violence and debauchery, inſeparable from popular 
elections, afford jult reaſons to doubt whether the re- 
turn to triennial or even annual parliaments would, 
in the preſent ſtate of things, contribute more to the 


- 


£ 
6—— —. 
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[10*] Letters to his ſon, vol. IT. p.-345. 
lit] He even thought a period of ſeven years too 
' ſhort for Ireland, and expreſſed himſelf to the biſhop 
of Waterford in the following manner: © You are 
« all wild about elections in . 100 want, it 
& ſeems, to have all the ill-blood, expence, and riot, 
&« which they occaſion, renewed every ſeven years. I 
« wiſh you would be quiet ; for I S that you 
* will get no good by your politics.” | 
[12] © That ſhameful method of governing „which 
ce had been gaining ground inſenſibly ever ſince 
„Charles II. has, with uncommon ſkill and un- 


1 * n ST, 
F - 
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« perfection, which, at this time, diſhonors and diſ- 
« treſſes this country, and muſt, if not checked (and 
* God knows how it can now be checked), ruin it.” 


D 2 advantage 


ſabje& ſeem to have continued the ſame through 


„ bounded profuſion, been brought to a degree of 


&r 
17 6 


— — 


b> = 
— — 


. T 


<> 


— 
— — = 


— i ae 


> > ee een ene ge 


— 


92 
1716 


1717 


M EM -Q-:1-R 9:0: F 


advantage of liberty, than to the encouragement of 
licentiouſneſs and the propagation of vice. 

Our young ſenator continued from time to time to 
ſpeak in the houſe of commons ; and it appears from 
his account | 13 ], that he took pains to improve his 
manner, and ſhake off his apprehenſions. The ad- 
vantage of his rank, the figure he made in parlia- 
ment, his inſinuating graces in and out of court, muſt 
have raiſed him very ſpeedily to the higheſt employ- 
ments, if an unforeſeen event had not for a time ob- 
ſtructed his elevation. 

This incident was the miſunderſtanding between 
the king and his ſon, which happened about this 
time. It took its riſe from a circumſtance, which 
would appear of little moment [14], if even the moſt 
trifling occurrences did not become important by 


— 8 — — 


[13] Letters to his ſon, ibid. and 358. 

[14] The prince was offended that at the chriſtening 
of his ſon the duke of Newcaſtle ſtood as God- 
father; and he expreſſed his reſentment in ſuch a 
manner as drew upon him his father's indignation. 
The prince often told lord Cheſterfield, 4 That little 
& things affected him more than great ones; and he 
« was often put ſo much out of humour, at his pri- 
« vate levee, by a miſtake or blunder of a valet de 
ce chambre, that the gaping croud admitted to his 
ce public levee would, from his looks and ſilence, 
% have concluded, that he had juſt received ſome 
& dreadful news. Tacitus, added his lordſhip, would 
& always have been deceived by him.“ 
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the greatneſs of the perſons concerned in them. 
There were, in this caſe, other cauſes, which contri— 
buted to the effect. The people in power had for 
ſome time been divided; and the principal of them, 
headed by lord Townſhend, were thought to be ſup- 
ported by the ſucceſſor. His ſpirits, and a better ac- 
quaintance with the language and laws of the king- 
dom, naturally drew after him a great number of ad- 
herents. More heat was ſhewn by the king on this 
occaſion than might have been expected from a man 
of his eaſy and benevolent diſpoſition, who in private 
life would have been loved and efteemed as an amia- 


ble if not as a brighr man. The prince of Wales 


was no longer appointed regent of the kingdom, in 
his father's abſence; he was ordered to quit the 
palace; no public honors were paid to his rank; he 
was ſeparated from his children; and a conſultation 
was held to appropriate to their maintenance part of 
his income of one hundred thouſand pounds. This 
laſt attempt did not ſucceed. Even court-lawyers 
decided, that, if the father and mother were not al- 
lowed to ſuperintend the education of their family, 
they ought to be excuſed from bearing any part in the 
expence. 

During the time of this diviſion, no perſon was 
allowed to remain neuter. The courtiers deſerted 
the prince; and his friends were not received at St. 
James's. This was the caſe with lord Stanhope. 
Attached to one court, he could expect no favor 
from the other, where the influence of his friends 
mult otherwiſe have ſecured his promotion. General 
Stanhope, by his merit and zeal, was grown all- 
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1717 powerful with the king, who readily formed private 


98 


attachments. He accompanicd his maſter in all his 


expeditions to Hanover, both as a miniſter and as a 
friend, and was ſucceſſively advanced to the ranks of 
viſcount and of earl. When Mr. Robert Walpole 
quitted the poſt of firſt lord of the treaſury, he was 


appointed to ſucceed him; and, having made an 


exchange with the carl of Sunderland, held the ſeals 
as ſecretary of ſtate. The intereſt of ſuch a man 
was therefore of the higheſt importance; it had 
proved extremely beneficial to another perſon of the 
family [15]; and it was lord Stanhope's fault, if he 
did not likewiſe experience its effects. The oreateſt 
efforts were made for ſome years to detach him from 
his preſent connections; and, by the price that was 
offered, we may judge of the value that was ſet upon 
his abilities. His father was to have been made a 


[15] A much more diſtant relation; for he was 
deſcended from Sir John Stanhope, father of the firſt 


earl of Cheſterfield, by a ſecond wife. He was em- 


ployed under this reign as envoy- extraordinary and 
plenipotentiary at the court of Spain, and greatly 
diſtinguiſhed himſelf as a negotiator. The late king 
appointed him his ambaſſador to the ſame court, and 
advanced him to the dignity of a peer, by the title of 
lord Harrington. He paſſed ſucceſſively through 


the great offices of ſtate, and was almoſt all his life- 
time engaged in a different intereſt from that of lord 


Cheſterfield, being ſometimes preferred to a and 


ſometimes periods by him, 
duke; 
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unwilling to barter his honor for any title; and 
thought likewiſe that the younger ſons of a duke 


ought to have larger fortunes than either his brothers 


or his children were likely to have. The old earl of 


Cheſterfield, though ſhy of the court, was Jels indif. 


ferent to its trappings. He expreſſed his diſpleaſure 
at his ſon's refuſal, and perhaps was happy in having 
a new excuſe to jultify his ill treatment of him. 

Lord Stanhope was, unfortunately, obliged to di- 
vide for the firſt time againſt the court, in the con- 
teſt for the repeal of the occaſional and ſchiſm 


bills [16]. Theſe two acts, which had been paſſed 
with much difficulty during the laſt years of queen 
Ann, excited great diſcontent. The moſt moderate 


of the tories, as well as the whigs, judged them ex- 
tremely oppreſſive to a Son nderable part of the na- 
tion. Nothing gives a more convincing proof how 


far the ſpirit of party ney carry people beyond their 


a * 
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Cité By the firſt of theſe acts, all . in places 
of profit and truſt, who aſſiſted at any place of worſhip 
where the common prayer was not uſed, forfeited 
their places; and, by the ſecond, no perſon in Great- 
Britain and Ireland was allowed, under pain of impri- 


ſonment, to keep any ſchool, or be tutor or ſchool- 


55 


; duke; but this offer could not tempt him. He was 1717. 
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1718 


maſter, that had not ſubſcribed to the declaration to 


conform to the church of England, obtained a licence 


from the dioceſan, received the ſacrament according 


to the communion of the church, and abſtained "wg 
reſorting, at lealt for a twelve. month, to any conven- 


ticle of the diſſenters, 
D4 real 


56 


hays 
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1718 real ſentiments, than to ſee ſome great men, whom 


toleration had formerly favored, now becoming the 
advocates of intolerant principles; and to obſerve 
ſeveral of the former oppoſers of theſe bills, now 


- equally violent in their oppoſition to the repeal. I 


1719 


am told, ſir Robert Walpole particularly regetted his 
having joined the clamorous high-church men on 
that occaſion. Young lord Stanhope, who was in 
the ſame oppoſition, and voted on the ſame ſide, was 
more excuſcable, as he probably ſtill laboured under 
ſome prejudices of education. *© I thought it,” ſays 
he, impoſſible, for the honeſteſt man in the world 
& to be laved out of the pales of the church, not con- 
ce ſidering that matters of opinion do not depend 
upon the will; that it is as natural and as allowable 
ce that another man ſhould differ in opinion from me, 
vas that I ſhould differ from him; and that if we 
& are both ſincere we are both blameleſs, and ſhould 
& conſequently have mutual indulgence for each 
« other,” His good ſenſe, however, did not ſuffer 


him to join in the new teſt, propoſed by lord Guernſey, 


which, though ſupported by the great Mr. Addiſon, 
was rejected by a majority of the houſe | 17]. 

The prince of Wales's patience, we may ſuppoſe, 
was put to a trial, when the bull for limiting the num- 
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[7] Lord Guernſey's clauſe was to compel any 
perſon, who took the abjuration oath, to acknow- 
ledoe the divine inſpiration of the bible, and the 
doctrine of the trinity. 
majority. | 
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might be thought in itſelf, it ſeemed partial, ill- 
timed, and only intended to ſerve as a teſt between 


the worſhipers of the ſetting, and thoſe of the ri- 
| ſing, ſun. The loſs, which the crown would have 


ſuſtained in the power of acknowledging ſervices, 
and of fecuring a majority in the upper houſe, could 
only be felt by the ſucceſſor; and, in proportion as 
it leſſened the future influence of the crown, it muſt 
neceſſarily diminiſh the number and zeal of the 
prince's friends. This conſideration, probably, had 
greater weight with the houſe of commons than the 
motives of emulation deduced from the ſituation of 
the temples of virtue and of honor, which were moſt 
eloquently diſplayed by one of the members. He 
ſeverely reflected upon a gentleman, who, having 
gained admittance into the houſe of peers, ſeemed to 
wiſh to ſhut the door after him [19]. Probably the 
deſire of ſhewing his gratitude to his benefactor in- 
fluenced our young nobleman, as much as the utility 


6 — — 
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[18] By this bill the number of Engliſh peers was 
not to be enlarged beyond fix; the vacancies, in caſe 


3 5 of extinction of titles, were to be ſupported by the 

* crown; and, inſtead of the ſixteen peers elected for 
Scotland at every new parliament, twenty-five were 
to be made hereditary members of the houſe of lords 
for that kingdom, and that number kept up in Caſe 
of failures. 


[19] General Stanhope. 


of 
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. ber of peers [18] was brought into parliament for 17 22 
| N two ſucceſſive ſeMons. However reaſonable this by 
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of the bill and his own ariſtocratical principles, to di. 


vide with all the Stanhopes [20] in favor of the mi- 


nority, which for the firſt time under this reign was 


on the court ſide. The bill, which had readily paſ- 


ſed the houſe of peers, was by an equally great ma- 


jority thrown out in the houſe of commons, and has 
never been introduced ſince. 0M 
Whether this ill ſucceſs, or the confuſion of affairs 
in the enfuing ſouth-ſea year, contributed to a tem- 
porary reconciliation in the royal family, is uncertain. 


The prince was reſtored to public honors, though 


not to public truſt; and his friends were again well 
received at the king's court. It happened unfortu- 
nately for lord Stanhope, that his relation died ſud- 
denly in the meridian of his power, and was ſincerely 
regretted by his maſter[21]. But lord Townſhend, 

who 


N Colonel William Stanhope and his brother 
Charles Stanhope. 7 

[21] The kings who was at LY was no ſooner 
mtormed of the earl's death, than,-unable to conceal 
his grief, and with tears in his eyes, he roſe from 
table, and withdrew, The counteſs of Cheſterfield, 
who was preſent, favoured me with this account of 
that king's great ſenſibility. Lord Cheſterfield him- 


ſelf, many years afterwards, found an opportunity of 
expreſſing his ſentiments of that nobleman's merit 


in the following words. © The bill now before us 
„(that for reſtraining the power of the crown, with 
*© regard to the diſmiſſion of officers) is in the very 
* lame terms with a bill drawn up in the laſt reign 
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who ſucceeded as ſecretary of ſtate, became allo lord 
Sranhope's patron, and lived ever after with him in 
as ſtrict an intimacy as their different ages and litua- 
tions would admit. Ys 

The prince of Wales had probably expected to 
bear a part in public affairs, and to be conſtituted 
regent during his father's abſence. He was diſap- 
pointed, however, in his expectations; for, when the 
king went to Hanover in 1720, the regency was put 
into other hands [22]. The prince's friends voted 
next year on the ſide of the oppoſition. We accord- 
ingly find lord Stanhope's name amongſt the ſpeakers 
againlt the court, on a queſtion concerning a ſmall 
tax to be laid on civil employments. In this debate, 


— —— 1 


— 


„by as able and honeſt a miniſter as ever ſerved the 
« crown. He was indeed an honeſt and diſintereſted 
« miniſter ; for he had the happineſs of his country 
&« ſo much at heart, that he neglected his own, and 
& has left little elſe to his ſon but the honour of hav- 
ing a ſeat among your lordſhips.“ Debates of the 
Houſe of Lords, vol. IV. p. 200. 

[22] The lords juſtices appointed on this occaſion 
were, the archbiſhop of Canterbury, lord chancellor 
Parker, lord Townſhend lord preſident, the duke of 
Kingſton lord privy ſeal, the duke of Argyll lord 


| ſteward, the duke of Newcaſtle lord chamberlain, the 


duke of Grafton lord lieutenant of Ireland; the dukes 
of Bolton, Devonſhire, Marlborough, and Roxburgh ; 
the earl of Sunderland, the earls Berkeley and Stan- 
hope, and Mr. ſecretary Craggs. 
N he 
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a & borough for which, when he became a peer, his 
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he anfwered his friend and kinſman, Mr. Henry 
Pelham; as afterwards in the other houſe he fre- 


quently oppoſed the duke of Newcaſtle : but it was 


his maxim, that political affairs know no relations, 
friends, or acquaintance. 
The alarm occaſioned by the diſcovery of a new 
plot, for a time, put a ſtop to thele diviſions, and 
united all thoſe who were well-affected to the family. 
The particulars of this intrigue, in which a catholic 
duke, a proteſtant biſhop, an Engliſh nobleman, an 
Iriſh peer, two divines, and a phyſician, were all ſup- 
poſed to be engaged, remain a myſtery even to this 
day. The danger, to which the proteſtant caufe 
would have been expoſed if the conſpiracy had ſuc- 
ceeded, made the friends to the conſtitution exert 
themſelves with redoubled vigor. As this was the 
period of elections for. the ſecond parliament of this 
reign, great efforts were made on both ſides to pro- 
cure a majority; but the court had manifeſtly the 
advantage. The king, with a view of increaſing his 
popularity, took his fon with him in a tour, which 
he made through the weſtern provinces. He re- 
viewed his troops encamped on Salifbury plain; and 
appeared as the monarch of the ſea, on viſiting at 


Portſmouth the triumphant fleet lately returned from 
| the glorious expedition to Meſſina. 


The effects of theſe meaſures were obvious. In 
the firft ſeſſion of parliament, a motion was made, 
and carried, to ſtrengthen the power of government, 
by an augmentation of 4000 men to the army, Lord 
Stanhope, then member for Loſtwithiel, in Cornwall, 


brother, 


wes DCs ann Aw 
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brother, John Stanhope, was elected repreſentative, 1722 
ſpoke with great ſtrength in favor of the motion. ed 
le was undoubtedly glad of an opportunity of ſhew- 
ing his attachment to the reigning family, though he 
might, by this freſh inſtance of zeal, {till add to his 
father's diſpleaſure. 

He was ſoon after rewarded for this mark of fide- 17 
lity, by being appointed captain of the yeomen of 
the guards. It is remarkable, that this favor was 
granted at the time that the king, on letting out for 
Hanover, again excluded the prince from the re- 
gency. Lord Townſhend, to whom he ſucceeded in 
this poſt, adviſed him to make it more profitable 
than he himſelf had done, by diſpoſing of the places. 
1 rather, for this time,” anſwered lord Stanhope, 
e yiſh to follow your lordſhip's example than your 
% advice.” Lord Lumley, who was become lord 
Scarborough by his father's death, had fix years be- 
fore obtained the ſecond regiment of foat-guards, 
A happy conformity of principles between theſe two 
noblemen produced a ſimilarity of conduct in ſimilar 
* circumſtances. None of the commiſſtons were ever 
' fold by either. 

On the revival of the order of the Bach, his lord- 
{hip was offered the red ribband. This he thought 
proper to refule ; and was not well pleaſed with his 
brother, fir William, for accepting it. It is alſo 
ſaid, that his lordſhip took an opportunity of exerci- 
ag his humorous talents upon this occaſion; for 
ſir William Morgan of Tredegar, one of the new 
knights, having loſt the enſign of the order, be made 
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1725 a ballad to turn it into ridicule. This ballad, I am 


1726 


informed, was equally witty and fatyrical. 

Whether this humorous piece of plealantry fol- 
lowed or preceded his lordſhip's diſgrace, is uncertain, 
But when the king ſet out this year for Hanover, 
among the changes that were made at court, lord 
Stanhope ſhared the fate of Mr, Pulteney, and was 
diſmiſſed from his place. : 

J have been informed, that a ſingular circum- 
ſtance prevented his lordſhip from diſplaying his abi- 
lities in the houſe of commons, as he afterwards did 
in the houſe of peers. There was a member of that 
houſe, who, though not poſſeſſed of ſuperior Powe. s, 
had the dangerous talent of making thoſe, whom 
he anſwered, appear ridiculous, by mimicking their 
tone and action. Lord Stanhope was often expoſed 
to this unequal conflict, and always found himſelf 
hurt by it. Poſſibly, this circumſtance, had he re- 
mained long in the lower houſe, might have deprived 
his country of one of its fineſt orators. 

It was therefore fortunate, both for the public and 
himſelf, that the death of his father, which happened 
ſoon after, removed him to the houſe of lords. Du- 
ring the remainder of that reign, he continued true 
to his engagements, and ſpoke occationally on the 
ſide of the oppoſition. But he then had few oppor- 
tunities to diſtinguiſh himſelf in the manner he after- 
wards did in more important debates. 

The complaint of a want of form in a meſſage 
from the king occaſioned a very ſmart conteſt in the 
houſe of lords. The earl of Cheſterfield, a few 
months after he had inherited the title, ſtood up in 

vindication 
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vindication of the privileges of the houſe. He like- 1727 


wiſe ſpoke the year after in a debate concerning a 


clauſe in a money- bill; which gave the Fe a 
diſcretionary power of applying part of the ſupplies 


in any way he might think proper, for the ſecurity 


of the kingdom, and the maintenance of the peace 


of Europe. In both caſes, however, lord Cheſter- 


field contented himſelf with ſpeaking, and avoided 
joining in the proteſts which were entered and ſigned 
by the diſſenting lords. 

Nothing ſeems to have hurt George the firſt more 
than the frequent oppoſitions he met with on account 
of ſubſidies. Bred up in principles different from 
thoſe of the country which he was called to govern, 
he could not avoid complaining to his moſt intimate 
friends, that he was come over to England to be a 
begging king. He added, that he thought his fate 
very hard, to be continually oppoſed in his applica- 
tions for ſupplies, which he only aſked. that he might 


employ them for the advantage of the nation. How 


far he might deceive himſelf in theſe notions can 
ſcarcely now be aſcertained, He is allowed, by thoſe 
who knew him beſt and were moſt attached to him, 
to have been ſomewhat inclined to parſimony, difi- 
dent of himſelf, and very partial to his electorate. 
But, if he was ſhy of appearing in the full ſplendor 


of majeſty, he was ſtill more averſe from any act of 


oppreſſion; and, contented to be beloved by a few, 
did not wiſh public incenſe. He died ſuddenly, of 


— 


an apoplectic ftroke, on his journey to Hanover, the 


1ith of June, in the ſixty-eighth year of his life; 


33 5 


* 


to make him ſenſible of theſe great truths, which lord 
Scarborough and himſelf endeavoured to inculcate 
into the mind of his ſucceſſor. Their endeavours 
may be ſuppoſed not to have been altogether fruitleſs, 
but might have proved ſtill more effectual, if other 
intereſts and connections had not concurred with the 
prejudices of a firſt and foreign education to leſſen 
their influence. Happy thoſe kings who have Sullys 
for their guides ! and happy thoſe guides who have 


| 
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4 1727 and left many private friends, who fincerely lamented tin 
i dis loſs. | de 
Perhaps, had he lived longer, he would have : tha 
[| judged more favourably of his ſituation z and ex- 5 wa 
| perienced, that to be truly a Britiſh king is in fact to 5 wh 
i be the greateſt monarch in Europe, The earl of da 
[ Cheſterfield was not ſufficiently intimate with him, du 
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n. 
ſuch kings as a Henry IV of France for their pupils! k 
Before we quit this period, in which lord Cheſter- 2 ſt 
field made his firſt appearance in the world, both as 3 
a ſenator and courtier, it will not be improper to 5 
take a ſhort ſurvey of his talents, and of the oppor- ; 
tunities he had, as well as of the means he employed, 4 
to improve them, | : 
Genius is certainly not confined to place or time. * f 
Bountiful heaven has ſcattered it over the whole . 


world, and, as far as we know, in proportions not 3 
very unequal. But the exertions of genius, and ef 
pecially its application to any particular object, ſeem 
rather to depend on circumſtances. Eloquence, 


which in this iſland, as in all free ſtates, opens the 
14 readieſt way to honors, is never in greater eſtimation, 
1. nor employed with more ſucceſs, than in thoſe critical 
* times, 
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times, when the higheſt intereſts become ſubſects of 
debate, and diſputes run leſs on the good of the {tate 


than on its preſervation. It is with orators as with 
warriors ; their numbers are increaſed in thoſe times 
when they become moſt neceſſary ; and an age of 
dangers, difficulties, and ſtruggles, never fails of pro- 
ducing both. 

This was evinced in the period which immediately 
ſucceeded the reign of queen Ann. A diſputed title, 
a foreign prince, two oppoſite factions violently ex- 
aſperated, and reſolutely bent on each other's de- 
ſtruction; invaſions from without [23], open [240 
and ſecret conſpiracies within | 25], an unſettled peace, 
a treaſury exhauſted, and the apprehenſions of a na- 
tional bankruptcy [26]; ſuch was the ſtate of the 
nation during the life of George I. His good ſenſe, 
knowledge of the intereſts of Europe, and (notwith- 
ſtanding what the pen of party, or even lord Cheſter- 


—__—_— —— 


0 
- * — 


[23] From Spain, almoſt during this whole reign, 
and in 1717 from Sweden and Ruſſia, It was rather 
ſingular, that theſe two laſt powers, actually at war 
with one another, ſhould have thought of making 
peace only with a view of uniting to attack England, 

[24] In 1715 and 1719. 

[25] In 1718 and 1722. | 

[26] In 1720, the South-Sea affair not only ſhook 
public credit, but alſo the opinion that foreign na- 


tions might have entertained of Britiſh wiſdom. 


France, however, had no reaſon to triumph. She 
had her Miſlifſipi. 


Yor. I. E field, 
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1727 field, may have advanced to the contrary) his fore. ie 
— ſight and activity ſupported and firmly eſtabliſhed a in 


throne raiſed on an unſtable foundation; and through f 
his management the Britiſh crown was fixed upon ” ſe 
his head by that power which had been moſt in- 10 
tereſted, as well as induſtrious, in endeavouring to tc 
deprive him of it 27 ]. ſt 
To a man of moderate abilities, it might have ſuf. fe 
ficed to have yielded to the impulſe of the times; v 
but lord Cheſterfield was not contented to glide pa. o 
ſively along with the ſtream. Many circumſtances 9 IL 
enabled him to take a more active part ; and he neg- 5 0 
. _ = - 
[27] The death of Lewis XIV. who ſurvived 
queen Ann but one year, changed the political ſyſtem 1 
of both courts. George I. had not a more faithful 3 0 
and vigilant friend than the regent of France. They 1 1 
were in ſomewhat ſimilar circumſtances. Spain W ( 
threatening, and indeed trying, equally to deprive the MF 
duke of Orleans of his ſucceſſion to the throne of | 


France, and king George of the poſſeſſion of that of 
England. It was this conſideration which bound 
them lo faſt together, and united them to a certain 
degree in their wars. But as this connection was 
perſonal, it did not extend to the intereſts of Eng- 
land; and the French miniſtry heartily wiſhed to 
make the reſtoration of Gibraltar to Spain the price 
of ſettling firmly the French ſucceſſion. As ſoon as 
that was ſecured by the majority and marriage of 


their king, the peaceful correſpondence between the 8 
two nations was at an end. | x 
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lected none of the advantages, which fortune threw 
in his way. Born with a ſpirit of obſervation, he 
from his youth had remarkable opportunities of ob- 
© ſerving great men. The reſtoration and the revo- 
lution were both under his eyes. The principal ac- 


tors in the buſy ſcenes of the preceding century were 
ſtill living. If he had not the happinels of being in- 
formed and directed by his grand-father, Halifax, he 
was at leaſt introduced very early into the company 
of Halifax's rivals, as well as into that of his friends. 
Danby and Montagu, inveterate enemies under 


Charles II, whoſe ſchemes they had by turns en- 
couraged and defeated, were now fately arrived in 
port. Free from thoſe tumultuous paſſions, which 


had ſo long kept them at variance, they daily met, 
like friends, at the houſe of lady Halifax; as the 
elder African's brother, and old Cato, may be ſup- 


. poſed to have done at the houſe of the mother of the 


Gracchi [28]. Under their eyes, the young eagle 
was made to try his wings, in order one day to foar 
above their reach. 

Models of eloquence of all kinds were equally ſer 
before him. In the lower houſe, which he had juſt 
quitted, he had heard, and ſometimes borne a part in 
thoſe animated debates, in which Shippen, Wynd- 
ham, and Bromley, made a vigorous, though unſuc- 


wr mean 


-” Fw — 


| [28] Her houſe was the reſort of the beſt com- 
pany at Rome; and to that intercourſe, as well as to 
the inſtructions of ſo accompliſhed and virtuous a 


lady, her ſons owed all their improvement and ſucceſs. 
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1727 ceſsful, ſtand againſt thoſe whom they had formerly 
— defeated. Walpole and Pulteney, united as they had 


been by party and by common danger, ſeparated as 
ſoon as they were victorious. Walpole, born for 
buſineſs, indefatigable in labor, and ſupported by a 
powerful influence [29], was a clear, as well as artful 
ſpeaker; and his cotemporaries allowed him to be at 


once the beſt parliament-man, and the fitteſt to take 


the lead in the houſe. Pulteney, by nature formed 


for ſocial and convivial pleaſures, excited by reſent- 


ment to engage in buſineſs, and raiſed by art to be 
the idol of the people, united all the qualities of a 
complete orator. He was florid, entertaining, per- 
ſuaſive, pathetic, and ſublime, as occaſions required. 
The firſt, equally maſter of his ſubje& and of him- 
ſelf, appeared conſtantly calm, quickly diſcovered the 
diſpoſition of his hearers, and, never unprepared him- 
ſelf, knew equally when to preſs and when to recede : 
the ſecond, whoſe breaft was the ſeat of ever-con- 
tending paſſions, with arguments, wit, and even tears 
at command, bore down all oppoſition, and ſome- 
times awakened the ſenſibility of thoſe whom he could 
not convert. Theſe two great men, fo different in 
their manner, deſerved to be ſtudied, though not to 
be implicitly followed, by ſuch an original genius as 
lord Cheſterfield. 


» el. cot. 
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29] The word gynocracy was in ſome meaſure 
created at the beginning of the next period, and was 


often made uſe of by Pope and his friends. 
| The 
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f The upper houſe was no leſs fertile in great cha- 1727 
; racters fit to attract his obſervation. Somers in- OE 
: * deed was then no more [30]: but Cowper ſtill diſtin- 
guiſhed himſelf by ſuperior powers of elocution | 21 ]. . 

; Ee ſtill ſpoke, and ſometimes ſtill with dig- 

5 nity [32]. But, above all, lord Bolingbroke, whom 

Z lord Cheſterfield heard in his youth, had made the 

U] ſtrongeſt impreſſions upon him[ 33]. Among the 

= perſons, who ſucceeded to theſe eminent ſpeakers, 

= ſeveral would have appeared with greater advantages, 

if the qualities of their hearts had equalled thoſe of 

their heads. The unprincipled and unthinking duke 

of Wharton diſgraced the fineſt parts and belt edu- 
cation by the bad uſe he made of both; and, with the 
capacity of a Tully, became, like Clodius, a prolli- 
gate and wretched incendiary [ 34]. The reſtleſs 

. biſhop 


509" We 


— — 


a} 1705 He died in 1716. 

1831] See the characters of both as ſpeakers in lord 

Z Cheſterfield's Letters to his ſon. 

2 [32j He preſerved that dignity in the celebrated 
ſpeech he made in the houſe of peers before his com- 
mitment to the Tower. Even his great antagoniſt 
Bolingbroke, who ſeems to have treated him with too 

= much ſeverity, owned in private converſation, that 

| ; his anſwer to the Dutch ambaſſador Mr. Buys, ar 

C the council in 1712, was a mafter-piece of compoſi- 
tion, and delivered in a maſterly manner. 

| [ 33] Letters to his ſon, vol. I. 

[34] The duke of Wharton's charaQer has been 
admirably drawn by Mr. Pope, and his hiſtory is fut- 


& 2 ficiently 


q * M E M O 1 NR 1 0 K Y 
| j 1727 biſhop of Rocheſter, diſappointed in his hopes of a , p 
Wal primacy [35], with ſuperior abilities, a claſſical pu- : n 
I: ' rity of language, and an auſtere dignity of action, 5 
Fl ſtood forth the champion of a conſtitution which he 4 
0 attempted to ſubvert 36), and of a church whoſe ; & 
li pu-. 
bot 1.8 25 7 uh 77 
W ficiently known, The following fact, which is ex- 5 . 
0 tracted from a book, the ingenious author of which . ; 
| | had the beſt opportunity of being well informed of = 
M1 it, will furniſh us at once a proof both of his talents bi | 
70 and profligacy, His grace, then in oppoſition to 
N | & the court, went to Chelſea the day before the laſt 5 
. « debate on the biſhop of Rocheſter's affairs; where 
4a & acting contrition, he profeſſed being determined to y 
Mi % work out his pardon at court by ſpeaking againſt ; 
py! « the biſhop; in order to which he begged ſome N 
Lal „ hints. The miniſter was deceived, and went 1 

8 


* through the whole cauſe with him, pointing out 


where the ſtrength of the argument lay, and where | 
„its weakneſs, The duke was very thankful, re— 7 
turned to town, paſſed the night in drinking; and. 


without going to bed, went to the houle of lords, 
* where he ſpoke for the biſhop, recapitulating in the 
e moſt maſterly manner, and anſwering all that had 
„ been argued againſt him.” Catalogue of Royal 
and Noble Authors, vol. II. p. 127. 
- [35] That of York had been refuſed to him in the 
| laſt reign ; and it is ſaid, that he entertained hopes 
4: of being bribed by that of Canterbury in this, : 
4 [326] I find in one of my late reſpectable friend 
15 Dr. Birch's papers the following anecdote. Lord 
| « Farcour. Þ 
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principles he poſſibly diſbelieved [37]. Human 1727 


nature, degraded by theſe inſtances of the abuſe 
8 that 
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« Harcourt leaving the old miniſtry, provoked At- 
 <« terbury's abuſive tongue. He, in return, declared, 
cc that, on the queen's death, the biſhop came to him 
and to lord Bolingbroke, and ſaid, Nothing re— 
e mained but immediately to proclaim K. J. He 
“ further offered, if they would give him a guard, 
4 to put on his lawn ſleeves and head the proceſſion.” 
[37] The following anecdote was often mentioned 
by lord Cheſterfield ; and I ſhall, to the beſt of my 
remembrance, give it in his own words, I went 
* to Mr, Pope one morning at Twickenham, and 
e found a large folio bible with gilt claſps lying be- 
fore him upon his table; and, as I knew his way 
e of thinking upon that book, I aſked him jocoſely, 
c if he was going to write an anſwer to it? It is a 
„ preſent, ſaid he, or rather a legacy, from my old 
e friend the biſhop of Rocheſter, I went to take my 
leave of him yeſterday in the Tower, where I ſaw 
this bible upon his table. After the firſt compli- 
= © ments, the biſhop ſaid to me, My friend Pope, 
. conſidering your infirmities and my age and exile, 
„it is not likely that we ſhould ever meet again; 
<* and therefore I give you this legacy to remember 
me by it. Take it home with you, and let me ad- 
* viſe you to abide by it.—Does your lordſhip abide 
; © by it yourſelf ?—I do. If you do, my lord, it is 
* * but lately. May I beg to know what new light 
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1727 that may be made of her gifts, ſeemed to recover her 
— 


dignity in ſome men of great, though very different, 
merit, Slow in his parts, rough in his manner, im- 
patient of contradiction, the humane, generous, and 
benevolent, lord Townſhend, was inelegant in his 
language, often perplexed in his arguments ; but al- 
ways ſpoke ſenſibly, and with a thorough knowledge 
of the ſubject. 
John, duke of Argyll, diſcovered the man of qua- 
lity in all his diſcourſes, no leſs than in all his ac- 
tions: he was a molt pleaſing ſpeaker, though per- 
haps not the cloſeſt reaſoner; and, being himſelf 
moved, he warmed, he charmed, he raviſhed the au- 
dience { 38]. + A happy mixture of the two preced- 
ing characters was found in lord Carteret, Maſter 
of antient, as well as of modern languages, this great 
imitator of Demoſthenes [| 29] poſſeſſed a moſt un- 
common ſhare of learning, and had made the laws of 


— — 
* —— _— — 
1 


6. r arguments have prevailed with you now, to en- 
ce tertain an opinion ſo contrary to that which you 
e entertained of that book all the former part of 
your life? — The biſhop replied, We have not 
* time to talk of theie things; but take home the 
* book; I will abide by it; and I recommend to 
* you to do fo too, and fo God bleſs you!” 


( 28] The contraſt between theſe two characters is 


ſtrongly marked in lord Cheſterfield's letters, vol. I. 


P- 508. from which ſome of the ſtrokes have been 
taken. 


[39] See Dr. Taylor's Diſſertation prefixed to his 


edition ot Demoſthenes. 


his 
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7 Þ his own and of other countries his particular ſtudy, 1727 


2 His political knowledge of the intereſts of princes and 
] of commerce was extenſive ; his notions were great, 
2 perhaps not always juſt. As a ſpeaker, he had a 
wonderful quickneſs and preciſion in ſeizing the weak 
and ftrong fide of a queſtion, which no art or ſophiſtry 
could diſguiſe to him; and his talents in the argu- 
mentative were not inferior to thoſe in the declamatory 
| way. Lord Scarborough was a ſtrong, though not 
an eloquent or florid ſpeaker in parliament ; his diſ- 
courſes were the honeſt dictates of his heart, Truth 
and virtue ſeemed to borrow his voice, and gave ſuch 
weight to all he ſaid, that he more than once carried 
an unwilling majority after him. The fame thing 
may be ſaid of a nobleman cotemporary with thoſe I 
juſt now named; who, ſtill living, preſerves in the 
moſt advanced age that vigor and preſence of mind 


which diſtinguiſhed all his life, and will be remem- 
dered by poſterity with that reverence which is due 


to great honor and great truth [40]. Many other 
characters might be ſketched, and ſome will come in 
courſe in a ſubſequent period; but theſe may be ſuf- 
ficient to give ſome idea of the eloquence of thoſe 
times. Beſides, I am ſenſible how unequal I am to 


ſuch ſketches, fitter for the maſterly hand of him 


whoſe picture I am attempting to draw, 

Lord Cheſterfield's eloquence, though the fruit of 
ſtudy and imitation, was in great meaſure his own. 
Equal to molt of his cotemporaries in elegance and 


wo. 
- 


[40] Lord Bathurit was living when the above was 
written. 


perl; picuity, 
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1727 perſpicuity, perhaps ſurpaſſed by ſome in extenſive- E 


neſs and ſtrength, he could have no competitors in = « 
choice of imagery, taſte, urbanity, and graceful 15 | 
irony. This turn might originally have ariſen from 8 | 
the delicacy of his frame, which, as on one hand it = 
deprived him of the power of working forcibly upon 
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the paſſions of his hearers, enabled him on the other 
to affect their finer ſenſations by nice touches of rail- 
lery and humor. His ſtrokes, however poignant, 
were always under the controul of decency and ſenie. ; 
He reaſoned beſt, when he appeared moſt witty ; and, : 
while he gained the affections of his hearers, he 4 
turned the laugh on his oppoſers, and often forced 
them to join in it [41 |. 


It 
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41 That I am not ſingular in this idea of our 
eart's eloquence will appear from the ſubjoined ac- 
count which was given of it by a cotemporary writer 
in the Gentleman's Magazine for March, 1740; it 
was well received, but ſeems rather too vague and 
pompous. * Lord Cheſterfield, while he fat in the 
* houſe of commons, which he did for ſeveral years 
4e during the life of his father, diſcovered not thole 
c extraordinary talents that have ſince diſtinguiſhed 
him as one of the moſt accompliſhed orators his 
age or country has produced. When he begins 
ce to ſpeak, he has a peculiar art of engaging the at- 
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| <« tention of his hearers, which he irreſiſtibly carries 3 
| ce along with him to the end. He unites in his de- 
f 
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4e livery all the graces of diction that prevailed at 
« Athens and Rome, and expreſſes himſelf. with ai! 
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It might, in ſome degree, be owing to this parti- 1727 
cular turn that our nobleman was not heard with ſo 8 
much applauſe in the lower as in the upper houſe. 
Refined wit and delicate irony are often loſt in popular 
and numerous aſſemblies. Strength, either of argu- 
ment or voice, a flow of pompous words, and a 
continual appeal to the paſſions, are in ſuch places the 
beſt arms to ſupport a good cauſe or to defend a bad 
one. The caſe is very different in the houſe of peers. 
Minds, caft in a finer mould, affe to deſpiſe what 
they ſtile the vulgar arts; and, raiſed equally above 
fears and feelings, can only be affected by wit and 
* ridicule, and love to find ſome of that elegant urba- 

_ nity and convivial pleaſantry which charms them in 
Private life. 

Of all the modes of eloquence this ſeems to be 
the moſt difficult. As it cannot be practiſed without 
great variety, and is above the reach af moderate 
parts, it conſtantly ſtands in need of encouragements 
and aſſiſtance. A man of letters, not deſtitute of 
abilities and imagination, may in his ſtudy, by con- 
ſtant application to the works of the great orators of 
Athens and of Rome, acquire the knack (for often it 
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* the freedom which the Britiſh conſtitution allows, 

* and all the dignity of a peer. He is by no means 

“e ſparing of his Attic ſalt, which he applies ſo judi- 
„ ciouſly, as to pleaſe even thoſe whom it might 
Y * otherwiſe offend, He reaſons with the calmneſs of 
| « a philoſopher, he perſuades with the art of an 
F* orator, he charms with the fancy of a poet.” 
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572) is not much more [42]) of ſtriking his hearers with 


EN OI RK S O 


terror, of inflaming them with indignation, or of melt- 
ing them into ſoftneſs and tears 43]. But the art of 
managing irony and pleaſantry with advantage is a 
peculiar gift, and requires a conſtant intercourſe with 
people of faſhion and men of wit. Lord Cheſterfield 
was early 44] acquainted with thoſe, who in his time 
deſervedly enjoyed the moſt diſtinguiſned reputation; 
and he ſomewhere mentions to his ſon his happineſs 
in having been introduced to theſe great men, not- 
wirhſtanding his inferiority of age. Among his 
friends, were Mr. Addiſon, fir John Van Brugh 45}, 
Dr. Garth, and Dr. Arbuthnot [ 46], Mr. Gay [47], 

| Mr. 


— — 


[42] Lord Cheſterfield makes uſe of this very 
word in the idea he gives to his ſon of parliamentary 


eloquence, Letters to his ſon, vol. II. 


[43] Fully could do no more. Whitfield often 
did as much. 


[44] In the year 1717, he is mentioned in one of 


Mr. Pope's letters to his friend Gay, as being in cor- 
reſpondence with him. 


[45] The earl ſaid, That he never knew a man 
who had more wit in converſation than Sir John Van 


Brugh, and who, at the fame time, was more good- 


natured. 


[46] Dr. Arbuthnot was not only the earl's phy- 
ſician, but his friend. He was often with him in a 


morning, and more than once declared himſelf, in his 


preſence, a patron of Chriſtianity, He uſed fre- 
quently 
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Mr. Pope [48], and teveral*more. Though the laſt my 
of theſe great writers ſeemed in public converſation 
continually 


FR " — * 
1 


quently to communicate his compoſitions to his lord- 

© ſhip. He deſired him to amend and correct what he 

54 chought proper; and was never diſpleaſed at his 
5 lordſhip' s making uſe of that privilege, 

[47] It was probably at lord Cheſterfield's deſire 
that Mr, Gay's Fables were compoſed for the duke 
of Cumberland; but he wanted intereſt to procure a 
ſuitable return to the author. His lordſhip attended 
at that poet's funeral in November, 1732, in Weſt- 
| 2 minſter- abbey, as one of the pall-bearers. 

7 48) Mr. Pope likewiſe ſhewed him ſeveral of his 
1 pieces in manuſcript, that he might read them, and 
give him his opinion. Mr. Pope, it is ſaid in one 
of the magazines, being one day in company at 
lord Cobham's with a great number of perſons of 
* © diſtinction, who were ſcribbling verſes on their 
1 < glaſſes, was deſired by lord Cheſterfield to oblige 
X *© them with a diſtich ex tempore, Favour me with 
= *« your diamond, my lord, ſaid the poet; and im- 
© mediately after wrote on his glaſs : 


s + | Accept a miracle, inſtead of wit; 

8 See two bad lines by Stanhope's pencil writ.” 
But a much finer, though equally ſhort, character 
was drawn of him and of Mr. Pulteney, by the ſame 


band: 


* How can I Pulteney, Cheſterfield forget, 
* While Roman ſpirit charms, and Attic wit?“ 


With 
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1727 continually afraid that the man ſhould degrade the 
poet, and did not eaſily familiariſe himſelf with thoſe 
who wiſhed to procure an intimacy with him ; yet he 

very ſoon attached himſelf to lord Cheſterfield, ad- 
mitted him in his private parties, and was particu- 
larly deſirous of enjoying his company in his retire- 
ment at Twickenham. There he made himſelf moſt 2 
agreeable to thoſe whom he thus diſtinguiſhed. The 

wit and taſte of our Engliſh nobleman was not a | 
little improved by this intimate intercourſe, in which 

he had opportunities likewiſe to obſerve the Engliſh 
bard's charitable diſpoſition, and natural benevolence 


of mind, notwithſtanding the load of infirmities which 
in ſome degree contributed to whet the edge of his 5 
ſatyre, and induced him to treat without mercy thoſe a 
who aſſumed any kind of ſuperiority over, or hap- f 
pened to offend, him. a 
It may eaſily be conceived that a ſociety, compoſed | 
of ſuch men, muſt have been to the higheſt degree ö 
entertaining and inſtructive. It was ſo eſteemed; and 5 


is ſo ſpoken of by thoſe who had the honor of being 
admitted into it. At Mr. Pope's garden at T wicken- 
ham, eſpecially, the flower of the nobility met with- 
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With theſe ſentiments and under many obligations, 
it is rather ſurpriſing he ſhould have omitted him in 
his will. I have been told, there aroſe ſome differ- 
ence between them on account of the late dutcheſs 
of Marlborough, whoſe character, under the name of 
Atoſſa, Mr. Pope was, in vain, ſolicited by his friend 
to give up. 

out 
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out any pageantry of ſtate, jealouſy of party, or diſ- 17 727 
tinction of ſe&t[49]. Amongſt theſe were, Cobham, 


- * — — — —_— 
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; Bathurſt, Queenſbury, Pulteney, Orrery, Lyttelton, 1 
5 Marchmont, Murray, names ſacred in the annals of | 
their country, and immortaliſed by the poet they | 
* loved. The head and the heart were both improved : 
1 by ſuch a familiar intercourſe of true greatneſs and F 
: genius. To theſe eminent judges, as well as pa- ö 

trons of wit, the young author ſubmitted his firſt i 


eſſays, and received encouragement and advice. By 
their aſſiſtance and credit the veteran poet was often 
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relieved, and ſometimes ſupported againſt the frowns þ 

of courts, and under the preſſure of old age and of " 

want [50). Sentiments of benevolence and gene- l 

roſity i 

; [49] Thomſon, Mallet, Hooke, Glover, &c, One i 
ö of theſe (Mr. Hammond) wrote, when only 22 years . 
5 old, ſome love- elegies in the true manner of Tibul- i 


lus ; which lord Cheſterfield eſteemed ſo much, that, 
when the young author died ten years afterwards, he 
took upon him the pleaſing taſk of publiſhing them. 
The ſhort preface which he prefixed contains many 
ſtrokes highly characteriſtic of his lordſhip's manner 
of thinking, as well as of his feelings. 
[50] They procured many ſubſcriptions to Mr. 
Gay for the impreſſion of his Fables; and by the 
produce of thele, as well as by the ſucceſs of the 
Beggar's Opera, that poet was enriched as much as 
a poet commonly can, or perhaps ought to be en- 
riched. Mr. Aaron Hill had frequent encourage- 
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1727 roſity were impreſſed upon the ſoul of him, whom 1 

pride was likely to miſlead, or avarice to corrupt. 1 

Such were the friends, whom lord Cheſterfield was 

fo happy to be connected with; in their company, 9 

and by their joint aſſiſtance and encouragement, 

Pope ſketched his ethic epiſtles, which point out to 

man his grandeur and his weakneſs ; and his immor- 

tal ſatires, which in this ifland have moſt ſeaſon- 

ably ſtopped the progreſs of pedantry and falſe taſte. | 

Swift ſeems to have been much leſs intimate with 

our earl, though he attempted to become ſo [51]. | 

Perhaps it were to be wiſhed that lord Cheſterfield |} 

had maintained the ſame reſerve with lord Boling- | 
broke; but lord Bolingbroke was not to be reliſted. 


0 _ 


_—— 


ments given him, notwithſtanding his frequent bicker- 

ings with Mr. Pope; and even his great enemy 2 
Dennis was relieved in his old age, at the requeſt of Þ * 
a man whom he had the moſt reviled. 

[51] I ſhall copy the following article of one of 
the biſhop of Waterford's letters to me. © Lord 
« Cheſterfield told me, that, one winter, he was very 
6e often in company with Swift, and he obſerved that 
ce he was very deſirous to be more particularly ac- 
&« quainted with him, but that he would not pay him 
« the firſt viſit; upon which his lordſhip conde- 
© ſcended to make the firſt advance. When he was 
ce made Jord ſteward, the dean applied for a place - 
6e in favour of a friend. His lordſhip complied with | 
e his application; but jocularly deſired, that he | : 
* ſhould not mention his name in any of his writings.” 
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In that extraordinary man, nature ſeems to have 1727 
blended two different and .oppoſite fouls; and he 
might have been the greateſt character of his, or of 
any age, if, in many reſpects, he had not ſhewn bim- 
ſelf the weakeſt [ 52]. Lord Cheſterfield's acquaint- 
ance with Bolingbroke commenced long before the 
great oppoſition to fir Robert Walpole, and perhaps 


— 


[52] See his character drawn by lord Cheſterfield 
in one of his letters to his fon, vol, II.: to which 
may be added the following particulars, imparted by 
the earl in a private converſation (Dec. 3, 1749,) to f 
one of his friends, who took them down in writing, 
and communicated to me this memorandum. © In 
&« a converſation I had this day with lord Cheſter- 
« field, upon the ſubject of lord Bolingbroke, he told 
me, that, though nobody ſpoke and wrote better 
« upon philolophy than his lordſhip, no man in the 
* world had leſs ſhare of philoſophy than himſelf ; 
« that the leaſt trifle, ſuch as the over-roaſting of a 
leg of mutton, would ſtrangely diſturb and ruffle 
« his temper z and that his paſſions conſtantly got 
« the better of his judgment. He added, that no 
“man was more partial to his friends, and more ready 
eto oblige them, than he was; and that he would 
* recommend them, and repreſent them, as ſo many 
e models of perfection: but, on the other hand, 
> © that he was a molt bitter enemy to thole he hated 
and though their merit might be out of all diſ- 
pute, he would not allow them the leaſt ſhare of 


it, but would pronounce them fo many fools and 
e blockheads.” 
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was begun at Paris. One reaſon of this connection 
was certainly, that much could be learned from him, 
particularly with regard to public affairs; and, though 
the earl by no means adopted either his political or 
religious principles in their full extent, he continued 
in great intimacy with him to his death. TI have been 
told, that king George I. who owned himſelf under 
great obligations to lord Bolingbroke, intended, it 
he had lived to return to England, to have made 
him prime miniſter; and I ſhould believe this intel 
gence ſufficiently well- grounded [ 53], if, on the 
other hand, no leis reſpectable authorities did not 
oblige me to ſuſpend my judgment on this point [ 54 |, 
Poſterity will, perhaps, continue ſome time in the 
{ame ſtate of indeciſion. 

Several foreigners, who have ſince made a ſhining 
ſigure in the republic of letters, viſited England du- 
og | this period, and formed intimate connections 


— * 


53] My late friend Mr, Mallet has often repeated 
to me that circumſtance, which is ſtrongly hinted at 
in lord Bolingbroke's own works. The late lord 
Clanbrazil told it the biſhop of Waterford ; and in 
a letter to Dr. Birch, from one of his beſt-informed 
correſpondents, I find it allerted on no leſs an au- 
thority than that of the late earl of Orford. 

{ 54] Mr. Horace, afterwards lord Walpole, treated 


this report as a fable; and the counteſs of Cheſter- 


field, who was with the king in his laſt expedition, 
aſſured me, that, whatever lord Bolingbroke mig: 
have been induced to hope or to ſay on that ſubject, 
the King never had ſuch an intention. 1 
by Wit 
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LORD CHESTERFIELD. SECT, II. 


with our earl. Some of the principal were Algarotti, 


the happy imitator of Fontenelle | 55], Monteſquieu, 
and Voltaire. The author of the Perſian letters ſpent 
two years in this country, the beſt part of which 
were taken up in ſtudying that admirable conſtiturion 
he was ſo fond of, and has ſo well deſcribed. He 
could not derive his informations from better autho- 
rity than lord Cheſterfield. It is ſaid that Monteſ- 
quieu, in mixt companies, did not appear equal to 
the idea conceived of him; but he is univerially al- 
lowed to have been moſt amiable, ſprightly, and uni- 
verſal, in ſelect ſocieties. Such a man could not fail 
to pleaſe, and, having once plealed, ſoon to become 
the friend of lord Cheſterfield. We find accordingly 
that they kept up a regular correſpondence, which 
only ended with Monteſquieu's life. 

The young author of the Henriade came into Eng- 
land a few years before, with a view to publiſh his 
poem ; and, at the ſame tirae, to improve his know- 
ledge and his taſte. The patronage of the princeſs 
of Wales, afterwards queen Caroline [56], was pro- 


— — 


[55] His Dialogues on the Newtonian Syſtem of 
Attraction and Colours have been tranſlated into 
Engliſh as well as other languages. The manner 
emulates that of Fontenelle's Plurality of Worlds; 
the ptiloſophy is infinitely ſuperior. Lord Cheſter- 
field recommended his ſon to that amiable philoſo- 
pher at Berlin. 

56] The firſt edition of that poem was dedicated 
to her by the author in an Englith epiſtle. It was 
printed in London 1726. 
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1727 cured by lord Cheſterfield, one of the beſt judges of 


— — 


ſuch a poem, and of the ſame age with the writer 57 ]. 
And, indeed, theſe conſiderations ſeem ſomewhat to 
have influenced his judgment, both of the poem and 
of the man. 

It would be matter of aſtoniſhment, 1f human na- 
ture did not afford numerous inſtances of ſimilar in- 
conſiſtencies, to find that the ſame man, who was lo 
delicate and ſo happy in the choice of his ſocieties, 
ſhould have ſhown himſelf fo defective in that of his 
amuſements. We wilh it were poſſible to ſuppreſs 


* 


[;7] Mr. Voltaire acquired, during his ſtay in 
England, a conſiderable knowledge of the language 
and of the manners of the nation. It was there that 
he compoſed his Letters upon the Engliſh Nation, in 
which he ſtrongly recommended inoculation to his 
countrymen. He likewiſe publiſhed in Engliſh, an 
Eſſay on Epic Poetry. His Tragedy of Brutus was 
dedicated to lord Bolingbroke, and that of Zaire to 
Sir Everard Fawkener. But above all, he paid his 
court to Mr. Pope, tranſlated ſeveral paſſages of his 
works, and earneſtly wiſhed he would have done him 
the ſame honor. In an Engliſh letter to this poet 
from Mr. Voltaire, which I once had in my poſſeſſion, 
he deſired him to tranſlate the following four beauti- 
ful lines of his Henriade; but I do not find that the 
Engliſh bard ever complied with his requeſt ; 

« Leur empire n'a point de campagnes deſertes, 
De leurs nombreux troupeaux leurs plaines ſont couvertes ; 
Les guerrets de leurs bleds, les mers de leurs vaiſſeaux; 


& Is ſont eraints fur la terre, ils font rois fur les eaux.“ 
L | this 
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LORD CHESTERFIELD. SECT. 1. 


conſiſts in repreſenting faithfully its original, we can- 
not omit the ſhades occaſioned by his lordſhip's im- 
moderate attachment to pleaſure, and particularly to 
gaming. This laſt paſſion, the leaſt excuſable of all, 
eſpecially when not foſtered by want, or accompanied 
with ſkill, was in every period of his life equally de- 
trimental to his character and fortune [58], It en- 
gaged him every night in the company of people, 
with whom he would have been aſhamed to have 
been ſcen at any other time. He knew, and deſpiſed, 
yet could not ſhun, them [59]. Crouds flocked 
round the gaming-table, to enjoy fo unequal a ftrite ; 
in which, while his pocket was picked, the applauſe, 
which the repeated flaſhes of his wit drew from all 


— 


* 


8] This he lamented in ſeveral of his letters; 
and, if I am well informed, it retarded for many 
years his marriage with his lady; King George I. 
who was acquainted with this unfortunate propen- 
ſity, having, on that account, oppoled and prevented 
the match. 

[59] In one of the rooms at Bath, he met a young 
nobleman juſt arrived, who had the ſame failing with 
himſelf, He whiſpered to his friend (pointing at 
the ſame time to ſome people who ſtood round them), 


beware of theſe ſcoundrels; it is by flight alone that you 


can preſerve your purſe. The nobleman believed 
him, quitted the room; and on his return found the 
ear] engaged at play with thoſe very harpies whom by 
his advice he had juſt eſcaped, 
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| we experience the ſame feelings, which would be railed 
| | by the ſight of a friend embarking, in order to pur- 
l | ſue, upon uncertain ſeas, and in unexplored countrics, 
lll. that fortune and honor, which heaven gave, and he 
| leaves behind him. Our admiration of his courage 
l can only be equalled by our anxiety for his ſafety ; 
ll and, while from the ſhore we follow him as far as 
[| our eyes are able to reach, we cannot help expreſſing 
| our earneſt wiſh, that he may be reſtored to us not 
| much the worſe for ſo perilous a voyage. 
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| 172) around, ſeemed to make him abundant amends for 1 
li his loſſes | 60]. y 
l} Having thus deſcribed lord Cheſterfield's prepara- f 
l; tions for his political career, we ſhall now endeavour 1 
| to give the beſt account we can of him in this new : 
| ſcene. But, on ſeeing him launch forth from a life 4 
| ſpent in polite ſtudies, elegant converſation, eaſe and 1 
| pleaſure, to one of labor, difficulties, and dangers; ; 


| [60] The ſame hand, whoſe character of his lord- 
lt __ ſhip as an orator I juſt tranſcribed from the Gentle- | 
ll man's Magazine, thus deſcribes the charms of his 
converſation, * The moſt barren ſubjects grow 
| „ fruitful under his culture, and the moſt trivial! 
| [i * circumſtances are enlivened and heightened by his | 1 
|} * addrels. When he appears in the public walks, 
the company eneroaca upon good-manners to 
s liſten to him, or (if the expreſſion may be allowed) 
* ro ſteal tome of that fine wit, which animates even 
$ his common diſcourſes. 


* With poignant wit his converſe ill abounds, 
| And charms, like beauty, thoie it deepeſt wounds.” 
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LORD CHESTERFIELD. SECT. Inn. 


ren 


ORD Cheſterfield was three and thirty years of 1727 


age, when the crown of Great Britain devolved 
on a prince, in whoſe family and favor he had con- 
tinued thirteen years. His ſentiments, on this oc- 
caſion, may eaſily be conceived; and he had an early 
opportunity of expreſſing them, as well as the wiſhes 


of the nation, in the ſpeech he made in the houſe of 


lords, to introduce the motion for the addreſs of con- 
dolence, of congratulation, and of thanks to the king, 
a fortnight after the death of his father. | 

As the earl's joy on this occaſion was natural, his 
expectations mult likewiſe have been great. If ſuf- 
ferings in the prince's cauſe, if the refufal of con- 
fiderable offers to detach him from his ſervice, if 
trials of zeal, and all the attentions of a courtier joined 
to the abilities of a ſtateſman, could have fecured a 
maſter's affection, he had every reaſon to hope that 


he ſhould ſucceed in a ſhort time to the ſame degree 


of influence and truſt with George II. which carl 
Stanhope had deſervedly acquired with George I. 

The firſt appearances, however, were different. The, 
lovereign, at his acceſſion, ſeemed rather more dit- 
poſed to forget former offences, than anxious to re- 
ward pait ſervices. Few changes were made in public 
offices; the prince re- admitted ſeveral, who, having 
formerly belonged to his court, had ſince thought 
WEE F 4 proper 
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172] proper to deſert it; and it was ſoon obſerved that 
lome perſons, who had been moſt in favor with the 


M. R MD.1KRS80-F 


late king, were likely to enjoy the ſame influence 
under the preſent reign. 

Whether the earls attachment was thought ſo 
ſtrong as not to require any immediate encourage- 
ment, or whether a want of obſequiouſneſs, even at 
that early period [1], diverted for ſome time the 
courle of royal favors from him, is uncertain. His 


— 


1 


— — 


J The following information, which I owe to 
the biſhop of Waterford, renders this conjecture not 
improbable: © At the beginning of the reign of 


George II. a perſon told lord Scarborough, lord 


* Cheſterfield, and lord Lonſdale, that the king in- 
<* tended to cloſet them with regard to ſomething that 
was to be propoſed to the houſe of lords: but they 
all three requeſted that his majeſty would not do it, 
* for it would have no influence upon them; but, 
on the contrary, make them ſo much the more upon 
ce their guard, being determined to vote according to 
« their own way of thinking, as their honor and 
&* conſcience directed them.” What this buſineſs 
was we cannot conjecture; but it is remarked by the 
compiler of the Hiſtory and Proceedings of the Houſe 
of Lords, vol. IV. p. 7. that, „the order againſt 
& the admiſſion of ſtrangers into the houſe was ſo 
ce ſtrictly obſerved this ſeſſion (the firſt of the new 
ce parliament), that no account of their lordſhips 
& ſpeeches or debates was publiſhed as uſual after the 
« receſs; and that no one proteſt therein has ap- 
* peared,” | 
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LORD CHESTERFIELD. SECT. III. 


39 


name, however, was not in the liſt of promotions; 1727 


he kept only his poſt of lord of the bed-chamber, 
and was not even reſtored to the place of captain of 
the yeomen of the guard, which on his diſmiſſion had 
been beſtowed on the earl of Leiceſter. Lord Scar- 
borough ſeemed to have been diftinguiſhed more 
early. He was immediately appointed maſter of the 
horſe, and made a member of the privy council, into 
which lord Cheſterfield was not admitted till ſix 
months afterwards. 

To perſons unacquainted with courts, it may ap- 
pear that the nomination of the earl to the embaſſy 
of Holland ſ2] was not only a ſufficient equivalent 
for the rewards he might have expected, but alſo an 
earneſt of future advancement. Perhaps it was in- 
tended to be ſo; but thoſe, who know by what pre- 
carious tenure kingly favor is held, may ſuſpect, that 
the fear of giving his lordſhip further opportunities 
of ingratiating himſelf with his maſter had ſome 
ſhare in this promotion. 

But whatever the miniſter's views, in ſending him 


as ambaſſador to the Hague, may have been, the poſt 


itſelf was equally ſuited to lord Cheſterfield's taſte 
and abilities ; and he was determined to diſtinguiſh 
himſelf in this ſtation, that it might be a ſtep to * 


further elevation. 


The choice of his attendants was his firſt objeck, 


and he was in general directed in it by the ſtricteſt 


laws of decency and propriety. The honorable John 
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[2] In return to the embaſſy from the States, to 


compliment the new king on his acceſſion. OY, 
| 5 h Stanhope, 


1728 


FI 


r 
0 n Ls 


> 
2, ˙ ae ton 


— En 


— Rr 
7 — ” Sth — 2 > 


go 


nn e 


1728 Stanhope, his brother, was, at his recommendation, 
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appointed ſecretary of embaſſy. In him, he was ſure 
to find an amiable companion and a true friend; bu: 
could neither expect a guide, nor apprehend a rival. 
Indeed it was at all times his principle, to ſuffer no 
perfon about him, who might aſſume the conſequence 
of a prime minifſter. 

The other perſons, who compoſed his family, were 
either fuch as he himſelf perfectly knew, or who were 
recommended to him by thoſe with whom he was 


moſt intimate. To lord Bolingbroke he was indebted 


for the choice of his equerry, Mr. now colonel Rutter, 
2 gentleman often mentioned with diſt inction in his 
letters. 

Dr. Broxholm, his friend as well as his phyfician, 
a man of taſte as well as great {kill in his profeſſion, 
introduced to his lordſhip his brother-in-law, who, 


from a happy and ſingular conformity of character, 


manners, and inclinations, foon became particularly 
attached to him. He was a ſecond fon, of a gond 
family, and about eighteen years old. His father, 
Anthony Hammond eſq; was one of the commii- 
fioners of the navy, accounted a good ſpeaker in 
parliament, and well known by the name of filver- 


tongued Hammond, given to him by lord Boling- 


broke. He was a man of wit, but, not unlike other 


orators, wanted conduct, and had, as lord Cheſterfield 
uſed to ſay, ** all the ſenſes but common ſenſe.” He, 


however, did not neglet the education of his fon, 


and ſent him to Weſtminſter-ſchool, where he Jaid-jn 


a confiderable ſtock of claſſical and polite learning. 
Born a poet, and endowed with a conſiderable ſhare of 
e ſenſibility 
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LORD CHESTERFIELD. SECT, III. 


ſenſibility as well as delicacy, he was particularly 
happy in imitating thoſe great maſters of antiquity, 
whoſe writings contain the molt faithful repreſenta- 
tions of the human heart, and in particular that poet, 
who, in this reſpect, has excelled them all, Tibullus. 
His life was a remarkable inſtance of the different 
uſe that can be made of great talents. He divided 
his time between the purſuit of pleaſures and faſhion- 
ble amuſements, and a cloſe attention to his favourite 
ſtudy of poetry; but theſe two objects could not at 
the ſame time occupy his foul, When he was the 
man of the world, the agreeable companion, the lively 
wit, he entirely loſt ſight of books and ſtudies. But 
theſe times of diſſipation were ſucceeded by intervals 
of retirement. In thele, which often laſted many 
weeks, he ſhut himſelf up, and devoted himſelf to 
the ſervice of his favorite authors; from whom he 


afterwards returned to the world with a freſh ſtock. 


of fancy and ſpirits, His heart was a moſt friendly 
one, and he enjoyed every opportunity of obliging 
in a manner peculiar to himſelf, The ambaſſador 
loved him with all his ſingularities, which in fome 
meaſure were his own. Their intimacy grew to a 
very great degree, and ſhewed itſelf even after the 
death of the poet. 

But it was particularly from the hands of friend- 
ſhip that he received his chaplain. Richard Chenevix, 
born in England, but of a diſtinguiſhed family in 
France, was choſen for this office. This gentleman's 
father, one of the unfortunate victims of perſecution, 
driven out of his native country by the repeal of the 
edict of Nantz, had ferved as exempt in a troop of 
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ther commanded that corps, and afterwards died glo- 
riouſly at Blenheim, at the head of the ſecond ſqua. 
dron of carabineers, of which he was major. His 
ſecond ſon, who was the earl of Scarborough's god- 
lon, was educated at the univerſity of Cambridge, 
afterwards went into orders, and was appointed domeſ- 
tic chaplain to the earl of Scarborough, and to the 
lord Whitworth at the congreis of Cambray. On 
his return to England, lord Scarborough recom- 
mended him to lord Cheſterfield, to accompany him 
to Holland. The choice of a clergyman, who under- 
ſtood and could ſpeak the French and Engliſh lan- 
guayes equally well, was particularly proper, as it 
was then intended that the earl, after ſtaying ſome 
time in Holland, ſhould go from thence ambaſſador 
to France[ 3]. Mr. Chenevix was told by his patron 
that he would then be obliged to preach in French 
as well as in Engliſh. Lord Stair was the laſt of the 
Engliſh ambaſſadors, who had divine ſervice per- 
formed in his chapel in the language of the country; 
and there is great reaſon to believe that lord Cheſter- 
field would have followed the example of his pre- 
deceſſor, but he was not put to the trial. The diſ- 
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{ 3] Perhaps it were to be wiſhed, notwithſtanding 
his great ſucceſs, that this plan might have taken 
place. His addreſs and penetration, as well as his 
conciliating ſpirit, would have been ſtill more uſe- 
fully exerted in diſpoſing the two nations, that have 
the greateſt weight on the continent, to maintain the 
peace of Europe, inſtead of diſturbing it. 
tinguiſhed 
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LORD CHESTERFIELD. SECT, I. 93 
: tinguiſhed manner, in which he acquitted himſelf of 1728 
the embaſſy at the Hague 4], engaged the king to 
continue him at that place much longer than he at 
* rſt intended. The perſonal regard which lord 
Cheſterfield profeſſed to his death for this worthy 
clergyman, and the warm ſentiments of affection 
which the biſhop of Waterford retains for the me- 
mory of his patron, do equal honor to both. f 
From the nature of lord Cheſterfield's education, 1 
and his ſtudious manner of life, but ſtill much more | 
from his intercourſe with moſt experienced ſtateſmen ; 
of different principles, it may be judged, that he had ; 
acquired no inconſiderable fund of political know- 
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[4] The ſenſe that was entertained of lord Cheſter- 
field's important ſervices in this embaſſy, may be 
* evinced by the following extract from a letter of lord 
4 TownſhendQ's to the ambaſſador, dated Sept. 6, 1729. 
„ I cannot conclude this letter without applying 
% mylelf particularly to your excellency with all the 
cc joy imaginable - your conduct, your activity, your 
Leal, your ability in performing the king's com- 
e mands, gave his majeſty the utmoſt ſatisfaction; 
and I congratulate your excellency, not only on 
* your ſucceſs, but on this opportunity of ſhewing 
„ his majeſty, of how much importance it has been 
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5 * to his ſervice, to have had fo dextrous, vigilant, 
* *© and zealous a miniſter as yourlelf at the Hague, in 
+ * this critical conjuncture.“ This, and ſome other 


information of the ſame kind, was obtained from 
ſome original records, to which Dr, Maty had acceſs. 
: | ledge ; 
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1728 ledge; yet he was diffident of himſelf, and thought 


it proper to recur to other helps. We have ſeen 0 
. 3 "iy 
that a courſe of lectures in civil law had been the 5 


principal object of his ſtudies at Cambridge; but 1 
theſe lectures, even ſoppoſing them to have been 
well attended by him, did not comprehend the laws 
and cuſtoms of other countries. Immediately, there. 


fore, upon his arrival at the Hague, he applied to a 4 
celebrated profeſſor [ 5] of the univerſity of Leyden; 4 
and, at his recommendation, took into his houfe a 5 
gentleman who was perfectly well qualified to in- } 
ſtruct him in the ſcience both of the civil law and the f 


Imperial code. 

But lord Cheſterfield was thoroughly ſenſible, that | 
knowledge alone, however extenſive, would avail him 
but little in his political career, unleſs adorned with 
other miniſterial accomplithments. He wiſhed to be 
a man of the world, as well as a man of buſineſs; 


— 
——— 


- 


; 
: * 
7 
- 
: 
- 
= 
: 
'TY 
of 
0 
1 
1 
Ta 
8 
© 
mn 
171 
4: 
: 7 
1 
1 
wm. 
TEM 
- T7 Y 
g - 
* 
„ 
1 
* $4 
'T] 
TRt 
* #1 
| 
4 
„ 
- i 
We”, 
Lt 
v3 
. ,4 
| 
if ;, 
Tl 
1 1 
1 
iq 
1 
. 
4 
1 
Th 
mo 
r 
1 * 
7 
1 
7 | 
+ : 'T] 
ig 
3 
5 
it 
1X 
1 
„ 
$7 
iT 
C 
Fi 
14 
5 +4 
1 
. 
1 e 
/ 
7 
. 
bb. 
1 
Wig 
T 
: : 
1 4 
, 
Watt) 
- 
| 4 
= ! 
4 
ſ: 


EO OBE Tbs» OTE Of a 8 22 L 
2 CCC = 2 2 


—— 


— — LS 
— — 
— — — 
4 ”— 
— — — — — —ö— 
— — —— 


[Ds] Mr. Vitriarius, a man of great knowledge, 
candor, and virtue. His countrymen, the Germans, 
are ſuppoſed to underſtand the jus publicum and gen- 
tium better than the learned of any other nations. 
The origin and ſtate of their very complicated con- 


rr 


ſtitution renders this ſtudy of particular importance 3 
to them. It was during his travels in Germany that : 
lord Carteret acquired his extenſive notions of the ; 


cuſtoms and laws, as well as of the conſtitution, of 
the empire; and with the ſame views lord Cheſterfield 
ſent his ſon to the univerſity of Leipzig, to acquire, 
under profeſſor Maſcow, that knowledge which he 


Found ſo uſeful to himſelf. 
and 
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and had ſtrongly imbibed the idea, that labor and 1728 


pleaſure were not incompatible, and that the one con- 
tribured to heighten the taſte of the other. His fart 
occupation in the morning was to write his diſpatches; 
and, as he left little for his ſecretary to do, he fre- 
quently ſtaid in his room till dinner-time, unleſs buſi- 
neſs called him out. Sometimes he returned there 
in the afternoon; but, in general, like thoſe of the 
famous De Witt [ 6], his evenings were ſpent in al- 
ſembles and amuſements [7] Theſe very amuſe- 
ments furniſhed him with many opportunities, which 
he never neglected, of {tudying characters; fo that, 


in the midit of his pleaſures, he never loſt ſight of 


his main object, which was, to diſtinguiſh himſelf as 
a man of buſineſs. 

In the middle of the year 1728 he arrived at the 
Hague. This village 1s juſtly conſidered as the capi- 
tal of the United Provinces, and, almoſt for theſe 
two centuries palt, has been the center of the moſt 
important negociations 8]. A foreign miniſter can- 


— HIDE * R * — 


6. Lord Cheſterfield's Letters to his ſon, vol. I. 
P- 532. 

[7] Unfortunately theſe were not always the belt 
choſen, or enjoyed with moderation ; but yet he con- 
tinued faithful ro his rule, and though he might 
ſometimes go to bed at fix in the morning, he never 
failed to al at eight. 

[8] See the letters and negotiations of Winwood, 
Carleton, and Sir William Temple, among the Eng- 
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liſh; and of Jeanin, d Avaux, and d' Eſtrades, among 
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1728 not be in a better ſchool for improving his talents, 


— — 


and exerciſing his patience, both from the character 
of the nation, and from the nature of its conſtitution. 
As this differs, in many reſpects, from that of moſt 
other modern ſtates; and as, among the ancient, 
none comes nearer to it than the confederacy of the 
Acheans; it will not be improper to inſert here 2 
ſhort ſketch of it. 

It conſiſts of ſeven provinces, various in extent, 
unequal in force, and often divided in intereſt. Each 
of the provinces is compoſed of ſeveral towns or ci- 
ties, every one of which has its own government and 
laws, and is as independent of its neighbours, as the 
provinces are both of each other and of the ſtate. 
Supreme authority reſides in every part, and com- 
mon intereſt affords the only bond of union. In or- 
der to carry on the public concerns, a certain num- 
ber of deputies from each province meet, at ſtated 
times, at the Hague, and compoſe what is called, 
the Aſſembly of the States General]. The ma- 
Jority there decides, but only in common matters [ 10]. 

Affairs 


— — 


[9] The limits of this work will not allow me to 
give an account of the ſtanding council of ſtate in 
Holland, and of ſeveral particular courts of juſtice, 
trade, and accompts. 

{ :0] The nature and limits of their juriſdiction 


are admirably well defined by one of the great orna- 


ments of the country. * Quia res majores antiquitus 
« nifi gentium ſingularum conſenſu non expedieban- 
« tur, 
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1ORD CHESTERFIELD. SEC T. nil. 97 
Affairs of importance, ſuch as war, taxes, navigation, 1728 
the regulation of the colonies, &c. are referred to 
each of the provinces; and although cach of them 
has its own ſtates, theſe cannot give their final con- 
ſent till they have procured the ſuffrages of every one 
of the voting towns. This previous application to 
each of theſe ſingle communities, and their approba- 
tion, are ſeldom diſpenſed with, except in caſes where 
neceſſity takes place of law. The difficulties in ob- 
taining this unanimity are great, and the inconve- 
niencies attending it obvious; diſpatch and ſecrecy 
can never be expected, and the door 1s left open for 
cabals and machinations. It ſometimes happens, that 
the refuſal of one ſmall town ſtops a reſolution ; and 
that its conſent cannot be obtained without ſome 
ſtipulation in favor of one of the magiſtrates [11 ], 
Theſe inconveniencies are, in great meaſure, pre- 
vented, when the republic has a chief, of power and 
influence ſufficient to prevail over private intereſt and 


intrigues [12]. When there is no ſtadtholder, as was 
the 


* — 
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* tur, mole negotiorum & periculo cunctationis re- 
« pertum eſt, legatos mittere cum liberis mandatis, 
qui ſupreme curiæ imminerent, et ubi quid gra- 
vius obveniret, moraque dignum, ſuæ quiſque pa- 
triæ ordines conſulerent.” Grotii Annal. lib. V. 
[I] Lord Cheſterfield mentions an inſtance of 
this nature in which he was concerned. Account of 
the government, &c. of the United Provinces, pub- 
liſhed at the end of the letters to his ſon, vol. II. 
p. 343. N 
[12] Lord Cheſterfield very ſhrewdly conjectures 
Vor. I. I that 
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f 1728 the caſe during lord Cheſterfield's embaſſies, the great 
wm 


officers of ſtate ſupply his place, though deſtitute of 
1 his power. Their acknowledged talents and expe. 
rience procure them the confidence of the provinces, 


|} and their advice is generally followed. The principal 
"ok of theſe officers bears the title of grand penſionary of 
4 Holland, and was formerly ſtiled their advocate [13 

1 He is conſtantly appointed by the province of Hol. 
0 land, which, though only the ſecond in rank, is by 
0 far the moſt conſiderabte in opulence and credit 14]. 
8 The 
x — — — 

. that William the firſt prince of Orange, who model. 
. led the republic which he ſaved at his pleaſure, per- | 
1 mitted that abſurd unanimity, in order to render a | 
0 ſtadtholder or more powerful chief abſolutely necef- | 
tt fary. Ibid. p. 344. However, as this law is ſcarce | 
1 ever ſtrictly obſerved, it has not much greater incon- | 
1 veniencies than the unanimity required in Engliſh | 
K Jane 

5 [13] This office was inſtituted in the year 1510, | 
bi long before the provinces ſhook off the yoke of Au- 
bf ſtrian tyranny. The elevation of the young Charles 
A of Auſtria, well known ſince under the name of 
N Charles V, to the dignity of count of Holland, might 
[i induce the {lates to eſtabliſh a kind of tribune, as a 
* check to the ambition of that young prince. This 
W officer has, in effect, frequently balanced the power 
cb a ſtadtholder. 


[ 14] This province contributes lifty-eight per cent. 
in all ole charges, of which, if I am not miſta- 
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The penſionary regularly attends the meeting of the 1725 


States General, as well as thoſe of his province, and 
he may be looked upon as prime miniſter 15]. It is 


with him that foreign miniſters negociate, and that 


choſe of the States in foreign courts correſpond. He 
is elected only for five years; but he may be, and 
moſt commonly is, continued at the expiration of that 
term. The importance of this poſt has ever ex- 
cluded from it perſons of inferior abilities; and the 
liſt of thoſe, who have filled it, contains the reſpecta- 
ble names of Barneveldt, Catz [16], De Witt, Fagel, 
Heinſius [ 17], &c. Slingeland, an old and expe- 


rienced 


=. 


king, Amſterdam alone, the fifth town of that pro- 
vince, pays above five and twenty per cent, or a full 
quarter of the whole, 

[15] His functions are with equal ſtrength and 
preciſion deſcribed by Grotius: Is, principum tem- 
* portbus vox erat publicæ libertatis, utque tunc pe- 
4e ricalis, ita mutata republica, auctoritate præcipuus, 
in conventu ordinum et delegatorum conſenſu ex- 
4 quirit ſententias, præit ſuadendo, componit diſſi- 
« dentes.” Grot. Annal. lib. V. 

[16] He lived about the middle of the laſt cen- 
tury, and was a man of ſtrict integrity, and great 
poetical as well as political abilities, His works are 
much eſteemed, and. judged not inferior to thoſe of 
Ovid or La- Fontaine. 

{17] So well known in the times of king William 
and queen Ann. During this laſt period, it may be 


laid, that, for ſome years, a triumvirate, conſiſting of 
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1728 rienced magiſtrate of one of the principal towns at 


the time of lord Cheſterfield's embaſſy, occupied 
that important place; as Fagel moſt ably filled that 
of Greffier, or ſecretary of ſtate. With theſe two, 
but chiefly with the firſt, our ambaſſador contracted 
a greater intimacy than it is commonly ſuppoſed can 


ſubſiſt between the prime miniſter of one power and 


the ambaſſador of another [18]; but lord Cheſter- 

field's own account of the nature of their connection 

is ſufficient to remove this ſeeming inconſiſtency 19 |. 

„Mr. Slingeland,” ſays he, © was the ableſt miniſter, 

and the greateſt man I ever knew. I may jultly 

* call him my friend, my maſter, and my guide, for 
J was then quite new in buſineſs; he inſtructed 

% me, he loved me, he truſted me.” The man, who, 

having had ſuch obligations to another, ſcruples no: 

to own them, muſt himſelf be very great. 

The ambaſſador found a moſt uſeful aſſiſtant in 
James Dayrolles, his majeſty's reſident at the Hague. 
The regard he had for that old and experienced mi- 
niſter did not ceaſe at the death of the latter, but 


prince Eugene, the duke of Marlborough, and him- 
ſelf, ruled over one half of Europe. 

[18] There was a great ſimilarity between this 
and indeed many other circumſtances of lord Cheſter- 
field's embaſſy, and Sir William Temple's ſituation 
and conduct at the ſame place. 
loved De Witt, though he himſelf was in the in— 
tereſt of the prince of Orange. See his Memoirs. 

[19] See his letters to his fon, vol. II. p. 544. 
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LORD CHESTERFIELD. SECT. III. 
was transferred to his nephew, the preſent Mr. Solo- 
mon Dayrolles. This gentleman, who poſſeſſed his 
lordſhip's confidence and friendſhip, and kept up an 
uninterrupted correſpondence with him, after having 
ſucceſſively and moſt ably filled the poſts of reſident 
initer at the Hague, and miniſter and commiſſary 
lenipotentiary at Bruſſels, 1s now retired from pub- 


i} 
4 


lic employments, and enjoys that general reſpect 
which is juſtly due to his ſervices and merit. 

he miniſters of the other princes, who were at 
the Hague during the ſame period with lord Cheſter- 
ſicld, were chiefly men of eminence, who were far 
advanced in the political career when his lordſhip 
was Commencing it. As the intefeſts of their re- 
ſpective courts were very different from thoſe of Great 
Britain, he was obliged to keep a watchful eye over 
them, to penetrate into their ſecrets, while he con- 
cealed his own, and to oppole or prevent their plans 
and intrigues, by ſupporting, at the ſame time, the 
almoſt irreconcileable character of their perſonal 
friend and political adverſary. The ſuaviter in modo, 
fortiter in re, which he afterwards to ſtrongly recom- 
mended to his fon, together with the voti ſciolti G- 
penſieri ſtretti, became rules as familiar to him as they 
were neceſſary, He converſed, without any apparent 
prejudice, with the heads of the oppoſite parties in 
Holland; he directed his purſuits to a conſtant point 
of view, and carried them on without heat or affecta— 
tion, but with firmneſs and perſeverance. He ſome- 
times was beſt pleaſed when he appeared leaſt ſo, and 
often concealed his difficulties under the maſk of 
eaſe and indifference. 

(3.3 | The 
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wth thoſe of France. 
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The marquis of Fenelon, heir to the merit as wel} 
as to the name of the author of Telemachus [20], 
had for ſome years been ambaſſador from the court 
of France, when lord Cheſterfield firſt came to the 
Hague. Theſe two noblemen were both young, pol- 
ſeſled of ſimilar ralents, and equally deſirous of dif- 
tinguiſhing themſelves. Actuated by a powerful ſpirit 
of emulation, they ſtrove to excel each other in in- 
duſtry and application, as well as in politeneſs and 
iplendor, and were no leſs attentive to ſupport the dig- 
nity of their characters, than the authority of their re- 
pective nations. 

Great-Britain, France, and the United Provinces, 
were at that time engaged in one common cauſe. Their 
object was, to maintain the peace of Europe, and to 
extinguiſh the flames of a general war, which were 
beginning to break out. The emperor Charles VI. 
and Philip V. king of Spain had for a while ſuſpended 
tucir animoſities, and had entered into an alliance, in 
order to be revenged on thoſe who interpoſed to pre- 
vent them from puriuing their reciprocal claims. 
This forced the Engliſa miniſters into a ſtricter union 
The emperor being highly dil- 
{arished with the King of Great-Britain, not merely 
becauſe his mazeſty had declined the office of me- 
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[20] A complete and magnificent edition of Tele- 
machus, toge: her with the archbiſhop of Cambray' $ 
other works, was, with the aſſiſtance, and under the 
inſpection, of his grand nephew the ambaſſador, 


printed 1 in Holland. 
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on account of his refuſing to become a guarantee of 
his poſſeſſions after his death, threatened his new 
electoral acquiſitions; and, notwithſtanding the repre- 
ſentations of the United Provinces, endeavoured to 
eſtabliſn an Eaſt-India company at Oſtend. The 
king of Spain, on his ſide, finding an inſurmounta- 
ble oppoſition from the Britiſh nation to the ceſſion 
of Gibraltar, which ſome indeciſive expreſſions, in a 
letter from the late king [21], had induced him to 
demand, attempted the reduction of that important 
fortreſs, and refuſed to reſtore ſeveral ſhips illegally 
taken in America, as well as to give ſatisfaction to 
the Dutch on their commercial complaints. 
Notwithſtanding theſe hoſtile proceedings, the view 
of the two princes was not to break with the maritime 
powers; but rather to engage them as parties in 
their diſputes. An eſtabliſhment for the Spaniſh 
prince, Don Carlos, in Italy, had been the great ob- 


| MEL. — — 


[21] This letter was long kept ſecret in England, 
though dated July 1, 172. It was written in French 
to the king of Spain, and contained the following 
article. 

“I no longer heſitate to aſſure your majeſty of 
* my readineſs to ſatisfy you with regard to your de- 


** mand concerning the reſtitution of Gibraltar; pro- 


* miling you to make uſe of the firſt favorable op- 
* portunity of ſettling this article with conſent of my 
** parliament.” Boyer's Political State, vol, XXX VII. 
p. 263, where the original letter is printed. 
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1729 ject of the court of Spain, and was as warmly op- 


—— 


poſed by that of Vienna. Neither the congreſs of 


Cambray, nor that of Soiſſons, had been able, in the 
courſe of many years, to adjuſt the manner and con- 
ditions of this ſettlement; and nothing ſeemed re- 
maining but the alternative of a rupture with either 
of the two courts. France could not have avoided 
taking part in ſuch a war, for which ſhe was not as 
yet ſufficiently prepared. It was, therefore, thought 
proper to detach Spain from her new connections 


with the Imperial court, and to reconcile her with 


England and France. This was effected - by the 
treaty concluded and figned at Seville, in the month 
of November 1729. An Engliſh fleet was promiſed 


to the infant of Spain, to protect the landing of 


fix thouſand of his countrymen in Italy, and to ſe- 
cure to him the eventual ſucceſſion to Parma and 
Placentia. | 

Philip and his father, on their part, together with 
the French king, guaranteed all the poſſeſſions of the 
Britiſh crown in every part of the world, according to 
former treaties; and this was ſuppoſed to imply a 
formal renunciation of Gibraltar and Minorca, They 
likewiſe agreed to reſpect for the future the Britiſh 
trade in America, and to reſtore the ſhips that had 
been ſeized, The Dutch, at laſt acceding to the 
treaty, obtained a ſatisfaction with regard to their 
complaints; and his Catholic majeſty promiſed to 


concur in the abolition of the Oſtend company. He 


even conſented, which none of his predeceſſors had 
done, to allow the States their title of high and 
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as with crowned heads | 22]. 

The perſons concerned in this negociation were 
thoſe who had been employed as plenipotentiaries at 
the congreſs of Soiſſons. Colonel Stanhope was one 
of them; and, on account of this and other ſervices, 
he was ſoon after created a peer, by the title of lord 
Harrington, and appointed ambaſſador to the court 
of Madrid. Mr. Horace Walpole, the prime mi- 
niſter's brother, was, however, ſuppoſed to have 
been principal agent in this treaty, which he ever 
after defended with great warmth [23]. It does not 
appear, that the earl of Cheſterfield was concerned 
in this tranſaction, any otherwiſe than in giving no- 
tice of it, by order of his court, to the States General, 
from whom, as well as from the emperor, it had long 


us EY 


— "am, 


— 


[22] It was agreed by the contracting powers, 
that this laſt declaration, as well as two other ſepa- 
rate articles, ſhould not be publiſhed ; and accord- 
ingly they are not to be found in Rouſſet's Recueil, 
nor in any other work of the ſame kind, I extracted 
it from an excellent hiſtory of the United Provinces, 
publiſhed in the low Dutch language. The author 
was allowed acceſs to the regiſters of the States, and 
took the ſecret article from thence. See e 


Historie, vol. XVIII. p. 505, 506. 


[23] One of his ſpeeches in defence of chis treaty 
was publiſhed juſt before the meeting of parliament 


in 1730. It was tranſlated into French, and is found 
in Rouſſet's Recueil, vol. V. 
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been concealed. Were we to form any conjectures, 
from the deciſive part which his lordſhip afterwards 
took in the parliamentary debates relative to Spain, 
we ſhould be induced to ſuſpect, that the treaty never 
met with his approbation [ 24 }. 

The 


— — 


— 


[24] This is ſufficiently evident from ſeveral pal. 
ſages in a ſmall tract generally attributed to his lord- 
ſhip, and not unworthy of his pen. It is entitled, 
The Caſe of the Hanover forces in the pay of Greai 
Britain, &c. and was publiſhed in 1743. I ſhall 
have frequent opportunities of referring to this pam- 
phlet, as well as to the two vindications of it by the 
lame hand. This half year generated a half peace. 


« To be friends with Spain was then (in 1729) our 


< intereſt upon any terms. We not only treat, but 


% humour, concede, nay, ſolicit the honor of being 
* convoys to Don Carlos in Italy ; that very Don 
« Carlos, who was fo lately ſet forth as likely to be- 
* come the ſo-long-dreaded univerſal monarch of 
% Europe——Now to what did all this contribute 
„Not to the peace, ſecurity, wealth, and honor, of 
„England.“ p. 10. 

Since I wrote this, I ſaw a copy of this pamphlet, 
an the title-page of which was written in the hand- 
writing of lord Cheſterfield, * by Mr. Waller and 
lord C Edmund Waller, eſq; was member 


of parliament for Chipping Wycomb. He ſupported 


in the houſe of commons the ſame cauſe which lord 
Cheſterfield defended in that of peers. He was one 


of the ſecret committee for inquiring into the con- 
2 duc 
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* The eſtabliſhment of a new Eaſt- India company at 1729 
Altena, under the protection of the king of Den- 
mark, had lately been attempted. Subſcriptions for 
it were ſolicited even in Holland; and the deſire of 
gain encouraged ſeveral monied people to become 
adventurers in this undertaking. Great- Britain could 
not patiently ſuffer, any more than the United Pro- 
: vinces, ſuch a ſcheme to be carried into execution. 
The ambaſſador's pen was uſefully employed in the 
; ſupport of their rights, and the maſterly memoir 
which he compoſed on this occaſion, in conjunction 
with one of the depuries of rhe States, was delivered 
buy him to the Daniſh miniſter at the Hague ſ 25]. 
Their oppoſition was ſucceſsful ; and this company, as 


S 
ee 


SI * — 
— — 


quct of the miniſter, and ſpoke in many of the de- 
bates with great force of argument, but without the 
graces that diſtinguiſh ſeveral other heads of the op- 
poſition. | 

_ [25] The opinion entertained both of this memoir, | 
and of the abilities of the author, appears from the 4 
following paſſage. ©& Le comte de Cheſterfield am- 
& baſſadeur extraordinaire auprez de leurs Hautes 
* Puiſſances, et l'un des plus experimentes dans les 
« affaires du cabinet, concerta avec les deputez un 
EY © memoire qu'ils remirent a Mr. Greys, envoye de 
| ; « S. M. Danoile a la Haye, II n'y eut plus autre 
FE <« application ſur ce ſujet, ni de part ni d'autre. Le 


-* 
- = — * 
I 


1 a 5 | 5 , 
0 projet de ſa compagnie tomba de ſoi meme, faute 
de ſouſcrivans.“ Rouſſet, Recueil, Tom. V. p. | | 
; | | 

37:42. 
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1729 well as that of Oſtend, was ſoon afterwards entirely 
— — 


aboliſhed. 

Lord Cheſterfield had a ſtill greater ſhare in a mat- 
ter ſeemingly of leſs conſequence, but which nearly 
concerned his maſter, as elector of Hanover. The 
king of Pruſſia had married his faſter; and a new al- 
liance between the two families, by means of a double 
marriage, had been propoled on the acceſſion of 
George II. to the crown, and, on account of ſome 
matters of punctilio, refuſed [26]. * The nes of 


« blood,” 


[26] The following information I received from 


one of lord Cheſterfield's friends, © In the year 


& 1729, Sir Charles Hotham, brother-m-law to his 
« lordſhip, was ſent as miniſter plenipotentiary to the 
« king of Pruſſia, to propoſe a marriage between the 
„ prince of Wales and the eldeſt princeſs of Pruſſia, 
* and another between the prince royal of Pruſſia 
and the king of England's ſecond daughter. His 
* Pruſſian majeſty's anſwer was, that he would con- 
* {ent to the marriage of his prince royal with our 
s princeſs, if our king did not inſiſt upon a double 
te marriage on the terms propoſed ; but that, if he 
4 did, he would not conſent to either of them; for 
* that he thought he had as much right to expcct 
our princeſs royal for his eldeſt fon, as our king 
* had to expect his princeſs royal for the prince of 


% Wales. The two kings perliſting in their reſpec- 


tive reſolutions, there was an end of the negotiation. 
<« In the year 1730, during lord Cheſterfield's ab- 
1 ce ſence 
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« blood,” ſays an energetic writer [ 27], © have but 
<« a feeble hold on princes. Thus, notwithſtanding 
« the courts of Berlin and Hanover were ſo nearly 
« related, intereſt had ſet them at variance, not only 
« with regard to the affair of Mechlenburg, but 
« alſo on certain family claims, at that time unad- 
« juſted; as likewiſe, that there was a fort of rival- 
« ſhip between the families, and any acceſs of in- 
« tereſt and power to the one was ſure to give um- 
« brage to the other.” Levies of men were forcibly 


- - — — — . — 


« ſence from the Hague, Mr. Keith, an officer in 
« the king of Pruſſia's ſervice (an intimate friend to 
« the prince royal, and who was to have accompanied 
« him to England), made his eſcape from Berlin, 
e came to the Hague, and took refuge in the ambaſ- 
& ſador's houſe, Col. D. M. was ſent in purſuit of 
« him, with directions to ſeize him dead or alive. 
“The grand pepſionary hearing of this, ſent for the 
Colonel, and adviſed him to forbear putting his 
ce deſign into execution, as he certainly would un- 
« dergo the ſcverity of the law if he were taken. 
« However, to avoid accidents, Mr. Keith got out 


of the ambaſſador's houſe, aad embarked at Sche- 


„ yeling in an open boat, which conveyed ham to 
„England. He ſome time afterwards ſet out for 
„Dublin, and remained there three years.” Theſe 
particulars are confirmed in the eloge of Mr. Keith, 


_ inſerted in the memoirs of the academy of Berlin, 


for 1756, p. 333. | 
[27] See Caſe of Hanover forces, p. 22, 23. 
raiſed 
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raiſed in the Hanoverian dominions by Pruſſian emit. 
faries ; and theſe proceedings occaſioned retaliations 
on the ſide of Hanover. The two monarchs felt 
themſelves offended ſtill more as private gentlemen 
than as ſovereigns; and, as both poſſeſſed great per- 
ſonal bravery, the repetition of the ſcene between 
Charles V. and Francis I. was talked of. If royal 
diſputes were ſuffered to be ſettled in this manner, 
contentions between crowned heads would be more 
rare and leſs deſtructive. In the preſent cafe, the 
delirant reges plectuntur Achivi was, for the thou- 
ſandth time, likely to have been verified. The 
country of Hanover was threatened with an invaſion, 
which it was but ill- prepared to reſiſt, No aſſiſtance 
from England could reaſonably be deſired, or obtained 
without difficulty; as, by the act of ſettlement, the 
kingdom was not to be concerned in the wars of the 
electorate, and no pretence could be alledged to elude 
this article. Our ambaſſador's zeal was happily ex- 
erted in preventing the conſequences of this diſpute. 
On his application to the States, a letter was written, 
in their name, to the king of Pruſſia, to intreat 
him to ſuſpend hoſtilities, and liſten to conciliatory 
terms [28]. To add weight to this letter, ſeveral 
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[28] It appears from the original records men- 
tioned in the note 4 of this ſection, that, by lord 
Cheſterfield's aſſiduity and addreſs, the Dutch were 
ſpirited up to ſuch a degree, that the king of Pruſſia 


was glad to ſubmit to an arbitration, the duke of 


Saxe Gotha on his part, the duke of V eltenhurt le 


ON the part of his majeſty. 
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Dutch regiments received orders to march towards 1729 


Cleves. This ſtep had the deſired effect; an ar- 
bitration was propoſed and accepted; and ſoon after 
an accommodation took place, which did not, how- 
ever, produce a ſincere reconcihation between the 
brother kings. 

The education of kings can hardly permit them 
to feel like men. Happy thoſe, whoſe hearts are 
not inſenſible to the calls of gratitude and humanity ! 
That of George II. was for the moſt part in a ſtate 
of neutrality ; but, if any thing could rouſe him 
from that indifference, it certainly was his native 
country. As his firſt movements were generally on 
the ſide of juſtice and of truth, he expreſſed his ap- 
probation of lord Cheſterfield's conduct with a warmth 
not very ulual to him; and it may be preſumed, 
that, being at Hanover, he expreſſed theſe ſenti- 
ments with leſs reſerve than he might have done in 
London. In that capital of his little empire, he 
thought himſelf greater than any where elſe, and he 
enjoyed in it more freedom and more happineſs. 
He had with him none of his Engliſh minifters, ex- 
cept lord Townſhend, who ſtill occupied the place of 
ſecretary of ſtate, but had loft the influence in the 
cabinet which he poſſeſſed under the late king. Being 
now reduced to act a ſecondary part, he wiſhed for 
an opportunity of recovering his former ſuperiority ; 
and having ſecured, as he flattered himſelf, a private 
intereſt with his maſter, he thought the preſent in- 
ſtant favourable, and reſolved to try the experiment, 
however hazardous it might be. The other ſecretary 


of ſtate was the duke of Newcaſtle, formerly ob- 
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noxious to the king [29], but reconciled to him by 
ſir Robert Walpole and the queen, who, at St. James's 
at leaſt, had more than a deliberative voice. Lord 
Townſhend attempted to remove the duke; and, in 
order to leſſen the influence of his rival, and to in- 
creaſe his own, he was deſirous of having his friend 
lord Cheſterfield for his colleague. Theſe views, 
however, he concealed, and only acquainted him, 
that, as the king appeared pleaſed with his negocia- 
tion, he would do well, when he waited upon his 
majeſty at Helvoet-Sluys, to deſire the permiſſion of 
attending him to London, on account of private 
buſineſs. Thus far every thing ſucceeded. The 
ambaſſador was graciouſly received by the monarch; 
who thanked him for his ſervices, and readily granted 
his requeſt. It may be preſumed, that lord Townl- 
hend had received ſome encouragement from his 
maſter to perſiſt in his ſcheme; but the private 
cabinet had not been conſulted, and it was too alert 
and powerful not to baffle this attempt | 30]. Lord 

Townſhend, 


* 
— 


[29] On account of the tranſaction before men- 
tioned, in note 14 of ſection II. 

[30] The following particulars of this court revo- 
lution were communicated to me by one of lord 
Cheſterfield's intimate friends. The firſt time he 
* appeared at court on his return to London (the 


* 24th of October 1729), Sir Robert Walpole took 


e him aſide and told him, Ind you are come to be 
Secretary of State, Not J, ſaid his lordſhip, I have 
66 4⁴ 
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Townſhend, far from being able to diſplace the duke 1729 


of Newcaſtle, was himſelf forced to reſign; and lord 
Cheſterfield, inftead of being made ſecretary of ſtate, 
ſaw lord Harrington ſucceed his friend in that office. 


His diſappointment was, in ſome meaſure, made 1730 


up to him by the place of high-ſteward of his majeſty's 
houſhold [31] and the garter, which had been the 
{upreme 


a. 8 * * 8 8 
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« as yet no pretenſions, and wiſh for a place of more 
« eaſe, But I claim the Garter, not as à reward for 
4 my late ſervices, but in virtue of his majeſty's pro- 
& miſe while prince of Wales. I am a man of pleaſure, 
« and the blue ribband would add two inches to my 
« re. Then I ſee how it is, replied Sir Robert, it is 
te Townſhend's intrigue, in which you have no ſhare ; 
e but it will be fruitleſs; you cannot be Secretary of 
« State z nor ſhall you be beholden for the gratification 
« of your wiſhes to any body but myſelf.” FO 
[31] Upon lord Cheſterfield's being made high 
ſteward on the 19th of June, 1730, one of his pre- 


deceſſors, who was ſuſpected to have made ſome ad- 
vantage of the places in his department, gave him a 
* liſt of the perſons he had put in, and deſired that 
they might be continued. The anſwer was: I have 
FS of preſent no thoughts of turning any one out; but if I 
aller my mind, it will only be in relation to thoſe who 
* have bought. The biſhop of Waterford adds, that 
his lordſhip, at firſt, gave three or four places in his 
department, at the recommendation of the royal fa- 
mily; but that afterwards he followed the example 

i Yo. I. H of 
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1730 ſupreme object of his wiſhes. He was inſtalled a: 
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Windſor the 18th of June, with the duke of Cumber— 
land, and at the expence of the ſovereign, who was 
preſent at the ceremony. He ſoon after left Eng. 
land | 32 J, and returned to his poſt. 

Buſineſs of importance awaited him in Holland. 
The emperor was highly diſpleaſed, that the treaty of 
Seville had been concluded ; and Philip V. was ng 
leſs fo, that it ſtill remained unexecuted. France, 
ſince the birth of the dauphin in 1729, had renewed 
her oid connections with the court of Madrid, and 
was projecting new ſchemes againſt the houſe of 
Auſtria, The maritime powers were accuſed, not al- 
together without realon, of having delayed the pro- 
miled conveyance of the Infant into Eraly. 

The French ambaſſador preſſed the States to fulfil 
their engagements, and break off with the emperor; 
and the Spaniſh ambaſſador at Paris openly declared, 
that, theſe engagements having been violated by the 
allies, his maſter would no longer be reſtrained by 


— —ͤ— 


of the duke of Devonſhire, when lord ſteward under 
king William III. and declined the ſame complai- 
lance, looking upon thole recommendations as 10 
many encroachments. | | 

[ 32] During his ſtay, he aſſiſted at the council in 
which the report was made of Colonel Chartres's trial 
and condemnation at the Old Bailey, for a rape he 
had not committed. His pardon was voted unani- 
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thoſe he had entered into [33]. Nothing could be 
more inconſiſtent with the intereſts of Great-Britain 
than to commence a war with the houſe of Auſtria, 
Far from deſiring to deſtroy the only barrier againſt 
the riſing and aſpiring power of the Bourbons, both 
the Engliſh and Dutch fincerely wiſhed it might be 
ſtrengthened, The ancient ſyſtem, too long neg- 


lected, was now to be revived; and the Imperial 


court was to be induced, by ſome equivalent, to defilt 
from its oppoſition to the treaty of Seville. This 
would have been a difficult taſk, if particular reaſons 
had not diſpoſed the emperor to comply with the 
ſolicitations of his former allies, He had no male- 
heir, and earneſtly withed that his hereditary: domi- 
nions might, after his death, paſs undivided to one 
of his daughters. Such an arrangement had been 
long before propoſed, and was called the pragmatic 
ſanction. By the French it was rejected at the con- 
greſs of Soiſſons, for this plain reaſon, that it was 
contrary to their views ever ſince the adminiſtration 
of cardinal Richelieu. The Britiſh cabinet at the 
ſame time, though ſtrongly ſolicited by the Imperial 
court, declined entering into this engagement, But 
circumſtances were altered; the political miſt began 
to diſperſe, and the miniſtry were apparently diſpoled 
to purchaſe at any price the emperor's conſent, both 
to the Seville articles, and to the abolition of the 


2 
, * & , — 2 — 
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[33] The ſpirit and ar:ful memoirs of theſe two 
ambaſſadors are inſerted in Rouſſet's Recueil, vol. V. 
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Oftend company. A ſecret negociation was accord- 
ingly ſet on foot at the Hague, between the Britiſh am- 
baſſador, the Imperial envoy [ 34}, and the grand 
penſionary of Holland. The articles, being ſettled 
among the three- miniſters, were ſent to the court of 
Vienna ; where, after ſome private ſtipulations in fa- 
vor of Hanover, and without waiting for the deli- 
berations of the United Provinces, the treaty was 
ſigned on the 16th of March. The conſent of the 
States to the treaty was afterwards demanded in form, 
and with ſome difficulty obtained. This fecret and 
important negociation did great honor to the conci- 
liatory talents of lord Ceſterfield, who in this, as wel! 
as in ſeveral other parts of his miniſtry, ſeems to 
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| [34] Count Zinzendorf, a man of great parts and 
vivacity, and lord Cheſterfield's particular friend. 
There is a remarkable paſſage in one of lord 
Cheſterfield's letters from the Hague, dated . 265 
1729, relative to this miniſter. 


* Count Zinzendorf, the imperial miniſter, left 


* this place laſt Sunday morning, ſaying, that he was 


“going to fee ſome of theſe provinces, and might 
poſſibly go to Spa, but with an air of great my(- 


* rery, which has occaſioned fome ſpeculation here; | 


* but for my own part, as I know the gentleman, | 
edo not believe the myſtery is upon account of the 
journey, but I believe he rather takes the journey 


for the ſake of the myſtery,” From the records 
above-mentioned. 


Rave 


LORD CHESTERFIELD. SECT. In. 
have taken Sir William Temple for his model[ 25] ; 
yet, without his own account of this tranſaction, the 
great ſhare he had in it could only have been ſur- 
miſed [ 36]. 

There is reaſon to believe, that, beſides theſe na- 
tional concerns, our ambaſſador employed himſelf 
uſefully in favour of the houſe of Orange. He de- 
clared to the grand penſionary | 37], that, although 
he had received no poſitive orders to that effect, yet 


hh _— 
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[35] See his account of the negotiations for the 
treaty of the triple alliance in 1667. 
[36] None of the general hiſtories, or political col- 


lections, mention the private conferences in which 


the treaty of Vienna was prepared. I only find in 
lord Walpole's pamphlet, entitled, The interęſts of 
Great Britain ſteadily purſued, p. 48. * that it was 
* imparted in great confidence to the miniſters and 


b ſome of the great men of the republic.” And in 


Rouſlet's Recueil; “ that ſuſpicions were entertained 
of the penſionary's having been privy to the nego- 
* tiation.” It is likewiſe ſaid there, © that he un- 
e dertook_ to procure the conſent of the provinces.” 
But lord Cheſterfield has cleared up this matter in 
the paper already referred to at the end of his letters 
to his ſon, vol. II. p. 543. This ſpecimen of lord 


Cheſterfield's political abilities gives us ſtill greater 


cauſe to regret, that the account of this embaſſy, 
which he is ſaid to have written, may poſſibly never 
ſee the light, 
[37] See the paper quoted above. 
H 3 he 
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1732 he would, to the utmoſt of his power, promote the 


views of the family, from a conviction, that the in- 
tereſt both of his own country and of the republic re 


1 


quired it. His early connections with the young 


and amiable offspring of that houſe were publicly 


known [38 J. The prince, who was then completing 


his 


—_— 2 
* 


138) The following extracts from two letters of 
lord Cheſterfield's to lord Townſhend, the one dated 
18th, the other 25th of February, 1729, will give an 
idea of the ambaſlador's opinion of the prince. 

„The prince of Orange arrived here laſt night. 


„ went to wait upon him, and, as far as I am able 


cc to judge from half an hour's converſation only,! 
„ think has extreme good parts. He is perfectly 
« well-bred, and civil to every body, and with an 
* eaſe and freedom that is ſeldom acquired but by a 
c long knowledge of the world. His face is hand- 
„ ſome — his ſhape is not ſo advantageous as could 
« be wiſhed, though not near fo bad as I had heard 
« it repreſented. The acclamations of the people 
& gre loud and univerſal, He aſſumes not the leaſt 
* dignity, but has all the affability and inſinuation 
ce that is neceſſary for a perſon who would raite him- 
6 ſelf in a popular government.“ 

« As I have had the honor of frequently con- 
te verſing with the prince, I can aſſure your lordſhip, 
* as far as J am able to judge, that he has both parts 
* and knowledge, not only much above his age, but 


&« lordſhip 
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his ſtudies at the univerſity, whenever he came to the 
Hague, was always magnificently enterrained by the 
carl, who kept up a conſtant correſpondence with 
him, and continued, during his life, to be his well- 
wiſher, encourager, and friend. Though he could 
not prevent the reſolutions, by which the Rates of 
Zealand, in conjunction with thoſe of Holland, 
thought proper to ſet aſide the prince's claim to the 
marquiſates of Terveer and Fleſſingen, he certainly 
contributed a great deal to leſſen the influence of the 
republican party. He foreſaw, and earneſtly ad- 
viſed, the re eſtablihment of the ſtadtholder, and 
made the firſt overtures of the prince's marriage with 
the princeſs royal of England, which was concluded 
fome time after [39]. When all theſe facts are com- 


bined, 


— 
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« lordſhip with particulars, I believe I may venture 
* to ſay, that he will equal the greatelt of his ancel- 
tors in great and good qualities; I hope he will in 
good fortune too.“ 


From the original records before mentioned. 


[39] Mr. Duncan, a principal officer in the prince's 
court, employed at London to conclude this mar- 
riage, had ſeveral times conferred with lord Cheſter- 
field upon this ſubject. He continued his lordſhip's 
friend and correſpondent even after his defection 
from the court. Mr. Van Haaren, a nobleman of 
Frieſland, greatly in favor with the prince, and whoſe 
poems, though written in Dutch, were ſo much eſ- 


teemed by Voltaire as to induce him to write and 
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bined, it will ſcarcely be denied, that George II. had 
no leſs perſonal obligations to the earl of Cheſterfield, 
than the prince of Wales had had to lord Stan- 
hope [40]. 

During lord Cheſterfield's reſidence at the Hague, 
the duke of Lorrain, the intended huſband to the 


emperor's eldeſt daughter, and afterwards emperor 


himſelf, made a tour through England and Holland, 
This young prince treated our ambaſſador with par- 
ticular marks of diſtinction and friendſhip, on ac- 
count of his warm ſolicitations in favour of the houſe 
of Auſtria, This attachment extended even to his 
ſocial hours ſo far, that he choſe to be made a free- 
maſon by lord Cheſterfield, in a lodge compoſed of 
his excellency, Mr. John Stanhope his brother, Mr, 


_ 


_—_—_— 


publiſh ſome verſes in praiſe of the author, was like- 
wiſe our earl's friend. But the perſon with whom he 
was particularly connected, and entertained a conſtant 
correſpondence, was Mr. Van Kreuningen, a centle- 
man who unites great ſingularities with conſiderable 
talents. | 

[40] It appears from the records before quoted, 
that the penſionary was not only inclined to oppoſe 
the prince of Orange in his views to the ſtadtholderat, 


but alſo jn the intended match with the princeſs 


royal; and that, therefore, lord Cheſterfield had great 
difficulties to overcome in managing this matter, and 
in treating with the penfionary on a ſubject of ſo nice 
and delicate a nature, 
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Strickland nephew to the biſhop of Namur [ 417], Dr. 1732, 


Deſaguliers [42], and one of his friends. 

To enjoy the fruits of his labors, and to recover 
his health, which, as well as his fortune, had been 
greatly impaired, lord Cheſterfield deſired to be re- 
called. His requeſt was granted, and perhaps for the 
very reaſon that had procured him his appointment, 
the fear of his acquiring too great an intereſt with 
his ſovereign, His diſorder, which was the conſe- 
quence of a fever, baffled for a long time the efforts 
of the phyſicians z and the ſwelling of his legs could 
not be diſperſed in leſs than ſix months [ 43 ]. 


* * 3 mm 
— oy 


[41] The abbe Strickland, uncle to the gentle- 
man here mentioned, was a man of conſiderable fa- 
mily; and his intereſt was ſo great at Rome, that 
he had the promiſe of being made cardinal, upon his 
reſigning his claim to the court of Vienna in favor 
of the Zinzendorf family ; and, at the recommenda- 
tion of earl Stanhape, he was made biſhop of Namur. 


During the earl's adminiſtration, he came over to 


England, and endeavoured to perſuade the Roman 
catholics to take an oath of allegiance to the king, 


which might have procured them the abolition of the 


teſt and other oppreſſive acts. But this attempt was 
unſucceſsful; and perhaps both parties were averſe 
from terms of accommodation, 

[42] The doctor received on this aecafion the pre- 
ſent of a gold foufF-box from the grand duke. 

[43] See lord Cheſterſield's own account of this 
illneſs in his letters to his ſon, vol, II. p. 510, 511. 
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On the recovery of his health, he began to appe,; 
as a ſpeaker in the houſe of lords. We have already 
ſeen that eloquence had been his favorite purſyjr 
from his youth; and he frequently told his chaplain, 
before his return from his embaſſy, that he intended 
to exert all his powers to diſtipguiſh himſelf as an 
orator, He, at firſt, appeared to be on good tern; 
with the prime miniſter | 44 ], and ſupported his mea- 
ſures. In the debate upon the reduction of the num. 
ber of troops from 18,000 to 12,000 men, he, in 
conjunction with the duke of Argyll, flood up one 
of the firſt to oppoſe ir. The argument he made 
ule of ſeemed to be convincing. Fe inſiſted, tha: 
the preſent number was barely ſufficient for the ſe- 
curity of the nation, but by no means conſiderable 
enough to inſpire any fears. He profeſſed, that he 
had too good an opinion of his countrymen, to think 
they could be enſlaved by ſo ſmall a body; and of 
the gentlemen of the army, to imagine they would 
be baſe enough to concur in juch a deſign. How- 
ever he may ſince have varied in his opinion concern- 
ing a ſtanding army, he never could be perſuaded to 
approve of a militia to replace it. 

Notwithſtanding theſe appearances of harmony and 
friendſhip, it was ſcarcely to be expected, that a real 


or laſting confidence could be eſtabliſhed between Sir 


638 


—_ 
—_— == 


44] He obtained ſeveral ſmall favors for his friends 
from the miniſter, and recommended his chaplain to 


him for a canonry of Windſor, or prebend of Weft- 


minſter. 
Robert 
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Robert Walpole and lord Cheſterfield, The former 
dreaded a rival, the latter could not brook a ſuperior. 
The art of obliging was too well known to the earl, 
too little to the miniſter. Abſolute dependence was 
expected by the one, and could not be ſubmitted to 
by the other. An opportunity ſoon offered, which 
diſcovered both their diſpoſitions. The exciſe 
ſcheme [45] propoſed by the miniſter, perhaps with 

a view 


— 


— —— 


[45] The frauds practiſed in the tobacco- trade 
were the motives alledged to ſubject it to the laws 
of the exciſe. Theſe laws were repreſented, and per- 
haps with reaſon, as preferable to the methods uſed 
at the Cuſtom-houſe, to prevent loſſes in the collec- 
tion of duties and payment of drawbacks, The 
ſcheme was likewiſe recommended as particularly ſer- 
viceable to American planters and the Engliſh fair- 
traders, and only hurtful ro ſmugelers and contra- 
band dealers. On the other hand, the ill conſe— 
quences of theſe abuſes ſeemed not conſiderable 
enough to jullify ſuch an innovation; the remedy 
propoſed was not allowed to be either neceſſary or 
certain; new grievances, as well domeſtic as public, 
were apprehended from increaſing the number of 
excile-officers ; and ſuſpicions were entertained that, 
under the ſame pretence (for what branch of trade 
hath not its frauds ?), an univerſal extenſion of the 
exciſe was either then, or might hereafter be, in- 


tended. The people, once poſſefſed with the fear of 


an attempt upon their liberties, compared this ſcheme 
to 
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1732 a view to the intereſt of his country, was principally 
diſliked, from an apprehenſion, that it might add to 
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his power, at the ſame time that it increaled the re. a 
venue. It was repreſented as an infringement upon h 
national liberty, as well as private ſecurity and honor, . 
An univerſal clamor was raiſed throughout the king- : f 
dom; the court experienced an almoſt total deſertion; 3 
and, finding ſome of its firmeſt friends on the ſide of E 
oppoſition [46], was at laſt obliged to yield, thou 
with reluctance ; and the miniſter narrowly eſcaped | : 
being involved in the fate of his bill. | g 
This was the deciſive moment in which our ear 
openly declared himſelf againſt the miniſtry. He ex- ; 


preſſed, in the ſtrongeſt terms, his diſapprobation of 
the ſcheme ; and his three brothers voted againſt it in 


_—_— 


— — 
— 


to the Trojan horſe; and indeed it was likely to have 
proved as fatal to this miniſtry, as the obſtinate pro- 
ſecution of a fanatie prieſt was to the whig miniſtry 
in the time of queen Ann. 

[46] The queen, finding that the exciſe-bill was 
frongly oppoled by the whole nation, applied, among 
others, to lord Scarborough for his advice, His an- 
{wer was, that the king muſt give it up. I will an- 
fewer for my regiment, {aid his lordſhip, againſt the pre- 
tender, but not againſt the oppoſers of the exciſe, Upon 
which her majeſty, with tears in her eyes, ſaid, we 
muſt then drop it, Letter of the biſhop of Water- 
ford. The ſecond reading of the bill, in the houſe 


of commons, was accordingly put off by Sir Robert 
Walpole for two months, 


the 
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LOKD CHRESTERFIELDD. 8E. III. 
the houſe of commons. Unable to ſtem the im- 
petuoſity of the torrent, Sir Robert gave way to it; 
and by this prudent conduct, at the ſame time that 
he preſerved, or rather increaſed, his influence with 
the ruling power, he detected and rendered inef- 
fectual the projects of his enemies. To themſelves 
alone their victory was fatal; and the miniſter, though 
in general not of a vindictive turn, thought proper, 
if not to inſpire terror, at leaſt to excite a degree of 
caution by ſome examples of ſeverity. | 

The two noblemen who firſt experienced the ef- 
fects of his reſentment were lord Clinton [47] and 
lord Cheſterfield. Some regard was paid to the lat- 
ter, at leaſt in appearance ; and, to avoid the odium 
of diſplacing him, en4cavours were uſed to induce 
him to reſign. But his lordſhip's intentions were 


different; he would liſten to no ſolicitations, and, 


with a view of becoming popular, was determined to 
ſuffer himſelf to be turned out. The exciſe-bill was 
given up on the 11th of April, and the 13th was 
fixed for the earl's removal [48]. That day, as he 
came from the houſe of lords with the earl of Sear- 


Cee rt — — 


—— 
— „ 


[47] Lord Clinton was then one of the lords of his 
majeſty's bed-chamber, and lord lieutenant of Devon- 
ſhire; he was advanced to the dignities of earl Clinton 
and baron Forteſcue, July 5, 1746. 

[48] By a miſtake in the Hiſtory of the debates 


and proceedings of the Houſe of Lords, vol. IV. 


p. 152. the earl's reſignation is {aid to have been in 
May, 


borough, 
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1732 borough, and was going up the great ſtairs at St. 


33 


James's, he was ſtopped by one of the duke of Graf. 
ton's ſervants, and told, that his grace had been that 


morning at his houſe, and wilhed to ſee him there 


on bulineſs of importance. The earl's chariot not 
being at hand, he was carried home by his friend, 
and immediately followed by the duke of Grafton 
who informed him, that he came by the king's order 
to demand the ſurrender of his white ſtaff. His lord. 
ſhip chearfully complied; and, without attempting 
any apology for his coaduct, begged of his grace to 
allure his myjelty, that he was ready to ſacrifice every 
thing for his ſervice, except his honor and conſcience, 
Two days afterwards, he wrote to the king, and ex- 
pretied the tame ſentiments. This letter certainly 
did not leſſen the reſentment of a monarch, who, by 
his cotemporaries, is allowed to have been no diſſem— 
bler. Lord Cheſterfield took the firſt opportunity 
of going to court; but he was ſo far from being 
graciouſly received, that, contrary to his former in- 
teations, he never again. appeared in the royal pre- 
ſence, till the neceſiity of the times occaſioned his re- 
call. His place of lord ſteward was immediately 
after diſpoſed of in favor of the duke of Devon- 
ſhire. 

The eclat, which attended the earl's diſmiſſion, was 
ſtill increaſed by the manner in which it was announced 
to the public. While the miniſterial papers repre- 
ſented it in a light unfavorable to his lordſhip, the poli- 
tical publication, ſo well known under the name of 
The Craftſman, and in which lord Bolingbroke, to- 
gether with Mr, Pulteney and ſeveral other perſons of 
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rank, on the ſide of oppoſition, were concerned, ſpared 1732 


no pains to intereſt the nation in his favor. The au— 
thor, after enumerating his lordſhip's ſervices and 
eminent qualifications, concluded his account in the 
following words [49]: *The world ſeems greatly 
ce aſtoniſhed at fo unexpected an event; and thoſe, 
« who are moſt zealous for the preſent royal family, 
« orieve to lee lo able and faithful a ſervant diſmiſſed 
« in ſo critical a conjuncture.“ Theſe inflaming ex- 
preſſions were highly offenſive to the adminiſtration, 
and were accordingly ſeverely criticiſed in one of 
the papers under their controul [50]. The writer 
exclaimed againit the indecency of calling the king 
to an account for the choice of his ſervants; and 
upbraided the earl, or his friends, with ingratitude, 
after having received ſo many marks of royal favor. 
Some miſbehaviour or miſtake, he ſaid, might have 
neceſſitated his majeſty to remove one whom he had 
ſo particularly diſtinguiſned; and he even hinted, 
that the reaſons for this removal might be diſcloſed, 
if the authority of the houle of lords, and the fear of 
an action for ſcandalum magnatum, did not deter the 
boldeſt man from ſpeaking the truth of a peer, it to 
his diſadvantage. Such illiberal inſinuations engaged 


——— —— 


[49] Ctaftſman, N- 354. April 14. 

[50] The Free Briton, Nꝰ 176. April 16. 

From the report of the ſecret committee, printed 
in 1742, p. 111, 112, it appears, that the author, 
Mr. Arnall, was paid by the government, and re- 


ceived in three years time, for this and other ſervices, 


near ten thouſand pounds. 


lord 
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1732 lord Cheſterfield to ſend a meſſage, in writing, to an 


—— 


anonymous author, who, in any other reſpect, would 
have been unworthy of his notice, He very nohly 


and politely ſet him at defiance, and gave him leave 


freely to ſay what he knew, or what he pleaſed of 
him. This public call, however, had no other effect 
than to draw from the author an evaſive anſwer, for 
which he was ſeverely laſhed in ſome of the ſubſequent 
Craftſmen. 

As lord Cheſterfield had not ſtood ſingle in the of- 
fence, neither was he the only object of reſentment, 
The lords Cobham, Stair, and Weſtmoreland, who 
had declared their ſentiments in the ſame manner, 
came to him immediately after his diſmiſſion, and 
made him the offer to ſurrender directly the employ- 
ments they held under the crown. This he politcly 
declined; and adviſed them, even for the ſake of the 
caule, to put the miniſter to the trouble of taking 
away their places. They accordingly were ſoon after 
diſmiſſed ; and, with the duke of Montroſe, the earl 
of Marchmont, and the earl of Burlington, conſidera- 
bly increaſed in the houſe of lords the party of the 
oppoſition. 
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LORD CHESTERFIELD... SECT. IV. 
"6: 1. T. 1 O N IV. 


N all ſtates, where the management of public af- 

fairs, though committed to the care of a few, is 
ſubje& to the controul of the many, differences of 
opinion and of party muſt neceſſarily ariſe, Where 
ſenates and public aſſemblies can give or refuſe their 
aſſent to the demands of a court; and, what is of 
more conſequence, where they have the power of 
withholding or diſpenſing the wealth of the nation ; 
each vote acquires a value, and every man riſes in 
eſtimation in proportion to his abilities or credit. 
The authority of the miniſter depends on the ſupe- 


riority of his talents, or the extent of his influence; 


and as it is impoſſible he ſhould preſerve his power 
at court, hut by his intereſt in the money- giving bouſe, 
as lord Cheſterfield ſomewhere expreſſes it, he can 
hardly maintain his grqund, unleſs he find ſome me- 
thod of attaching to the court the majority of the 
members. 4 

Oppoſition, therefore, 5 always be a minority, 
and, as political queſtions ſeldom admit of certainty, 
and frequently are of no great importance, honeſt 
men may divide on either ſide, and vote for or 


againſt the miniſtry, with a ſincere belief that they 
are acting for the good of their country {1}. 


In 


2 Oue * oe Cheſterfield Nag one of his 


friends, Scarborough alls upon principle, which I Will 


Vor. I. 5 1 | not 
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firm how far theſe contrivances did extend; The 


M E MO IN S @Q F 

In general it may be preſumed, that the perſon at 
the helm means to ſteer right; and that, if he is ſome- 
times engaged in a wrong courſe, his error proceeds 
more from neceſlity than inclination. His wiſeſt 
ſchemes are frequently oppoſed ;' he finds himſelf 
obliged to accompliſh his deſigns by indirect means; 
and, as he ventures on hazardous experiments, thoſe 


who create his perplexities are ever ready to triumph 


in his miſtakes, and make their profit of his loſſes, 
Adminiſtration commonly acts under one head, 
oppolition has all the diſadvantages of anarchy and 
confuſion. Popularity, or the affectation of it, is 
the aim of the leaders. Obtained with difficulty, it 
is not to be preſerved but by unremitted induſtry, 
All who are, led by vanity, intereſt, or caprice, to 
imagine themſelves of conſequence to their country, 
inliſt under the banners of patriotiſm. Their army 
is generally compoſed of treops, which, with un- 
equal diſcipline and different expectations, engage on 
the ſame ſide with no other view than that of ſharing 
the ſpoil after victory, or of fupplanting each other 
in the divifion. Each chief is flattered, and no one 


| harſhly rejected. Hence every day produces new 


plans, new allotments of office, new expedients to 
retain the wavering [2], new attempts to recover 


the loſt. 


Add 


_— 2 
— 


* 
* 


not ſay of many; but he has put it into his head that 
oppoſition is ſerving the pretender. | 
[2] An anecdote, in appearance trifling, may con- 
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LORD CHESTERFIELD. 8 EC r. IV. 


ground. He chuſes his opportunities, and, never 
unprepared himſelf, has many afliſtants at hand to 
ſupply him with arguments and facts. The oppoſer 
commonly ſees but in part, has often ſhort notice, 
and can hardly ever divide the buſineſs in a proper 
manner among his aſſociates. Yet, notwithſtanding 
the diſadvantages ariſing from his fituation, preju- 
dices, and reſentments, a popular tribune, in a coun- 


, * — — — ** 
thn... * * 1 


— 


late lord R—, with many good qualities, and even 
learning and parts, had a ſtrong deſire of being 
thought ſkilful in phyſic, and was very expert in 
bleeding. Lord Chefterfield, who knew his foible, 
and on a particular occaſion wiſhed to have his vote, 
came to him one morning, and, after having converſed 
upon indifferent matters, complained of the head-ach, 
and defired his lordſhip to feel his pulſe. It was 
found to beat high, and a hint of loſing blood given. 
I have no objection ; and, as I hear your lordſhip has 
a maſterly hand, will you favor me with trying your 
lancet upon me? A propos, ſaid lord Cheſterfield, 
after the operation, do you go to the houſe to-day ? 
Lord R= anſwered, I did not intend to go, not being 
ſufficiently informed of the queſtion which is to be de- 
_ bated; but you who have conſidered it, which fide will 
you be of ? The earl, having gained his confidence, 
eaſily directed his judgement; he carried him to the 

| houſe, and got him to vote as he pleaſed. He uſed 
| afterwards to ſay, that none of his friends had done 


as much as he, having literally bled for the ggod of 
his country. 


* iry 


Add to all this, that the miniſter is maſter of his 1732 
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1732 try like this, is a moſt uſeful man. Ever on the 


watch, he awes miniſters into vigilance and circum. 
ſpection; and; if he does not defend the conſtitution 
from every wound, he ſecures it from ſuch as might 
prove incurable and fatal. | 

It is difficult for a writer, engaged in a work like 
this, to diveſt himſelf entirely of prejudice. Truth 
is often inſcrutable, and, when diſcovered, cannot 
always be imparted with fafety, All that can de ex- 
pected is, that he ſhould make uſe of the beſt ma. 
terials he can find [3]; that he ſhould ſteer a middle 


2 ůͤ — * 


[3] Beſides the periodical political papers, the de- 
bates in parliament, Rouſſet's Recueils, &c. in con- 
troverted points I have chiefly had in view the fol- 


lowing capital pamphlets. 1. The Caſe of the Han- 


over forces, and the Two Vindications of 1t already 
mentioned, Sect. III. note 24. 2. The Anſwer to 
the Caſe, intitled, The Intereſt of Britain ſteadily pur- 


ſued, by Mr. Horace, afterwards lord, Walpole, 
1744. 3. Miſcellaneous Thoughts on the preſent 


Poſture both of Foreign and Domeſtic Affairs, by 


Lord Hervey, after he had quitted the miniſtry, 1742. 
4. Faction detected by the Evidence of Facts, 1743; 
with a maſterly anſwer to this pamphlet, intitled, A 


Defence of the People, 1744. 5. Apology for a late 
Reſignation (of lord Cheſterfield), . written without 


the concurrence of the ear], but approved by hin 
after its publication, 1748; and 6. Examination of 
the Principles, and an Inquiry into the Conduct, of 


the Two Brothers, in two parts, publiſhed under the 
direction of lord 2 ranyille, 1749. 585 
courſe 
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LORD CHESTERFIELD. SECT. Iv. 


courſe between the oppolite accounts, ; 1 


able as well as delire his readers to judge for them- 
ſelves. | 


the laſt of his tranquillity. The oppoſition had 


gained am advantage, and, from their preſent triumph, 


were encouraged to attempt freſh attacks. The of- 
ficers of the South-· Sea company, who, notwithſtand- 
ing their delinquency, were ſuppoſed to be favored 
by the miniſter, were called upon to produce their 
accounts; which were found both confuſed and de- 
fective. The diſpoſal of the forfeited eſtates of the 
late directors was likewiſe inquired into, and the con- 
duct of adminiſtration, in reſpect to this diſpoſal, was 
ſeverely, though unſucceſsfully, arraigned. Great 
fault was. found with the manner of bringing into 
parliament the bill for ſettling a portion upon the 
princeſs royal of England, now engaged to the prince 
of Orange, In thele ſeveral debates, lord Cheſter- 
field bore a principal part; and he joined in one of 
the protelts. RT 

No ſooner was his lordſhip freed from the ſhackles 
of a court, than he ſubmitted to the chains of matri- 
mony. He had, indeed, fallen into ſome gallantries 


before. From one of his connections, during his em- 


baſſy in Holland, he had a fon, who ſoon became the 


object of his fondneſs as well as of his cares. But 
his ſerious addreſſes had, many years before, been 


paid to Meloſina de Schulenburg, a young lady 


belobpging to one of the moſt conſiderable” families i in 
SY 73 3 3 Ger- 


For twelve years the miniſter had reigned without 
much oppolition ; but the year or the exciſe: bill was 
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1733 Germany [4]. Niece to the dutcheſs of Kendal, ſhe 


had been particularly diſtinguiſhed by the late king, 
and was created by him, in 1722, a peereſs of Gree 
Britain, under the titles of countefs of Walſingham 
and baroneſs of Aldborough. Her fortune was ſuita. 
ble to her rank; and the amiableneſs of her character, 
the accompliſhments of her mind, her taſte for the 


fine arts, and in particular for muſic, rendered her a 


fit companion for lord Cheſterfield. By her tender. 
neſs and virtues, ſhe merited all the returns he could 
make; and by her prudent management, ſhe helped 
to retrieve and improve his Jong-negleted eftate. 
On changing her condition, ſhe did nor leave the 
dutcheſs of Kendal ; and lord Cheſterfield, who waz 
their next neighbour in Groſvenor- ſquare, moſt con- 
ſtantly divided his time between his buſineſs in his 
own houſe, and his attentions and duties at the other. 


Minerva preſided in the firſt; and in the laſt, Apollo 
with the mules. 

A voluntary exile from the royal refs lord 
Cheſterficld had nat neglected aſſidubuſly to pay his 


N ** 
r TH % = 
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[4] Her father was Frederick Achatz de Schvu- 
lenburg, privy-councellor to the duke of Brunſwick- 


| Lunenburg, lord of Stehler, Bezendorff, Angern, 


&c. &c. Her mother was Margaret Gertrude de 
Schulenburg, of the houſe of Embden, daughter to 
Guſtavus Adolphus de Schulenburg, privy-counſellor 
to the elector of Brandenburg, and eldeſt ſiſter of 


Mathew John count de Schulenburg, field-marſhal - 
general of the republic of Venice. 


reſpects 


I B . 88 * 


=. 1 9 1 N 
4 * — 
5 * N 2 * 
% r Ei} La, o AIG en itt en po ute RT 
OS aL SAS oe I RE EI OR | 


* F 1 : 
— e , , % . OCT I SD LS R743 tt * 
a 0 


DE, ee Eats 


» l _ 6 FW 
2 Fae * 5 — * 1 5 3 — %F x Y "4 
LO OL ESA, WET Rint ERR 


LOKD CHESTERFIELD. SECT. IV. 


135 


reſpects to the prince of Wales, and was particularly 1733 


well-received at his court. His royal highneſs imme- 
diately ſent his compliments to the new-married pair, 
and his attendants followed his example. The prince 
of Orange likewiſe, who, rowards the end of the 
year, came over to England on account of his ,own 
nuptials, did not neglect the friend to whom he was 
chiefly beholden for that fortunate event [3]. He 
found him in a very different ſituation from that in 
which he could have wiſhed to ſee him at court; 
but though ſurrounded with courtiers, and expoſed 
to the riſk of exciting diſpleaſure, he ſhewed his af- 
fection and eſteem to the late ambaſſador by every 
mark of confidence and regard (69. A dangerous 


ind . 


w a ak £6 4 > FP ” 


. 5] It did 4 not at firſt peotnode the wilted: for re- 
ſtoration of the prince of Orange to the dignity of 
his anceſtors. It was even reported, that, when the 
marriage was communicated to the States General by 
Mr. Finch, the Britiſh miniſter at the Hague, Mr. 
Boetzlaer, one of the nobles of Holland, at the head 
of the antiſtadcholderian party, received private aſ- 
ſprances, that the king would nor interfere in the 
affairs of the prince. The States ſeemed to be well 
convinced of this diſpoſition of the monarch ; and, 
in their anſwer to his majeſty's letter, after expreſ- 
ling their perſonal regard for the young prince, they 
declared, that they would by no means conſent to any 
alteration in their preſent form of government, 

[5] Dr. Chenevix, his lordſhip's beide chaplain, 
was by him recommended to the prinee of Orange 

14 to 


| . 
5 {; 
4 
of 
K 
þ 
Y 


— — Yee * 
3 2 8 wt 26. -< TA 
n 2 — 1 N > * 


: 
ik 
; 7 
44 
* 
5 
h 
45 
5 
' 


136 


— 


1734 


made firſt chaplaia to the princeſs. 


Vvinc ced of his Innocence. 


R M: 0: 1K 8: OF 


33 indiſpoſition his highneſs was ſeized with, retarded, 


for ſeveral months, the celebration of the nuptials, 
which only took place in the month of March of the 
next year. | 

Sir Robert Walpole's antagoniſts had flattered 
themſelves that the period of his diſgrace was now 
at hand. They imagined, that the nation was ſuf- 
ficiently incenſed ; and, as the firſt parliament under 
this reign was within a year of its diſſolution, they 
reſolved to try their intereſt by a new popular exer- 
tion. It was thought, that the repeal of the ſepten- 
nial bill would meet with but little reſiſtance from 
the members who wiſhed to ſecure the favor of 
their conſtituents at the enſuing election. In this, 


however, the leaders of the oppoſition were diſap- 


Pointed. Though ſeveral of the members who, 
eighteen years before, were the promoters of this 


a _—_ TY 1 * 


o- 


"to teach him Englith 3 and, by the interpoſition of the 


biſhop of London and the earl of Scarborough, was 

This appoint- 

zent, however, met with conſiderable oppoſition 
from the miniſter, to whom, as well as to the quecn, 
Dr. Chenevix had been repreſented as ſtrongly de- 
voted to lord Cheſterfield, and employed by him in 
political pamphlets. The firſt charge he 
openly avowed to Mr. Finch at the Hague; but the 
latter he abſolutely denied; and the queen was con- 


writing 


agent at the Britiſh court, was, on this and many 
other occalions, very uſeful to Dr. Chenevix, from 


whom I received this information, 
| bill, 


ns ra "Es —— 4 _- ——— 


Mr. Duncan, the prince's 
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LORD CHESTERFIELD. SECT, Iv. 


bered. Sir William ae and his brothers were 
in the minority. 

The oppoſition had no better ſucceſs in the houſe 
of peers, though equally ſanguine in its hopes. Lord 
Cheſterfield took the earlieſt opportunity of declaring 
himſelf. He deſired, that no words or expreſſions, 
employed in the addreſs of thanks for the King's 
ſpeech, ſhould afterwards be made uſe of, either for 
or againſt any propoſition that might be made, or 
any queſtion that might ariſe in the houſe. The 
meaning of this declaration was ſoon evinced by 
the active part which he took in the ſubſequent 
debates. 

The moſt important of theſe was occaſioned by 
the removal of the duke of Bolton and lord Cob- 
ham from their regiments, Thele lords were ſup— 
poſed to have been diſmiſſed, or, as our witty earl 


expreſſed it, whiſpered out of their commiſſions, 


merely on account of their not complying with the 
defires of the miniſter, A motion was made by the 
duke of Marlborough to reſtrain this power, which 
had conſtantly been exerciſed by the crown, and 


' ſeemed inherent to the prerogative. The bill which 
he propoſed was intended to prevent, for the future, 


all officers, above the rank of colonels, from being 
deprived of their commiſſions, therwile than by 


judgment of a court martial, to be held for that 
_ purpoſe, or by addreſs of either houſe of parliament. 


Of the ſeveral lords, who ſpoke | in favor of the bill, 


none expreſſed himſelf with more warmth than lord 


Cheſter- 
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bill, now ſpoke againſt it, they were ſtill out- num— 1734 
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1734 Cheſterfield [7p]. He was complimented on that oe. 
— 


e £ 


caſion by the duke of Argyll, who, being then ſtill a 
courtier, oppoſed both the bill, and the motion, 
which immediately followed, for preſenting an ad. 
dreſs to his majeſty, in order to be informed, hy 


whole advice, and for what crimes, the two lords had 


been removed [8]. The fate of the bill decided tha 
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[7] The warm ſentiments of eſteem and attach. 


ment, which he entertained for lord Cobham, un- 


doubtedly animated his expreſſions; as they did thoſe 
of their common friend Mr, Pope in the following 
lines : | 


And you, brave-Cobham, to the lateſt breath, 
Shall feel your ruling paſſion ſtrong in death: 
Such in thoſe moments as in all the paſt, 


* Oh! ſave my country, heaven!“ ſhall be your laſt. 
Stowe, the country reſidence of that accompliſhed 
nobleman, was at that time the ſeat of wit, taſte, and 
virtue. Lord Cheſterfield, to the end of his life, re- 
membered and mentioned, with a degree of enthu- 
fiaſm, the happy days which he had paſſed in that 
delightful villa; he contributed to its decorations, 
and was complimented by the noble poſſeſſor with a 
place among the few whom he admitted in his tem- 
ple of friendſhip. 

[8] His grace ſaid, with ſtill more ſeverity t than 
wit, „ am ſurpriſed to hear ſo much noiſe made 
„about the removal of two noble lords from their 
% commands in the army, It is true, there have 

| | « been 
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of the motion; both were rejected; and our earl joined 
in the proteſts that were drawn up by the conſidera- 
ple and reſpectable minority who divided on this 
occaſion. 

Nothing proves more evidently than this tranſ- 
action with what different eyes perſons, equally well 


meaning, may view the ſame objects. Lord Cheſter- 


field ſeems to have beęn as ſincere in his approbation 
of this bill, as his boſom friend, lord Scarborough, 
was in his oppolition to it. And yet, when in the 
lait reign a ſimilar bill was drawn up by the late earl 
Stanhope, it had been equally approved by the two 
friends. The reaſons and the oceaſion that induced 
them to think differently upon the ſame ſubject, are 
not known. Perhaps their various ſituation in life 
may have produced this effect. Lord Searborough, 
being himſelf an officer, undoubtedly had better op- 
portunities of being informed of every thing that 
had any relation to the good of the ſervice; and he 
ſeems to have been really alarmed at the conſequences 
which the bill, however well calculated to leſſen mi- 


niſterial influence, might have had in promoting mili- 


tary independency. It was in that light that he con- 
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*© been two lords removed, but only one ſoldier; 
* and therefore, when lords are pleaſed to talk of 


“ ſoldiers having been turned out of their commiſ- 
„ ſions in the army, they ought not to talk in the 


* plural number.“ This ſarcaſm ſoon loſt all its 
force; two months only elapſed before lord Stair's 
regiment was taken from him; and the next year the 
anke of Argyll himſelf ſhared the ſame fate. 

; ſidered 
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1734 {ſidered the queſtion : fearing, however, leſt it ſhould 


be ſuſpected, that the defire of keeping his places, 
both in the army and at court, had biaſſed his judg- 
ment, he previouſly waited on the king, and, having 
declared his motives, with great earneſtneſs beg. 
that he might be permitted to reſign. His majeſty 
preſſed him a conliderable time to deſiſt from his reſo- 
lution, and, finding him -unalterably fixed, at laft 
told him, My lord, there is an employment vou 
e cannot in honor give up, which is your regiment; 
„ for you know, as well as I, we are upon the eve 
“ of a war.” This argument prevailed with his 
lordſhip; he. contented himſelf with reſigning his 
place of maſter. of the horſe, and, on coming down 
from the cloſer, ordered a chair to be called, and diſ- 


miſſed the king's equipage [9]. Being thus free to 
declare for the court, without incurring the ſuſpicion 
of being prompted to it by undue motives, he not 


only gave his vote againſt the ſecond reading of the 


bill; bur, notwithſtanding the eloquent exertions of 


his friend, he made a motion to have it rejected, in 
order to prevent the like attempts for the future. 
His reaſons were delivered with great ſtrength and 


preciſion; but whether they occaſioned any alteration 


in lord Cheſterfield's opinion is leſs certain than that 
they produced none in his ſentiments for ſo reſpec- 
table a friend. 


* » * * * 
——— —— 


(50 This particular account was communicated to 
me by the biſhop of Waterford, who had it FO 


lord Scarborough himſelf, 
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A meſſage from the king, for a vote of credit, hav- 1534 


ving been preſented at the cloſe of the ſeſſion, met 
in both houſes with a conſiderable oppoſition. A 


war kad broken out in Europe, and its: flames 


threatened to ſpread over this iſland. Prudence re- 


quired that the nation ſhould be prepared at all 
events; and the miniſter would have been culpable, 


had he neglected the means of putting the kingdom 
in a proper ſtate of defence. It was particularly ne- 


ceſſary to guard againſt any attempts that might be 


made during the time of anarchy and confuſion always 
attending new elections. Obvious as theſe reaſons 
ſeemed to be, they did not make an equal imprel- 
fon upon all the members. Lord Cheſterfield, who 
happened to be again in oppoſition to. the duke of 


Argyll, diſtinguiſhed himſelf in his anſwer to his 
grace, He faid, that“ what was demanded was not 
in the leaſt neceſſary for the ſupport of the king 
and the ſafety of the nation, though it might be 
* neceflary for the ſupport of miniſterial ſchemes, 


«and for the ſupport. of miniſterial perſonages. 


Coming at the end of the long ſeſſion of a long 


« parhiament, it appeared to him in the fame light as 


if an application ſhould be made to a man on his 


* death-bed, to bequeath all he has in the world to 


* thoſe who are utter ſtrangers to him, nay who 
have been generally reputed his greateſt enemies.” 
He owned, indeed, what was more fully inſiſted upon 
by lord Hardwicke, who made a ſhort and nervous 


reply to his lordſhip, that by the conſtitution the 


kings always had a ſort of dictatorial power, during 


a the intervals of parliament, in caſe of any ſudden or 


unexpected 
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tn SD? 
unexpected danger, to provide for the preſervation of 
the commonwealth ; but he pretended, that the aſk- 
ing for ſuck a power before-hand looked ſuſpicious, 
and, to illuſtrate his meaning, had recourſe to this 
ſarcaſtical compariſon ; © Nod man will refuſe to let 
* an infant of a good eſtate have whatever may be 
ac neceſſary for his ſubſiſtence. For this he has no 
great occaſion for any letter of credit from his 
© guardians ; but, if theſe ſhould be ſuch fools, or 
& ſuch unfaithful guardians, as to give him an un- 
limited letter of credit, for borrowing whatever he 
« himſelf might think neceſſary for his ſubſiſtence, 
<« it would certainly tend to throw him into extraya- 
de gance, and make him a prey for uſurers and ex- 
*“ tortioners.“ 

It may be preſumed, that the oppoſition would 
have been leſs ſtrenuous, in obſtructing the views of 
government, could they have been convinced that 
theſe views were really for the good of the nation. 
This they pretended to doubt; and lord Cheſterfield, 
as well as his friends, went ſo far as to affirm, that 
the veſſel of Great-Britain was ſteered by the Hano- 
verian rudderſ 10]. The ground of their apprehen- 
ſions will, in ſome meaſure, appear from the follow- 
ing account of the ſtate of Europe at that time. 

The ſtipulations of the laſt treaty of Vienna ſeemed 
to imply an obligation to aſſiſt the houſe of Auſtria, 
whenever its poſſeſſions, already much leſſened, ſhould 
be further invaded. The Dutch, indeed, being 
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[10] See Caſe of the Hanover forces, p. 10. 
more 


LORD CHESTERFIELD. SECT. W. 145 
more expoſed to, and perhaps more diffident of, their 1735 
neighbours, had laid many reſtrictions on their ac- 
ceſſion to the treaty. The French, whoſe deſigns 
againſt their natural and ancient rivals upon the con- 
tinent this treaty was intended to check, ſoon found 
1 an opportunity of putting the real diſpoſitions of the 
Contracting parties to the teſt, On the death of 
Auguſtus I. king of Poland, his moſt chriſtian ma- 
: jeſty immediately reſolved to ſecure that crown to his 
: father-in-law, the unhappy competitor of the de- | 
ceaſed monarch. The emperor, on his part, appre- 
* hending that, if Staniſlaus ſhould ſucceed, he ſhould 
always find a dangerous neighbour in him, could not 
conſent to his re- election. The diipute, as is uſual 
berween crowned heads, ended in an open rup- 
ture. But this war, carried on with unequal ſpirit and 
forces, was alſo attended with very different ſucceſs. 
Lewis XV. the young monarch of a warlike and 
united nation, was prepared; and certain, as he was 
ſaid to be, of the good-wiſhes of Hanover, and of the 
connivance at leaſt of the Britiſh miniſtry [11], formed 
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[1] This was poſitively aſſerted by the oppoſition, 1 
and barely denied by the miniſterial writers, who not 4 
only give no proof of their denial, but rather endea- 

vor to juſtify what was laid to their charge. Ste 

Caſe of the Hanover forces, p. 15, 16. and [Intereſt of 
Great Britain ſteadily purſued, p. 52, 53. The aſ- 
ſertion of their antagoniſts ſeems to be ſupported by 

the call that was made in both houſes upon the 
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an offenſive alliance with the kings of Sardinia and 
Spain, in order to attack his enemy in ſeveral parts at 
once. The declining head of the empire, Charles VI. 
on the contrary, found, in the unwilling guarantces 
of his poſſeſſions, importunate monitors and irre- 
folate friends. In vain did he ſolicit his natural allies 
to ſupport him in ſo diſad vantageous a conteſt, and 
to maintain what was called the balance of Europe. 
In vain, to avoid appearing the aggreſſor, did he 
abſtain from the firſt hoſtilities, and leave it to Ruſſia 
to oppole Staniſlaus, and to ſettle the elector of 


Saxony upon the Polith throne : theſe precautions 


did not diſarm his enemies, nor procure him the al- 
ſiſtance of his friends. The Dutch, under perpetual 
apprehenſions for their barrier, which the imperial 
court could not, and the Britiſh miniſtry would not, 


rt _— — 


miniſters for the inſtructions ſent to the Britiſh envoy 


in Poland in 1729 (when Auguſtus had a danger- 
_ ous attack of the diforder which carried him off four 
years later), and by the refuſal of the miniſters to 


produce thole inſtructions. See Debates for 1735. 
Lord Cheſterfield made the motion in the houſe of 


lords for this communication, and he ſpoke warmiy 


to ſupport it. It ought, however, to be obſerved, 
that the date of theſe inſtructions was anterior to the 
treaty of Vienna. At a period when the intereſts of 


ſeveral courts were ſo fluctuating, the inſtructions | 
ſent in 1729 might have been very different from 


a 


thoſe in 1733. „„ 
e eee Provide 
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LORD CHESTERFIELPD. SECT. Iv. 
provide with ſufficient troops [12], willingly em- 
braced a neutrality ; a ſtate which is always preferred 

| 120 5 
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[12] I ſhall here ſet down the oppoſite accounts 
given of that tranſaction by the champions of the 


two parties. © Our reſident in Holland,” ſays the 


author of the Caſe of the Hanover forces, p. 19, 20. 
« had orders to be as loud and importunate as poſ— 
ce ſible with the States, to enter with us into inſtant 
« meaſures for the preſervation of the houſe of Au- 
te ſtria, and ſetting a bound to the growing power of 
« France. They gave him to underſtand, that they 
« were very willing to meet his offers half-way ; 
« when, lo! it appeared he had no power to treat.” 
The States, anſwers the writer of the Intereſt, &c. 
p. 52. were informed that the court of Vienna would 
take care of Luxemburg only, and leave the ſecurity of 
the barrier in the Netherlands to the care of Great- 
Britain and Holland; and having in Auguſt, 1733, re- 
ceived from their engineer a relation of their barrier 
towns being in a ruinous condition, and deſtitute of troops, 
ſuddenly agreed to negotiate, and, againſt his maijeſty's 
inſtances, ſigned, November 11, an af of neutrality 
with France. Here again,” replies the former wri- 


ter in his Further Vindication, p. 74. © the author is 


* wholly ſilent as to what paſſed before this tranſac- 
* tion; for this act of neutrality had been long in 


* treaty before it came to be ſigned, and was actually 


« neceſſitated by the conduct of England, which had 
e refuſed to ſend over the 10,000 men it was by 


1735 
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1735 by that wiſe republic, and was particularly their 


2 


choice at that time, from the fear of being obliged 
to create a new ſtadtholder. This neutrality was ei. 
ther the cauſe or the pretence why the Britiſh mi. 
niſtry only interfered by vague propoſals and offers 
of mediation, which were ſhghted|13þ The mi. 

niſter, 
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* treaty obliged to provide for the ſecurity of the 


ec barrier.” What can be faid to all this, but, Cy; 
creditis, Quirites ? In the hiſtory of the Netherlands, 
which I mentioned before, the Engliſh are not repre. 
ſented as having been very preſſing with the Dutch, 
to diſſuade them from a neutrality, vol. XIX. p. 161, 
Lord Stair, in a French memorial addreſſed to the 
king after the battle of Dettingen, ſays, © In 1734, l 
6 preſented to your majeſty a plan to form an army 
e upon the Moſelle, which would have rendered you 
< the arbitrator of Europe.“ 

[ 13] Very oppoſite again are the accounts of the 
two parties. In the Iutereſt, &c. p. 35. it is ſaid; 
The tender of their (England and Holland) good office 
Was made to, and READILY ACCEPTED BY, FRANCE; 
but the emperor rejected them for ſeveral months togt- 
ther.— The language held to the miniſtry of France 


made an impreſſion upon the cardinal de Fleury, and in. 


duced him, for fear of a general war, to haſten the ne. 
gotiation with the Imperial court, and ſettle the articles 
of peace. No ſuch thing, if we believe the writer of 
Fattion detected, p. 31. The miniſter began to 
* make propoſals, and to offer his mediation to the 

„% courts 
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niſter, in the mean while, did not neglect to provide 
for the ſecurity of the kingdom. Every year he ap- 
plied for freſh parliamentary ſupplies ; he fitted out 


ſquadrons 3 and took ſix thouſand Danes into Britiſn 


pay, for the ſame uſeful purpoſes which, ſome years 
before, had occaſioned the hiring of twelve thouſand 
Heſſians. He carried this precaution till further, 
and, to prevent an invaſion from powers whoſe in- 
tereſt it was by no means to attempt one, he every 
year increaſed the number of national troops, 

Such exertions of ſtrength, equally vain and waſte- 
ful, were not aſſented to without great oppoſition in 
both houſes. Lord Cheſterfield, convinced that theſe 
ſucceſſive augmentations could have but one uſe, at- 


1 »»„ 
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&« courts both of Paris and Vienna. The court of 
“Vienna - ſeverely wounded—diſdained to treat with 
te him any more, and the anſwer made to theſe pro- 
« poſals by the king of France concluded in theſe 


« words: I will do my atmoſt endeavours in Germany 


&« t9 weaken my enemies; I have already declared that 


I would not keep poſſeſſion of any of the places 1 


tt ſhould take. Let England reſt ſatisfied with this pro- 
© miſe, —-She would have pleaſed me in her mediation, 
« if ſhe had not at the ſame time armed Herſelf; —but I 
% would have her to know, that no power in Europe 
* ſhall give law; and this you may tell your maſter.— 
* The peace was concluded with the Imperial court, 
* in which we were in no degree conſulted.” The 
Dutch hiſtory is equally poſitive that England had 
no ſhare in the negotiation. Ibid. p. 206. 

K 2 tacked 
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1736 tacked them, not only with the power of eloquence, 


but with the ſhafts of ridicule, With a ſatyrical vein 
of pleaſantry, almoſt peculiar to himſelf, he expoſcd 
in a periodical paper [14] the harmleſs diſpoſition 
both of the miniſters and the troops. The ſcheme 
of a wax army, moving by clock-work, and anſwer. 


ing all the uſes of a real one, was worthy of Swift“ 


pen; and, if I am not miſinformed, the dean ſay, 
approved, and wiſhed to have been the writer of it. 
During the courſe of this political ſtruggle, lord 
Cheſterfield had the misfortune of loſing his brother 
Charles Stanhope. Though the youngeſt, he wa, 
not the leaſt beloved; and, indeed, by the account; 
I received from the counteſs of Cheſterfield, his cha. 
rafter muſt have been moſt amiable, By his death a 


conſiderable eſtate devolved to Mr. John Stanhope, 
uV hoſe ſole dependence hitherto had been upon the earl, 


After a long negociation, a treaty was at Jengt|: 
concluded between the contending powers. The 


houſe of Bourbon was a great gainer by the war; 
and that of Auſtria an equal loſer by the peace. 


Lorrain, a conſiderable province, capable of main- 


taining an army of thirty thouſand men, hitherto go 


* — — 


— 


[14] Fog's Journal, January 17, 1736. Two 


other ſatyrical papers, by the ſame hand, the ane on 
the ears, the other on the eyes, were Iikewile inferte 
on the 24th of January and 1oth of April of tit 


ſame year. Theſe papers were ſo well received, that 
they were re-publiſhed at the end of the firſt volume 
of Common Senſe, a periodical paper, which we ſhal 


Hon have occaſion to mention. 
| vernel 
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LORD CHESTERFIELD. 8 ECT. iv. 
verned by its own fovereigns, though, from its vi— 
cinity, moſt commonly under the influence or in the 
power of France, was now for ever annexed to that 
crown. King Staniſlaus obtained the enjoy ment of 
it, during his life, as an equivalent for Poland; and 
the former duke of Lorrain, in virtue of this ceſſion, 
procured the reverſion of Tuſcany after the death of 
the old duke, the laſt of the Medicis family, toge- 
ther with the hand of the eldeſt arch dutcheſs. The 
king of Spain's eldeſt fon made a moſt advantageous 
exchange of two dutchies for two kingdoms, Parma 
and Placentia for Naples and Sicily; the king of 
Sardinia ſomewhat extended his territories; and, as a 
compenſation for fo many lacrifices, the emperor ob- 
tained from his rivals the long-wiſhed-for guarantee 
of the pragmatic ſanction. 

It would take much time, and afford little enter- 
tainment, to ſpecify and explain the ſeveral ſubjects 
of debate between the miniſters and their antagoniſts 
in the courſe of this and the preceding vear. Some 
were temporary or local; others, the rciult of former, 
or the foundation of future, deliberations; and all, 
though at the time magnified by party, are now be- 
come too inconſiderable to be mentioned any where 
but in general hiſtory, where the foibles and incon- 
ſiſtencies of mankind are faithfully and minutely re- 
corded, Strong things were as uſual ſaid by the mi- 
nority [15]; and as uſual the majority endeavoured 


to aſſiſt the deſigns of the miniſter. 
. very 


, ec 
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[15] In one of lord Chelt dei ſpeeches in 
1735, 1 find the following words, which might ap- 
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Very different ſentiments were entertained by the 
heads of the oppoſition, As their object was to em. 
barraſs the miniſtry, and to inflame the people, the 
queſtions which were ſtarted were ſuch as, if decided 
to their wiſh, muſt leſſen the influence of the court, 
and, if rejected, muſt increaſe the popular clamor. 
This was plainly the caſe in the proceedings occa 
ſioned by a tumult that was excited about this time 
in Edinburgh. Mr. Porteus, a captain of the city- 
guard, had been tried and condemned to death, for 
having too haſtily ordered his men to fire, and having 
fired himſelf, upon a mob that attempted to reſcue 
a ſmuggler from the gallows. As there appeared, 
on the captain's trial, ſeveral circumſtances in his 
favor, a reprieve was obtained for him upon the re- 
preſentation of the judges. But the people were not 
jatisfied ; and, at the inſtigation, or at leaſt with the 
connivance of ſome deſigning men, they aſſembled in 
a ſeditious manner. They forced the gates of the jail, 
dragged out the unfortunate priſoner, and hanged 
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pear prophetic, if a dozen years were ſufficient to 
eſtabliſh the reputation of a prophet. Before the 
*« flames (of war) can be extinguiſhed, I am afraid 
* much blood will be ſpilt, great princes muſt ſuf— 
„fer, even queens muſt weep; the conduct of mi- 
e niſters muſt be inquired into, and ſome muſt meet 


with that puniſhment they deſerve, before that 


& flame can be extinguiſhed which has been raiſed 
* by their miſmanagement.” Debates of the Houle 
of Lords, yol. IV. p-. 450, 

him 
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him in the ſame place where the ſmuggler had ſuf— 
fored. This was not a mere riot; it bore the marks 
of deſign and deliberation ; and, though ſome of the 
facts might have been exaggerated, a mutinous diſ- 
poſition could not be diſowned. The ſame ſpirit had 
of late ſhewn itſelf in ſeveral parts of the kingdom; 
and a daring, though puerile, inſult upon govern- 
ment had been committed in Weſtminſter-hall [16]. 
It became, therefore, neceſſary to puniſh as well as 
to check theſe violent attempts againſt the peace of 
ſociety. The cale of the Edinburgh riot was brought 
into parliament ; the debates laſted five months, and 
lord Cheſterfield was concerned in fome of them, 
By one of the parties, this act of violence was repre- 


ſented as the natural conſequence of national diſcon- 
| , 


CEE WI —_ _— — 
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{16] Five acts of parliament, together with a ſe- 
ditious paper, were incloſed in a bag of brown pa- 


per, with ſeveral parcels of gun-powder. This was 
dropped on the landing-place between the court of 


the king's-bench and that of chancery, during the 
fittings of the two courts, and by means of a match 
ſeveral exploſions were made, which greatly terrified 
the audience, and might have been attended with 
molt dreadful conſequences. Fanaticiſm, as well as 
diſſatisfaction, was at the bottom of this fooliſh, new 
powder-plot. A non-juripg clergyman was diſcovered 
to have been the contriver of this ridiculous affair : 
he was puniſhed ; but, as more people were ſuſpected 
of having been concerned in it, a ſtop was put to 
any future proſecution. 
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more neceſſary, or of diſobliging a part of the nation, 
already too much ſuſpected of diſaffection. Some of 2 
the Scotch members, hitherto the beſt friends to the MM 
reigning powers, expreſſed their indignation on ſeeing 
the judges compelled to appear at the bar of the 
houſe of lords, the magiſtrates of their capital ſtigma- 
tired, and the city deprived of ſome of its privileges. 
The manly ſenſe and humane diſpoſition of lord 
Hardwicke prevented a too violent ſtretch of power. 
That great magiſtrate (who, though conſtantly at- 
tached to the court, and moſt commonly engaged in 
parliamentary altercations with lord Chelterficld, was, 
according to his lordſhip's judgment, not only an 
agreeable and eloquent ſpeaker, but a moſt clear and 
inſtructive reaſoner) maintained on this occaſion, as 
well as on many others, the juſt prerogative of the 
crown, without extending it to the oppreſſion of the 
people. A due regard was paid to the articles of 
the Union, and the heavieſt parts of the ſentence 
vere mitigated in the houſe of commons. But vet 
this unfortunate affair is thought to have left or in- 
cicaſed, among ſeveral of the inhabitants, a ſpirit of 


152 In :0:F | ' 
4 1737 tent; by the other, as the effect of wicked combina. 0 
4 tions. Theſe aſcribed the cauſe to the meaſures of ; tl 
| government; thoſe to the incendiary writings of a dif. : 
£ appointed faction. Deſpotiſm on one ſide, and jacohji. Je 
iq tiſm on the other, were introduced in this diſpute, WW : 0 
„ with as much reaſon as they are in every other poli- 1 
. tical controverſy. The miniſtry were driven to the 
il diſagreeable alternative, either of giving up the af. | « 
i ſiſtance of military force, which ſedition made more add 
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diſaffection, which broke out, a few years after, at the 1737 


time of the rebellion. 

Thus did the perſons who governed grow weaker 
even from their victories, and, while all-powerful at 
court and in parliament, find themſelves every where 
elſe diſtreſſed and literally out-witted. The times 
were no more, when a Dryden or a Swift, in ſupport 
of miniſters and courts, alone faced legions, and 
fought them with advantage. The ſuperiority of 
writing, as well as of ſpeaking, was univerſally judged 
to be on the ſide of the oppoſition. Promiſes and re- 
wards, it was ſaid, might procure votes, but could 
neither create or purchaſe eloquence and genius [17]. 
From, the epic poem [18] to the ballad [19], and 
from the elaborate diſſertation | 20] to the periodical 
ſneet 21 |, every engine of argument or wit was 

levelled 


— 


—ä——— — —— — 


— 


[17 |'From the report of the ſecret committee in 
1742, it appeared, that from the year 1732 no lefs 
a ſum than fifty thouſand pounds had been laviſhed 


upon gazetteers, couranteers, and other miniſterial 


writers, now forgotten as well as their pamphlets or 
weekly papers. 


[18] Leonidas, by Mr. Glover, printed by ſub- 


ſcription in 1737. 


[19] See the magazines and other periodical re- 


poſitories of wit. 


—_——— — 
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[20] The Diſſertation upon Parties; the Remarks 


upon the Hiſtory of England, &c. by lord Boling- 


broke, 


[21] Fog's Journal; the Craftſman; Common 


Senſe: 
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1737 levelled againſt the preſent adminiſtration. This 
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had, and always will have, its effect ; a few inſtances 
of ſeverity againſt ſome of the moſt unguarded of. 
fenders [22], could not reſtrain the greater number; 
and the popular writers in general ſucceeded jn 
raiſing the indignation of the people, and even their 
laughter, which was till of more conſequence. 

The ſtage itſelf began to be made uſe of, as it was 
in the time of the Athenian common-wealth, to ſerve 
the purpoſes of faction, and ſpread perſonal ſatyre; 
and, as one abuſe generally paves the way for another, 
virtue and decency were no more reſpected than go- 
vernment, To check this growing evil, and put a 
ſtop to the impiety and licentiouſneſs which ſome of 
the dramatic writers had been guilty of, a bill was 
brought in, and with great expedition paſſed, towards 
the end of the ſeſſion, in both houſes, By this bill, 
the new pieces were ſubmitted to the examination of 
the lord chamberlain for the time being, and could 
not be exhibited upon the ſtage without his licence, 
Though this act, which certainly was no innovation, 
might be a proper one, yet it ſeemed ill-timed, preci- 
pitate, and liable to many inconveniencies. The 
perſons in oppoſition did not fail to repreſent it as an 


— 


Senſe; Old England. The moſt eminent members 
of the oppoſition were concerned in theſe occaſional 
papers. Thoſe of which lord Cheſterfield was the 
author, were oftener calculated. to reform the man- 


ners, and promote taſte and virtue. 


[22] The author and publiſher of Manners, and 


ſome of the writers of the Craftſman. 
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incroachment upon tne natural rights of a free peo- 1737 


155 


ple, and a ſtep towards attacking the liberty of the "7 


preſs. They exclaimed, that honeſt miniſters had 
nothing to fear from the ſtrokes of ſatyre; that bad 
ones ought not to be ſcreened from the only puniſh- 
ment that could reach them; and that the laws of 
the country were ſufficient to guard againſt ex- 
ceſſes [23]. Lord Cheſterfield took up the cauſe of 
liberty with his uſual vivacity, and, without pre- 
paration, ſupport, or contradiction, he ſtood forth 
as the advocate of letters and of wit. His ſpeech 
was received with univerſal applauſe ; and, though 
printed incorrectly, and without the aſſiſtance of his 
own finiſhing hand, it has ſtood the teſt of time, 
and will, probably, be handed down to poſterity, as 
one of the fineſt ſpecimens of Britiſh eloquence [24]. 
Though this ſpeech did not hinder the bill from 
paſſing into a law, it has contributed to prevent the 
abule that might have been made of it, in reſtraining 
the powers of genius, and ſerving the purpoſes of 
miniſterial pique or perſonal diſlike. 


— — — — 
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[23] This might be true, were not juries ſome- 
times known to be biaſſed by the prejudices of the 


times. It has, beſides, always been thought the cha- 


racter of a wife adminiſtration, to prevent crimes ra- 
ther than to puniſh them, 

[24] As I would not venture in this place to give 
any extract of this ſpeech, I hope the readers will not 


be diſpleaſed to ſee it complete at the end of this 
collection. | 
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The miniſtry were now ſurrounded with enemies, 
not only without, but even within the palace. The 
principal of theſe was the heir to the crown, Long 
diſpleaſed with his father's counſellors, and diff. 
tisfied on account of the little ſhare he was allowed 
to have in the conduct and even knowledge of pub- 
lic affairs, the prince of Wales took no pains to con- 
ceal his diſguſt. He might, perhaps, have ſtifled 
his rejentment,. had not the perſon who preſided at 
the helm forced him to become his dependent or his 
enemy. His connections were repreſented as incon- 
liſtent with his duty to the king; his favorites were 
x1-rreated, and he was deſired not to ſee thoſe who 
had made themielves obnoxious to the court. Self. 
intereſt concurred with ambition to widen the breach, 
Generolity, in ſettling the prince's income, might 
have brought on an accommodation; parſimony pre- 
cluded every hope of this kind. The king would 
not allow his ſon, who was now married, and might 
expect a family, the fame revenue he himſelf had 
enjoyed in a ſimilar ſituation; and the offer of one- 
half, or fifty thouſand pounds, was rejected with ſpirit 
by the prince, who had recourſe to a dangerous, and, 
by the event, an ineffectual expedient. 

He applied to the heads of the oppoſition, and a 
motion was made by them in both houſes, that his 
majeſty might be deſired to ſettle on his fon annually 
the ſum of one hundred thoufand pounds out of the 
civil liſt, They were foiled in the attempt, and, in- 
deed, could not expect to ſucceed. But their chief 
deſign was anſwered; an open rupture was now de: 
clared between the prime minitter and the prince. 
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powerful an enemy; and the oppoſition ſecured to 


themſelves, together with the patronage of the imme- 
diate ſucceſſor, an increaſing intereſt with the people. 
The ſtrong proteſt, which was entered in the houſe 
of lords on this occaſion, was ſigned, if not penncd, 
by lord Cheſterfield. 

It might have been prudent in the miniſtry to have 
been contented with this temporary ſucceſs. The 
prince's reſentment was ſufficiently raiſed ; but the 
exertion of it was for the preſent rendered difficult 
and precarious. A court, deprived of the means of 
rewarding 1ts attendants, can attach only thoſe who 
are in expectation of a change; and futurity ſeldom 
makes conſiderable impreſſions upon courtiers. Great 
reſtraints were laid upon the prince in his tather's 
palace, and he could not avoid being watched or 
even thwarted in his actions. But this was not 
thought ſufficient. Fear, or the ſpirit of revenge, in- 


157 
The former could not but fecl the influence of fo 1737 
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duced the miniſter to carry his point (till further. He 


imagined that, by greater ſeverity, he ſhould either 


force his royal antagoniſt to ſubmiſſion, or render him 


inconſiderable in the eyes of his attendants. The 
king was made to reſent a trifling neglect of his fon ; 
no regard was ſhewn to his excuſes and intreaties ; 
peremptory orders were ſent him to part with all his 
friends, or quit his father's houſe ; and he was even 
refuſed the ſatisfaction of ſeeing his mother on her 
death- bed. 
Queen Caroline died at the end of this year, of a 
cruel diſorder, which, being too long concealed, ter- 
minated in a painful and fatal operation. She bore 
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the one and the other with fortitude and reſignation, 
and was ſincerely regetted by the king. As our ear] 
had for many years been no greater favorite with her 
than his patron lord Townſhend, he cannot be ey. 
pected to have been much affected by her loſs, or partial 
to her memory. Notwithſtanding this, he allowed 
her perſonal graces, accompliſhments of the mind, 
addreſs, reſolution, and perſeverance. She poſſeſſed 
more learning than commonly falls to the ſhare of 
her fex, and was every day endeavouring to increaſe 
it. Men of ſcience were encouraged by her [25]; 
ſhe enjoyed their converſation, and wiſhed to have a 
place among them. Philoſophy and politics were her 
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[25] Many inſtances might be alledged of this diſ- 
polition ; the following, which I believe is not known, 
I ſhall give in the words of the biſhop of Waterford, 
in a letter to me: Lord Cheſterfield having been 
& ſo condeſcending as to come and pay a viſit to my 
wife and me at my country living, and fpeaking one 
« evening at ſupper of lady Sundon (bed-chamber 
« woman to queen Caroline, and firſt-couſin to co- 
« lonel Dives my wite's father), told us a thing that 
« ſurpriſed us very much; which was, that, through 
« the influence of her ladyſhip, her majeſty had it 
once in her thoughts to make Dr. Freind ſecretary 
“of ſtate, though he was looked upon to be inclined 
« to jacobitiſm.” This muſt have happened at the 
beginning of the reign of George II. for Dr. Freind, 
who was made firſt phyſician to the queen, died 
July 26, 1728. . 
conſtant 
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conſtant ſtudy, and ſhe took a pride in ſhewing her 
ſuperiority in both. Her ſway over the king was 
founded on the opinion he had of her merit, and ſhe 
improved her power by her compliance with his wiſhes. 
The art by which ſhe governed was known to every 
body but himſelf. Upon the whole, ſhe had more 
admirers than friends, and exchanged the character of 
an amiable queen for that of a great one. 

The oppoſition had now acquired, what they 
wanted before, a head equally able and willing to 
give them weight and fupport, They furniſhed him 
with the means, and he loſt no opportunities of im— 
proving his talents and increaſing his popularity. 
Leſs partial to his native ſoil than his father and 
grand- father had been, he profeſſed a generous love 
for liberty { 26], and a juſt reverence for the Britiſh 

| conſti- 


as tc —_— 2 1 2 1 8 — 
4A * — „ 


{26] A deputation from the quakers having waited | 


upon the prince, to ſolicit his intereſt in favor of their 
tithing-bill in 1733, he anſwered, © that as a friend 
* to liberty in general, and toleration in particular, 


* he wiſhed they might meet with all proper favor, 


but for himſelf he never gave his vote in parlia- 
* ment, and it did not become his ſtation to influence 
« his friends, or direct his ſervants. 


« entirely to their own conſcience and underſtanding 
* was a rule he had hitherto preſcribed to himſelf, 
* and purpoſed through his whole life to obſerve.” 
The reply from Andrew Pit, the man who ſpoke in the 
name of the body, was not leſs remarkable, He ſaid, 
| | « May 


To leave them 


1. 
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of truth. Thoſe, who appeared animated with the 
his favor. He particularly declared himſelf the 
arts, baniſhed from court, found a refuge under his 


new Auguſtus, Lyttelton was his philoſopher and 


expreſſed the hopes of the nation, and their own, in 


replete with excellent leſſons of morality delivered 


Mien o 
1729 conſtitution. His heart was as open to the ſenti. 


ments of benevolence, as his mind to the impreſſion 
ſame ſentiments, merited his approbation, and ſhared 
patron of men of genius and of wit, Letters and 
roof; and poets, thus encouraged, proclaimed 1 


iriend [27]; Glover became his Virgil ; and Pope l 
would have been his Horace. Thomſon and Mallet 


the maſque of Alfred, compoled by his order, and 
acted in his houſe. The tragedy of Muſtapha, and 
that of Guſtavus Vaſa, were intended to intereſt the 
people in his favor; but were both prohibited by 
the licenſer, under the ſanction of the laſt act of par- 
lament. 

As none of the enemies of the miniſtry had con- 
tributed more than lord Bolingbroke to deſtroy their 


** — TC — 


% May it pleaſe the prince of Wales, I am greatly 
« affected with his excellent notions of liberty, and 
% am more pleaſed with the anſwer he has given us, 
ce than if he had granted our requeſt.” 

[27] He had already diſtinguiſhed himſelf as an 
imitator of Monteſquieu in his new Perſian letters, 
and had the principal ſhare with lord Cheſterficld in 
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the periodical paper called Common Senſe, a paper 
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popular ity, the prince of Wales became deſirous of a 1737 


raore particular connection with him. He profeſſed 
the greateſt regard for his lordſhip, and gave him 
room to hope, that he would one day fulfil his grind- 
father's intentions towards him [28 J. In return for 


theſe expreſſions of confidence and friendſhip, his 


lordſhip wrote, for the uſe of the preſumptive heir 
to the crown, his Idea of a Patriot King, an idea 
which, a ſucceeding reign was happily reſerved to 
realize. 

Lord Cheſterfield had long before enjoyed a con- 
ſiderable ſhare in the prince's eſteem and favor; and 
it is probable, that he was one of the perſons whom 
his royal highneſs had been deſired to give up. If I 
am not miſinformed, the earl's principal view in this 
connection was to promote his favorite ſcheme; 
though it might not, in every reſpect, have been 
equally well received, nor indeed equally adviſeable 
and convenient. He wiſhed to ſee the electorate 
and the kingdom ſeparated from each other, and al- 
lotted to different branches of the royal family; ane 


_— 
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[28] I am told that at lord Bolingbroke s firſt in- 
terview with the prince, his lordſhip, who was the 
firſt at the place of rendezvous, had taken up a book, 
in which he was reading when H. R. H. came up; 
upon which he haſtily roſe from his chair, and ſtep- 


ping forward, his foot ſlipped, and he was ready to 


fall do! wn ; when the prince ſupporting him ſaid, My 


lord, 1 hope this may be an omen of my ſucceeding 


to raiſe YOu. 
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1737 endeayoured to convince the ſucceſſor of the incom- 
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patibility of the two titles. Experience induced him 


to believe, that the prejudices of youth in favor of 


the native ſoil were unconquerable; and he con- 
ceived, that, whenever a war broke out, Hanover 
would be attacked, and Great-Britain become the 
(vache a lait) milch-cow, or money-giving province. 


He conſidered the want of a proviſion to obviate 


this inconvenience as a defect in the act of ſettle. 


ment; and declared, that ſuch a ſcheme would not 


only tend to the preſervation and advantage of both 
countries, but would confirm and ſecure the royal 
family upon this throne, by the gratitude and affec- 
tion of their people. He humorouſly added, that 


by that ſeparation the maxim divide et impera would 


be literally accompliſhed [29 J. Could it eicape his 


lordſhip's piercing eye, that time alone might poſ- 
ſibly effect a change, and naturally turn the ſcale on 


the other ſide? 


As the next parliamentary campaign was likely to 
be an active one, a place of meeting was appointed 


— uw—— 
— 


[29] See Caſe of the Hanover forces, and Vindi- 
cation, in ſeveral places. One of lord Cheſterfield's 
bon mots was current at the time. It was ſaid, that 
being one day in the houſe of peers before it was ſit- 
ting, he told ſome lords that he had found out an 
expedient for ever to get rid of the pretender, by 
humbly requeſting his majeſty to reſign Hanover to 


him, as then the Engliſh would never more chuſe 2 
king from that place, | : 
J 
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by the anti-miniſterial party, for muſtering their 1737 


forces, and ſettling their plan of operations. 

Bath was the ſpot fixed upon for that purpoſe; 
and a more convenient one could not have been 
choſen, This elegant town much reſembles the 
Bajæ of the luxurious Romans. Like that, it is diſ- 
tinguiſhed by its waters, its magnificence, and its 
pleaſures. It is there that, twice a year, health, di- 
verſions, politics, and play, attract what is called the 
beſt company. To this place the prince carried his 
princeſs ſoon after the birth of her firſt child. An 
event ſo intereſting to the nation afforded a favorable 
opportunity of aſſembling his friends, and conceal- 
ing buſineſs under the appearances of feſtivity and 
joy. The royal and much- beloved pair received the 
homage of the numerous concourſe of people of 
every rank, who flocked thither to make uſe of a 
liberty they were reſtrained from in the capital [30]. 
Sumptuous entertainments were given by the corpora- 
tion, under the direction of the famous Naſh. Lord 
Cheſterfield did the honors of the place, and his 
ſervants were employed to attend, 

Having had occaſion to mention the name of Naſh, 
a circumſtance occurs to me, which, I hope, I may 
be allowed to inſert here, as it furniſhes a freſh in- 
ſtance of lord Cheſterfield's judgment, and of the 


— 
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[30] The orders enjoining the perſons, who fre- 


quented the prince's court, to abſtain from appearing 


at St. James's, had been, at the beginning of 1738, 
more ſtrictly enforced. 
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1737 keenneſs of his wit. It is well known, that this vain, 
— 


. 


1738 


MEMOIRS OF 


though uſeful, ſuperintendant of public pleaſures firſt 


introduced order and elegance in places of entertain. 


ment; and, on account of the authority he was in— 
dulged to aſſume, was ſtiled the king of Bath. In 
conſideration of his ſervices, the corporation reſolved 
to give him a public and durable mark of their grati- 
tude and regard. A full-length picture of the 
mock monarch was made at their expence, and placed 


in the pump room, between the buſts of Newton and 
Pope. The want of judgment that directed, and the 


vanity that accepted ſuch a monument, were ſeverely 
laſhed in the following lines, written by the earl: 
Immortal Newton never ſpoke 
More truth than here you'll find ; 
Nor Pope himſelf &er penn'd a joke 
Severer on mankind, 


This picture, plac'd the buſts between, 
Gives ſatyre all its ſtrength 3 
Wiſdom and wit are little ſeen, 
While folly glares at length. 


More important ſubjects had for ſome time engaged 
the attention of the public. The nation had enjoyed 
peace above five-and-twenty years ; for it can ſcarce 
be ſaid, that peace was interrupted by the half-wars 
of 1718 and 1727. A ſtate of tranquillity fo deſire- 
able, eſpecially for a commercial people, had been 


the conſtant object of Walpole's adminiſtration. The 
improvement of manufactures, as well as the increaſe 


of trade and wealth, which mark this period, will in- 
cline poſterity to be more equitable than their pre- 
deceſſots, 
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LORD CHESTERFIELD. SECT.1V. 
deceſſors, in judging of a man, whoſe moſt unpar— 
donable fault was to have kept his rivals out of his 
place ſo long. They imputed to puſillanimity and 
ſelfiſhneſs his pacific diſpoſitions; they expoſed the 


partial and contracted views with which the nego- 


ciations abroad had been couducted; and they ex- 
claimed, that the large ſums raiſed for the ſake of pre- 
ventive and defenſive meaſures were not applied to 
the beſt uſes, the diſcharge of the national debts, and 
the preſervation of the national rights. 

The catholic king, or rather his queen, had for a 
Jong time ſhewed a diſregard for the nation which, of 
all others, it is the chief intereſt, and in general tlie 
inclination, of the Spaniards to keep well with {31 }. 
It cannot be denied, but that ſome provocations had 
been given by Engliſn traders as well as by thoſe of 
other nations. But the means employed by the 
Spaniſh miniſtry to procure redreſs were not ſuch as 
juſtice could authorize, or Britiſh honor overlook. 
Tealouly, relentment, and, perhaps, bigotry, ſeem to 
have had a great ſhare in ſeveral inſtances of violence 
and animoſity which were then exerciſed, For above 
twenty years, the Spaniſh guarda coſtas in America 
had been impowered to ſtop the Engliſh traders in the 
open ſeas, or at leaſt within fight of their coaſts, to 
ſearch and ſeize both cargoes and ſhips; to impriſon 
the crews, and often to treat them in a barbarous 
manner, Vain and ineffectual had been the repre- 
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[31] The Spaniſh proverb is well known, “ War 
* with all the world, but peace with England.” 
L 3 ſentations 
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1738 ſentations of our court; and ſuch will repreſentations 


ever be, when unſupported by thoſe means which a 
great maritime power can never want to defend its 
rights. The Spaniards, unreſtrained in their hoſtile 
pfoceedings, had, on many occaſions, added con- 
tumely to offence, Their depredations were become 
exceſſive, and their captures were valued at half a 
million. Encouraged by the ſupineneſs of the Britiſh 
miniſtry, and inſtigated by the attive induſtry of the 
French, they publicly laid claim to Georgia and part 
of Carolina, and interrupted not only the genera] 
commerce, bur alſo that particular branch ſtipulated 
by the treaty of Utrecht, and known by the name of 
the Afrento contract [32]. 

At laſt, the nation was rouſed by tizie repeated 
inſults. The clamors of the merchants were heard 
throughout the kingdom. The voice of humanity, 
in fevor of the ſallors, was too loud to be ſtifled. 
Applications to parliament were made from the me- 
tropolis and other trading cities; and neither peers 
nor commons could any longer refuſe their inter— 
poſition, In coniequence, the two houics preſented 
addrefles to the king, expreſſing the wifhes of the 
nation, and their own ſenſe of rhe juſtice of the com- 


Plaint. The anſwer was favorable. His majeſty was 
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32] By that contract it was ſtipulated, that the 
Engliſh ſhould be permitted to ſend annually a ſhip 


to the Spaniſh poſſeſſions in the South ſeas, with 


_ negrogs and other merchandize, during a term of 
thirty years. 


pleaſed 
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pleaſed to promiſe, that, either by negociation or by 1738 


arms, an adequate ſatisfaction ſhould be procured 
for the damages ſuſtained, and a ſecurity obtained 
for the freedom of navigation, 


And yet the miniſter, unable to reſolve for war, 1739 


hoped to prevent a rupture between the two crowns, 
by the parade of his armaments, and the addreſs of 
his negociators. He did not wiſh to meet parlia- 
ment, without having an honorable accommodation 
to produce, and found it the more difficult to bring 
the Spaniards to reaſonable terms, as they were ap- 
prized of the neceſſity he was under to accept of 


any [33]. At laſt, after many procraſtinations, 


which obliged the miniſter to prorogue and delay 


the meeting of parliament, he procured, in the begin- 
ning of 1739, a temporary treaty under the title of 
convention. The pompous manner in which this 
convention was announced, was rather a diſadvantage 
to it; for, upon examining the articles, they were 
found by no means anſwerable to the expectations of 
the people and the promiſes of the court. This was 
proved by the popular lords; and, in particular, by 
the earl of Cheſterfield, who ſpoke againſt this 
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[33] The procraſtinations of the Spaniſh court 
are acknowledged in Rouſſet's Recueil, &c. tom. XIII. 
p. 2. printed in 1740, and containing the principal 
pieces relative to this negotiation. It is there poſi- 
tively afferted, that the Britiſh miniſter was duped 
by thoſe of the oppoſite court, and his impatience 
was only equalled by their affected delays, 
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1739 warlike peace, as he called it, with great force of 


23 


argument, as well as eloquence and wit 34]. He 
probably was animated by the preſence of the prince 
of Wales, who aſſiſted at the debate, and thought 
proper, in an affair which ſo nearly affected the glory 
of the nation, to vote, for the firſt time, and to di- 
vide with the oppoſition. The arguments made uſe 
of on their ſide were ſo forcible, as to perſuade fe- 
veral of the peers, attached to the court, to diſſent 
from it on this occaſion. Lord Scarborough, Who 
never reliſted conviction, on whatever ſide he found 
it, thought himſelf obliged to join the oppoſers; and 
the miniſtry carried their point in favor of the con- 
vention by a much ſmaller majority than they had 
procured on any other queſtion | 35]. A proteſt 
couched in very ſtrong terms, and bearing the ſtamp 
of lord Cheſterfield's manner of writing, was entered 
and ſigned by about forty peers. 

The ferment occaſioned by the ill ſucceſs of the 
preceding debate rendered the minority ſtill more in- 


[34] This ſpeech of lord Cheſterfield's is one of 
thoſe which were choſen by Rouſſet to be inſerted in 


his Recueil, as containing the principal arguments ur- 


ged by the Engliſh in ſupport of their 3 
but the tranſlation IS by no means worthy of tbe 
original, 
1350 Upon the diviſion, there were of the mem- 
bers preſent 71 content and 58 not content, and of 
the proxies 24 content and 16 not content, The 
total majority was therefore only 21, 
3 nord crow - clined 
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LORD CHESTERFIELD. 8E r. Iv. 
clined to ſhew their diſapprobation of the court mea- 


ſures. It was on that account particularly, that the 


very moderate ſettlement of thirty-nine thouſand 
pounds ßer annum, for the king's younger children, 
propoſed to be charged upon the hereditary revenues 
of the crown, met with any oppoſition. Our earl, 
who made a ſhort, though ſevere, ſpeech on this oc- 
caſion, did not ſcruple to hint, that while certain 
branches of the royal family were provided for, at a 
time when the utmoſt cxconomy was fo neceſſary, 
other branches ſtill nearer the throne (vg. the off- 
ſpring of the ſucceſſor) remained not only unprovided 
but even ſtill unprayed for. 

A ſubſequent debate on a vote of credit to be 
granted to the king, gave our earl a freſh opportu- 
nity of diſplaying his wit at the expence of the mi- 
niſters. They ſeemed,” he ſaid, © ro have been 
« playing, for almoſt theſe twenty years, at a fort of 
« oame of hazard for peace or war; and at laſt, by 
* a lucky nick, out ſtarted a thing they call a con- 
« vention, Which is neither the one nor the other; 


but is to be made either the one or the other, they 


cannot yet tell which, if we will but grant them 
* ſome extraordinary and unuſual powers, for ena- 
* bling them to continue their game. What their 
future ſucceſs may be, I ſhall not pretend to di- 


vine; but J am ſure, I ſhall never be for giving un- 


limited credit to ſuch awkward gameſters.” 

Such as jt was, however, it ſoon appeared, that this 
convention was not thought binding by the court of 
Madrid, They failed in the payment of the ſum, 
which had been accepted by way of indemnification, 
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1739 and the meetings of the plenipotentiaries appointed 


; do ſettle the articles in diſpute were ineflectual, ; * 
From an error, which too often has prevailed upon p 
the continent, it was imagined, that the reluctance p 
which the miniſter had ſhewn to purſue vigorous EN 
meaſures, proceeded from his diffidence of being 3 
| fapported by the nation; and it was allo imagined, M bt 
| that his enemies would continue to obſtruct his 1 
operations, and that the ſame irreſolution, Which had = 
too long diſgraced the Britiſh cabinet, would equally 


take place at fea or in the field. War was at length . 
proclaimed on the 23d of October, with univerſal ap- - 
plauſe; and the nation rejoiced in an opportunity of 
undeceiving their enemies, and of recalling the glo- 
rious days of Elizabeth and Cromwell. 

£749 Theſe expectations ſeemed for a time to have re- 
| conciled the oppoſite parties; and if their former 
contentions had not been alluded to, in the king's 
fpeech, at the opening of the next ſeſſion, and in 
the addreſſes of the two houſes, it is not impro- 
bable, but that the miniſter, by complying, though 
late, with the wiſhes of the nation, might have rc- 
covered in a conſiderable degree their confidence and 
approbation, TI vis the earl of Cheſterfield openly 
avowed, He ſaid, that his majeſty's declaration of 
war had effectually healed up all the former divi- 
ſions; that he not only approved of the war, but of 
the declaration itſelf, as being expreſſed in the moſt 
proper, the moſt juſt, and the ſtrongeſt terms, that 
could be deviſed ; and, that if the meaſures now at laſt 
entered upon were purſued with equal vigour, an 
end, he hoped a final end would be put to all heats 
and 
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and animoſities. He therefore wiſhed that all men- 1740 
tion were dropped of paſt jealouſies, ſince it now ap- Is 
| ; peared that the diviſion had been not between one 
party and another, but between the whole nation and 

the miniſtry. But, though he was ſupported in theſe 
ſentiments by the earl of Scarborough, as well as by 

the dukes of Argyll and Bedford, he could not ſuc- 
ceed in his endeavours; and this diſappointment 
proved a fatal omen of what was to happen during 
the remainder of the ſeſſion. 

Lord Scarborough's conduct, in this as well as in 
all other debates, cannot but inſpire us with the moſt 
axalted ideas of his candor, delicacy, and moderation. 
Strongly attached by principle to government, and 
by inclination to the king, he ſupported the miniſtry 
a long time againſt the efforts of thoſe he was molt 
intimately connected with, and lived for many years 
upon the beſt terms both with Sir Robert Walpole 
and with lord Cheiterfield | 36]. Forced at laſt by 
conviction to deviate from his former courſe, and to 
expreſs his diſapprobation of the late public meaſures, 
he did it with a becoming frankneſs and generoſity, 
wiſhing earneſtly to reconcile both parties at this in- 
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[36] As Sir Robert's and lord Cheſterfield's houſes 
were ſituated oppolite to each other in St. James's 
fquare, lord Scarborough was often ſeen going di- 
rectly from the friend to the miniſter; and ſuch was 
the opinion entertained by both of his integrity, that 


he never met on this account with the leaſt controul 
or cenſure from either. 


tereſting 
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tereſting period, and to unite them againſt the con. 
mon enemies of their country. This attempt, how. 
ever, was ill received: heads of parties ſeldom aljoy 
a Jatitude of thinking; and in affairs of ſtate, ſtill 
more than in matters of religion, intolerance is by 
every ſide diſavowed, but too conſtantly practiſed 
by all. 
Unfortunately a nobleman, equally beloved by the 
nation and by his friends, could not long reſiſt the 
ſtruggle between his former engagements and his pre- 
ſent feelings. A turn to melancholy, which ſhewed 
itſelf in his countenance, joined to an ill ſtate of 
health [37], hurried him to an act of violence upon 
himſelf. The morning of the day on which be ac- 
compliſhed this reſolution, he paid a long viſit to 
lord Cheſterfield, and opened himſelf to him with 
great carneſtneſs on many ſubjects. As he appeared 
ſomewhat diſcompoſed, his friend preſſed him 11 vain 
to ftay and dine with him ; which he refuſed, but 
moſt tenderly embraced him at parting. Tt happened 
in the courſe of the converſation that ſomething was 


ipoken of which related to Sir William Templc's 


negociations; when the two friends not agreeing 
about the circumſtances, lord Cheſterfield, whole me- 
mory was at all times remarkably good, referred lord 
Scarborough to the page of Sir William's memoirs 
where the matter was mentioned. After his lord- 
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[27] He had two ſtrokes of apoplexy or pally, 
which, in the opinion of lord Cheſterfield, conſiderably 
affected both his body and mind. 

ſhip's 
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LORD CHESTERFIELD. SECT. Iv. 173 
ſhip's death [ 38], the book was found open at that 1749 
very page. Thus he ſeems, in his laſt moments, to 
have been till attentive to his friend, and deſirous 

that he ſhould know he was ſo. This fatal cata- 
ſtrophe was univerſally lamented, tenderly cenſured, 

and entirely excuſed by thoſe who conſidered the un- 
accountable effects of natural evils upon the human 
mind. But what muſt lord Cheſterfield's fituation 

have been upon his being informed of this unfortu- 

nate event? His excellent lady does not even now | 
without the greateſt emotion ſpeak of the manner in | 
which his lordſhip, on her return home at night, ac- 

quainted her with his Joſs of that amiable nobleman ; 

and he ever after lamented that he did not detain him 

at his houſe, ſaying he might perhaps have been 

ſaved, if he had not been left to himſclf that day [39]. 

His grief, however, did not prevent him from con- 

tinuing, with the ſame aſſiduity and vigour, to ſupport 

the meaſures of oppoſition. It appears rather that 

his zeal, no longer tempered by the ſteady example 
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[38] His body was found ſurrounded with ſeveral : 
books, which he had brought into the room, and — 
piled about him, with the piſtol in his mouth. 
[39] I have ſufficient authority to contradict the 
reports that were ſpread about the canle of this fatal 
reſolution. The friend who knew him belt, conſi- 
dered it merely as the effect of ſome diſtemper. 
Suicide never had an advocate in lord Cheſterfield; 
but he was temperate in his cenſures, and ready. to 


make allowances for it. 
and 
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1740 and mild influence of his friend, but on the contrary 


inflamed by his untimely end, exerted itſelf with 
greater energy on every occaſion. This appeared in 
the debates concerning a meſſage for an extraordi. 
nary ſupply, ſent to the houſe of commons in prefer. 
ence to that of peers. The queſtion does not ſeem 
to have been of ſufficient importance to have excited 
his lordſhip's warmth againſt the author of this meſ- 
ſage. But nothing from the miniſter could now 
pleaſe him, and he ſeemed to have adopted, in regard 
to Sir Robert, the ſentiment expreſſed in the follow- 
ing lines of an ancient poet, of which he ſent a com- 
ment in one of his letters to his fon 


Non amo te, Sabidi, nec poſſum dicere quare ; 
Hoc tantum poſſum dicere, non amo te 40]. 


Yet, notwithſtanding the dryneſs of the ſubject, our 
earl enlivened it with ſeveral ſtrokes of pleaſantty 
and humour [41]; and the compliment he paid to 
the young earl of Halifax, who made the motion, 
was equally juſt and delicate. 

He had a much fairer opportunity of diſplaying his 


eloquence and reſentment, when a bill againſt pen- 


ſioners, which had paſſed in the houſe of commons, 


__—_— 
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[40] See Letter CCXII. to his ſon. 


[41] There is ſomething very delicate, even in 


point of language, in the following ſentence : © We 


„ have not been injured; but we have been lighted, 


& which is worſe; becauſe a light proceeds always 


from contempt, whereas an injury proceeds often 
« from fear.” 
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vas brought before the lords, Who, as it was ex- 1740 


pected even by the oppoſite party | 42], rejected it. 
In expreſſing his deteſtation of corruption, he caſt 
ſeveral ſarcaſtical reflections againſt the man whom 
at all times he conſidered as the grand promoter of 
it. He invariably repreſented him on that account 
as ſtill more dangerous to the morals than the liber- 
ties of his country. 

Had the earl been capable of liſtening to miniſterial 
whiſpers, it was often in his power, particularly at 
this time, to have made whatever terms he pleaſed. 
I am well informed that the poſt of lord lieutenant of 


Ireland was from his early life the object of his am- 


bition; and that he might have been appointed to it 
during the preſent adminiſtration will appear from the 
anecdote I ſhall here refer to [43]. 

National 


8 — — 
„ — —_— — 


— — 


[42] © As to the penſion,” ſays the author of 
Tadtion detected, p. 59, 60. © it is a bill allowed in 
private by all parties to be impoſſible to take ef- 


*fe&t—ir is for the intereſt of the public it ſhould 


e never pals into a law, and was never deſired by any 
* man of ſenſe that it ſhould; and yet it is for the 
e intereſt of the public that it ſhould be frequently 
e propoſed in the houſe of commons.” 


[43] One morning, ſays the biſhop of Water- 


ford, that I was with him, his lordſhip was expreſſing 


how much he was concerned that I was fo long with- 
out having better preferment, he at once told me in 
his joking manner; Well, | have juſt thought of a 

3 Way, 
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National concerns did not however ſo entirely eq. 
groſs his thoughts, but he found leiſure for other pur. 
ſuits. Paternal ſollicitude warmed his heart as much 
as patriotic zeal. Having laid down to himſelf tj; 
plan of a rational education, he followed it through 
all its branches, and did not ſhew his talents in a more 
conſpicuous light, when he lupported the rights of a 
kingdom, than when he condeſcended to be the in- 
ſtructor of a child. Cheſtergeld writing by choice 
exerciſes for the uſe of his ſon, infinitely ſurpaſle; 
Dionyſius driven by neceſſity to teach grammar at 
Corinth. 

The brilliancy of his talents was equally evident in 
the facility and variety of his compoſitions. From 
the moſt intricate political reſearches, he could in an 
inſtant relax to the tone of polite converſation; and 
L have been told, that oftentimes in a mixt company, 
after having diſtinguiſhed himſelf by ſuperior wit 
and plealanty, he has taken up the pen and ſet down 
the heads of a new ſpeech. Several of his pieces 
of poetry would have done honor to thoſe diſtin— 
guiſhed writers he was ſo familiar with; though they 
were compoſed, as well as many of his moral and poli- 
tical eſſays, during the period of the oppoſition. 

This wonderful eaſe and extent of genius was jult- 
ly extolled by his cotemporaries. It was particularly 


CGG; 
* 


* 
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way, by which I am ſure you'll ſucceed with Sir 
Robert; go and tell him from me that I will accept 
of the lord lieutenancy of Ireland, I am ſure he will 
then procure you a good living from the crown. 


ſo 


LORD CHESTERFIELD. SECT. IV. 
ſo in an ode inſcribed to his lordſhip, which will be 
ſeen in the note 44]. fo 

As the war the nation was now engaged in had 
been foreſeen for a long time, it was'; univerſally 
hoped that it would be carried on with ſych vigor as 
to put a ſpeedy period to it. But either from an im- 
perfection in the plans, or from error in the execution, 
the event by no means anſwered the expectations, or 
at leaſt the wiſhes, of the ae Powerful fleets 
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[44], 150 anxious for the public beat 
' Suſpend, my lord, the noble ſtrife; 
Oh! think, while n claims:thy Wal, 
Thy fronds and Britain claim thy life. 


Thy generous, free, exalted mind, 
= Inſpir'd with freedom's ſacred Gone, 
= *Glows with ſuch warrath for human kind, 
1 The heat impairs thy manly frame. 


= == "Hs ppy the man whom reaſon draws 
BK - To ſettle in the golden mean; 
{Wha ſcorns fantaſtic fortune's laws, 
And laughs at flattry's gaudy train. 


Who eagle-like from virtue's height 
The lefl” ning pomp of courts ſurveys, 

Or like the bee, witli happy flight, 
Amidſt the ſweets of beauty plays. 


Thus have I, at the noontide hour, 
Inn ſenates ſeen thee great appear, 
Ere night reclin'd, beneath the bow'r 
Repeat thy vows in Myra's ear. 
So the great thunderer above 
4h he rebel tons of earth ſuppreſt) 


Pie on the ſilver plumes of love, 


＋ o find repoſe on Leda's breaſt. 
Vol. 1. M Wers 
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were fitted out, ſeveral millions ſpent, and ſome 
damage done to the enemy; but engagements with 
their armadas wers avoided, their flotas remained un. 
moleſted, their poſſeſſions were reſpected, and the 
loſſes of trade were very nearly equal on both ſides, 
It ſeemed, as lord Cheſterfield expreſſed it, that ſome 
malign planet hung over Britiſh counſels, and re. 
tarded or diſappointed every vigorous reſolution, 
The ſucceſs and miſcarriage of Vernon were equal 
proofs of the temerity and deficiency of our pro- 
jects; and Haddock's unaccountable ination in- 
duced the witty earl to ſay that the words flapranjs 
bello ought to be changed into /anguente bello. 

The fudden death of the head of the empire to- 
wards the end. of this year, greatly changed the ſtate 
of affairs in Europe and the ſyſtem of the court of 
London. It would be difficult to give a clearer ac. 
count of the immediate conſequences of this un. 
fortunate event, of the efforts that might and ought 
to have been exerted on this occaſion, and of the 
miſtakes and weak attempts of the adminiſtration, 
than the following words preſent to us [451] © The 
* emperor left nothing but the pragmatic fanction 
& for the ſecurity of his heirs, which proved of (0 
little ſignification, notwithſtanding the great names 
with which it was filled, that almoſt every one of 
5 the electors, like moſt other electors, thought it a 
„ proper opportunity of making the moſt of his 
vote, and all at the expence of the helpleſs and 
e abandoned houſe of Auftria.—But in the midſt of 


— 
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[45] Caſe of Hanover forces, p.21—24- 
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ce theſe royal dreams of dominion, havoc, ſpoil, and 


c plunder, the king of Pruſſia ſtarts firſt into action, 
« pleads a right, but takes poſſeſſion by force, and 
« ayows a reſolution to hold it by the ſame means.— 
« The deplorable fituation of the emperor's family 
te affected every Engliſh heart. The pretenſions of 
« the Pruſſian monarch were limited to certain dut- 
&« chies and lordſhips in Sileſia; and as the event 
« proved that he would have been ſatisfied with much 
« Jeſs than he claimed, it cannot be enough won- 
te dered at, that ways and means had not been uſed 
ce to bring him to terms by treaty and negociation.— 
« But inſtead of experiments to ſaften him, which 
« might gain ſo potent an ally to aſſiſt in the pre- 
&« ſervation of the houſe of Auſtria, and obtain an 
« increaſe of power to the proteſtant intereſt, the 
« ſpirit of war alone prevailed againſt him. So lit- 
« tle was any thought or deſire entertained of gain- 
e ing him in a friendly manner, and fo little was ap- 
« prehended from France at that time, that certain 
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« perſons, for a while, enjoyed a ſcheme for the 


partition of his. dominions, and a convention was 
actually formed for that purpoſe.” 

In this ſituation were public affairs, when a mo- 
tion was made in both houſes for addreſſing the king, 
to remove from his councils the miniſter to whom 
the national diſtreſſes and difficulties were imputed. 
Lord Cheſterfield was not one of the ſpeakers in the 
debate which aroſe on this violent motion; but he 
divided with the fifty- eight peers who were the mi- 
Et and joined with the thirty proteſters. 

M 2 His 


1741 


— — — 
n 


- Rr — AAR" 


* ©.4 
— EIS 


— — 


— „ — 
— — „ an > 2 2 — n 


rr 2 1 
— - 2 — ” - To " 
”—_— — 


Om PT PRO — — 

— —_— — I F 

* - * _ __ . - 
— — 


— 


a 5% — 


— 
— [Lang 


— 
- — —— a 

— — — — . 2. 
5 of 


—. . ᷣͤ ͤ ß . 


— 


— — 
— 


— . p , . OC EC Ern__w 
— — te x a : — — 


—"* 
eee toes 


Donorae—— 


1 
; 
j 


3 
ih 
1 


180 


2741 


2 


| EMS. £&...0;;3 

His health of late had been greatly impaired, and, 
in order to retrieve it, he was adviſed. to leave his 
native country for a time, and to ſeek in ſome foreign 
land a ſeaſonable relief. He accordingly croſſed the 
ſea ſoon after the diſtolution of parliament. He paſ- 
ſed through Liſle, and had the pleaſure of finding at 
Bruſſels bis friend Voltaire, with whom he ſpent a 
few days, and who read to him ſeveral paſſages of his 
new tragedy of Mahomet. Hence he directed his 
courſe to Spa, the waters of which had been recom. 
mended and proved very beneficial to him. He Raid 
about ſix weeks in that general rendezvous of the 
beſt and worſt company of Europe, where the buſy 
and the idle reſort alike for diſſipation. As he waz 
himſelf eminently qualified to be a citizen of the 
world, he was couited and agreeably entertained by 
perſons of different nations, diſtinguiſhed by their 
rank and their merit. Among theſe was a Pruſſian 
envoy at one of the German courts. With him lord 
Cheſterfield often converſed about his ſovereign, who 
then began to excite univerſal admiration, The cat, 
who She to ſee that prince the friend rather than 
che enemy of Great Britain, expreſſed in lively terms 
his opinion of him, and called him Phomme de Pruſe 
(the man of Pruſſia). This was reported to the 
king, to whom lord Cheſterſield's character was not 
8 and who perhaps thought him I homme 
a ” Angleterre (the man of England). To be praiſed 
by ſuch a judge was highly pleaſing to the monarch, 
and he ſent him a preſſing invitation to come over 
and ſee him at Berlin. If the earl had not been cn- 
gaged in the miniſtry in 1745, he intended to have 
under. 
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LORD CHESTERFIELD. SECT. IV, 
undertaken that journey ; and it is to be regretted 
that a meeting, Which might have been beneficial to 
the intereſts of mankind, could not take place. The 
king ever after ſpoke with great regard of lord 
Cheſterfield, and often ſaid he thought him the beſt 


friend he had in England. The carl on his fide 


ſeemed rather an enthuſiaſt in his praiſes, not only in 


public converſation, but in his private letters to bis 


ſon, to whom he certainly always diſcloſed his moſt 
ſecret thoughts #46]. 


Of all the cities in the world, Paris ſeemed to be 


that which lord Cheſterfield would have choſen for 
his reſidence, if he had not been born an Engliſhman, 
and ſtrongly attached to the conſtitution of his own 
country. He could not but diſlike the form of go- 
vernment and political principles of the French, 
though in other reſpects he found their character 
the molt congenial with his own, His former con- 
nections in their capital, together with thoſe which 


——_—_— 
_y _ — 


[46] In a letter to his fon (CCLIX), he compares 
I that prince's court to that of Auguſtus, and adds, 
6 that in his capital © he would fee, full as well, as 
E “Horace did at Rome, how ſtates are defended by 
3 6 arms, adorned by manners, and improved by laws.” 
W In return, this darling fon was received with great 


civility by the Pruſſian monarch; and I am told, that, 


upon the repreſentation of ſome of his courticrs con- 
8 cerning the diſadvanteges of his birth, he anſwered 
W ith warmth; Were he lord Cheſterfield's dog, I would 
haye him treated in the moſt diſtinguiſned manner. 
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1741 lord Bolingbroke procured him, muſt have rendered 
— 


that place peculiarly ſuited to his taſte. Preſſed 
however as he was for time, and hurried on by the 
11] ſtate of his health, he could not ſtay there above x 
fortnight in going, nor much longer at his return. 
During theſe ſhort intervals, he was a moſt accept. 
able gueſt in the beſt ſocieties, and a partaker of 
their pleaſures. The hotels of Coigny, Matignon, 
Noailles, were open to him, as well as the houſes of 
Mad*® de Tencin [ 47], de Monconſeil, Martel, ladies 
equally diſtinguiſhed by their rank, their merit, and 
their wit. He frequently ſaw ſome of the principal 
literati of that country, ſuch as Sallier, Crebillon, 
Fontenelle, but chiefly his old friend Monteſquieu. 
He often remembered, when ſome years afterwards he 
was deprived of the ſenſe of hearing, what that ce- 
lebrated man, whoſe ſight was much decayed, told 
him, ze ſais tire aveugle (I know how to be blind); 
and endeavoured, though not with the ſame ſuccels, 
to be able to ſay, je ſais etre ſourd (I know how to 
be deaf). 

As his lordſhip's health had been judged to require 
the aſſiſtance of a warmer climate, he uſed what ex- 
pedition he could to reach the South of France. In 
his way he viſited Lyons, Avignon, Aix, Niſmes, 
Marſeilles, and Montpelier. It is with pleaſure that 
we trace him, during the courſe of this journey, 
writing regularly to his ſon, then only ten years old, 


— 
| — 1 *, - _ * 


[47] Siſter to the cardinal of that name, and her- 
ſelf the great protectreſs of men of letters and wit. 
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and giving him accounts of the moſt curious par- 
ticulars relative to the towns he paſſed through, partly 
extracted from other travellers, and partly from his 
own maſterly obſervations. He added to theſe ſome 
compendious geographical lectures, and began a 
ſketch of Engliſh hiſtory, which it were to be wiſhed 
he had afterwards thought proper to reviſe and 
complete. 

Public affairs recalled lord Cheſterfield to England 
ſooner than he might have deſired, and prevented 
him from enjoying, during the enſuing winter, the 
pure air and mild temperature of ſome of the fineſt 
provinces of Europe. The great events that had 


taken place in the fummer, required the preſence of 


all thoſe who wiſhed well to their country and were 
able to contribute to its welfare. 

The houſe 6f Bourbon, which, for about a century 
paſt, had invariably purſued the project of lowering 
the houſe of Auſtria, now ſeized the opportunity of 
completing its deſtruction. The electors of Saxony 


and Bavaria, and, ſoon after, the king of Spain, 


formed pretenſions to the emperor's ſucceſſion. The 


king of the Two Sicilies joined his power to theirs, 


Exaſperated by the negle& with which his demands 
had been treated, and by the vain ſchemes of his 
rivals, the king of Pruſſia had acquired, by conqueſt, 
a greater extent of territory than his claims originally 
amounted to 1n Sileſia, and was encouraged by the 
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French, who, notwithſtanding their known ſpirit of 


gallantry, made war againſt the moſt accompliſhed, as 
well as the moſt beautiful, princeſs in Europe. Moſt 
of the other German and Italian princes had been the 
M 4 | late 
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— late emperor's ſecret friends; and thoſe who were 


beſt inclined, ſnewed themſelves but cold friends to 
bis daughter. By the influence of her ambitiouz 
neighbours, who commanded the votes of four elec. 
tors, and terrified or ſilenced the reſt, the imperial 
dignity was wreſted from the houſe of Auſtria, after 
having been conſiderably above four hundred ycars 
in that ancient and now almoſt extinet family. The 
elector of Bavaria, whoſe power as a prince could give 
no umbrage to France, was choſen emperor, and the 
queen of Hungary deprived of her poſſeſſions. Bo. 
hemia was already overpowered, the city of Prague 
taken, Upper Auſtria over-run, and Vienna menaced 
with a ſiege. A corps of French troops, poſted on 
the confiries of Hanover, threatened an invaſion. 
The king of Great-Britain, who could not be re- 
ſtrained from his annual viſit to the capital of his 
electoral dominions, was obliged to ſign a neutrality 
for one year. It was more than ſuſpected, that this 
nentrality extended its influence to the operations in 
the Mediterranean, and that admiral Haddock had 
orders to permit, at leaſt to overlook, the ſailing of 
2 Spaniſh ſquadron to the Weſt- Indies, and the con- 


vcyance by ſea of a Spaniſh army into Italy. Hungary, 


which received the fugitive queen with a zeal becom- 
ing a nation ſo faithful, though ſo often ill treated, 
was in danger of being attacked by the Turks. 


Ruſſia was prevented by a Swediſh war and by 


inteſtine ' commotions from aſſiſting her natural 


ally. The Dutch trembled for their barrier; and 


it was apprehended that a regard to his ſecurity 


* 


/ 


might 
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might force even the king of Sardinia into the con- 
IRR 

Thus was the balance of Europe unaccountably 
diſturbed, and to all appearance completely deſtroyed ; 


a balance, which had coſt the nation ſo many lives to 
maintain, and involved it in a debt of thirty millions 
in the times of queen Anne; and which, during 'the 
reign of her ſucceſſor, was thought of ſo much im- 


portance as to furniſh a pretence for a multiplicity of 


tedious negotiations and oppoſite alliances. A ſtrik- 


ing inſtance this, among many others, of the inſuf- 
ficiency of treaties to confine the ambition of princes, 
and to ſecure their faith. 

Thoſe who were ſincerely concerned for the liber- 


ties of their country and of mankind, found no cir- 
* cumſtance more alarming in this revolution, than the 


fatal aſcendency gradually acquired, and now openly 
aſſumed, by the French over the Weſtern world. 
The natural ſtrength of their empire. was much in- 
creaſed by the opinion which they had univerſally in- 


ſpired of their irreſiſtible power. The fear of en- 


1 | gaging the French king to take part openly with the 
bother branches of the houſe of Bourbon in the preſent 
conteſt, as well as the intimations that were given of 
his intentions to take this part, if any conſiderable 
blow were ſtruck in the Weſt- Indies or elſew here, 
intimidated the miniſtry, and produced an irreſo- 
lution in the Britiſh councils, and inactivity in the 
Britiſh arms. The nations which had, at firſt, be- 
held with wonder the Ocean covered with Engliſh 
ſhips, and, from the little reſiſtance met with at 
Porto Bello, conceived, that the Spaniſh dominion 

in 
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accuſtomed to the ſight of impotent efforts and harm. 
leſs expeditions, turned their admiration into con- 
tempt, and their former readineſs to ſhew their at. 
tachment to fo reſpectactle an ally into denials and 
diſtruſt, France, being conſidered as the only power 
worthy to be regarded, and as the ſole miſtreſs of the 
balance of Europe, made uſe of her influence to 


diſtribute kingdoms by caprice, and exalt emperors upon 


ber own terms | 49 }. 

The diſcontents raiſed in Great-Britain, not only 
by a ſeries of miſcarriages and loſſes, but by the 
clamorous repreſentations of diſappointment and re- 
venge, did not fail to have conſiderable influence in 
the elections for the new parliament. The opinion 
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[48] The opinion entertained of the Engliſh at the 
firſt breaking-out of the war, is in a moſt lively man- 
ner expreſſed in the ſubjoined extract of a letter, dated 
Bordeaux, March 6, 1740. Que dites- vous des 
« Anglois? Voyez comme ils couvrent toutes les 
% mers. C'eſt une grande baleine; et totum ſub pec- 
fore polſidet æquor. La reine d'Eſpagne a appris i 
toute l'Europe un grand ſecret, c'eſt que les Indes 
« qu'on croyoit attachèes a l' Eſpagne par cent mille 
4 chaines ne tiennent qu'a un fil.” This came from 
a Frenchman, but that Frenchman was Monteſquieu. 


See his letter to the marquis Nicolini, printed 1767, 


P+ 29. 
[49] See lord Bathurſt's ſpeech in the debate 
December 4, 1741. 
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LORD CHESTERFIELD. 


SECT. IV. 
of che public was fixed at leaſt as to one object, and 
the efforts of the miniſter could no longer ſtem the 
torrent. There are times when corruption defeats 


itſelf, when promiſes and threats become equally in- 
effectual, and when gold itſelf is found to loſe its 
weight. 

The ſeſſion began on the firſt of December; and 


on the fourth his majeſty's ſpeech vas delivered. 


was drawn up with great art; and, according to an- 
nual cuſtom, re- echoed by complimentary addreſſes 
from both houſes. This, however, did not paſs with- 
out ſome ſhew of oppoſition in the houſe of peers. 
Lord Cheſterfield, who, in his travels through other 
countries, never loft ſight of his own; and, while in 
purſuit of health and amuſement, did not neglect col- 
ecting materials, and preparing himſelf for buſineſs ; 
thought it proper to ſhew, that his complaiſance and 
partiality to the French did not extend to their poli- 


tics. 


Recovered to his former ſtate of health, and 


animated by the ſtrong motives of national intereſt 
and national honor, he thundered out what may be 
called his firſt Philippic againſt the miniſtry. He 
begins with a plain, yet ſtrong, repreſentation of the 
diſtreſsful ſcene of Europe, and recommends to the 
lords a general addreſs to the throne after the manner 
of their anceſtors, ſuitable to the dignity of thoſe 
from whom it comes, and to the occaſion upon which 


it 1s made. 


From the allowed difficulties and dans 


It 


1741 


gers attending the preſent ſituation, he argues that 
what was loft could not be regained but by meaſures 
different from thoſe which had been purſued, and by 


the aſliſtance of other counſellors than thoſe who had 


ſunk 


— ——— — — w — EOS SPS — — 


N E M OT RS OF 
ſunk the nation into contempt, and expoſed it to the 


ravages of all their neighbours. Nothing, in his 
opinion, could raiſe more confidence in foreivy 
powers ſtill attached to them, or more intimidate 
thoſe whoſe deſigns it was their intereſt to defeat, 


than an open teſtimony of their reſolution, neither : any 


longer to approve that conduct by which the liberty 
of the half of Europe had been endangered, nor to 
lavith pratſes on the men, who, in twenty years, never 
tranſacted any thing for the benefit of their country. 
He then enters into an artful: enumeration of pait 
meaſures, expoſes their in ſignificancy,” and ſeverely 
arraigns thoſe of cowardice, if not of ſomething worle, 
who, notwithftanding all admonitions, conſtantly pur- 
fued them. Why the queen of Hungary, notwith- 
ſtanding all the motives of Juſtice and compaſſion 
that pleaded in her favour, was ſuffered to be over- 
powered by the natural enemies of this nation, the 

rivals-of their trade, and the perſecutors of their reli- 
gion, the whole world, he ſays, has long aſked to no 
purpoſe. - Inſtead of paying ſubſidies for troops, 
never to be employed, and enriching foreign princes 
with the plunder of a nation, which they cannot in- 


jure and do not defend, he laments that the king of 


Pruſſia's triendſhip was not obtained at any rate, Ind 
mentions with indignation the late Hanover neutrali: ly. 
Leſs ſanguine, however, for a land war, the expences 
of which, he owns, were certain, and the events 
hazardous, he lays the ſtreſs of his argument on the 
naval armaments. - Having deſcribed the ſuperiority 
of Engliſh fleets, ſea-ↄffcers, and {atlors, and avowed 
the aſſertions, however pompous they might appear, 

that 
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that the Britons are placed the centinels at the. bar- 1741 


riers of nature, and arbiters of the intercourſe; of 
mankind; he obſer ves, that this dominion on the 
Ocean was aſſerted in former times, in oppoſition to 
powers far more able to conteſt it than thoſe whom 
his country had ſo long ſubmiſſively courted, and 
were now evidently afraid of. He laſtly exhorts them 
not to deſpair ; but, expecting their ſafety only from 
a change of counſels and of meaſures, not to praiſe 
before examining „becauſe 1 inquiry comes too late af - 
ter approbation. This diſcourſe was juſtly applauded 
by the ſpeakers on the other ſide, as well as on his 
own; but it did not prevent the ulual compliment 
from being paid to the crown, or rather to the mi- 
niſtry. 

The oppoſition had no better ſucceſs in the follow- 
ing debate, and, indeed, vigorous reſolutions could 
hardly prevail i in a houſe where miniſters of a pacific 
turn bore ſo conſiderable a proportion. - A majority 
of no more than twelve prevented a cenſure from 
being paſſed on the neglect ſhewn by the miniſtry, 
in permitting fourteen out of the nineteen officers, 
belonging to the eſtabliſhment at. Minorca, to be ab- 
ſent at a time when that important iſland was threat- 
ened with an invaſion. Lord Cheſterfield was very 
active in the examination of the witneſſes, the diſ- 
cuſſion of the points in debate, and the proteſt that 
enſued upon the negative put to the motion. As he 
anſwered the lord chancellor on this occaſion, he was 


obliged. to. unite: preciſion with clearneſs, and to pre- 


fer argument to declamation. He allowed, however, 
lome icope to his imagination in appealing to the 
A. bench 


— — 
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1742 bench of biſhops, whether the intereſts of religion, 2 


— 


well as reaſons of policy, ought not to have pro- 
duced ſome attempts towards making the Minox. 
quins good proteſtants and affectionate ſubjeR, 
There was likewiſe fomething ſtriking in theſe re. 
markable, I had almoit ſaid prophetic, words: «| 
„ think, I am in duty obliged to forewarn your lord- 
e ſhips, that, if ever this iſland ſhould be loſt by any 
future neglect, the whole nation will impute the 
<« loſs to your having put a negative at this time upon 


&« ſuch a motion. . . .; for, after the loſs is incur- 


e red, no puniſhment you can inflict upon the perſons 
« guilty will be an atonement for your former indif- 
4e ference, which will be conſidered as the original 
te cauſe of that loſs.” 

The diſpoſitions of the new houſe of commons 
were much ſooner diſcovered than thoſe of the houſe 
of peers. The prime miniſter could no longer com- 
mand a majority. So high were the popular pre- 
judices againſt him, that his dependents found it ex- 
pedient to abandon him, in order to preſerve their in- 
tereſt at his expence [50]. Parties, indeed, ſeemed 
ſo equally balanced, that no buſineſs of importance 
could go on; and the trial of ſome of the contro- 
verted elections ſhewed where the preponderancy lay. 
To [ppt his credit, the miniſter endeavoured in 


_ 


— 


[59] This is affirmed in a much ſtronger manner 


in the well-known pamphlet aſcribed to lord Gran- 
ville, and entitled, Examination of the Principles, 
&. of the Two Brothers, &c, p. 4. 
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yain to divide the oppoſition; they divided, indeed, 1742 
but not till after his fall. The offers made to the 


prince of Wales were peremptorily refuſed, as com- 
ing from the man whom he accuſed of being the au- 
thor of the grievances at home, and of the miſcar- 
riages abroad. Thus, no longer able to continue at 
the helm, and in danger of meeting with greater ſe- 
verity if he perſiſted in his reſiſtance, he reſigned all 
his places. The king, prepared for this neceſſary 
facrifice, accepted of his reſignation ; but thought 
proper to ſhew his regret of loſing him, by beſtow- 
ing upon him the moſt ſatisfactory marks of per- 
fonal regard and protection | 51]. In order to-vacate 
his ſeat in the lower houſe, he was raiſed to the up- 
per, by being made a peer. The new earl of Or- 


— ET 88 


— 


[51] What lord Cheſterfield's ſentiments were on 
this occaſion appears from the following extract of 
one of his lordſhip's letters: * Your friend, but 
* not our friend, is ſet out to-day for his country- 
* ſeat—torn from the king by the majority of par- 
« liament, and at the ſame time loaded with freſh 
* marks of his favor, ſuch as the title of earl, a con- 


ſiderable penſion, places for his friends and de- 


4 pendents.— His retreat does not look as if it would 
* be a very quiet one.“ Our earl was heated 


when he wrote this. He afterwards did more juſtice 


to the great qualities of his antagoniſt. It ſhews 
however that his oppoſition was founded on prin- 
eiple. He certainly was in earneft in the part he 
took in the debates about the indemnification-bill. 

ford's 


I 7 T0 MEM07t ASQ: 


1742 ford's good-humour, and good-nature, and experi. 1 been th 
enced benevolence, ſecured him the aflection of his . mons, | 
relations, friends, and numerous attendants. Time in ſome 

did juſtice to his character [52]; a veil was drawn the peo 
over his errors, and even his political competitors expoſed 
ſeem univerſally to have allowed him abilities, and az | tribune 

leaſt comparative merit [53 ]. | ; he who 
The fall of the miniſter was not attended with that ; mult ſc 

total change of men and meaſures which the ma- He tho. 
Jority of the country party had expected. By this might 
revolution, Mr. Pulteney, who had for a long time and his 

5 iz F 2 : unſucce 

no bai : what he 

[52] © Sixteen unfortunate and inglorious years . aden fi 


e Hace his removal have already written his elogium.” 
This was indiſputably true in 1738. See Catalogue 
of Roy il and Noble Authors, vol. II. p. 132. 


f 
5 
[53] This was moſt ingeniouſly done in the appli- 4 2 
cation made of Tully's famous compariſon between Wt” 
5 1 ; to me 
Caſar and Anthony with his aſſociate, at the head of e his pe 
the above-mentioned pamphlet. An vos eſtis ulla 1 241 
< re cum co comparandi ? Fuit in illo ingenium, WE... 
"4 5 33 . 1 1 > 111 f | 
ratio, memoria, liter, cura, cogitatio, diligentia. 0 ſuſpic 
Multos annos regnare meditatus, magno labore e ſolem 
quod cogitarat, effecerat z muneribus, monumentis, in 3 
* congiariis, multitudinem imperitam delenierat, ſuos e any 1 
e premus, adverſarios clementiæ ſpecie devinxerat- Wt. which 
* quid multa; attulerat jam liberæ civitati, partim 0 ways 
e metu, partim patientia, conſuetudinem ſerviendi. appoi 
Cum illo ego vos dominandi cupidine comparare 6 
go ve pid * * quenc 
* poſſum, ceteris vero rebus nullo modo eſtis com- to: | 


ct parandi.“ Cicero P hilippic. 


F wards 
Vol. 


been 
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mons, found himſelf in a ſituation that rendered him, 
in ſome meaſure, the arbiter between the crown and 
the people : but this place was too exalted, too much 
expoſed, to be ſecure. The triumph of a popular 
tribune ſeldom continues for any length of time z and 
| he who can do what he will, unleſs he attempts all, 
muſt ſoon give way to thoſe who are more daring. 
He thought, that, by declining to take the rudder, he 


and his influence at court, But his moderation was 
unſucceſsful. Perſonally diſliked by the ſovereign for 
what he might have done, and by a great part of the 
nation for what he did not do, he irrecoverably[ 54] loſt 
the 


» — . Ah » * 4 = 
n 


[54] The following information I received from 


N the biſhop of Waterford: Lord Cheſterfield ſpoke 
4 to me of him as of one who had not been true to 
: « his party, He ſaid, that the laſt time that he was 
at a large meeting of the moſt conſiderable mem- 
© © bers of the oppoſition, to clear himſelf of the 
* ſuſpicions he lay under, he declared to them in a 
© © ſolemn manner, that he was for the broad bottom 
*in the largeſt ſenſe, and that he would never take 
any ſtep without acquainting them of it: upon 
which it was obſerved, that, as they could not al- 
ways meet together, a particular perſon ſhould be 
: © appointed to take his information; and in conſe- 
& © quence the duke of Argyll was named and agreed 
to; but Mr. Pulteney never went to him after- 
7 '* wards.” Very different accounts of this remark- 
r N able 


-- 


poen the leader of the oppoſition in the houſe of com- 


might have preſerved his authority with the public, 


193 
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1742 the party he deſerted, and obtained from the other 


— — 


ME NOS 0 


a title without power { 55*]. 

The vacancies occaſioned by the removal of the 
old miniſter, and of a few of his moſt immediate de- 
pendents, were ſoon filled by thoſe whigs who, from 
a diſlike of the perſon, diſapprobation of the meaſures, 
or, eagerneſs after the places, had before joined the 
diſcontented of other denominations, The new ad- 
miniſtration admitted but few either of the tories, or 
of the violent republicans; and thus contracting their 
political ground, they left the diſtinction of the broad 
bottoms to the ſucceeding oppoſition. Theſe gloried 
in that comprehenſive name, but rejected with ſcorn 


that of faction with which they were branded, 
The moſt conſiderable acquiſition made by the 


court was that of lord Carteret; and, at the preſent 


juncture, none could be of greater importance. His 
great knowledge of the affairs of Europe, enterpri- 
ſing genius, and high. principles of government, very 
pliable to the deſires of a maſter, railed him to the 
place of prime miniſter ; a place, at this criſis, as lit- 
tle to be envied as it was difficult to be filled. The 
king, whole language he ſpoke, and whoſe views he 
ennobled, at the ſame time that he indulged him in 
his favorite prejudices, ſoon gave him as great a ſhare 


rn —_ 
— -b¼ —— 


- 
_— — 


— — 


able conference are given by the author of Faction 
detected, &c. p. 45. and the author of the anſwer, 
entitled, 4 Defence of the people, &c. p. 8 3. But the 
latter ſcems more conſiſtent, and agrees beſt wich 
lord Cheſterfield's accouut. 


[55*]} Earl of Bath. 


of 
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of his perſonal affection as he ever could beſtow. 1742 


The drooping ſpirits of the nation began to revive. 
A Richelieu was expected to take place of a Mazarin ; 
and the people rejoiced at the exchange of an over- 
cautious guide for one, who, animated with the an- 
cient ſpirit of chivalry, ſeemed to have been ſent 
from heaven to ſatisfy their moſt ardent thirſt of 
glory. 

Lord Cheſterfield might have expected to have 
had ſome ſhare in the new adminiſtration, having 
been ſo inſtrumental in bringing about the late revo- 


lution. But whether through jealouſy in the chiefs, 


diſlike in the monarch, or unwillingneſs in the earl 
to accept of engagements, unleſs he knew and ap- 
proved of the terms [ 55], he was left out of the liſt ; 


and 


_— 


[55] Thus he wrote to his favorite chaplain imme- 
diately on the revolution. The public has aſſigned 
me different employments, and among others that 
«* which you mention (the lord lieutenancy of Ire- 
« land) : but I have been offered none; I have aſked 
for none; and I will accept of none, till] fee a lit- 
* tle clearer into matters than I do at preſent. I 
have oppoſed meaſures, not men; and the change of 
* two or three men only is not a ſufficient pledge to 
* me that meaſures will be changed, nay rather an 
indication that they will not; and I am ſure no em- 
* ployment whatſoever ſhall prevail with me to ſup- 
port meaſures I have ſo juſtly oppoſed. A good 
* conſcience is in my mind a better thing than the beſt 

w_ N 2 e employ- 


— 


196 "WM R M Oi AS OF 
1742 and this neglect may appear a ſufficient excuſe for 
his refuſing, ſome years after, to be concerned in the 
miniſtry with thoſe who, at this time, ſhewed them- 
ſelves ſo indifferent, if not averſe, for admitting him 

into their aſſociation, 
Sotne thinking perſons there were, who, ſeeing the 
name of Cheſterfield omitted in the liſt of the mi- 
niſtry, and that of Argyll ſoon ſtruck out of it by 
himſelf, began, even at this early period, to find fault 
with the choice, and miſtruſt the abilities of the new 
Pilots, Of the many ſatyrical pieces publiſhed at 
that time, I ſhall only tranſcribe part of an ode, 
which ſeemed ſtronger marked, and was better re- 
ceived, 


7 V » _—_— 


6 employmienit, and I will not have the latter, till 


e can keep it with the former: when that can be, I 


e ſhall not decline a public life, though in truth more 
« inclined to a private one.” What may appear 
dark in this letter, which was dated March 6, 1742, 
will ſoon be cleared-up from his lordſhip's conſtant op- 
polition to burthenſome continental meaſures, which 
he looked upon as the compound effects of felt- 
intereſt and intoxication. In the pamphlet which | 
have already quoted fo often, as containing our catl's 
political creed, I find theſe words: * The parlia- 
* ment met under the greateſt concern and aſtoniſh- 
* ment at the Hanover neutrality, at the Spaniards 
© reigning triumphant over the Mediterranean, at the 
e inactivity of our fleet there; with the moſt ſenſi- 
ble concern for the deplorable ſituation to which 
the houſe of Auſtria was reduced, and with the 
ce moſt 
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LORD CHESTERFIELD. s ECT. Iv. 
ceived, than moſt other poetical productions of the 


ſame date [56]. | 
Thus 


„ es. At 
—— 


—— 


« moſt ſincere diſpoſition to a& vigorouſly and ef- 
« fectually in her behalf. But nobody was ſanguine, 
“ ſhould ſay defperate, enough to imagine that this 
ce mighty enterpriſe could be accompliſhed by the 
« ſtrength or at the expence of England ALONE,” 
Caſe of the Hanover forces, p. 43. 

[56] It is entitled, An Ode to a great Number of 
Great Men lately made, and contains among others 
the following ſtanzas: 


See a new progeny deſcends 

From heaven of Britain's trueſt friends, 
O Muſe attend my call! 

To one of theſe direct my flight; 

Or, to be ſure that we are right, 
Direct it to them all. 


But firſt to C fain you'd ſing, 
Indeed he's neareſt to the king, 
Yet careleſs how you uſe him : 
Give him, I beg, no labour'd lays, 
He will but promiſe if you praiſe, 
And laugh if you abuſe him. 


Then (but there's a vaſt ſpace betwixt) 

The new-made e— of B— comes next, 
Stiff in his popular pride : 

His ſtep, his gait, deſcribe the man, 

They paint him better than I can, 
Waddling from fide to fide. 


Each hour a different face he wears, 
Now in a fury, now in tears, 


| Now 


—— . — — . 
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Thus deprived of the aſſiſtance of ſome of the 
moſt conſiderable of the party whom he had been 
connected with, and was now obliged to oppoſe, lord 
Cheſterfield found, in a ſucceſſion of young ſpirited 


K 


— 


* — Ing — — * : * * 9 — 
2 


- 4 „ 


Now laughing, n now in „ 
Now he'll command, and now obey, 
Bellows for liberty to-day,” 


ah roars for 1 nen 


At noon the Tories had bim 8 
With ſtauncheſt Whigs he ſupp'd at night, 
Each party thought 1 have won him: 
But he himſelf did ſo divide, 
Shuffled and cut from fide to fide, 
That now both parties ſhun him, 


See yon old dull important lord, f 
Who at the long'd- for money board 
Sits firſt, but does not lead: 
His younger brethren all things make, 
So that the treafury's like a ſnake, 
Whoſe tail impels the head. 


The valiant C—, valorous 8—, 
Britain's two thunderbolts of war, 
Still ſtrike my raviſh'd eye; 
But oh! their ſtrength and pirir s flown, 
They, like their conqu? ring ſwords, are grown 
. by hing * 


—— . P 


More changes, better times, this iſle 
Demands, oh ! Chefterfield, Argyll, 
Ta bleeding Britain bring * em; 
Unite all hearts, appeaſe each form, 
'Tis yours ſuch actions to perform, 
My pride ſhall be to fing em. 
„ e ang peers, 
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peers, A ſeaſonable ſupply of auxiliary forces, Theſe 1742 
were, the duke of Bedford, the earls of Halifax and 


Sandwich, lords Talbot and Lonſdale, together with 
a few ſupporters of the late miniſter, who now joined 
the new oppoſition. 

The earl's eloquence was particularly animated in 
the famous debate on a bill paſſed in the hauſe of 
commons, the object of which was to encourage wit- 
neſſes to give in their evidence againſt the late mi- 
niſter, by the promile of indemnity to themſclves for 
the ſhare they might have had in the corrupt tranſ- 
actions he was ſuſpected of. Lord Carteret, for- 


merly the accuſer of Sir Robert, now ſtood forth the 


advocate of the earl of Orford. Never did the acute- 
neſs, comprehenſiveneſs, and preciſion, of that elo- 
quent ſpeaker ſhine more eminently than on this oc- 
caſion. He was complimented both by thoſe who 
ſupported the ſame fide with himſelf, and by thoſe 
who oppoſed it. There was ſomething particularly 
intereſting and elegant in the manner in which lord 
Cheſterfield began his anſwer, or rather his ſecond 


Philippic. * I have ſo long,” he faid, © honoured . 
* the abilities, and ſo often concurred with the opi- 
nion of the noble lord who began the debate, that 


I cannot, without unuſual concern, riſe up now to 


&* ſpeak in oppoſition to him; nor could any other 
* motive ſupport me under the apparent difadvan- 


tage of a conteſt ſo unequal, but the coniciouſneſs 
* of upright intentions, and the concurrence of che 
* whole nation.” This exordium did not prevent 
him from exerting all his pawers in the ſupport of 


the bill, which he repreſented as ſuggeſted by ne- 


N 4 ceſſity, 


| 
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— 


nee 


even preſent times, free from the imputations of in. 
Juſtice and cruelty, He then entered into a particulat 
diſcuſſion of the nature of oral evidence, and endez. 
voured to remove tne ſuſpicions about witneſſes being 
induced by ſuch an encouragement to give a falſe 
teſtimony, without being liable to detection. 
particularly vehement at the end of his ſpeech. A; 
it had been aſſerted, that no real charge could be al. 
ledged to juſtify an unuſual mode of ſeverity, * We 
% are upbraided,“ he ſaid, with our own declara- 
« tions, that the perſon mentioned in this bill would 
quickly find accuſers, when he ſhould be diveſted 
of his authority. Behold him now, ſay his adyo- 
o cates, reduced from his envied eminence, and 
& placed on a level with his fellow- ſubjects ! behold 


him no longer the diſtributer of employments, or 


<« the diſburſer of the public treaſures ; ſee him di- 
« veſted of all ſecurity, but that of innocence, and 
yet no accuſations are produced. This, my lords, 
« is a topic ſo fruitful of panegyric, and fo happily 
, adapted to the imagination of a perſon long uſed 
“to celebrate the wiſdom and integrity of mini- 


« ſters [ 57], that, were not the preſent queſtion of too 


great importance to admit falſe conceſſions, I ſhould 


_— ———— 


ͤ—ũ——— 
— —__—_—_— — 


— — — — — —— 


[55] He meant lord Hervey, who, in poking 
againſt this bill, and on many other occaſions, had 
defended the late miniſter, He continued fo to do, 
after he had loſt, under the prefent adminiſtration, his 
place of lord Privy ſeal, 


« ſuffer 
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« is no time for criminal indulgence, and therefore 
« ] ſhall annihilate this ſhort-hved triumph, by ob- 
« ſerving, that to be out of place is not neceſſarily to 
« be out of power. A miniſter may retain his in- 
ce fluence, who has reſigned his employments ; he 
« may {till retain the favor of his prince, and poſſeſs 
& him with a falſe opinion that he can only ſecure his 
e authority by protecting him; or, what there is an 
&« equal reaſon to ſuſpect, his ſucceſſor may be afraid 
4 of concurring in a law, which may hereafter be re- 
« yived againſt himſelf.” An objection had been 


raiſed againſt the bill by fome of his noble antago- 


niſts, which was founded on the regard due to their 
dignity, and the cautiouſneſs they ought to act with 
in charging thoſe with crimes who had a ſeat among 
them. This objection he turned into an argument 


to incite the lords to be watchful againſt the leaſt 


ſuſpicion that might fall upon them, to eject pollu- 
tion from their walls, and preſerve their power by 
keeping their reputation pure and untainted. The 
bill was rejected, not ſo much perhaps becauſe ſuch 
an exertion of power could only be juſtified by the 
ſupreme law of neceſſity, as on account of the ob- 
vious conſequences that might have attended a too 
full diſcovery. The country party in the houſe of 


commons highly reſented the negative put by the 


lords upon their bill, and as vainly attempted to paſs 
a vote of cenſure on this indiſputable prerogative. 
Another bill, which had been paſſed in the ſame 
houſe, met with no better fate in that of peers. Un- 
der pretence of ſecuring trade and navigation in time 
| of 
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following expreſſions : © Were all men, like the noble 


HEM O.1'R-8.70-F 
of war, it implied a ſevere reproof of the preceding 
adminiſtration, and laid a reſtraint upon the preſent 
board of admiralty. The earl of Winchelſea, wh, 
preſided at that board, expoſed the defects of that 
bill in ſuch a diſtinct manner, as to oblige his anta. 
goniſts to admit that it could not be paſſed without 
ſuch alterations as would have made it quite a ney 
one. It may be doubted whether lord Cheſterfield, 
who wiſhed the bill not to be rejected without ſome 
attempts to amend 1t, was altogether ſincere in the 


&« lord whom I am now attempting to anſwer, vigi- 
cc lant to diſcover, ſagacious to diſtinguiſh, and in- 
* duſtrious to proſecute the intereſt of the public, ] 
* ſhould be far from propoſing that they ſhould be 
« conſtrained by rule, or required to follow any 
guide but their own reaſon.” Some irony was per. 
haps likewiſe mixed with great good-humor and truth 
in the introduction to the reply. As the known 
& ſincerity of that noble lord allows no reaſon for 
ſuſpecting that he would beſtow any praiſe where 
& he did not believe there was ſome deſert, and as his 
« penetration and acuteneſs ſecure him from being 
e deceived by falſe appearances of merit; I cannot but 
e applaud myſelf for having obtained his eſteem, which 
IT hope will not be forfeited by my future conduct.“ 
The parliamentary buſineſs had been, during this 
ſeſſion, ſo extenſive and ſo important, that lord Cheſter- 
field was detained in town longer than was conſiſtent 
with. his deſire of taking another journey to Spa. For 
though the waters of that place had greatly relieved 
him of his diſorders, which were vertigos, languors, 
55 and 
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and other nervous ſymptoms, he was far from being 
entirely cured, and found ſuch a return of his com- 
plaints during the winter, as made him conclude that 
his ſhattered tenement, as he expreſſed it, would ad- 


mit of but half repairs, and muſt have them annually. 


« In ſhort,” ſays he in a letter to his phyſician Dr. 
Cheyne, after all the attention and obſervation I am 
« capable of, I can hardly ſay what does me good 
« and what not, My conſtitution conforms itſelf fo 
« much to the humor of the times, that it changes 
« almoſt daily its friends for its enemies, and its ene- 


« mies for its friends.“ Being dilappointed of crof- 
ſing the ſea, he took his refuge at Bath, where the 


waters never failed to give him a temporary relief. 

As lord Cheſterfield was not leſs zealous for the 
ſervice of his friends than for that of his country, and 
was univerſally conſidered as the beſt judge as well 
as patron of men of letters, he had frequent oppor- 
tunities of being uſeful to them; one of which had 
offered during the courſe of the laſt winter. The re- 
lict of the great duke of Marlborough, being deſirous 
of ſubmitting to poſterity her political conduct, as 
well as her lord's, applied to our earl for a proper 
perſon to receive her informations, and put the me- 
moirs of her life into a proper dreſs, Mr. Hooke, 
the celebrated writer of an excellent Roman hiſtory, 
was recommended by him for that purpoſe. He ac- 
cordingly waited upon the dutcheſs, while ſhe was till 
in bed oppreſſed by the infirmities of age. But 


knowing who he was, ſhe immediately got herſelf 


litted up, and continued ſpeaking during fix hours. 


She delivered to him, without any notes, her account 


6 


in 
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1742 in the moſt lively as well as the moſt connected man. 
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ner. As ſhe was not tired herſelf, ſne would have 
continued longer the buſineſs of this firſt ſitting, had 
ſhe not perceived that Mr. Hooke was quite ex. 
hauſted, and wanted refreſhment as well as reſt, 89 
eager was ſhe for the completion of the work, that 
ſhe inſiſted upon Mr, Hooke's not leaving her houſe 


till he had finiſhed it. This was done in a ſhort 


time; and her grace was ſo well pleaſed with the 


performance, that ſhe complimented the author with 


a preſent of 50007. a ſum which far exceeded bis ex- 
pectations. As ſoon as he was free, and permitted 
to quit the houſe of his benefactreſs, he haſtened to 
the earl, to thank him for his favor, and communi- 
cated to him his good fortune. The perturbation of 
mind he was under, occaſioned by the ſtrong ſenſe of 
his obligation, plainly appeared in his ſtammering 
out his acknowledgements; and he, who had ſuc- 
ceeded ſo well as the interpreter of her grace's ſenti- 
ments, could ſcarcely utter his own. 

As the majority of the nation were greatly pre- 
judiced in favor of the new miniſters, they found no 
difficulty in obtaining from the two houſes whatever 
they demanded ; and they profeſſed to have no other 
views. but to proſecute the war with vigor, in order to 


procure a ſpeedy and honorable termination of it. 
A conſiderable ſupply in money was voted to the 


heroine, who ſo bravely defended her hereditary 
rights. Sixteen thouſand men of the Britiſh army 


were ſent over to her aſſiſtance in Germany; and the 


Dutch were induced, though with difficulty, to make 
a third and conſiderable augmentation in their forces. 
A neu- 
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negociation, and of the king of the two Sicilies by 
menaces. The elector of Saxony was detached from 
the grand alliance. The king of Sardinia was ena- 
bled to make a vigorous and ſucceſsful ſtand againſt 
the united forces of France and Spain in Italy; and 
a conſiderable intereſt was created in the empire in 
favour of the family who had fo long given it a 
head. 

The ſucceſſes of the campaign equalled at firſt the 
promiſes and wiſhes of thoſe who had planned it. 
Never perhaps, from one year to another, was there a 
revolution more rapid and more complete, The 
queen of Hungary, no longer over-awed by the acti- 
vity of her near and ambitious neighbour, treated her 
other enemies as ſhe had been treated by them. She 
not only cleared her Auſtrian territories of the new 
emperor's troops, but retaliated upon him in the ſe- 
vereſt manner his threatened ſiege of her capital, by 
driving him out of his own. Bavaria, for the time, 
made her amends for the loſs of Sileſia ; Bohemia 
was recovered ; and whilſt one French army was be- 
fieged in Prague, the other, which, in expectation of 
coming to its relief, had been obliged ro quit the 
neighbourhood of Hanover, was forced to ſtruggle 
againſt ſword and famine, and never could penetrate 
through the paſſes of Bohemia. Of ſeventy-five 
thouſand men, led into Germany under the conduct 
of the experienced generals Belleifle and Brogho, 
ſcarce twenty thouſand returned to their native coun- 


try. The Spaniſh forces, not being joined by the 
Neapolitan troops, ſhared a ſimilar fate; and the in- 
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A neutrality was obtained of the king of Pruſſia by 1742 
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1742 fant of Spain, who with a corps of Frenchmen at- 


— 


tempted a paſſage through the Alps, was equally un- 
ſucceſsful. Even the operations at ſea, though le 
brilliant, were calculated to retrieve the honor of the 
Britiſh flag; and the blocking-up of the French and 
Spaniſh fleets in the port of Toulon, ſeemed to ſecure 
to Britain the empire of the ſea. 

In moſt wars, opportunities are offered to either of 
the contending parties to obtain a good peace, which 
all wife nations muſt prefer to the moſt glorious vic. 
tories. France, baffled in her deſigns for want of an 
earlier and better directed exertion of her power, ſaw 
the deciſive inſtant fled, and found herſelf reduced 
to the neceſſity of offering moderate terms to the 
queen of Hungary. But, in proportion to her ad- 
vances, the queen and her allies raiſed both their ex- 
pectations and their demands. Lord Stair, in whom 
the gallant ſpiri: of the Edwards and the Henrys 
ſeemed to revive, formed the moſt ſanguine projects, 
and offered to his enterprizing nation the flattering 


proſpect of an expedition to Paris. The Britiſh king, 


inflamed with that thirſt of glory which. inſpired his 
youth, when he fought by the fide of the great duke 
of Marlborough, and learned to conquer under him, 
had long wiſhed himſelf, like king William, at the 
head of a confederate army; and, in order to form 
it, ſixteen thouſand Hanoverians were taken into 


Britiſh pay. 
This meaſure, as expenſive to England as it was. 
beneficial ro Hanover, was ſtrictly canvaſſed in the 
next ſeſſion of parliament. Lord Cheſterfield declared 
his ſentiments immediately on the opening of the 

ſeſſion. 
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| fon. When the addreſs of thanks, implying com- 


pliments to the miniſtry, was propoſed, he openly 


* .yowed his reluctance to applaud, before the circum- 
* {ances of the new meaſure were diſcloſed, and their 
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conſequences juſtified by the event. His object, in- 


deed, was that of a good citizen, as well as of a wiſe 
ſtateſman. It was the ſaving of Engliſh treaſure 
and Engliſh blood. He by no means could approve 
the waſting of both in viſionary ſchemes and im- 


practicable attempts. He thought the purpoſes of 
the war, at leaſt upon the continent, could now be at- 


tained, if, by waſteful, unfaithful, unprofitable con- 
federacies, their common and too powerful enemies 
were not provoked, without any chance of being 
thoroughly ſubdued. When, in the beginning of the 
next year, the expediency of taking ſo many additional 
forces into pay was conſidered | 58}, he diſcloſed in 
the ſtrongeſt manner his political principles, and per- 
haps his reſentment. As it fell to his lot to anſwer 


1743 


his old friend and new antagoniſt the earl of Bath, 


he ſpared no pains to ſhew himſelf not inferior to ſo 


diſtinguiſhed a ſpeaker, It were to be wiſhed, that 
in the courſe of this debate, as well as of that which 
came on the next year upon the ſame ſubject, his 
lordſhip had not uſed, in ſpeaking of his ſovereign, 


ſome expreſſions which the heat of oppoſition could 


. 
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[58] The motion, to exonerate the nation of the 


charge and burden of the mercenaries, was introduced 
by lord Cheſterfield's kinſman, earl Stanhope, fon ta 


the great miniſter of the ſame name, | 
ſcarce 
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The reaſons on which his oppoſition 
was founded, were contained in the proteſt entered 
on this occaſion. The name of lord Cheſterfield 
was at the head of the four-and-twenty peers who 
ſigned it; and, in order to leave no doubt of the 
ſhare he had in it, he introduced it in a manner which 
proved at leaſt that he was in earneſt, © To ſhey, 
* my lords, that I do not oppoſe the miniſtry for the 
« ſake of obſtructing the public counſels, or of irri- 
<* tating thoſe whom I deſpair to defeat, and that I am 
not afraid of truſting my conduct to the impartial 
* examination of poſterity, I ſhall beg leave to enter, 
« with my proteſt, the reaſons which have influenced 
« me in this day's (Feb. 1, 1743) deliberation, that 


<< they may be conſidered when this queſtion ſhall 


no longer be a point of intereſt, and our preſent 
c jealouſies and animoſities are forgotten.“ 

Miniſters engaged in a war, and eſpecially in a 
continental one, are neceſſarily obliged to procure 
continual ſupplies; and in the impoſition of new 
taxes, a thing in itſelf always unpopular, and only 
juſtified by ſucceſsful expeditions, are conſtantly op- 
poſed by their enemies, whoſe intereſt it is to obſtruct 
their meaſures, and to eclipſe their glory. An in- 
ſtance of this appeared with regard to the money 
raiſed by the new bill for retailing ſpirituous liquors. 
The pernicious effects of theſe liquors upon the com- 
mon people had been very obvious in the increaſe of 
mortality in this great metropolis. Phyſicians as well 
as divines had joined in their endeavours to check 
ſo great an evil. Their remonſtrances had been at- 
tended to; and in concurrence with their advice an 
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LORD CHESTERFIELD. SECT. IV. 209 
act had been paſſed in the ninth year of this reign 1743 
(1736), which prohibited any perſon from {ſelling 
ſpiricuous liquors, in ſmaller quantities than two gal- 
lons, without a licence. Fifty pounds were to be 
paid for this privilege of adminiſtering draughts of 
poiſon to fellow-ſubjects; and few people perhaps 
would have purchaſed it at that rate, But the act, 
* from the difficulty of its being executed, had failed of 
its effect. It had been found impoſlible to detect all 
te petty dealers by whom it was infringed. Informa- 
tions had been diſcouraged, and informers rendered 
infamous; and as ſpirituous liquors, and in partt- 
cular that which is called gin, continued to be fold in 
S ſmall obſcure ſhops, almoſt in every ſtreet, few peo- 
ple thought it worth their while to take out theſe ex- 
penſive licences. Thus was the law defeated, the 

quantity of diſtilled ſpirits every year increaſed, and 

drunkenneſs, with its fatal conſequences, rendered 
more prevalent by the very efforts made to check it, 

The number of gallons conſumed in one year ap- 

peared to amount to ſeven millions. A new bill was 

therefore propoſed, and paſſed in the houſe of com- 
mons, by which a ſmall duty of one penny per gallon 
was laid-on at the ſtill-head, and the price of the 
licences reduced to twenty ſhillings. It was eaſily 
foreſeen that, by this act, a conſiderable ſum would 
be raiſed; but it was not equally clear that the con- 
ſumption of theſe deſtructive liquors would be leſ- 
ſened, and the progreſs of vice in any degree ſtop- 
ped. On the contrary, lord Hervey, and other op- 
polers of the bill, repreſented it as an indulgence 
granted to thoſe who would pay the tax, a legal 

Vol. I. 5 eſtabliſh- 
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income by the deſtruction of the people. In a caſe 
which ſo nearly affected the intereſts of lociety and 
religion, the eccleſiaſtical lords, and in particular the 
biſhop of Oxford (Dr. Secker), expreſſed themſelve; 
with a zeal becoming their order. They attacked 
the bill by arguments, Lord Cheſterfield expoſed it 
to ridicule by admirable ſtrokes of irony and wit. His 


| ſpeeches were exquilite pieces of humor and ſeverity, 


He ſtiled the money that was immediately raiſed on 
this bill, the drinking-fund; and the law which au- 
thorized the levying of the duty, the effett of that 
practice, of which it was intended to be likewiſe the 
cauſe, It is reported that, on ſeeing the reverend 
bench voting on the ſame fide with himſelf, he ſaid 
he doubted whether he had not got on the wrong 
fide of the queſtion, not having had the honor of 
being in the company of ſo many lawn- Reeves for 
ſeveral years. 

His lordſhip had leſs ſcope to diſplay his vein cf 
pleaſantry in the debate for quieting of corporations. 
It is ſufficiently known that many of the ancient 
charters granted to particular boroughs were charged 
with clauſes, which the alteration of times and cir- 
cumſtances have rendered abiurd and impracticable. 
Such clauſes, therefore, gradually fink into diſule; 
example ſupplies the place of rule, and a ſeries of pre: 
cedents, in this as well as in many other inftances, 18 
conſidered as the beſt interpreter of obſolete laws. 
But yer, ſforae inconveniencies have frequently ariſen 
from this preſcriptive deviation, The negleck of 


| fome of the forms or conditions. preſcribed by ſuci 
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charters, in the election of officers, though often over- 
looked, had more than ance afforded a pretence to 
miniſters, to lay aſide the nomination of obnoxious 
perſons, and even to threaten communities with the 
forfeiture of their charters. This had been the caſe 
with regard to the mayor of Melcombregis, in the 
county of Dorſet, The charter confined the election 
of that ſuperior magiſtrate to the rank of ſimple bur- 
geſſes, and, as it made the mayor alderman for fe 
after he had paſſed through his office, it ſeemed to 
exclude him from ever becoming mayor again. By 
this proviſion, the number of aldermen in a ſmall 
town muſt ſoon become equal to the number of in- 
habitants, and, in order to maintain the annual elec- 
tions, the condition had been neglected for one hun- 
dred and twenty-five years. This neglect was taken 
notice of on the following occaſion. In the late 
election of members of parliament, the mayor was 
thought to have been too much influenced by a party 
nomination, and he was ſoon after threatened with, 
and proſecuted by, a quo warranto. The cauſe, being 
determined againſt him at the court of king's bench, 
was brought by appeal before the houſe of lords, 
where the ſentence was confirmed upon the unani- 
mous advice of the judges. Yet as, in the courſe of 
the proceedings, the ablurdity of the clauſe, and the 
authority of an uſage ſanctified by a practice of above 
a century, were {ſtrongly urged by the oppoſition, 
and indeed allowed by the majority, a motion was 
made for a new law, to ſecure for the future the 
election of officers in corporate towns, when made ac- 
cording to ancient cuſtom, though not agreeably to 

O 2 the 
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1743 the expreſs letter of the charters. A bill was accorg. WE fchert 

— ingly drawn up and preſented, but was found in many ; the fe 
reſpects improper and inſufficient. Lord Cholmon. WE ccon 
deley expoſed the danger of aſſenting to an indiſcri. ; troop 
minate violation of charters. Lord Hardwicke al. marſi 
lowed that the bill was in itſelf fundamentally right; 5 ble f. 
but inſiſted that, in its preſent form, it would pro- ſelf | 
duce more and greater evils than thoſe it was intended WWF pied 


to remedy. He ſhewed that if the preſcription were the J 


limited to a very ſhort time, the moſt dangerous con- him; 
ſequences would follow ; and, if it were fixed at a very tions 
long term, little or no effect could be expected from | defer 
it. But why too long or too ſhort ? anſwered lord WF an o 
Cheſterfield : is there then no medium, and could not ßpeſcte 
ſuch a medium be hit on? Yet, notwithſtanding his WF at la 
lordſhip's efforts, it ſeemed to be at laſt allowed on 4 of C 
all ſides, that although the evil complained of was WF divic 
real, yet it was perhaps one of thoſe it became the (IF want 
legiſlative power to wink at, or not attempt to cure G attac 
radically, till the abuſe ſhould prove conſiderable was 
enough to require it. 4 oper 
As ſoon as the ſeſſion was over, the monarch ſet out 4 the e 
for the continent. An equal number of Britiſh aud | poſt: 
electoral troops, joined to a ſmall body of Auſtrians, WF defil 
defended the banks of the Mayne againſt a ſuperior i whic 
army of the French. A conſiderable reinforcement Wn Epe 
of Heſſian and Hanoverian auxiliaries was advanced diſp 
at a ſmall diſtance ; but their nearer approach was thou 
ſtopped by the enemy, and the junction could not be fede 
effected without a battle. Lord Stair, who com- of t 
manded the confederate, otherwiſe called the prag. | Cay 
malic army, ſoon met with a ſtrong oppoſition to hs dan, 


ſchemes, 
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ſchemes, both from the miniſters at home, and from 
the foreign generals. The firſt ſeemed inclined to an 
ceconomical half wars; the laſt wiſhed to preſerve their 
troops. This unhappy conflict had prevented the 
marſhal from endeavouring to change an unfavora- 


ble ſituation, and from attempting to extricate him- 


ſelf by a deciſive ſtroke, His camp, which occu- 


pied the ſtring of a bow, was greatly outflanked by 


the French, who were maſters of the country around 


him, and- in a great meaſure cut off his communica- 
tions. He found himſelf engaged in an ill- managed 


defenſive. campaign, when his genius led him on to 
an offenſive one. The king was impatiently ex- 
pected, to put an end to theſe irreſolutions. He came 
at laſt towards the middle of June, with the duke 


of Cumberland, and put himſelf at the head of a 
divided, diſcontented, and diſheartened- army. In 


want of all neceſſaries, and under the impoſſibility of 
attacking the enemy but with great diſadvantage, he 


was forced, eight days after his arrival, to begin his 
operations by a retreat. This had been foreſeen by 
the enemy. Marſhal Noailles, their commander, had 
' poſted his army in ſuch a manner, as to render the 
 defiles, and in particular that of Dettingen, through 


which the Britiſh troops with the king were to pals, 
expoled to attacks on all ſides. By this judicious 


B diſpoſition, and the fire of a numerous artillery, he 


thought himſelf certain either, of reducing the con- 
federates to a ſituation not very different from that 
of the Romans ſurrounded by the Samnites in the 


Caudine forks, or of cutting them off, without any 
danger to himſelf. | He is even ſaid to have enter- 
O-3 tained 
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1743 tained the hopes of making the king his priſcher, 


— — 


But all his meafures were diſconcerted, and the for- 
tune of the day reveried, by the raſh impetuoſity of 
one of his general officers, who, inſtead of obeying 
his orders, and patiently waiting for his enemies, 
croſſed a rivuler, and engaged himſelf in the marſhy 
defile he was poſted to defend. This obliged the 
French general to march to his ſupport, and to aban- 
don the advantage of his ſtrong poſts, as well as of 
his batteries on the other ſide of the Mayne. A ge- 


neral action was thus breught on, in which the gal- 


lantry of the troops, fighting under the eye of their 
king, animated by his words, and ſpurred on by his 
example, ſoon ſnatched the victory from the hands 
of their rivals, and forced thoſe to fly from whom 
before they were retreating. The conſequences of 
this action were not fo conſiderable as they might 
have been, if the enemy had been immediately and 
cloſely purſued, their retreat over the Rhine cut off, 
or a powerful diverſion made towards French Flan- 
ders. Inſtead of this, the field' of battle was left to 
the enemy, who, not caring to venture upon an- 
other trial after the junction of the. Heſſians, retired 
leiſurely to their own country, Lord Stair, finding 
his projects ſlighted, himſelf diſregarded, and foreign 
counſels and concerns preferred to national intereſt, 
thought proper to reſign, and, as he expreſſed It, to 


return to the plough [59] The duke of Marlbo- 


Fo rough, 
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rough, with ſeveral other officers, followed the ex- 
ample of the general, and, on their return, commu— 
nicated their diſguſt to their countrymen. 

The members of the new cabinet were not much 
more fortunate in their political than in their military 
operations. he emperor, decried by thoſe to whom 
he owed his vain title and his real ruin, withed to 
break a connection ſo fatal to his houſe, and to ef. 


fect, almoſt on any terms, a reconciliation with the 


queen of Hungary. As ſhe had at that time little 
dependence but on the ſupport of Great-Pritain, how- 
ever ſhe might have been influenced by female pride 
and juſt reſentment, the Engliſh miniſtry could, and 
perhaps ought, to have obhged her to accept the ad- 


yantageous offers that were made her. Unbappily 


both the counſellors near the king, and thoſe in Lon- 
don, were far from being of this opinion. The ad- 
vances of an humble enemy were haughtily rejected; 
thoſe of the French were not better received; and the 


two factions that divided the cabinet threw on each 


other the blame of the ill ſucceſs of the Hanau nego- 
tiations [60], The new treaties of Dreſden and of 


Worms 


_ 7 3 


— 
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which was printed in Germany, It deſeryes to be 
preſerved on many accounts. | 

[60] © The pacific miniſters were the men who 
* oppolted this pacific meaſure, in which both the 
* king, himſelf, and Granville, would have willingly 
* conſented if it had not been rejected by them, to 
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1743 Worms were not concluded with greater unanimity. 
Though they procured to the queen of Hungary the 


aſſiſtance of the Poliſh and Sardinian monarchs, they 
drained the Britiſh treaſury, and proved detriment] 
to the common cauſe. The one renewed the jea. 
louſies of the king of Pruſſia; the other alienated the 
Genoeſe, and rendered the Neapolitan neutrality in: 
effectual. Even the twenty thouſand men, who were 
with great difficulty obtained from the Dutch, and 
marched more as ſpectators than as auxiliaries, fur- 
niſhed a pretence to the French king for attacking 
their barrier. Fluſhed with ſucceſs, he invaded their 
country, and by a ſeries of victories and conqueſts 
brought that flouriſhing commonwealth to the brink 
of ruin; thus verifying lord Cheſterfield's prophecy, 
that, if Holland ſhould ever be induced or obliged to 
become a joint-adventurer in the fame project, her 
ſufferings would be ſo much the greater, as ſhe was 
more expoſed to the ſtrength and fury of the ene- 


my [ 61], 


— — 1 
2 . 


* 


* whom it was ſeat over for their approbation. You 
will hardly think it poſſible for the two brothers 
to have been the authors of continuing the war, 
© which might have been happily and honorably 


** ended at that time—much leſs that they ſhould 


be able, at the ſame time, not only to conceal this 
« fact, but to charge it on their rival with ſucceſs— 
*“ This was followed by the ſtrongeſt oppoſition tv 
*© the treaty of Worms,” Examination of the prin- 
ciples, &c. of the two brothers, p. 8, 9. 

619 Apology for a latę reſignation, p. 5. 


Nothing 


LORD CHESTERFIELD. SECT.HV. 
Nothing but lord Cheſterfield's indignation and 
zeal far 5, e of his country could juſtify the 
ſeverity of his ſpeech on the next meeting of parlia- 
ment, Though he declared he did not intend to deny 
any of the panegyric to his majeſty, or even to his 
miniſters; yet, by an artful diſtinction between the 
words behaviour and conduct, he more than hinted, 
that, while he did not diſpute the bravery of the 
monarch on the day of action, he thought himſelf at 
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liberty to refuſe his approbation to the management of 


the campaign. 

He expreſſed himſelf with till greater freedom in 
the debates about continuing the Hanoverian troops 
in Britiſh pay after the expiration of the term for 
which they had been hired. No doubt, the heat of 
party carried him much too far, when he painted their 


conduct with regard to the Engliſh in the blackeſt 


colours. In the ſubſequent campaigns they effec- 


| tually cleared their character; they gained the eſteem, 


and have ever ſince preſerved the friendſhip, of their 
fellow-ſubjefts. The whole ſtrength of both parties 
was diſplayed on this occaſion ; and the queſtion, under 
different forms, was fully debated by the moſt accom- 


pliſhed orators of the time. In the houſe of com- 
mons ſtood, on one fide, Sir William Young, 


Mr. Horace Walpole [62], Mr. Fox, and lord 


F : 5 - 


[62] He inveighed in a particular manner againſt 
the pamphlet called the Caſe of the Hanover forces, 
from whence he ſaid the ſpeakers on the other fide, 
and in particular Mr. Pitt, derived their principal 
arguments, 


Percival; 
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1744 Percival [63]; and on the other, Mr. Nugent, Mr. G. 
IR Grenville, lord Quarendon, and Mr, Pitt. In the 
houſe of peers, the miniſterial party was chiefly ſup. 
ported by the dukes of Newcaſtle and Argyll, the 
marquis of Tweedale, the earls of Cholmondcley 

and Bath, and by the lords Bathurſt, Carteret, and 
Hardwicke ; while the chief oppoſers were the dukes 

of Bedford and Marlborough, the earls of Sandwich 

and Halifax, the lords Hervey, Lonſdale, Gower, aud 
Talbot. But none of them made a more conſpic uous 
figure than our earl, who did equal justice to his 
cauſe, and to thoſe from whom he diffented. The 

Earl of Morton [ 04 ] was diſtinguiſhed in a particular 
manner by him. He called him the moſt formida- 

ble as well as moſt candid of his antagoniſts; one 


Nr En ee Ct ee 


OO 


[63] Soon afterwards earl of Egmont. 

| 64] Lord Morton, in his ſpeech, made a hand- 
ſome encomium of the late miniſter. He commended 
his character as a friend, his abilities as a ſtateſman, 
He regretted his loſs, and exclaimed againſt thoſe 
who had deprived his country of ſuch a ſupport. As 
the miniſters complained of the ſcurrility and abuſe 
with which their conduct and perſons were aſperſed in 
weekly libels, he feverely arraigned them for having 
introduced and encouraged that licentiouſneſs of pub- 
lic prints, and condemned them to ſuffer unpiticd 
that pain which they had inflicted upon their prede- 
ceſſors, and by their example teach their ſucceffors, 
that every act of wickednels at laſt is practiſed againſt 
its inventor. 
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LORD CHESTERFIELD. SECT, Iv. 
who diſdained the hareful arts of ſophiſtry, and who 
forced reverence, eſteem, and love, even from thoſe 
whom their conſcienee obliged to ovpole him. Not- 
withſtanding the liberties he took with the royal cha- 
tacter, he paid ſome compliments to the perſobal vir- 


tues of the king, and lamented that his honeſt heart 


was too ealify mifled by artifice and miſrepreſentation. 
But while the parhament was engaged in theſe uſe- 
leſs and atrirhonious debates, the French court, 


highly exafperated that ther overtures of peace had 
bren rejecked, was aiming, by a ſudden effort, to ter- 


minate the war. While patriots were contending, 
and ſtateſmen lulled in ſecurity, an invaſion of the 
iland was preparing, the more alarming as it was 
unexpected. Cardinal de Tencin, the petulant ſuc- 


ceſſor of the more moderate Fleury, who owed his 
dignity to the pretender, was reſolved to maze at leaſt 
the appearance of an effort in his favor. With this 


view his eldeſt ſon was ſent for from Italy, and pre- 
parations made to convey the young adventurer into 
England, with a conſiderable body of troops, in hopes 
of dividing the nation, and of diſturbing, if not ſub- 
verting, the government. Several ſhips of war and 
tranſports had been aſſembled at Breſt and Rocheiort, 
with as much ſecreſy as expedition; fifteen chouſand 
men were ready to embark at Dunkirk, Boulogne, and 
Calais; and count de Saxe, the moſt active of the 
French generals, was appointed to command this 
expedition, It is even ſaid, chat he had taken a trip 
to London in the courſe of the winter, and had con- 
certed the plan of operations with ſome of the diſ- 


affected par ty. The month of February was pitched 


upon 
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1744 upon for this undertaking ; the tranſports were ready; 


— 


Es e 


and the fleet intended to ſupport them was cruiſing 
in the channel from the Lizard to the Downs, before 
the Britiſh cabinet were ſufficiently rouſed. Hap. 
pily a violent ſtorm that aroſe, drove aſhore, deſtroyed 


or damaged the tranſports, greatly annoyed the 
French fleet, and nearly occaſioned its deſtruction, 


In the mean while, Sir John Norris, who with great 


difficulty had flipt out of Portſmouth, had found 
means to join the ſhips that came out from the river, 


and to aſſemble a fleet ſuperior to that of the enemy; 


but he was prevented by wind and tide from coming 
up with them. The Engliſh coaſt, however, was 
now ſufficiently guarded ; all orders of men took the 


alarm, and expreſſed their zeal for the "reigning fa- 


mily [65]; ſeveral noblemen raiſed regiments at their 


own expence, ,to employ them in the ſervice of their 
king and country; and the earl of Stair, together 


with the duke of Marlborough, no longer remem- 
| bered their cauſes of complaint. They offered their 


ſervices to the king with great zeal, and were re- 
inſtated in their former command; thus forgetting 
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[55] The motion for Preſenting an addreſs to the 
king on that occaſion, was made by the earl of Or- 


ford, who ſpoke for the firſt time in the houſe of 


peers, and animadverted upon the new miniſtry, for 
not having been the firſt | in. :roducers of ſuch an ad- 
dreſs. He expreſſed in warm and affecting terms 
his gratitude and zeal for a matter whom he had 
ferved fo long, and fo tenderly loved. | 
. | their 
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LORD CHESTERFIELD. SECT. IV. 


common enemy. 

But even at this very inſtant a debate of ſome con- 
ſequence aroſe in the houſe of peers. The law paſſed 
in the reign of queen Ann, making it treaſonable to 
correſpond with the pretender, was, on account of 
this attempt, and of ſome diſcoveries that had been 
made, moved to be extended to his ſon. A bill was 
paſſed in conſequence in the houſe of commons; and, 
when it came before the lords, the earl of Hardwicke 
propoſed to revive a clauſe for continuing the forfei- 
ture of titles and eſtates upon the poſterity of thoſe 
who ſhould be convicted of treaſonable correſpon- 
dences, during the lives of the two ſons of the pre- 
tender, after the death of their father. The duke of 
Bedford, the young lord Hervey, and eſpecially lord 
Talbot, warmly oppoſed the clauſe, which was de- 
fended with great ability by the lords Cho!mondeley, 
Ilcheſter, and Carteret. The carl of Cheſterfield 
took part with the former. He ſupported with great 
eloquence what he called the cauſe of future genera- 
tions, as well as of juſtice and humanity, He availed 


himſelf of the authority of biſhop Burnet, who, when 


the law of forfeiture was paſſed for Scotland in 
1709, voted againſt it, and left it upon record that 
he did ſo[66], He endeavoured to ſhew the ab- 
ſurdity of the propoſed clauſe from political argu- 
ments, its iniquity from moral principles, and its con- 


ulld 
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[66] Burnet's Memoirs of his own times, vol, II. 
5.522. . 
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& to be heard with more attention, as I cannot be 
&« ſuſpected of any private views, or imagined tx 
peak from any other motives than conviction, | 
ic have no children to excite my tendernets, or tur; 
de me aide from the moſt rigid juſtice. T hele are 
ce times, in which it is no diminution of happineis tg 
ce reflect that the pleaſures of a parent are denied, 


© times in which it may be reaſonably the defire of 


« every lord rather to leave behind him a good ex. 
4e am ple than a numerous poſterity.— The reverend 
«© prelates are leſs intereſted in the deciſion of thi; 
« great queltion than the reſt of your lordſhips, ſince 
« their titles do not deſcend to their poſterity ; and 
e therefore, if they oppoſe this clauſe, they can oniy 
ce oppole it from their perſuaſion that it is abſurd and 
c unjuſt. But you, my lords, whoſe titles and whoſe 
« fortunes are hereditary, and who think it ſome part 
« of your happineſs that your poſterity will enjoy 
« your honors —have ſtill other reaſons to influence 
e you to oppoſition. You, my lords, whoſe honors 
ce are antient, and who derive fame and dignity from 
ce the actions of your illuſtrious anceſtors, undoubt- 
« edly deſire to tranſmit theſe advantages to future 
« generations. And you, my lords, whoſe honors 
& are lately conferred upon your families, muſt deſite 


« that they may, in time, obtain the ſanction of anti- 


& quity. But if this clauſe ſhould once be made a 
& law, the exiſtence of our noble families is at the 
* mercy of every prince, of every miniſter, of every 
© informer—It will be no ſecurity to be without 
« guilt ; he only can imagine himſelf out of danger, 
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« who 18 without fortune Let us not, my lords, 1744 
— — 


« make ourſelves infamous to our poſterity, by be- 
« queathing them a law, which muſt keep them in 
« perpetual alarms, and which will give wickedneſs 
« ſo much advantage over virtue Let us not break 
« through all the rules of morality, only to inſure 
liberty If we mult offer incenſe to the throne, let 
« us offer it at our own expence, that poſterity may 
& rather ridicule our iolly than curſe our wickedneſs ; 
« and let us reſolve not to proſtitute the power, Wien 
& which the virtue of our anceltors has inveſte:| us, 
c to the deſtruction of thoſe, who, in tinie, will count 
« us among their progenitors, but with this dif- 
ce ference, that, as we may reflect with veneration 
te and gratitude upon that courage and honeſty by 
« which we are ennobled, they will mention with 
« ſhame and contempt that cowardice and flattery 
&« with which they are enſlaved,” I could not reſiſt 
the ſatisfaction of tranſcribing theſe valuable ſpeci- 
mens of Britiſh eloquence, and cannot help thinking, 
that even Demoſthenes himſelf would not have dil- 
owned them. 

And yet if a Phocyon had appeared in the midſt 
of ſuch an harangue, would not the Greek orator 
have apprehended the pruning of his periods [67], 
23 our animated earl muſt have done the animad- 
verſions of the more calm lord chancellor, who ana- 
lyſed and anſwered his ſpeech ? Allowing him the 
merit of oratory, be ſeemed to diſpute with him that 
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67) See Plut. in Phocyon. 


of 


223 


') 


224 


— —— 


M E M OI RS OF 
1744 of preciſion and cloſe reaſoning. He demonſtrated 


the juſtice of the forfeiture from the origin of here- 
ditary poſſeſſions; he referred its propriety to the lau- 
of neceſſity, ſuperior to all other laws; he ſhewed 
how much the love of our country ought to be ſu. 
perior to all other motives, and repreſented the 


ſtrength of parental attachments as a guard againſt 


public offences. The practice of all ages and of 
every nation was likewiſe urged in defence of the 
law, both by him and by the biſhop of Oxford (Dr. 
Secker), This prelate took pains to reconcile the 
puniſhment of fathers upon children with ſome texts 
of the old teſtament, which had been adduced againſt 
it; and appealed to the authority of the great Roman 
orator [68 ), an authority ſurely ſuperior on ſuch a 
point to that of biſhop Burnet! It is with peculiar 
ſatisfaction J obſerve, that this intereſting debate gave 
riſe to a molt excellent work entitled, Some conſidera- 
tions on the law of forfeiture for high treaſon. This 
book, which was written and publiſhed without the 


a” 1 —— 


[68] «© Nec vero me fugit, quam fit acerbum, 
ec parentum ſcelera filiorum pœnis lui. Sed hoc præ- 
« clare legibus comparatum eſt, ut caritas liberorum 
% amiciores parentes reipublicæ redderet. Itaque 
K Lepidus crudelis in liberos, non is qui Lepidum 
e hoſtem judicat.“ Epiſt. ad Brutum XVI. And in 
XIX. Videtur ipſe illud crudele, quod ad liberos 
« qui nihil meruerunt, pœna pervenit: ſed id et an- 
e tiquum eſt, et omnium civitatum; ſiquidem etiam 


£ Thenuſtoclis liberi eguerunt.“ 
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name of the author, a few months after the alarm of 1744 


this French invaſion, is now well known to have 
been written by the noble ſon of the great promoter 
of this bill, whoſe talents he poſſeſſed, whoſe ſteps he 
followed, whoſe honors he merited, and alas! for too 
ſhort a time attained [| 69 ]. 


As our earl had been happy enough to form early 


connections with men of ſuperior parts, abilities, or 
virtues, he every year experienced the regret of being 
deprived of ſome of his friends. His attachment to 


Mr. Hammond has been already mentioned. This 


gentleman, for whom he had procured a ſeat in par- 
liament [yo], died in the courſe of this winter, Lord 


— 


[69] This book was publiſhed for the firſt time 
in the beginning of 1745 ; it was re- printed in 1746 
and the laſt edition appeared in 1748. The copy 
of this edition belonging to Dr. Birch, and bequeathed 
to the Britiſh Muſcum, was a preſent to him from 
the author. This performance 15 mentioned by the 
ſaid friend as © a ſingle work indeed, and compoſed 
at a very early age, but deciſi ve of a grand queſtion 
* of law, and ſanction of government, the grounds of 
* which had never before been ſtated with due pre- 
« cifion,”” See Dr. Birch's dedication to Charles 
Yorke, eſq; then attorney general, prefixed to the 
Letters, Speeches, &c. of lord chancellor Bacon, pub- 
liſhed by him and printed in 1763. 


[Lo] The Biographical Dictionary, and Parlia- 


mentary Regiſter, place Mr. Hammond's death in 
1742. .- | 
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1744 Cheſterfield was greatly affected with his loſs, and 
—- teſtified his regard and eſteem for this amiable com- 


panion and poet, by taking care of what he left be. 


hind him, his Delia and his works. Theſe, conſiſt- 
ing of elegies written in the true ſtyle of Tibullus, 
had been intruſted to his care, and they were publiſhed 
by him, ennobled with a preface expreſſive of his 
feelings, and worthy of his pen [ 71}. 

Superior in parts, but not equal in ſentiments, died 
in the courſe of the ſame winter the great Mr. Pope. 


Lord Cheſterfield, who for many years had enjoyed as 


conſiderable a ſhare in his intimacy as any of his co- 
temporaries, and who, by having paſſed many days 


_— —œ on the — —— 2 


1 


[71] Love elegies written in 1732, publiſhed in 
1743. The preface will be found among his lord- 
ſhip's miſcellaneous pieces. The reaſon why the no- 
ble editor did not put his name to the publication, 
may have heen his friend's encomium of him in the 
following ſtanzas of the 1 3th elegy : 


Stanhope in wiſdoim as in wit divine 
May riſe and plead Britannia's glorious cauſe ; 
With ſteady rein his eager wit confine, 
While manly ſenſe the deep attention draws, 


Let Stanhope ſpeak his liſt ning country's wrong, 
My humble voice ſhall pleaſe one partial maid ; 

For her alone I pen my tender ſong, 

Securely fitting in his friendly ſhade, 


Stanhepe ſhall come and grace his rural friend, 
Delia ſhall wonder at her noble gueſt : 

With bluſhing awe the riper fruit commend, 
And for her huſband's patron cull the beſt. 


With 
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with him at his houſe at Twickenham, had the beſt 1744 


opportunities of obſerving him in his private hours, 
did juſtice to his memory. on all occaſions. He con- 
ſidered him as not inferior to Horace [72], and im- 
puted the aſperity of his mule to the feelings of the 
poet, rather than to the natural diſpoſition of the 
man. On his part, Mr. Pope often expreſſed the 
high opinion he had of his noble friend. Among 
ſeveral inſtances 1 find the following upon record: 
« Being one day in company at lord Cobham's with 
« great number of perſons of diſtinction, who were 
« ſcribbling verſes on the glaſſes, he was deſired by 
« lord Cheſterfield to oblige them with a diſtich 
« extempore. Favor me with your diamond, my lord, 
« {aid the poet; and immediately wrote. on his glaſs, 
Accept a miracle inſtead of wit, 

See two bad lines with Stanhope's pencil wit.“ 
A finer though equally ſhort panegyric was made of 
him and of Mr. Pulteney by the ſame hand [73]: 


«* How can I Pulteney, Cheſterfield, forget, 
« While Roman ſpirit charms, and Attic wit?“ 


With 


SY 4 4 W 8 
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[72] This appears from ſeveral of his letters; and 
in particular from the following extract of one to his 
friend baron de Kreuningen at the Hague, dated July 
7, 1752. „ will maintain to the face gf all the 
„ pedants in the univerſe, that Pope's epiſtles and 


* ſatires have all the good ſenſe and preciſion of 


* Horace's, with a thouſand times more wit.” See 

letters in this collection, book I. Let. XCVIIE. 
[73] Epilogue to the ſatires written in 1738. Un- 
P 2 der 


—— 
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1744 With theſe ſentiments, it is rather ſurprizing that he 

— ſhould have omitted him in his will. I have been in- 
formed, that ſome coolneſs had ariſen between them, 
on account of the dutchels of Marlborough, whoſe 
character, under the name of Azga| 74], Mr. Pope 
was in vain ſollicited to ſuppreſs. 

That celebrated dutcheis herſelf paid the great 
debt to nature, the 18th of September, 1744, in the 
85th year of her life. Her eſteem for, and atcach- 
ment to lord Cheſterfield, were in her own manner 
ſtrongly expreſſed in her will. She beitowed upon 
him her beſt and largeſt diamond-ring, together with 
the ſum of twenty thouſand pounds, and the reverſion 
of her Wimbledon eſtate, on failure of the Spencer 
family, „out of the great regard ſhe had for his 
ce merit, and the infinite obligations her grace re- 
i ceived from him.” She deſired his lordſhip to take 
upon him the care of ſuperintending the hiſtory of 


hs ä — * 8 


der theſe lines ſtands this note of the learned pre- 
late, whoſe illuſtrations adorn the works of his friend. 
« Philip earl of Cheſterfield, commonly given by 
« writers of all parties for an example to the age he 
« lives in, of ſuperior talents and public virtue ;” 
to which I ſhall add the following lines from thc 
biſhop's ingenious friend Dr. Brown, in his eſſay pre- 
fixed to Mr. Pope's ſatires, wherein he ſays that poet 


„Now with a muſe more ſacred and refin'd 
15 Calls forth a Cheſterfield's or Londſdale's mind.“ 


[74] See Mr, Pope's epiſtle on the characters of 
women. 


the 
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the great duke of Marlborough, the writing of which 
ſhe committed to Mr. Glover and Mr. Mallet. There 
is ſomething ſo particular in her grace's manner of 
expreſſing her intentions with regard to that work, 
that, I believe, the reader will not be diſpleaſed to 
find part of the article of her will relating to it in a 


note [75]- * 


mm 


—_— —_ 
_—_— — — 


— 


[75] © Her grace deſires Mr. Glover and Mr. 
« Mallet may write the hiſtory of the duke of Marl- 
e borough, that it may be known to the world how 


« truly the late duke wiſhed that juſtice ſhould be 


« done to all mankind, who, her grace was ſure, left 
«& king James with great regret, at a time when it 
« was plain it was with hazard to himſelf, and if he 
e had been like the patriots of the preſent times, he 
© might have been all that an ambitious man could 
have hoped for, by aſſiſting king James to ſettle 
« popery in England. Her grace ſays ſhe ſhould 
* be extremely obliged to the earl of Cheſterfield, 
* who never had any call to give himſelf any trouble 
* about her, if he would comply with her very ear- 
* neſt requeſt, which is, that he will direct the two 
** perſons abovementioned, who are to write the ſaid 
* aiſtory, which ſhe is extremely deſirous ſhould be 
* done well. Her grace deſires that no part of the 
* ſaid hiſtory be in verſe, and that it may not begin 


| © in the uſual form of hiſtories, but only from the 


* revolution. And ſhe directs that the ſaid hiſtory 
* ſhall, before it is printed, have the approbation of 
Sp | « the 
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War was at length openly declared by the French 
court againſt the Britiſh king and the Auſtrian queen; 
and to puniſh the Dutch for what they had done, as 
well as to deter them from doing more, hoſtilities 
were begun on their barrier. This ſtep was an- 
nounced by the ambaſſador Fenelon [76], who, 
taking leave of the States General, declared to them 
his maſter's diſpleaſure, unleſs they immediately 
abandoned their allies, and accepted of a neutrality, 
They demurred, took a middle way between war and 
peace; and, in the mean while, the F rench king him- 
ſelf, at the head of one hundred thouſand plenipoten- 
tiaries, appeared on their frontiers. As no prepara- 
tion had been made, two or three of the ſtrongeſt 
towns were taken almoſt without reſiſtance. Theſe 
conqueſts would probably have been followed by 
many others, had not a ſudden event put a ſtop to 
this brilliant expedition for this campaign. The 
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the earl of Cheſterfield, and all her executors, &c.” 
Her grace's intentions were however completely fru— 
ſtrated. Mr. Glover ſoon deſiſted from this under 
taking, and reſigned his ſhare to his colleague Mr. 
Mallet. This laſt gentleman, very equal to the taſk, 
and abundantly firnithed with family papers, foreign 
intelligence, and all kind of private 11 formation, died 


in 1765, without having made any great progreſs in 


the work; at leaſt. very few fragments \ were found 
among his Papers, | | 


76] This worthy miniſter unh appily exchanged 
the olive for the Laurel, bei ing killed i in 1 1746 at the 


battle of Rocou x. : 
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paſſage of prince Charles of Lorrain over the Rhine 1744 
obliged the French to recall a conſiderable part of 8 
their army, in order to defend their own provinces. 

The confederates were now much ſuperior in Flan- 
ders; and count Saxe, with an army not equal to 

half the number of their forces 77, was reduced to 

the neceſſity of acting upon the defenſive. But the 
commanders of the allied army were top generous to 

take advantage of this inequality. War was made 
againſt the prime miniſter much more than againſt 

the enemy, The generals, influenced by oppoſite in- 
tereſts, ſpent their time in contentions with each 

> other; the Dutch were irreſolute, the Auſtrians un- 

prepared. No action was attempted, for want of 

harmony; no ſiege, for want of cannon [78]; and 

in thoſe plains where Marlborough had gathered 

laurels, forage was now collected, and contributions 


raiſed [ 79 ]. 
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[77] The allied army, commanded by marſhal 

, Wade, was compoſed of 22,090 Engliſh, 16,000 
5 HFanoverians, 12,000 Auſtrians, and $5,000 Dutch, [ 
in all, $5,000, the fineſt troops that ever were 
brought into the field. The French left marſhal 
Saxe with a body only of 38,000 men, their garriſons 
being totally drained of troops, and wholly unpro- 
vided for a ſiege. Conduct of the two brothers, 
P. 13,14. Eb | 
| [78] See the Conduct of the two brothers, &c. p. 

14, 15, | 

[79] This was ſtrongly expreſſed in the following 
4 French 


S 


—— — 


85 
ei Fn 


FE —B He — =__——_— 4 . + oc_—— wc _-— < a 4 — 


A EE EE 


_ — 


* 


8 — PE 5 — = 


? 

4 
4 
U) by 
N 5 
* 

#% 

* : * 
* 4 
1 * 

4 7 

| F iy 

4 of 

x * 

. U 
8 oj 

1 

i "ns 
4.41 4 
* 

a . 

1 

+ | 
* — 

6 l 
1 hy 
1 a 

: 
[ 
jy 

£ . 

4 

+» TH 
4 
2 
1 

* 

P « 
. 
i284 
12 a 
'R, 

' 8 
Fi . 

y 
74 

9 . 
. 
. 10 

5 1 
7 
Nei 
2 4 

p 
Vi _ 
«7 * 
the 
\-$ 
1 


- _ * - 
— — 


SPS - 


—— — ²ͤ˙B rr 


—— > 


— 


— —_— ———— —  — — —— — A 


— 22 — 


.. ̃ ꝙ 2 


222 — N 


ER —— — 


— — — 2 — — - 
. - £6 Jari 


* 


— — EE SEES 


232 


1744 Theſe diflentions in the miniſtry extended their in. 


— 


MEM O18: eee 


fluence on the operations in the Mediterranean. Two 
admirals, each choſen by one of the parties, were ſent 
out together, with a ſuperior force, to block up the 
united fleets of France and Spain. It was previouſly 
known that they could not agree; and it was even 
ſuſpected, that one of them would not afliit the other, 
The event of the action near Toulon proved the juſt. 
nels of theſe ſuſpicions, and the fatal effects of pique 
and reſentment. The ſubſequent trials of the ad- 
mirals at home ſhewed equally the effects of favour 
and partiality. The commander who fought was 
diſgraced, againſt the inclinations of the king ; and, 


— — 


French lines, which came from the camp of the 
enemy: 

Dans les plaines de Liſle exemptes de carnage, 

& [leſt un camp fameux en illuſtres guerriers; 


&« Bellone chaque jour les conduit au fourage, 
Et leur donne du foin en guiſe de lauriers.“ 


The French garriſon at Liſle diſplayed their wit, at 
the expence of the inactive warriors they could ſee 
from their walls. Harlequin was introduced upon 
the itage, ſtrutting along with great pomp, and in a 
charafleriſtic dreſs, with a bundle of letters under 
each arm. Being alked what he had under the righr, 
he anſwered orders, and what under the left, with 
equal ſolemnity, counter orders. This, I am told, 
was exactly the tact, except that both the orders and 
counter orders were in the ſame letters; the former 


2» hody, end the latter in the poſtſcript, 
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notwithſtanding the clamors of the nation, the cauti- 1744 

* one was acquitted. „„ 
The king of Pruſſia did not care to truſt any longer 

to 2 miniſtry, the majority of which were far from 

being zealous in his cauſe. Apprehenſive for his 

own conqueſts, if once the queen of Hungary were 

enabled to cruſh her other enemies, and enraged that 

his interceſſion in favor of the unhappy head of the 

empire had been deſpiſed, he thought proper to em- 

I ploy more powerful ſolicitors; and, by his ſeaſonable 

diverſion in Saxony and Bohemia, forced prince 

Charles to repaſs the Rhine, and fly to the defence of 

his ſiſter's dominions. This fatal ſtep turned the 

> ſcale on the (ide of the French, and put into their 

* hands the fortune of the war, 

Lord Carteret, being thus diſappointed in his ex- 
tenſive projects, could no longer maintain his ground 
againſt the efforts of thoſe whom he deſpiſed. The 
people, who had hitherto only experienced an increaſe 
of taxes from what was called the drunken ad miniſtra- 
tion, eaſily yielded to the inſinuations of his enemies: 
and the ſovereign was obliged to ſacrifice the only 
man he confided in, to private jealouſies and to pub- 
lic clamor. 


A treaty had been for ſome time negotiating 
between the old part of the miviſtry and the mem- 
bers of the oppoſition ; but it was not concluded 
before the cloſe of this year. It was called the 
coalition, or broad-bettom treaty, Lord Cheſterfield, 
wao was at the head of that party, had long de- 
clared for an honorable peace ; or, till that could be 
otained, for an excluſive exertion of Britiſh forces 
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x744 on that element where they are truly formidable. On 


this principle a league was formed between the two 


parties to drive out the miniſter, who was looked 
upon as their common enemy. This was à matter 
of no ſmall difficulty. Lord Carteret had got po. 
ſeſſion of the royal ear; and the only way to effect it 
was to perſuade the king, that his favorite meaſure; 
would be purſued, and carried on with greater ef. 
ficacy, by miniſters of a more popular caſt. Lord 
Cheſterield was propoſed, as being equal to the ob- 
noxious miniſter in his political knowledge of the in. 
tereſts of princes, and as the moſt likely perſon to 
prevail with the States to join heartily in the common 
cauſe. Neceſſity alone could induce George II. to 
employ a man whom, for a number of years, he had 
been taught to conſider as his perſonal enemy [B) 
and whom, in return, he had not treated as a friend, 
He had, however, no great objection to avail him- 
ſelf of the earl's intereſt in Holland, and was even 
willing to ſend him from thence, as lord lieutenant, 
to Ireland, if for no other reaſon, to keep him ſtil 
at a diſtance, But he wanted to make the admiſfion 
of the earl into the cabinet a reward for ſervices 
rather than a condition of his being employed; and 
perſiſted in delaying, at leaſt for a time, to receive him 


—— 3 
* 


——— 
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1800 * His lordſhip to! 1 me once that many lies 
had been told of him to the king, and with ſuch 
6 circumſtances, that he was not "AF that his 
T majeſty believed the m.“ Letter from the biſhop 
of Waterford, © OE 
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into the cloſet. Lord Cheſterfield peremptorily in- 


ſiſted upon both theſe circumſtances. The audience 
was accordingly granted; but the monarch, ever 
ſuperior to diſſimulation, received him with great 
coldneſs. You have received your inſtructions, my lord, 
were the only words which he ſpoke, in anſwer to the 
earl's application to be honored with his majeſty's 
commands. This is not the onlv inſtance, in this 
reign, of a ſubject's forcing his way to his maſter, 
and obtaining or recovering his favor. 

Thus was lord Cheſterfield, after an oppoſition of 
ten years to public meaſures, called upon once more 
to take a part in adminiftration, Admitted on his 
own terms, and without being obliged to ſacrifice 
either his friends or his principles, he had the ſatiſ- 
faction of being called by the voice of the nation: 
and, while one part of Europe dreaded the influence 
of ſo able a negotiator, the other loudly expreſſed the 
higheſt ſatisfaction at ſo judicious a choice. To ſhew 
how far he was able to anſwer the great expectations 
univerſally entertained of him, will be the ſubject of 
the following ſection. 
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1745 HE commonwealth of the United Provinces 


— — 


had hitherto avoided to act as principals in the 
preſent diſpute. They had ſhewn an equal reluct— 
ance to abandon the queen of Hungary, and to com- 
mence hoſtilities againſt the French king. Faithful 
to their great De Witt's maxims, they had enjoyed 


peace amidſt the tumults of war; and, con/idering the 


commotions of their neighbours as ſo many opportunities 


for them to enlarge their trade and increaſe their wealth, 


zpey ſeemed little inclined to drop the ſubſtance, in order 
to catch at a ſhadow | 1 |. 

This irreſolute conduct had expoſed them to ſome 
inconveniencies. Rouſed to action by the repreſen- 


tations of their own as well as of Engliſh patriots 2), 
and awed into ſubmiſſive tranquillity by the eloquence 


and menaces of French agents, they were forced to 


take ſome ambiguous ſteps, unſatisfactory to one of 


the parties, and unplealing to the other. They 
granted ſome ſubſidies to the late emperor's daughter, 
but thoſe were given ſlowly, and with a ſparing hand. 
They increaſed the number of their troops, but em- 


ployed them chiefly to ſupply the deficieacies of the 


Auſtrians in their own barrier towns; and thoſe of 


— — — 


—— ——— 


[1] Cate of the Hanover forces, &c. p. 50, 51. 
[2] Ibid. p. 45. 48. 
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LORD CHESTERFIELD. SECT.V. 
their corps which had taken the feld the year before, 


: . | : 
were cautiouſly kept from coming into action. 


The earl of Cheſterfield had been too well ac- 
quainted with the principles of Dutch politics during 
the courſe of his firſt embaſly in Holland, to believe 
that ſo cautious a people could eailly be induced to 
deſert them. He knew that zo be ſaſe was their firſt 
concern, and to be rich their ſecond. Indeed he was 
ſo far converted to their ſyſtem, that he adopted it in 
great meaſure for his own country, and made no ſcru— 
ple openly to declare, that, except when the Dutch 
barrier is in danger, it can never be the intereſt of this 
nation to enter into a land war [Z]. 

This, indeed was now the caſe» The invaſion of 
the low countries by the French {truck terror into 
the different orders of the ſtate. The Dutch mob, 
not unlike other mobs, and perhaps {till leſs manage- 
able when excited by wild enthuſiaſts and artful de- 
magogues, exclaimed that their rulers, were lulled by 
French influence, or perhaps by French gold. The 
exhauſted ſtate of the public treaſure, the ruinous 
condition of the fortifications, the emptineſs of the 
magazines, the neglect of the military diſcipline, the 
inexperience of the officers, and the weakneſs of the 
adminiſtration, had reduced the republic to the ſtate 
in which it was in the year 1672, when Lewis XIV. 
ſubdued four of the provinces; and, as the cauſe was 
the ſame, to wit, the want of a chief, ſimilar conſe- 
quences were juſtly apprehended, and the ſame re- 
medy deſired and pointed out. 


1 


— 


9 — 


[3]: Caſe of the Hanover forces, &c. p. 45. 48. 
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This critical ſituation had long been foreſeen by 
lord Cheſterfield. He had warned his countrymen 
repeatedly not to perſiſt in meaſures calculated tg 
ſerve a foreign intereſt. As the queen of Hungary 


had unexpectedly been reſtored to the beſt part of 


her hereditary poſſeſions, he judged it inexpedient tg 
contend for the reſt, All further ſchemes for her 
aggrandiſement were treated by him as chimerica] 
and deſtructive, He thought an equivalent for Silt 
was to be looked upon as the moſt romantic of all thy 


ſtate quixotiſms of theſe quixot times [4], and wiſhed 


to ſave his country from the reproach of being the 
wind-mill-fighter of Europe J. 

As our earls ideas were fo well known to the old 
miniſters, the reſolution of ſending him over to Hol. 
land, in order to defeat prejudices fo deeply rooted, 
maſt at the firſt view appear extremely abſurd, But 
two ends were to be anſwered, from his undertaking 
ſo difficult a negotiation. The firſt was to repreſent 
his lordſhip's acceptance of that employ as an argument 
that he had undergone a political regeneration, and that 
he was not only ſatisfied with his majeſty's meaſures, but 
ready to further them to the utmoſt of his power [6]. 

The ſecond was, to be enabled to convince their 
ſovereign, that what ſo popular a miniſter could not 
accompliſh, was really impracticable, and by degrees 


4 * 8 ä —— 


3 


[ 4] Apology for a late reſignation, p. 13. 
[ 5] Caſe of the Hanover forces, p. 53. 


[ 6] Apology, &c. p. 9. 
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impoſſibility of purſuing any other [7]. 
The new ambaſſador arrived on the 1th of January 
at the Hague; where he was to meet with the aſſiſt- 


' ance of Mr. Trevor, the prefent lord Trevor, who 
| was then his Majeſty's envoy extraordinary and pleni- 


potentiary with the ſtates general. As he was to ſtay 
there but a ſhort time, he did not take a great num- 
ber of attendants with him, nor any companions but 


bis friends Mr. Mallet and Mr. Dayrolles, in whom 


he expected and found an agreeable ſociety, as well as 
| uſeful aſſiſtance. 


The credentials given to the earl expreſſed his 


| majeſty's deſire that the States might be induced to 
unite their forces and intereſts in the ſupport of the 
common cauſe; and he was authorized to concert with 


their miniſters and generals, as well as with thoſe of 


| the other allies, the proper meaſures to be purſued, 


in order to obtain as ſpeedily as poſſible. a good and 
ſolid peace, by carrying on the war with vigor. 
The plan laid down in the ambaſſador's inſtruc— 


tions was ſtrictly followed by him; and, were the ac- 


count he is laid to have written of his embaſly ever 


to ſee the light, it would appear how earneſt he was 
to obtain from the Dutch what he believed they 


ought, and perhaps wiſhed they would refuſe. He 


preſſed them to come roundly into the war, and ſtipu- 


lated with them the proportion of the ſubſidies and 
troops to be furniſhed by each fide. 
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[7 ] Apology, &c. p. 12, 
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The Spaniſh ambaſſador, the Marquis de St. Gi, 


but eſpecially the abbe de la Ville, who ſucceeded tie 


marquis de Fenelon as French miniſter at the Hague, 
did not fail to oppoſe lord Cheſterfield in the courſe of 
his negotiation. The abbe was in every reſpect an 
antagoniſt worthy of him ; and his lordfhip has given 
ſo lively an account of the manner in which he endez- 
youred to carry his point, notwithſtanding his com- 
petitor's efforts, that I ſhall not ſcruple to inſert it in 
a note [ 8 ]. 

Philan. 


» 


{8] * Abbe de la Ville had abilities, temper, and 
< induſtry, We could not viſit, our two maſters 
«* being at war; but the firſt time I met him at a third 
* place, I got ſomebody to preſent me to him; and! 
6 told him, that though we were to be national ene- 


* mies, I flattered myſelf we might, however, be per. 


* ſonal friends. Two days afterwards, I went early to 
e ſolicit the deputies of Amſterdam, where I found 
* abbe de la Ville, who had been before-hand with 
< me; upon which I addreſſed myſelf to the deputies, 
c and ſaid ſmilingly, 7 am very ſorry, gentlemen, to find 
ce my enemy with you; my knowledge of his capacity i 
« already ſufficient to fear him: we are not upon equal 
c terms, but I truft to your own intereſt againſt his ta- 
e Jenis; if I have not had this day the firſt word, 1 


Hall at leaft have the laſt. They ſmiled ; the abbt 


© was pleaſed with the compliment, and the manner 


of it, He ſtayed about a quarter of an hour, and 


then left me to my deputies, with whom I continued 
7 0 
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Philanthropy, however, and true policy, were 
ſtronger in the earl's breaſt than the deſire of ſucceed- 
ing in his warlike negociation. He held up the olive- 
branch at the ſame time that his duty obliged him to 


ſpirit up the Dutch to gather laurels. He tried to 


induce the miniſters of the contending powers to 
bring their reſpective courts to terms of accommoda- 
tion, if an honorable peace were propoſed; and he 
ſeems afterwards to have done full juſtice to abbe de 


la Ville, in ſuppoſing that theſe were likewiſe his real | 


ſentiments [o]. 


* 


* — <a. 


« upon the ſame tone, though in a very ſerious man- 


« ner; that I was only come to ſtate their own true 
« intereſts to them, plainly and ſimply, without any 
« of thoſe arts which it was neceſſary for my friend to 
make uſe of to deceive them. I carried my point, 
« and continued my procede with the abbe; and by 
e this eaſy and polite commerce with him at third 
% places, .I often found means to fiſh out from him 
* whereavouts he was.” Lord Cheſterfield's Letters 
to bis ſon, letter CCLVIII. See likewiſe letter 
CCXCLI. where he adds very judiciouſly, There 1s 
not a more prudent maxim than to live with one's 
enemies as if they may one day become one's friends, 
*as it commonly happens, ſooner or later, in the vici{- 
« ſitudes of political affairs.” 


[9] * The abbe de la Ville and I were at once 


friends and enemies at the Hague; and it was not 
Our fault if we had not a peace four years ago.“ 
Letter of lord Cheſterfield, dated March 12, 1749; 
ſee book I. Lett. XXXIV. 
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Unfortunately ſeveral cauſes concurred in render- 
ing their joint efforts ineffectual. The two parties 
which divided the republic were, from different mo- 
tives, equally averſe from peace. ' Fear deterred the 


one, and intereſt (influenced the other. The re- 


publicans, already ſuſpected of having betrayed their 
country to the French [10], were apprehenſive of 
being made the victims of an incenſed people, if they 
conſented to an ignominious deſertion of the com- 
mon cauſe. The ſtadtholder on the other hand re- 
jected all offers, even of an advantageous pacification, 
which would have overturncd their ſchemes, and re- 
tarded the elevation of the prince of Orange. But 


the circumſtance which more effectually obſtructed 


the withed-for reconciliation was» the death of the 
emperor Charles VII. Grief and diſappointment put 
an end to his life, the very day that the ambaſſador 
ſet out from London. This event, together with the 
quadruple alliance concluded at the ſame time, and 
the attack made upon the Hanoverian territories by 
Marſmal Belleiſle, opened a new field of enterprize ta 
the ſanguine projectors of both nations. The wild 
ſchemes of humbling both France and Pruſſia were 
reſumed with rather a better proſpe& of ſucceſs ; 


'efpecially after the young duke of Bavaria's treaty 


— 
mt. * FM * 
— . - * — —— 6 — — r — — 


10) That this was the common opinion among 
the people is ſufficiently acknowledged in all the hi- 
tories of the times; and the famous Rouſſet is ſaid to 
have been the principal promoter of that report. See 
Vaderlandſche Hiſtorie, vol. XX. p. 32, 33. 
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with the queen of Hungary had ſecured to her a 


body of auxiliary forces, a majority of votes in the- 


electoral college, and the reſtoration of the imperial 
dignity to her family by the election of her huſband. 

Thus puſhed on by the current, lord Cheſterfield 
ſucceeded beyond the expectations of thoſe who ſent 
him. The ſtates, indeed, refuſed to declare war, but 
they agreed to carry it on. They promiſed, upon 
paper, to maintain 50,000 men in the field, beſides 
10,000 in their garriſons. The mercantile ſpirit 
manifeſted itſelf in ſettling the proportion of the ex- 
pences. But the ambaſſador had orders not to ob- 
jet to trifles; and he punctually obeyed. Inſtead of 
the two-fifths, which had formerly been demanded, 
one-third of the old ſubſidies, and only one-fourth 
of the new ones, was now accepted, 

In the principal article our earl gave great ſatiſ- 
faction to his royal maſter, The duke of Cumber- 
land, already put at the head of the Britiſh forces, 
was by the ambaſſador's induſtry appointed com- 
mander in chief of the confederate army [11]. This 


appeared as if the Dutch were in earneſt; and yet 


perhaps they only complimented a foreign prince at 
the expence of their own. The young duke was 
deſervedly the favorite of a brave people, as well as 


a> — —ä FIT 2 — . 2 FAT. oF, r 
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[11] When the duke of Cumberland was appoint- 
ed to his command, he was only conſidered as the no- 
minal commander, on account of his inexperience and 
great youth, Marſhal Konigſeg was in reality the 
commander in chief, as he was then called à latere. 
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England, he had ſhewn' himſelf at Dettingen worthy 
of the title of a Britiſh prince, and poſſeſſed all the 
military ardor of his father. But theſe very circum— 
ſtances, joined to the ſuperiority of his rank, which 
put him above the controul of a colleague [12], muſt 
even then have alarmed conſiderate people. The: 
muſt have been ſhocked to ſee that with inferior 
forces he was ſuffered to encounter the ableſt general 


of the age, placed at the head of an army exerciſed 
in many campaigns, and fighting under the eyes of 


their king. I know that, nearly under the ſame dil 
advantages, the fon of Edward III. defeated a French 
army, and made the king his priſoner. But the com- 
mander of that army was not a marſhal de Saxe; 
and men ſuch as the black prince are ſeldom met 


with more than once in the annals of any nation, 


As the great ſuperiority of the French troops over 
thoſe, with which the duke entered the field, was ſuf— 
ficiently known, a defenſive campaign might have 
been moſt eligible, at leaſt till a freſh ſupply of auxi- 
liary forces could be procured. But this by no means 
ſuited with the diſpoſition of the young general, The 
plan which the king and his miniſters had ſettled at St. 
James's, and which the Engliſh ambaſſador was in- 


ſtructed to communicate to the reſpective commander; 


at the Hague, was to wait only till the French were 
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[12] Examination of the conduct of the two Bro- 
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LORD CHESTERFIELD. SECT. v. 
engaged in a ſiege, and then to attack their divided 1745 


army [ 1 3]- 
This project might have fucceeded, had the inequa- 


ity been leſs, or the ſecret better kept. But the enemy 
were appriſed of the deſign, and had with great {kill 
prepared to render it ineffectual. Their lines were 
made almoſt inacceſſible by the art of their engineers, 


— — 


— — — 


| [13] The following anecdote I received from the 

biſhop of Waterford. In conſequence of the plan that 
had been concerted, as ſoon as the ſiege of Tournay 
was begun, lord Cheſterfield received a letter from 
marſhal Konigleg the Auſtrian commander, acquaint- 
ing him, that ſuch a day the confederate army were to 
move, which was the word that had been agreed upon 
between them to expreſs the intended attack. His 
excellency, upon receiving this letter, waited on the 
States Gereral, to acquaint them with the contents. 
He mentioned the ſame day at his table the news of 
the approaching action. I hree officers were preſent, 
who, upon hearing this, as ſoon as dinner was over, 
ſet out immediately for Flanders, and arrived at Fon- 
tenoy the day before the battle was fought; and one 
of them, the ſon of Sir John Vanbrugh, was wounded 
in the action by a ball, which was quite flattened on 
the ſide that ſtruck againſt his thigh-bone, and yet, 
what is remarkable, without breaking it. T his extra- 
ordinary particular was communicated by a friend, 
who ſaw and examined the ball after the turgcon had 
extracted it from the wound, of which this ingenious 
and promiſing officer died a few days after the battle. 
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him an object of aumiration to all the world; and the 
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jery. Such notwithſtanding was the intrepid beha- 
viour both of the national and electoral troops; ſuch 
was the gallantry of the royal chief [14], that the iſſue 


was 
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[14] ehe of a letter from lord I Bolingbroke to Sir 
Everard Fawkner, ſecretary to his royal highneſs the 
duke of Cumberland, dated Batterſea, May 14, 1745. 


„ DEAR SIR, 


You have had letters, I doubt not, on the late 
unfortunate event from all your friends who are in the 
world; it is time, therefore, that you ſhould hear on 
the ſame occaſion from one who is out of it. You 
know that no one can take a warmer part than I do in 
all that concerns the intereſt and honor of this coun- 
try. Neither a long proſcription, nor loſſes, nor mor- 
tifications of every kind, can make me indifferent to 
chem. The ſentiment is natural and habitual too in 
me. The diſappointment of his royal highneſs before 
Tournay, and the loſs of ſo many brave men, gricve 
me to the ſoul. I call it a diſappointment; "us the 
duke, the Britiſh, and the Hanoverian troops, cannot 
be ſaid properly to have been defeated, The com- 
mon caule ſuffers, bur our national honor is advanced, 
ard that of the young hero you ſerve rites above all 
the examples we have hed ſince our black prince and 
Henry the fifth. TI here is comfort in theſe conſidera- 
tions for the paſt, and hope for what | is to come. The 
courage and conduct he ſhewed in the action make 


comp aſſionate 


LORD CHESTERFIELD. SECT, v. 
was like to have been as glorious as it proved fatal to 
the confederates. Their formidable column, intrepid 
and unſhaken, had driven the whole force of the enemy, 
and there, remained only a ſmall reſerve to encounter, 
much inferior to a body of eight thouſand Hanove- 
rians, which had unaccou ntably been diſmiſſed 134. 
But this reſerve, conſiſting chiefly of Iriſh regi- 
ments [16], was ſufficient to repel the laſt efforts of 


compaſſionate tears he ſhed after it give them a new 


luſtre in my ſenſe. Both one and the other endear 
him to the people among whom he was born, for 
whom he fights; and for whom he feels. God proſ- 


per him! I was ſorry that your hurry of buſineſs, and 
my retired life, hindered me from embracing you at 
your departure. But, wherever you go, my beſt wiſhes 
accompany you; and every affectionate ſentiment that 
can flow from the heart of one who is, dear firs 


Tour ſincere friend, 
and moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


BorixoBROK E.“ | 


{15] Conduct of the two Brothers, p. 42. 

[16] The great ſhare which the Iriſh brigade had 
in the ſucceſs of the day was fully aſcertained by one 
of their moſt reſpectable countrymen, colonel Droms 
gold. He publiſhed two letters in French, on pur- 
poſe to expoſe the fallacious account given by Voltaire, 
in his poem on the battle of Fontenoy; a poem which 
lord Cheſterfield, notwithſtanding his partiality to the 
author, very wittily ridiculed in one of his French let- 
ters. Sce book I. lett. XIV. of this collection. 

* men, 
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1745 men, led for the third time to deſtruction, thinned by 


_ —_—_— 


the enemy's cannon, wearied out with the ſlaughter 


they had made, and retiring with this conſolation, if 


It could be one, that they yielded the palm to their 
own countrymen. 


Had this fatal event, convincing as it was that no 


good could be expected from the continuation of the 


war, produced the ſame effect upon the ſanguine mo- 
narch and his temporizing miniſter as it did upon lord 
Cheſterfield, the nation perhaps would have profited by 
the diſappointment. France, eſpecially after the loſs 
oi Cape Breton, was ſufficiently diſpoſed to balance 
accounts. It was not her intereſt that the king of 
Pruſſia ſhould aggrandize himfſclf, even at the expence 
of the houſe of Alita: To maintain an equilibrium 
between theſe two powers, ſhe was ready to favour the 
election of the grand duke af Tuſcany to the imperial 
dignity, The other points in diſpute might eafily 
nave been adjuſted; and the contending powers would 
all have been benefited, by a cefftion of hoſtilities, 
The elevation of a ſtadtholder would ſtill have taken 
place, but in a more ſecure and leſs tumultuous man- 


ner. The wealth, the ſtrength, the honor of the Bri- 


tiſn nation would no longer have been ſacrificed to fo- 
reign intereſt; the rebellion would not have enſued, or 
at leaſt would not have remained ſo long uncruſhed; 
and one uſeful leſſon would have laved the repeated 
mortifications of ſucceeding campaigns, 

J.ord Cheſterfield had long wiſhed for an opportu- 
nity of rewarding the ſervices of his chaplain ; and this 
opportunity offered while he was at the Hague. ' A 
Vacancy having happened in the bench of bithops in 

| Ireland, 
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Ireland, lord Cheſterfield wrote to lord Harrington 1745 


who was then with the king at Hanover, recommend- 


ing doctor Chenevix to the vacant ſee. He received 
a polite anſwer, rejecting in civil terms the recom- 
mendation. Lord Harrington at the ſame time aſſured 
lord Cheſterfield, that his Majeſty would accept of any 
other perſon he ſhould name, and therefore adviſed 
him to loo out for another biſhop; to which lord 
Cheſterfield replied, that he begged his lordſhip would 
deſire the king to looł out for another lord lieutenant. 
The reply had its effect; doctor Chenevix was made 
biſhop of Killaloe, and a few months after tranſlated 
without oppolition to the ſee of Waterford. 

The buſineſs of the embaſſy being finiſhed, the earl 
received his freſh credentials, and took leave of the 
ſtates general, eight days after the battle of Fontenoy. 
The diſcourſe which he delivered on this occaſion, 
was a ſhort, lively, and indirect reply to Fenelon's 


farewell ſpeech. He deſcribed the advantages ariſing 


from the cloſe union of the Britiſh and Dutch nations; 
an union not the effect of tranſient views or accidental 
junctures, but the conſequence of their reciprocal and 
invariable intereſts, pointed out by their reſpective 


ſituations, and confirmed by the uninterrupted expe- 


nence of almoſt a century. This was artful, as it re- 
called to the ſtates the dreadful effects of their former 
diſſentions, and in particular the imminent danger 
which their country had ſo narrowly eſcaped in 1672; 
a danger which, as it now again hung over their heads, 
could only be avoided by adhering clolely to their al- 
lance with Great Britain. He likewiſe expreſſed his 
grateful regard for their high mightineſſes, and his 
Eo attachment 


— 
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1745 attachment to the republic. The ſtates, in return t 


— — 


the ambaſſador's profeſſions, teſtified in their letter to 
his ſovereign, their eſteem for the talents, abilities, and 
prudence, of fo eminent a negotiator | 17]. 

The early clole of the ſeſſion of the Britiſh parlia. 
ment this year, permitted the monarch to revilit his 
electoral dominions. Lord Cheſterfield arrived at his 
houſe in London the ſame day that the king ſet out 
from Harwich, and was depriyed of the honor of 
delivering to him a verbal account of his embaſſy, 
It is a matter of doubt whether this was altogether 
the effect of chance; but as his landing at Dublin 
ſome months after happened alſo the ſame day that 
the king arrived in England, it may be ſuſpected 
that neither of the parties was deſitous of an interview 
as cold as the preceding had been. 

The repreſentations, which his excellency made 
to the regency [18 |, of the diſpoſitions of the Dutch, 
and of the ſtate of their affairs, were by no means 
calculated to recommend a perſeverance in meæaſures 
which they had agreed with him to diſcourage, But 
the earl's colleagues had now altered their notions ; 
nor could the further ſucceſſes of the French in the 
courſe of this year, the four victories of the Pruſſian 
king, the advantages gained by the Spaniards and 
their new allics the Genoele in Italy, nor even the 


1 — 


TI" "2 


[27] Both the ſpeech and the letter will be in- 
ferted in the ſecond volume. 

18] Lord Cheſterfield was one of them, as lord 
lieutenant of Ireland and privy-counſcllor. 


alarms 
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alarms of the rebellion at home, diſturb them from 1745 
their unaccountable ſecurity. Fluſhed with the con- "IM 
queſt of Cape Breton [19], and buoyed up with ex- 
pectations from new expeditions, new negotiations, 
and new ſubſidies, they received with coldneſs the 
propoſals of the French miniſters at the Hague, for 
aſſembling a congreſs, and putting an end to the war. 
Inſtead of availing themſelves of the intelligence pro- 
cured by the ambaſſador, and agreeable to their ſti- 
pulations of making uſe of the full power they had | 
to bring about a peace, they determined to continue 
the war; and lord Cheſterfield was prevented from 
making any turther remonſtrances, by being obliged 
to ſet out tor Ireland, in conſequence of the breaking 
out of the rebellion in Scotland [20]. 

The ſituation of domeſtic affairs, indeed, was 
ſuch as to require the moſt prudent management, as 
well as moſt vigorous exertion of power, in the ſe- 
veral parts of the Britiſh empire. England, which 
was ſuppoſed to be out of reach of danger, was ſud- 
denly ſtruck from a cloud that ſeemed to be at firſt no 


— 


— 


[19] This conqueſt was certainly of great impor- hk 
tance, and in the end procured peace; but it was 1 
magnified to ſuch a degree, that the noble duke, then | Co 
at the head of the admiralty, declared, hat if France 
was maſter of Portſmouth, he would hang the man who 
ſhould give up Cape Breton in exchange of it. Apo- | 
logy for a late Reſignation, p. 14. We: 

[20] Ibid, p. 13. 4 


bigger 
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1745 bigger than a man's band [21J. The rebellion that 


— 


broke out about the middle of this year, too much 
deſpiſed in the beginning, ſoon became formidable 
from the weak efforts made to cruſh it proving in- 
effectual. 

Ihe landing of a young and daring adventurer, 
the ſudden and almoſt total ſubmiſſion of Scotland, 
the ſurprizing and routing of an Engliſn army by a 
handful of rebels, were the harbingers of ſtill greater 
misfortunes. An undiſciplined band of mountai- 
neers, hardened by their climate and their zeal, were 
ted on by a few ruined deſperate chiefs, who by a 


ſudden invaſion attempted to ſhake their ſovereign's 


throne. In their hopes of reinforcements they were 
diſappointed z but having ſeized upon Carliſle, unac- 
countably unprovided, they as unaccountably pur- 
ſued their wonderful march towards London. The 
weſtern road being left open to them, they did not fear 


to be overtaken by marſhal Wade, who kept the eaſ- 


tern; and while he ſlowly croſſed the country to 
meaſure the tract they ran over, they nearly gave the 
ſlip to the more alert duke of Cumberland. An uni- 
verſal alarm was now ſpread, and, inſtead of aſking 
whether the miniſtry had any deſign to extinguiſh the 
rebellion, it came to be aſked whether it was in their 
power [22], Every day gave riſe to falſe reports 


from the ſecret well-wiſners to the cauſe, and from 


— K — —V— — — 


8 
— — 


[21] Second Series of Facts and Arguments, &c. 


2 39. 
1220 Ibid. p. 43. 45. 
7 the 
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the miniſterial quarter [23]. Public credit was 17458 


affected, jobbers were encouraged to advance money 
at extravagant rates, and great men to raiſe inactive 
regiments at their own expence [ 24 | The attach- 
ment of the nation to the reigning line of princes, 
under whom alone their liberties and religion could 
be preſerved, was not more conſpicuous than their 
anxiety in being at once deprived of thoſe bleſſings ; 
and one hundred thouſand people in arms dreaded 
the approach of eight thouſand banditti, ill-clothed, 
ill-armed, and ill-fed. This criſis did not laſt long. 
The rebels ſtopped at Derby; and as nothing had 
kept up their ſpirits but the celerity of their march, 
they no ſooner halted, but their courage failed them. 
Freſh diviſions broke out among the chiefs, the mot- 
ley- crew could no longer be kept together at ſuch 
diſtance from home, and they agreed in nothing but 
in turning back.” Their retreat was as expeditious as 
their progreſs had been; they ſtill had the good for- 
tune to out-run the royal army, and next year that 
of ſurprizing and putting to rout an unguarded ge- 
neral, But this ſhght advantage accelerated their 


— . 
— 
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#23] Second Series, &c. p. 44. 

[24] Lord Cheſterfield alluded to the raiſing of 
theſe regiments in his humorous petition to the king, 
re- printed at the end of the collection of letters to 
his ſon, © Your petitioner raiſed ſixteen companies, 
of one hundred men each, at the public expence, 
« in ſupport. of your majeſty's undoubted right to 
«the imperial crown of thele realms,” 
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1745 ruin. The duke purſued them into the heart of their 


— 


country. They were again forced to fly before him, 


and, being puſhed to the northern extremity of the 


Hand, were in fight of their own mountains com. 
pletely defeated by him. 

There was reaſon to apprehend ſtill greater danger 
in Ireland. The ſtate of government there was more 
unſettled, and civilization leſs advanced. Men de. 
prived of their. property, or rendered uneaſy in the 
poſſeſſion of it, were naturally inclined to change, 
As it was obviouſly the intereſt of the pretender to 
tempt his fortune in that iſland which had fo long 


fupported the king he claimed his deſcent from; ſo 


it was natural that he ſhould make a laſt effort in 
the third kingdom, after having been diſappointed 
in the two former. The number of his friends there 
was ſuppoſed to be much more conſiderable. A 
conſtant intercourſe had ſubſiſted between the deſcen- 
dents of the court at St. Germains, and the Iriſh, who 
from their connection and prejudices were inclined 
to the ſame ſide; and the French were much more at 


hand to aſſiſt them. 


Far from being terrified by theſe unfavorable ap- 
pearances, lord Cheſterfield ſet out with great ala. 
crity for his government the laſt day of Auguſt, But 
before he left England, he was willing to ſhew that 
he intended to govern by himſelf. The office of 
principal ſecretary is not only a place of conſiderable 


profit, but it is likewiſe attended with conſiderable 
power, when the lord lieutenant is willing to throw 


upon another the load of public affairs. If the ſecre- 
tary be capable and enterprizing, he becomes the 
principal 
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principal; the governor is eclipſed, and ſhares only 
the odium, but never the honor, of his ſubſtitute's 


management. Several perſons of great abilities as 


well as experience were accordingly propoſed to the 
earl for that important office. But, faithful to the 
rule he had preſcribed to himſelf in his two embaſ- 
ſies, he reſolved to make ſuperior abilities no part 
of the fecretary's qualifications, He liſtened not to 
the intimations of favorites and miniſters : and even 
reliſted the inſinuations of friendſhip, which might 
have determined his choice in favor of Mr. Mallet. 
The gentleman he preferred was the late Richard 
Lyddel, eſq; member of parliament for Boſſiney in 
Cornwall. That gentleman, he ſays, in a letter to 
his fon [25], was a very genteel pretty young fellow, 
but not a man of buſineſs. This was the circumſtance 
which dictared his choice; and on the firſt viſit his 
ſecretary paid him, he told him, Sir, you will receive 
the emoſuments of your place; but I will do the bufmeſs 
myſelf, being determined to have no firft miniſter | 26]. 
In another inſtance he likewiſe choſe to be fingu- 
lar and peremptory. He openly declared, that if, 
during his ſtay in Ireland, any perfon ſhould make a 


So 
— ——Y — ——— — — 


leg] Letter CCLXXIV. 

[26] From the biſhop of Waterford's letters, who 
adds the following circumſtance. © A perſon, when 
* he was in this kingdom, aſked him one day, how 
* he could go through ſo much buſineſs; and re- 
« ceived this 'anfwer, Becauſe T never put off to to- 
* morrow what I can do to-day.” 

ſucceſsful 
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2745 ſucceſsful application to the king, for any place in 


his majeſty's gift, through any other channel but his 
own, he would immediately throw up the lord licy. 
tenancy [27]. Conſcious of his integrity, he cer. 
tainly was right in making this declaration, which 
perhaps would neither have been decent nor eaſily 
attended to, if a man of leſs reſolution and conf. 
quence had at that time ventured to make it. 

On his landing he found the high character he 
had acquired of the greateft ſervice to him. In an 
iſland eſteemed not leſs boiſterous than the element 


that ſurrounds it, he was particularly happy in qui- 


eting and captivating the turbulent diſpoſition of the 
inhabitantsz and Cicero, whom he had conſtantly 
before his eyes as an orator, became alſo the object 
of his imitation in his government. 

The Iriſh parliament aſſembled the 8th of Octo- 
ber. His lordſhip opened the ſeſſion in a manner 
becoming the repreſentative of a great king, addreſ- 
ſing himſelf to a feeling people, with the authority of 
a ruler, and the affection of a father. His diſcourſe 
was admired [28], and the dignity as well as grace- 
fulneſs of his action was a great advantage to it. 


Truth and virtue, as he ſaid of lord Scarborough, 


ſeemed to borrow his voice, and reaſon ſpoke the lan- 
guage of the heart. This gave ſuch a weight to 
what he delivered, that he gained unanimous praiſe 
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and approbition. The auguſt aſſembiy that heard 1745. 
him were convinced that they might truſt him, and 2 


that whatever power was lodged in his hands by the 


king and by themſelves, no other uſe would be made 
of it but what tended to their ſafety arid happineſs. 
A military force and money are generally eſteemed 


the two principal engines of government. The one 
as well as the other are applied for, in times of 


tfouble, with earneſtneſs and avidity, by timid or 


covetous chiefs. Lord Cheſterfield had other reſources. 
He knew, that the fewer wants he diſcovered, the * 
more certain he ſhould be of finding ſupplies in caſe 


of need; and that the affections of the people being 
once ſecured, their perſons and purſes would be at 
his ſervice. 


The regular troops then in Ireland amounted to ſo 


ſmall a number, that they were thought very. inſuffi- 


cient for the defence of the kingdom. Accordingly, 
ſeveral perſons, for very obvious reafons, adviſed that 
four thouſand men ſhould be immediately raiſed. 


Lord Cheſterfield acted differently. The Britiſh ca- 


binet were diſtreſſed; they continually preſſed him 
for aſliſtance, and he conſented to part with four bat- 
talions to reinforce the duke's army. Theſe troops, 
thus transferred from the Triſh to the Engliſh eſta- 
bliſhment,” were afterwards replaced ; but this was 


done, not by the expenſive mode of new regiments, 
Which, from the diſpoſal of the commiſſions, would 
ave enabled the governor to oblige his friends, and 
Increaſe the number of his dependents ; but by addi- 
tional companies, in which the officers children, who 


were deſirous of it, were preſented with enſigns com- 
1 R miſſions, 
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miſſions, which he himſelf ſigned by virtue of his 
majeſty's royal ſign manual for that purpoſe. 

The ſame principle of generoſity directed him both 
in his application for ſupplies, and in the manner of 
raiſing them. He aſked for no more than L. 607,080, 
and part of this ſum was to be applied to the dil. 
charge of a former debt. It was propoſed to raiſe 
this ſum by debentures, which would have been 
ſoon filled, if all thoſe who immediately offered to 
ſubſcribe conſiderable ſums had found: his lordſhip 
ready to receive them. He ſuſpected, that the hope 
of conſiderable advantage was the motive that made 
them ſo preſſing; and upon enquiry he found, that. 
theſe debentures already bore a premium of ſix per 
cent, This would have been thought a very mode- 
rate profit in England, But lord Cheſterfield had 
the good of the people committed to- his care too 
much at heart, not to endeavour to alleviate their 
burthen. He took the reſolution of trying to borrow 
the money without paying intereſt for the firſt year; 
and this experiment, which had never been attempted 
before, ſucceeded to his with. 

A principal article of the expences was the buying 
of arms for the ſervice of the provinces in. caſe. of 
an invalion. It was computed that thirty thouſand 
firelocks and bayonets, and tenthouſand broad ſwords, 
would be neceſſary, for the purchaſe of which ſixty 
thouſand pounds had been voted. If common con- 
tractors had been employed, the money would have 
been ſpent, and perhaps the arms would not have 
been good. Lord Cheſterfield choſe to employ honelt 


as well as intelligent men, and pitched upon two 


officers 
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officers for that ſervice. They were ordered to in- 1745 


ſpect the arms, and to accept of none but after ha- 
ving proved them. Mr. Chenevix, brother to the 
biſhop, and lieutenant-colonel of the carabineers, had 
the management of the arms made at Dublin; and 
the other officer was ſent to Birmingham for the ſame 
purpoſe. They both executed their commiſſion in a 
manner conſiſtent with their character, and anſwerable 
to the noble employer's expectations. There was 
no defect in the arms, and a ſaving in the expence 
of five and twenty thouſand pounds. That ſum was 
applied to many public uſes, and in particular to the 
completing of the buildings in the caſtle. 

In a country, where a majority of the inhabitants 
refuſed allegiance from motives of conſcience, it 
might have been thought adviſeable to expreſs a de- 
teſtation of theſe rebellious principles, and a diſlike to 
thoſe who avowed them. The prevailing religion of 
the country was, with too much reaſon, looked upon 
as the nurſery of blind zeal, diſaffection, and revenge. 


Though it had not the ſame number of followers as 
at the period of the revolution; ſince; inſtead of five 


and thirty to one, which they were then, the Roman 
catholics were now ſuppoſed to be only five times 
more numerous than the Proteſtants; yet ſuch a diſ- 
proportion was alarming. Popery and jacobitiſm 
were ſuppoſed to be inſeparable; and it was thought 
that the only way to check the progreſs and prevent 
the fatal conſequences of either, was ſtriftly to carry 
into execution and inforce the penal laws enacted 
againſt both. 
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Lord Cheſterfield could not poſſibly have been 
cenſured, had he conformed to the method practiſed 
in the three kingdoms, and particularly at this time 
in England. Upon the firſt breaking-out of the 
rebellion, the private Popiſh chapels in the metro- 
polis had been ſearched for, and ordered to be ſhut 
up; proclamations were iſſued, to compel the prieſts 
to leave the capital; and the refractory were impri- 
ſoned and threatened with ſevere puniſnments. The 
new lord lieutenant did not want for adviſers, who 
preſſed him to follow this example. His enlarged 
notions -of humanity and true politics induced him 
to purſue a different and much wiſer courſe. He 
allowed the Roman catholics the free uſe of their 
religion, and, far from attempting to ſhut up their 
places of worſhip, he rather wiſhed them to conti- 
nue open; and prevented any diſturbance from 
being given to thoſe who reſorted to them [29]. His 
view was to dilcover whether the people of that 
denomination remained in the kingdom, or left it to 
&0 over to their ſuppoſed friends in Scotland. To 
be informed of that material fact, he took care to 
engage perſons to attend -at their chapels and fairs, 
and received with great ſatisfaction aſſurances that 
they were both a as much mol as ever. A cer 


— 


[29] A zealous proteſtant, thinking to pay his 
court to the lord lieutenant, came to inform him, 
that one of his coachmen was a Roman' catholic, and 
privately- went to maſs. Does be indeed ? ſaid his 
lordſhip ; well, 7 will 1 care he ſhall never carry 
me there. 


tain 
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tain proof of the confidence they placed in his pro- 1145 
miles, and of their deſire not to moleſt government. 
The deluded adherents to the exiled family were 
treated with equal lenity and prudence. One of 
them, a Roman catholic, who had an eſtate in the 
neighbourhood of Dublin, and was looked upon as 
an agent to the pretender, was privately ſent for to _ 
the caſtle. * Sir, ſaid lord Cheſterfield, I do not 4 
« wiſh to inquire whether you have any particular 
employment in this kingdom, but I know that 
« you have a great intereſt amongſt thoſe of your 
60 perſuaſion. I have ſent for you to exhort them to 
ec be peaceable and quiet. If they behave like faith- 
« ful ſubjects, they ſhall be treated as ſuch ; but, if 
they act in a different manner, I ſhall be worſe to 
te them than Cromwell.” Whether he would have 
really been ſo may be doubted ; but this converſa- 
tion, together with his watchful eye, had ſuch an 
effect, that not one of them ſtirred during the 
whole time of the rebellion, and all the informations 
againſt particular perſons were found abſolutely 
groundleſs. 
His efforts to remove prejudices, and maintain W 
harmony and benevolence, were ſeconded by writers 
whom he encouraged to ſupport the ſame cauſe. 
Dean Swift was ſtill alive, when lord Cheſterfield 
arrived, but reduced to a ſtate of total dotage and 
inſenſibility, which one month after ended in his 1 
death. This ſhort interval was laid hold of, to pub- | 
liſh under his name a new letter of a drapier [ 30] 1 


4 
6 + 
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[39] The dean's famous letters under that name 
are ſufficiently known. 
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MEMOIRS OF 
to the good people of Ireland, and particularly to 
the poor Papiſts. It was ſo much in the dean's ſtile, 


and was fo greedily received, that it went through a 


variety of editions in a month's time. Indeed the 
many ſtrokes of wit and humour that it contained, 
would induce me to ſaſpett that his lordſhip had 
ſome ſhare in it, 

Berkeley, the biſhop of Cloyne, employed himſelf 
in the ſarne cauſe, perhaps more uſefully than in his 
recommendation of tar-water, or in his dialogues 
againſt matter. His letter to the Roman catholics 
of his dioceſe was worthy of a Chriſtian biſhop. He 
endeavored to diſſuade his fellow- citizens and neigh- 
bours from falling into the ſame errors, which had 
been ſo fatal to their fathers; and, appealing to 
their reaſon, convinced them that their ſituation was 
as advantageous as they could wiſh it to be, and that 
it would' be the height of imprudence to engage in 
a dangerous cauſe, to which neither intereſt did in. 
vite, nor © conſcience did oblige RT 

Reaſon never ſpeaks in vain; the moſt hardened 
are inſenſibly ſoftened by its voice, The Iriſh prieſts, 
ſenſible of the gentleneſs of the preſent adminiſtration, 
g- operated with their Proteſtant brethren to main- 
rain order and tranquillity. Their paſtoral letters, 
public diſccurſes from the pulpit, and private admo- 
nitions, were equally directed for the lervice of go: 
vernment. 

IT be ill- grounded apprehenſions of the friends to 
the preſent ſyſtem were not leſs to be guarded againſt, 
than the enterpriſes of its enemies. This was by 


much the moſt difficylt taſk ; but lord Cheſterfs1d 
Rk of was 
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was equally ſucceſsful in encouraging the former and 1745 
diſarming the latter. By conſtantly appearing to be 


afraid of nothing [3 1J, he ſpread an univerſal belief 
that nothing was to be feared, and by the ridicule 
he threw upon the violent meaſures which were pro- 
poſed to him, he manifeſted his deſire of abſtaining 
from them till there was real danger. 

In the mean while, he negle&ted no precautions, 
and prepared himſelf for all events [32]. If the re- 


bellion 


— 
— — 


* — — 


[31] An inſtance of his lordſhip's calmneſs and 
preſence of mind on this occaſion has been given me 
by the biſhop of Waterford. © I cannot, ſays he, 
« forbear to mention a pun of his lordſhip's, which 
« ſhews his quickneſs at repartee, and that he had 
« the beſt informations of the diſpoſitions of the 
% Roman catholics, and was not afraid of them. The 
« yice-treaſurer, Mr. Gardner, a man of a good cha- 
« racter and a conſiderable fortune, waited upon him 
one morning, and in a great fright told him, that 
« he was aſſured, upon good authority, that the peo- 
„ ple in the province of Connaught were actually 
« riſing, Upon which lord Cheſterfield took out his 
“watch, and with great compoſure anſwered him, 
« It is nine o'clock, and certainly time for them to riſe ; 
« T therefore believe your news to be true.” 

[32] The following information, which gives a 
ſingular inſtance of lord Cheſterfield's vigilance in his 
vice-royalty, has been communicated by the biſhop 
of Waterford, It is given in the words of the gal- 
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1745 bellion had reached Ireland, he had taken the reſoly. 


tion of commanding the army in perſon. Though 
he 


C 


— * = —— * —_— ih. — 


— 


lant and active captain Mercer, from whom the in. 


formation comes. 


In the year 1745, captain Mercer was ordered to 
convoy the earl of Cheſterfield from Holyhead to his 
government of Ireland, where he landed on the 3 iſt 
of Auguſt, In November following, a large flect of 
Eaſt India-men arrived in the harbour of Galway, 
where his excellency and the commiſtioners thought 


proper to ſend down a number of revenue officers, 


to preyent ſmuggling. On which occaſion moſt of 
captain Mercer's crew and officers were ſent on that 
ſervice by land, and his veſſel unrigged and laid up, 
But lord Cheſterfield having received letters from 
Belfaſt, in the county of Antrim, that the rebels had 
taken poſſeſſion of Glaſgow; and that there were 
three or four hundred boats aſſembled off Air, Irwin, 
and Salt Coats, which were but a ſmall diſtance from 
the Iriſh coaſt, people were much alarmed, leſt an 
invaſion was intended, and hoped for ſome aſſiſtance 
by ſea. Their tears were ſo great, that they were 
even burying their linen, plate, &c. under ground ; 
and no men of war being then. on the Iriſh coaſt, 


his excellency ſent for captain Mercer late at night, 


and informed him of the melancholy accounts he had 
received z and that he knew of no means which 
could fo ſpeedily eaſe the people's minds as his failing 
directly to Belfaſt, to find out the deſign of that 
large fleet of boats, and to give the natives every con- 

7 folation 
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he was himſelf no ſoldier, he believed that he could 
aſſiſt with his counſels thoſe who were. In a con- 


verſation 


72. 


— 


ſolation and aſſiſtance in his power. Captain Mercer 
told his excellency, that his ſhip was unrigged, his 
officers and crew at Galway, and that he had no me- 
thod of ſailing but by ſhipping a new crew, which 
muſt be done by approbation of the board of revenue. 
Lord Cheſterfield, though it was then very late at 
night, had Mr, Gray, one of the commiſſioners, raiſed 


out of bed to give the neceſſary orders, and after-. 


wards hoped captain Mercer would be equipped in 
a few days. Immediately captain Mercer, with the 
few men he had left and ſome aſliſtants, began to 
rigg his ſhip and get proviſions on board, and the 
next morning was ſo lucky as to have ſhipped a com- 
plete crew, when he waited upon his excellency, to 
inform him he was ready to ſail, and only waited his 
commands; which were, to gain every intelligence 
of the rebels motions, and to deliver diſpatches from 
the lords of the admiralty to two ſloops of war, com- 
manded by the captains Duff and Knowell, which 
were cruiſing between the Clyde and the iſle of Man, 
to prevent ſpirits or any other liquors going from 
thence to the rebels. He was fortunate enough to 
tall-in with them the next day, and then ſtood over 
to the coaſt of Scotland, where he diſcovered that 
the fleet of boats, which had ſo much alarmed the 
people on the Northern coaſt of Ireland, were only 
hſhing for herrings. This intelligence, in a great 
meaſure, diſſipated their fears, and captain Mercer 
{HER | | continued 
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1745 verſation which he had with his chaplain, he told 
him that he would never ſubmit to the pretender's 
government, but play with him double or quits. 
This, he ſaid, was an expreſſion which he borrowed 
from the earl of Devonſhire, in anſwer to a meſſage 
which he received at his feat in Derbyſhire from 
king James II, upon the landing of the prince of 
Orange. That unfortunate monarch was weak enough 
to offer him, that if he would be his friend, he would 
remit the fine of thirty thouſand pounds ſterling laid 
on him for having truck a perſon within the verge 
of the court. | 

The proteſtants in general gave on this occaſion 
uncommon marks of zeal. All of them were not 
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continued on that ſtation till the ſpring of the year, 
giving lord Cheſterfield every intelligence he could 
receive by keeping up a correſpondence with general 
Campbell, father to the preſent duke of Argyll, who 
arrived ſoon after with a frigate of war and two 
tranſports laden with arms and money, to raiſe and 
pay the Argyliſhire militia. In the month of April, 
the rebels quitted the weſt of Scotland, and captain 
Mercer was ordered to convoy his excellency the 
carl of Cheſterfield to Cheſter, where, ſoon after their 
landing, they received intelligence of the duke of 
Cumberland having totally defeated the rebels at 
Culloden. 

Captain Mercer commanded at that time a ſmall 
frigate of ten guns and fifty men, in the ſervice af 
the revenue. 


equally 


as. + 
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equally acceptable. Some great men applied for 1745 
leave to raiſe regiments; but this propoſal was re- 
jetted by lord Cheſterfield. . He thought it burthen- 
ſome to the ſtate, uſeleſs in point of ſervice, and only 
calculated to promote private views. No man hated 
a job, and deſpiſed jobbers, more than he. 
On a very different footing were the aſſociations 
formed by the Proteſtants of different provinces, and 
eſpecially of thoſe which might have been moſt ex- 
poſed to inſurrections from within, or attempts from 
abroad. To be armed, and ready for defence, could 
at no time be improper; and thoſe who, ſenſible of 
the bleſſings they enjoyed under a ſettled govern- 
ment, put themſelves in a condition to fight for what 
is moſt dear to men, their laws, liberty, and religion, 
muſt at all times be an overmatch againſt private in- 
cendiaries or audacious invaders. This laudable 
ſpirit diſplayed itſelf and was encouraged in a par- 
ticular manner in different parts of- the kingdom. 
The county of Antrim alone furniſhed upwards of 
thirty thouſand men; and the city of Dublin pro- 
vided a regiment of horſe militia conſiſting of ſix 
thouſand men, three of foot of two thouſand men 
each, beſides ſeveral independent companies, and a 
corps of three hundred men volunteers [33]. | 
As it was owing to the lord lieutenant” s vigilance 
and reſolution that the French and Spaniards did not 
attempt to land any troops in Ireland during the time 
of the rebellion, it was likewiſe an effect of his pru- 
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[33] Rolt's Hiſtory of the laſt Wat. 
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2745 dence and moderation that the horrors of a civil war 


did not reach that country. Diſtinctions of parties 
ſeemed to be aboliſhed, and animoſities to be forgot- 
ten as well as prejudices and ſuſpicions. Religion 
became, what it ought to be, a bond of union inflead 
of an inſtrument of diſcord : ſuperſtition was en- 
lightened, and fanaticiſm diſarmed. Hence a phæno- 
menon took place, not often beheld in times of tran- 
quillity. Proteſtants and Roman catholics, natives 
and ſtrangers, well-wiſhers and enemies to the pre. 
tender, all alike influenced by the example of their 
benevolent governor, indulged, reſpected, and would 
have loved one another, if he had continued a longer 
time among them. 

It is the province of hiſtory to perpetuate the tran. 
actions of an adminiſtration, which it will ever be the 
intereſt of future lord lieutenants to ſtudy and to 
imitate. Unprovided as we are with ſufficient ma- 
terials, we muſt content ourſelves with mentioning a 
few detached facts and general obſervations, which 
have been tranſmitted to us | 34 ]. | 

Lord Cheſterfield, on his arrival in Ireland, found 
himſelf obſtructed in his deſire of rewarding merit 
and public ſervices, The reverſion of places granted 
by his predeceſſors to their friends left him but little 
to beſtow. He reſolved not to give the ſame reaſon 
of complaint to his ſucceſſors, He accordingly never 
would grant any reverſion; and even reſiſted the ſol- 


— 
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340 Chiefly from the biſhop of Waterford's in- 
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lvitations of a perſon for whom he had a particular 1745 


regard; being determined, as he told one of his 
friends, to leave the kingdom with clean hands in 
every reſpect. | 

He thought the only honeſt and effectual methods, 


to be employed with regard to Roman catholics, 


were good uſage, fupporting the charity-ſchools, and 


adhering ſtrictly to the gavel act [35]. The Popiſh 
religion and influence could not, he laid [ 36], be ſub- 


dued by force, but might be undermined and de- 
ſtroyed by art. Slight of hand was neceſſary rather 
than a heavy hand. He therefore wiſhed that the 


law, by which Papiſts are reſtrained in Ireland from 


purchaſing land, was annulled. By that indulgence 
he beheved that their money would be kept in the 
kingdom, the government would have the ſtrongeſt 
pledge of their fidelity, and ſooner or later the eſtates 
would revert to proteſtants, 
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[35] By that act, all popiſh eſtates, at the death 
of the late popiſh poſſeſſor, are divided in equal parts, 
ſhare and ſhare alike, among his popiſh relations who' 
are the neareſt of kin, if they all continue in their 
religion; but if one of them turn proteſtant, he be- 
comes the heir at law. As lord Cheſterfield approved 
of that act, I cannot help thinking that even he him- 
elf was not abſolutely free from all prejudices on that 
ſubject. | 
[36] Lord Cheſterfield's letters to the biſhop of 
| Waterford, book III. letter XXI. 

A pub- 
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A public regiſter of Popiſh prieſts, with a limita- 
tion of their number, had engaged his thoughts, but 
he feared that it would be impoſſible to get the con- 
ſent of parliament. He found that the members 


were ſtill too much blinded by prejudices of ſe&- 


animoſity to treat the ſubject of Popery with temper 
and moderation. The late lord Clanbrazil however, 
ſome years afterwards, brought into the houſe of lords 
a bill of the like nature; but lord Cheſterfield's 
ſuſpicions were verified; the bill was firſt clogged 
with unjuſt clauſes, and afterwards rejected. 

Among the alterations which he propoſed, that 
which he had moſt at heart was to diſpenſe all Papiſts 
from taking the oaths of ſupremacy and abjuration, 
which no real papiſt could take; but to ſubſtitute to 
theſe the following ſolemn form of an oath of al- 
legiance: : 

« A. B. duly conſidering the ſacred nature of an 
„ oath, and the horrible crime of perjury, which by 
e all religions in the world is juſtly abhorred as a moſt 
« damnable fin, do moſt ſincerely promiſe and ſwear 
< that I will be faithful and bear true allegiance to 


4 his majeſty king George the ſecond : ſo help me 


te that great and eternal God, who knows my 1nmoſk 
thoughts, and whom I now moſt ſolemnly call upon 
to atteſt the truth of them.“ The perſon taking 
ſuch an oath his lordſhip would have obliged to re- 
cite it diſtinctly and deliberately, and not be allowed 
to mutter it over in the indecent manner in which 


_ oaths are generally taken [37}. 


R 


(37] Lord Cheſterfield's 1 to the biſhop "of 


Waterford, book LEI. letter XXI. le 
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If his lordſhip had returned to Ireland, he would 1745 


have ordered new barracks to be built in thoſe parts 
of the kingdom which are not amenable to the laws 
of the country, By this proviſion he wiſhed to make 
the inhabitants know that there is a God, a king, 
and a government | 38 ]. 


No perlon in ſo high a ſtation was ever more caly 
of acceſs. His door was open generally from nine 


in the morning to three in the afternoon, to any one 
who requeſted an audience, Nobody appeared in 
fear before him, none retired diſcontented. His 
manner of granting favors added to their value; and 
his refuſals were ſoftened with engaging marks of 
concern. Where he could redreſs, he did it ſpeedily, 
and was particularly ready to aſſiſt the weak againſt 
the oppreſſions of the ſtrong [ 39 ]. 


During 


ed. —_— 


[48] From private information of the biſhop of 
Waterford. 

[ 39 ] The following fad, which may be depended 
upon, is a proof of this aſſertion. A very conſidera- 
dle gentleman of the county of Kerry, and member 
of parliament, was indebted to a neighbouring tradeſ- 


man, who had frequently applied to him for the pay- 


ment of his juſt demand. The tradeſman going one 
day to the gentleman's houſe to renew his application, 
the latter ordered his ſervants to tie him to the pump 
and horſewhip him. Theſe orders were obeyed with 

the utmoſt ſeverity. The poor man came up to 
Dublin with his complaints to the lord lieutenant, 
who 
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During his lordfhip's reſidence at Dublin, reſpe& 
for the dignity of his office as viceroy prevailed over 
his natural propenſities as a man, —No pharaoh table, 
or high gaming of any kind, was permitted at the 
caſtle; he entirely aboliſhed the perquiſites of the 
groom-porter, and, to make it up to an officer on 
half-pay who had the place, he procured a penſion 
of ſixty pounds for his daughter, and gave his ſon a 
commiſſion in the army. 

One day at his levee he obſerved an officer with 
ſcars in his face. He found upon inquiry that he was 
a captain on half- pay, and a perſon of good cha- 
rater. The ſcars, he likewiſe was informed, were 
the honorable marks of wounds received in his ma- 
jeſty's ſervice. A nobleman of his benevolence 
wanted no further recommendation; and the firſt 
opportunity that offered he gave a company to that 
brave man. 

The pay of the officers of the yeomen of the guards 
having been repreſented to him as inſufficient, it was 
raiſed at his ſollicitation. But no one had ſpoken to 
him in favor of the private men; whom however he 
thought equally intitled to an augmentation. One 
evening, as he returned to the caſtle, attended by 


ſome of the yeomen, called in Dublin Sattle- ares, he 


told one of them, I ſuppoſe you have heard that the 


P42 * * 
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who immediately directed a ſpecial commiſſion of 
oyer and terminer to repair to that county and try the 
cauſe ; the conſequence of which was, that the gentle 
man was finẽd in a very heavy 9 
S pay 


LORD CHESTERFIELD. . SECT. v. 


you apply to ſome of your friends to ſpeak to me in 
your favor? Upon their anſwering that they had no 
friends, he aſked them, what do you think of me? 
am ſure you deſerve an increaſe as well as your of- 
fcers, and I will be your friend, He accordingly 
ſoon afterwards raiſed their pay, 

He procured, unaſked, the title of earl of Bleſſing- 
ton to lord viſcount Montjoy, in conſequence of the 
ſteady attachment of that family to the Proteſtant in- 
tereſt, Lord Montjoy's lady, who was an heireſs of 
a diſtinguiſhed family, and greatly attached to an 
only fon a moſt promiſing youth [40], was very 
much ſurpriſed when he complimented her on that 
occaſion, He likewiſe procured the fame diſtinction 
for two other viſcounts, viz. for the late lord Tyrone 
father to the preſent earl, and for lord Grandiſon. 

Soon after lord Cheſterfield's return from his firſt 
embaſſy in Holland, Dr. Berkeley preſented him with 
his Minute Philoſopher, which was juſt then pub- 
liſhed, and met with uncommon approbation, His 
lordſhip eſteemed the author ſtill more than the 
book; but no intimacy ſubſiſted between them. 
When he came to Dublin, with the power as well as 
deſire of rewarding merit, he embraced the firſt op- 
portunity of ſnhewing his regard for fo reipectable a 
character, and accordingly made an offer to the Doctor 


—— th ee 


[40] This young nobleman died of the ſmall-pox 
at Paris, to the incxpreflible regret of his mother, who, 
o the day of her death, never forgave herſelf nor 
having had him inoculated. 

Yor. J. 8 of 


273 
pay of your officers has been raiſcd. Why don't 1745 


— — 


— * — 


274 
1745 


_—_,—— 


1740 


which was ſoon extinguiſhed. 
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of changing his biſhopric of Cloyne for that of 
Clogher, which was of a much greater value. This 
conſideration had no influence upon a philoſopher, 
who had nothing little in his compoſition, He could 
not bear even the ſuſpicion of having been bribed to 
write in favor of government, and therefore declined 
the exchange. 

The moſt diſtinguiſhed perſons in Ireland for their 
talents and merit were thoſe with whom lord Cheſter. 
field was the molt intimate. He uſed chiefly to con- 
{ult the lord chancellor Jocelyn, Dr. Stone then 
biſhop of Derry, and afterwards through his inter- 
polition raiſed to the primacy, Anthony Malone 
prime ſerjeant, Sir Richard Cox, lord chief juſtice 
Singleton afterwards maſter of the rolls, Mr. Foſter 
now lord chief baron, and eſpecially Dr. Edward Synge 
biſhop of Elphin. He entertained the higheſt opinion 


of Dr. Synge's integrity and abilities, and from mo- 


tives of regard for him promoted his brother from 


the archdeaconry of Dublin to the ſee of Killaloe. 
A perſon having told lord Cheſterfield that the pub- 
lic was at a loſs to know by what -intereſt he had 
been made a biſhop, his anſwer was becauſe he 


thought his brother the biſhop of Elphin deſerved 


two biſhoprics. 

There was no oppoſition raiſed in either of the 
houſes of parliament during lord Cheſterfield's ad- 
miniſtration. A ſmall flame only was kindled in the 
houſe of commons juſt before the cloſe of the ſeſſion, 
As this trifling diſpute 
had been raiſed by the maſter of the. Rolls, the lord 
lieutenant ſent for him, and after having heard what he 

had 
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had to fay in vindication of his conduct, « Maſter,” 
ſaid his excellency, “ you muſt do the king's buſineſs, 
« or be turned out of your employment ; and, if you 
are, I ſhall not do with you as they do in Eng- 
« land, for you ſhall never come in again as long as 
«.] have any power.“ The maſter, finding the lord 
| Heutenant fo peremptory, was glad to ſubmit. If his 
_ poſt had become vacant during the time of his admi- 
niſtration, he intended to have procured it for Mr, 
Anthony Malone; but to have obliged him to aſlſiſt 
the lord chancellor as the maſter of the rolls does in 
England, whereas in Ireland the place was a mere 
ſine-· cure. 

Though compliments, and eſpecially in verſe, 
beſtowed upon perſons in high ſtations, are ſeldom 
to be depended on; yet when they come from dif- 
ferent quarters, and particularly when they .expreſs 
the language of the heart, and remain uncontra- 


dicted, even though nothing more is to be f-ared or 


expected from thoſe to whom they are addreſſed, 
truth may be gathered from them. The Iriſh mules 
were very fruitful in their productions in praiſe of 
lord Cheſterfield while governor of Ireland, as well as 
of the counteſs [41]; and it would be equally dif- 
ficult to enumerate them, and to point out the beſt. 


* — 
— 8 — — — * — 
9 by 


[41] To her was addreſſed a copy of verſes by 
Mr. Jones, a bricklayer, who had complimented lord 
Cheſterfield on his arrival at Dublin, and now took 
occaſion of her ladyſhip's obtaining a pardon for two 


deſerters, to pay his reſpects to her. 
8 2 One 
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1746 One of the ſhorteſt may be ſeen in the note [42]; 

” and, if I am not miſtaken, the ode, which was in- 
{ſcribed to his lordſhip on his receiving the ſeals of 
lecretary of ſtate in England, ny not be thought un- 
worthy of preſervation. 

What has been ſaid of verſes holds equally good in 
regard to common dedications, the value of which is 
exactly in an inverſe ratio to what the authors receive 
or expect for their panegyric. The following ad- 
dreſs, therefore, by the contrary rule, may claim an 
exception, It came from Mr. Prior, a gentleman 
who had an eſtate of about / 500 a year, and, what 
is preferable to any eſtate, a communicative diſpo- 
ſition without any ſelfiſh views. Lord Cheſterfield 
offered him an employment; but he refuſed it, ſaying 
that he wanted nothing, and would not accept of any 
thing. As he had every ſcheme at heart, which he 
thought for the advantage of his country, and was an 
intimate friend of biſhop Berkeley, he caught his 
enthuſiaſm, and became a public advocate in favor 
of tar-water, To the narrative of caſes which he 
publiſhed this year, he prefixed a dedication to the 


* . 


_y — — — S 


44] Stanhope each purpoſe of his breaſt 
To gen'rous views conſign'd; 
And choſe his mcthod to be bleſt 
By blefling all mankind. 


Stanhope, though high thy tranſports glow, 
To one falſe ſtep deſcend ; | 

Or you'll incur the dang”rous woe 
Or him whom all commend, 


lord 
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lord lieutenant, Such a man might be miſtaken in 
his opinion of medicine, but could not be bribed in 
favor of any perſon ; and we may believe him, when 
he gives to a nobleman, whom he refuſed for his 
patron, a head to diſcern, and a heart to apply; when 
he holds forth to poſterity his adminiſtration as 
founded on a thorough knowledge of the intereſts of 
the country; when he repreſents his management as 


equally generous of his own, and frugal of the pub- 


lic treaſure; and, laſtly, when he owns himſelf at a 
loſs which to admire moſt, the true policy or the pro- 
bity of the governor. 

The phyſico- hiſtorical ſociety, eſtabliſhed two years 
before at Dublin, with a view to make inquiries con- 
cerning the natural and civil hiſtory of the different 
counties in Ireland, in order to perpetuate their anti- 
quities, and to introduce uſeful improvements, con- 
ſulted their own intereſts as well as the public voice 
in electing their new governor for their preſident. 
He became their patron, encouraged their purſuits, 
and received this year the firſt-fruits of their labours 
in the deſcription of the antient and preſent ſtate of 
the county and town of Waterford, which was dedi— 
cated to him by Mr. Charles Smith the author. 
The tract now offered to your lordſhip,” ſays the 
dedicator, © though but a deſcription of a remote cor- 


„ner of the kingdom, may alford ſome idea of the 


country, which, under your excellency's prudent 
„ adminiſtration, has the happinels to enjoy a ſerenity 
at preſent unknown to the greateſt part of Europe; 
and it is not doubted, but that, under your influence, 
8 the will become every day more and more an add 

8 3 « tional 
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1745 „* tional increaſe of ſtrength and honor to the neigh. 


& bouring kingdom, which has ſo long nouriſhed and 
& protected her.“ 

That theſe were the ſentiments and expectations of 
the whole nation, appears from the warm expreſſions 
of all the public bodies, on the lord lieutenant's pre- 
paring for his return to England; but eſpecially from 
the ſilence of envy, both at that time and c ver after. 
To be as much regretted when he quitted his employ- 
ment as he had been extolled when he entered upon 
it, is a glory ſingularly attached to the earl of Cheſter. 
field, whoſe name ſtill continues dear to that grateful 
and reſpectable people. His buſt placed in the caſtle 
does him the greater honor, as it was fixed with public 
agclamations, and out of part of the ſavings of the 
public money. 

Truly ſenſible of the nation's eſteem, ne conſcious 
that he deſerved it, he took his leave of their repre- 
ſentatives in parhament, in a ſpeech equally well ex- 
preſſed and received as that which he made on their 
firſt meeting. Happy the man, who, ſpeaking of 


himſelf, is ſure that the voice of the public will be the 


echo of his own, 

Upon his leaving the country, he deſired the lord 
chancellor, the biſhop of Elphin, and the lord chief 
Juſtice, to conſider of any laws that might be for the 
advantage of the kingdom, and to have them ready 
againſt his return. 

Unfortunately for Ireland, that event never hap- 
pened. Perſons of all ranks, denominations, and re- 
ligions, followed him with his lady to the water: ſide, 
to whic h he walked, and from which he publicly em- 

5 barked. 
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barked. The biſhop of Waterford, who was preſent 1745 


at this pleaſing but melancholy proceſſion, expreſſes 
in the moſt feeling manner the univerſal acclamations 
of the people, who praiſed him, bleſſed him, and in- 
treated him to return. But that return became per- 
haps leſs neceſſary, as the complete victory, which 
providence was pleaſed to grant to the Britiſh army 
under the command of his royal highneſs the duke of 
Cumberland | 43! at the battle of Culloden, put a 
moſt happy end to the rebellion, and reſtored quiet to 
both iſlands. Yet to a man of lord Cheſterfield's hu- 
manity, the ſcenes which always attend a rebellion 
mult have been particularly diſtreſſing. 

The affairs of the continent were far from having 
been amended by the diverſion in Scotland; and the 
new miniſtry, though maſters of a ſuperior intereſt in 
parliament, by no means enjoyed the confidence of 
their ſovereign. So little indeed was he ſatisfied with 
their management, that he had attempted to recall the 
diſmiſſed miniſter, now become earl of Granville, of 
whoſe ſpirit and abilities in continental affairs he en- 
tertained a much higher opinion than of thoſe of his 
rivals. The earl ſpoke the king's own language, and 
had done more for the electorate than even his prede- 


— — 
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[43] Lord Chefterfield, in a letter he wrote to the 


duke in the beginning of 1746, expreſſed himſelf in 
this remarkable manner: © As Scotland has been 
* the cradle, I moſt earneſtly wiſh and hope it will 
* become the grave of the rebellion, under the au- 
* ſpicious command of your royal highneſs.“ 
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1745 ceſſor Walpole. But thoſe who had turned him out 


before were ſtill againſt him, and by threatening to 
reſign all together obliged the maſter to part with 
his miniſter, who kept the ſeals only three days [44] 

Before we conſider the ſhare which lord Cheſter. 
field had in the adminiſtration, and take a view of him 


— ——ũ——ũ—ꝓ — — — 
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44] Lord Cheſterfield did not join with the mi— 
niſters in this meaſure; for though he was very 
very much attached to his friends in adminiſtration, 
he knew his duty to his ſovereign, in the ſtation he 
then filled, too well to have taken fo unjuſtifiable a 
ſtep. After his lordſhip was become ſecretary of ſtate, 
and was in ſome meaſure reſtored to his former inter- 
courſe with his old maſter; the king talking of what 
had paſſed, and in particular complaining of the ill 
treatment of his miniſters at that time, took occaſion 
to aſk his lordſhip in a kind manner, whether he 
would have continued 1n his ſervice if lord Granville 
had not given up the ſeals. To this lord Cheſterfield 
very candidly replied, “ Sir, nothing ſhauld have 
% tempted me to have quitted your majeſty's ſervice 
« while I was in Ireland, and a rebellion raging in 
% your dominions. I think you might have very 
« juſtly tried me by martial law for quitting my poſt, 
6 It is certainly true, fir, that it was my reſolution, as 
« ſoon as I returned to your majeſty's prelence, to 
« beg your permiſſion to quit your ſervice.” This 


frank declaration was ſo far from diſplealing the mo— 


narch, that he graciouſly ſaid, ** My lord, I was al- 
„ ways ſure you would act like a man of honor.“ 


as 
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as a ſtateſman, after having attended him as a nego- 1746 

tiator and a governor, let us be permitted to obſerve 

bim in the ſtill more intereſting character of a father. 

Not having the happineſs of being bleſſed with a le- | 
gitimate offspring, he had transferred all his affections 
upon the natural ſon before-mentioned, and endea- 
voured to render him worthy of the name of Stanhope. 
While ſtill a child, the care of inſtilling into his mind 
the rudiments of learning and the principles of mora- 
lity had been committed to a French clergyman be- 
longing to the ſame chapel which his own preceptor 
had enjoyed [45]. That clergyman's gentleneſs of 
manners, and enlarged way of thinking, highly quali- 
fied him for ſuch a truſt. The famous Mr. Maittaire 
was at the fame time employed in teaching him Latin. 
From theſe two maſters every thing could be expected 
except the graces. Theſe are not frequently found 
at Weſtminſter ſchool, where young Stanhope was 
ſent by his father, and where he acquired a great fund 
of claſſical erudition. All this time we behold with 
pleaſure his fond parent, amidſt his important func- 
tions at Dublin, keeping up a conſtant correſpondence 
with him, exciting his induſtry, enjoying his ſucceſs, 
and mixing pleaſantry with the moſt endearing ad- ry 
monitions, * As ſoon as I return to England, ſays 

« he in one of his letters [46], there is a book that [ 

* ſhall read over very carefully, a book that I pub- 
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45] The rev. Mr. Codere, miniſter of the French 
chapel in Berwick-ſtreet. 


[46] Letters to his fon, letter LXXVI. 
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« liſhed not quite fourteen years ago: it is a ſmall 
« quarto, and though I ſay it myſelf, there is ſome. 
ce thing good in it, but at the ſame time it is incorrect, 
and ſo inaccurate that I muſt have a better edition 
of it publiſhed, which I will carefully reviſe and 
correct. It will ſoon be much more generally read 
* than it has been yet, and therefore it is neceſſary 
e that it ſhould progire in lucem multo emendaticr.” 
Had lord Cheſterfield propoſed to himſelf no other 
view than to make his ſon fit for the middle, and per- 
haps the more happy ſtation of life, his ſucceſs would 
have bcen complete. But he wiſhed to qualify him 
for a more ſhining ſituation, or, to hazard his own ex- 
preſſion, to raiſe him upon a higher pedeſtal than his 
figure would bear, The ſcience of the world is ful! 
as neceſſary as that of books for ſuch a ſituation ; and 
the young man, though not unfavorably treated by 
nature, required the aſſiſtance of art. The penetrat- 
ing eye of his father ſoon diſcovered to him his fon's 


_ deficiencies, and he immediately reſolved to ſeck 


abroad for the remedy, which he deſpaired of finding 
at home, His view was, to unite what he never had 
met with before in any one individual, the ſolid learn- 
ing of his own nation, and the eaſe, manners, and 
graces, which he thought were to be found no where 
but in France [47]. The war did not permit him to 
ſend Mr. Stanhope immediately to that great ſchool 
of politeneſs, and he wiſhed to prepare him gradually 
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[47] French letters in this collection, book I. let- 
ter XIV. | | 
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for thoſe regions of taſle, by making him ſpend a few 1746 


years in Germany and Italy. To preſerve the inte- 
grity of his heart untainted, and to cultivate his mind, 
he put him under the care of Mr. Harte, a gentle- 
man of Oxford | 48 }, who had been recommended to 
him by his friend lord Lyttelton, That gentleman 
certainly had none of the amiable connecting qualifi- 
cations, which the earl wiſhed in his fon. But this 
was not all; as neither the taſte, profeſſion, nor indeed 
perſon of this new guide, would allow him to attend 
his pupil in polite company, he too often, eſpecially 
in Italy, truſted him to his young countrymen, who 
made him acquainted with the worſt, We have rea- 
ſon to ſuſpect that Mr, Harte's partiality to Greek, 
Latin, German law, and Gothic erudition, rendered 
him rather remiſs in other points, Whoever will 
take the trouble of tracing the different ſteps. of Mr. 
Stanhope's education, will perceive that this funda- 
mental error in the plan was the ſource of all the fu- 
ture miſtakes in his conduct. The graces eſcaped ; 
and ſome at leaſt of the virtues were loſt. 

A ſevere fit of illneſs obliged lord Cheſterfield to 
have recourſe to the faculty, the profeſſors of which he 
alternately truſted and abuſed [ 49 |, Thanks, how- 


1 — 
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[48] The character which lord Cheſterfield gave to 
a female correſpondent of that gentleman's qualifica- 
tions (Ibid. let. XIV.) ſhews ſufficiently the impro- 
priety of the choice. We ſhall have opportunities of 
adding ſome touches to the picture, 
[49] Letters to his ſon. 
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i746 ever, to them, and the Bath waters, he was ſoon 


— 


reſtored to health. 

The important ſervices which his lordſhip had 
performed, both in Holland and Ireland, had in a 
great meaſure removed his majeſty's prejudices 
againſt him; and the friend of his youth was likely 
to recover his former aſcendency over him. The 
pleaſures of private and ſocial life are ſeldom known 
to kings. If any perſon could have inſpired the taſte 


of them to the monarch, it would certainly have 


been a nobleman, not more diſtinguiſhed by the bril. 
liancy of his converſation, than by the engaging 
ſweetneſs of his manners. Aſſiduous in paying his 
court at thoſe hours when kings may ſometimes lay 
aſide majeſty and remember they are men, and ready 


to ſeize any opportunity to divert and to pleaſe, he 


ſometimes ſuccceded in unbending the brow of his 
maſter, and ſeducing him into a laugh [50]; an art 


of greater importance than is commonly imagined, 
Toy It 


50] An inſtance of this happened ſoon after our 
ear] was appointed ſecretary of ſtate. One of the 
greateſt places had been allotted by the reigning 
miniſter to a perſon whom the king particularly dit- 
liked. He refuſed to conſent to the nomination ; and 
he did it in fo peremptory a manner, that none of 
the members of the cabinet dared to ſpeak to him 
any more about 1t. Lord Cheſterfield was deſired to 
undertake it; and one morning he waited upon the 
king with the commiſſion ready to be filled up. As 
ſoon as he mentioned the name, the monarch angrily 


refuſed, 
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It is therefore by no means ſurprizing that the ſove- 
reign ſhould have wiſhed to draw near to his perſon 
the poſſeſſor of that art, and it would be more ſo 
that the old and prime miniſter, as jealous of his 
power as a lover 1s of his miſtreſs, ſhould have con- 
ſented to ſee him ſo near the beloved object. But 
the fear of another favorite (till within call [51] 
made him conſent to ſubſtitute the only man who 
could counterbalance a more unpopular but more 
dangerous rival. 

Lord Harrington | 52], ſecretary of ſtate for the 
northern department, as the duke of Newcaſtle was 
for the ſouthern, had long felt the inequality of this 
aſſociation, Convinced of the ruinous tendency of 
a land war under the preſent circumſtances, he refuſed 


— — — — - — 
— 


refuſed, and ſaid, I would rather have the devil. With 
all my heart, replied the earl; I only beg leave to 
put your majeſty in mind, that the commiſſion is 
indited 70 our right-iruſty and right wel! beloved couſin. 


— — — — ——— — — 


This ſally had its effect; the king laughed, and ſaid, 


My lord, do as you pleaſ?. 

[51] Apology, &c. p. 22. 

[52] Lord Harrington had loſt all credit with the 
king from the time he had joined in the reſignation 
with the reſt of the miniſters ; and his majeſty, find- 
Ing the opportunity favorable to his wiſhes, was deter- 
mined to get rid of him. He carried his reſentment 
ſo far, that it was with the utmoſt difficulty Mr. 


Pelham, and the reſt of the adminiſtration, could 


prevail on his majeſty to ſuffer him to ſucceed lord 
Cheſterfield as lord licutenant of Ireland. 
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1746 to ſerve any longer with a colleague, who had veered 


from peace to war [53], and kept him out of the 
ſecret of his office. It may be doubted whether he 
wiſhed that his reſignation ſhould be accepted [ 54]; 
but the king took him at his word, and preſſed lord 
Cheſterfield to accept of the ſeals in a manner which 


made a refuſal impoſſible, even if he had had no 


ſecret view of preparing his ſon for the ſame office 
[55]. Lord Harrington was appointed to ſuccced 
him in the government of Ireland. 

Thus was lord Cheſterfield transferred from a poſt, 
where he enjoyed cafe, dignity, and profit [56], to 
one attended with great difficulties, and in the pre- 
ſent circumſtances with danger. His inducement to 
accept of this poſt was noble: it was the motive of 
a good citizen, the hope of ſerving his country, and 
of ſaving a neighbouring ſinking nation. | 

The ſtate of the United Provinces was indeed cri- 
tical. Their barrier was pulled down, their frontier 
laid open, their enemy preparing to over-run their 
country, their rulers divided, and their people more 
and more diſſatisfied with them. A congrels for 
a peace had been aſſembled at Breda; but from the 
difficulties which aroſe among the plenipotentiaries, 
it was apparent that an accommodation was at that 
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q (531 Apology, &c. 


54 Ibid, 
[55] Letters to his ſon, letter LXXXIV. 


[ 56] The profit he made is humourouſly ſtated in 


one of his letters to the biſhop of Waterford. * I can 


* aſſure you, I got five hundred pounds clear upon 
„the whole.” 
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time by no means deſired by the Britiſh and Imperial 
courts. | ; 

Vigorous meaſures might have been expected to be 
purſued by thoſe who ſhewed ſo little inclination to 
peace; vigor however was not to be expected from 
them. The queen of Hungary, for want of an early 
remittance of ſupplies, could not ſend the troops ſti- 
pulated for in time; the Bavarians, too late engaged, 
arrived {till later; and prince Charles of Lorrain, the 
commander in chief, was expoſed at Raucoux to the 
attack of an enemy, who, by the ſuperiority of num- 
bers, knew how to ſecure victory | 57 ]. 

Under theſe unfavorable circumſtances, the news 
of lord Cheſterfield's having accepted the ſeals was 
received by the ftates-general with the higheſt ſatiſ- 
faction. He had conſtantly ſhewn himſelf the friend 
of the republic ; and, though attached to the intereſts 


of the prince of Orange, was by no means deſirous 


2 


[57] Conduct of the Two Brothers, &c. p. 48. 
In the ſequel of that pamphlet, which like the for- 
mer came from a Granvillian and a well informed 
author, the fame thing is repeated with the following 
inſinuation. In plain Engliſh, one cannot help 
“ ſuppoſing that it was partly in compliment to 
« H. R. H. the duke, that the reſolution was taken 
* to prolong the war; and that, as he had not the 
honor of commanding the allies this year, we con- 
* nived at the loſſes of it, and kept our ſtrength in 
* reſerve, to render him ſo much the more illuſtrious, 
by the efforts of the next.” — Second Series, p. 46. 
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tion. This rendered the ariſtocratic party, which 
ſtill held the rudder, equally happy in the hopes that 
the conciliatory talents of the new ſecretary would 
be exerted in procuring a peace, upon which alone 
their country's ſafety, as well as their own, depended. 
I have before me a letter from their principal miniſter 
at the conferences at Breda to his lordſhip, which 
expreſſed the ſtate of the republic, and his reliance 
on the earl's efforts to ſave it, in fo ſtrong a manner, 
that I hope the extracts from it, which I ſhall inſert 
in a note, will not be unacceptable ro my read- 
ers [58]. 

The 


— —— — — — 4 oo or ooo . — — 22 —⅝ͤ— 4 — 


- — —— — — 


[58] The letter is dated Breda, Nov. 20, 1746, 
and ſigned Waſſenaer. Dans le moment le comte 
&« de Sandwich ſort de chez moi, ou il a eu la bonté 
de venir m'apprendre une nouvelle, qui en tout 
e tems, mals ſurtout dans la circonſtance preſente nc 


ce peut que me cauſer une joye inexprimable. Jai vd, 


e milord, avec la plus agrèable ſurpriſe au bas de {es 
« depeches le nom de l'homme que je reſpedte, que 
« Padmire, et permettez moi de trancher le mot, que 
« j'aime le plus, le nom de Cheſterfield -M. le con- 


« ſeiller penſionaire (Gilles) a qui Jai eu le plaiſfir } 


« d'en apprendre la premiere nouvelle, m'en a te- 
e moigne ſon extreme contentement, et ſent comme 
£ moi toute influence que votre heureuſe entree dans 
cee miniſtere doit avoir, ſur les affaires du tems 
ce Jamais la ſituation de la republique ne füt plus de- 

FR ot 7 “ plorable. 
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The plan of the next campaign had been ſettled 1747 


before lord Cheſterfield came into the adminiſtration, 
The expectations that were entertained of its ſucceſs 
were alledged as reaſons not to liſten to the terms of 
accommodation repeatedly offered by France. The 
ariſtocratic party in Holland ſent over baron Boerze- 
laer, to inforce theſe propoſals; but he could not 
prevail over the enthuſiaſtic ſpirit of the times. His 
royal highneſs the duke of Cumberland was to take 
the field early with an army of one hundred and forty 
thouſand men, ſuperior by twenty thouſand to the 
utmoſt force the French could collet. The new 
ſecretary of ſtate was, much againſt his will, hurried 
away by the torrent into the very meaſure which he 


had oppoſed. But he did not fail to proteſt againſt it; 


and was aſſured, that, if this effort did not prove 
effectual, it ſhould be the laſt, and the next offers 


— IFRS 


= 


e plorable. Son état politique et militaire, celui de 
« ſes finances, vous eſt parfaitement connu. Nous 
« ſormmes peut etre a la veille d'etre bouleverſcs, fi 
« PAngleterre notre meilleure et notre plus fidele 
« allice, et la plus intereſſee a notre exiſtence, ne 
| * previent notre ruine: le tems eſt infiniment pre- 
„ cieux; daignez, mylord, employer tous vos ſoins 
* et vos efforts pour nous faire parvenir au grand 
but qui nous raſſemble ici: le plaiſir inexprimable 
e avoir rendu le repos a Europe ſera vorre recome 
e penſe, et votre nom ſera en benediction à tous les 
„ peuples. Nous aurons en particulier la ſatisfadion 
de devoir notre bonheur à Vami de la republique.” 


* 
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1747 which France or Spain might make, ſhould be forth. 


with accepted [59]. 
Lord Cheſterfield, however, was ſoon convinced 
that it would be very difficult to ſucceed in his great 


object. His colleague left him ſcarce a ſhadow of 


power. The diſpoſal of every place, the ſecret cor- 
reſpondences abroad, the deſertion of thoſe friends 
whom himſelf had introduced, all conſpired to con- 
vince him, * that all his art and addreſs, though di- 
ce yerfified into a greater variety of ſhapes and colours 
than the Proteus of the poets was ſuppeſed ca- 
5 pable of aſſuming [50], would ſtill be inſuffi. 
&« cient to get the better of royal prejudices and 
5 miniſterial verſatility.” 

But if his hands were to be tied, he was reſolved 
to preſerve the uſe of his eyes. He availed himſelf 
of the king's perſonal regard, and of his credit with 
Mr. Pelham, to procure the nomination of a reſident 
at the Hague in whom he could confide. This gen- 


tleman was Mr. Dayrolles, whom we have mentioned 


before [61]. From that intelligent and faithful min- 
ſter's informations lord Cheſterfield was ſoon con- 
vinced of what he previouſly ſuſpected, that the bad 


—_—_—_— —_— u_ FEY 1 A 2 — 
** . ha - * m * * 


* 


[ oe Apolog . &c. p. 27. 
[ 60] Ibid. p. 26. | 


- [61] Lord Cheſterficld had ever ſhewn great 
friendſhip for that gentleman, who was very much 


attached to his lordſhip.— He took him over to Ire- 


fand, and gave him the office of black rod, during 


the time of his reſidence there, | 
4 Manage- 
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management of the war was at leaſt equal to the 
obſtinacy with which it was continued, 

In one particular the event ſeemed to anſwer the 
promiſes of the miniſter, The national forces firſt 
took the field. They were made to quit their winter 
quarters before the end of March, and were en- 
camped by the middle of the following month. As 
the ſpring advanced, the year itſelf was not ſo for- 
ward as the expectations raiſed at home of their ex- 


ploits. Unhappily the magazines had been ſo much 


neglected, that, inſtead of ſnatching ſome conſiderable 
advantage, the troops were forced to reſt upon their 
arms for ſix weeks together, making war againſt 
the elements. This bravado, as well as the vain at- 
tempt upon Antwerp, were treated with a mortifying 
contempt by marſhal Saxe ; who, calm and unmoved 
in his cantonments, ſaid, When my antagoniſt has 
« ſufficiently weakened his army, Iwill convince him, 
« that the firſt duty of a general is to provide for its 
* preſervation [| 62 ].” 

He ſtrictly kept his word; and, while his enemies 
were hovering about in marches and counter-marches, 
detachments from his army, under Lowendahl and 
Contades, made an irruption into Dutch Flanders, 
took, almoſt without reſiſtance, the moſt important 
fortreſſes, and ſubdued the whole province. in leſs 
man a month, 

This ſtep, it muſt be owned, was more a proof of 
_ generalſhip than of wiſe politics. Inſtead 


| a ym P 
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(62] Conduct of the two brothers, P 60, 61. 
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17547 of forcing the Dutch to conclude a ſeparate peace, 


—.— 


and throw themſelves into the hands of France, the 
people were rouſed into indignation and fury. The 
magiſtrates of the towns, whom they accuſed of 
treachery [63], were diſcarded; a ſtadtholder was tu- 
multuouſly forced upon the States, and the revolu- 
tion, in favor of the prince of Orange, was s the work 
of a few days. 

This event changed the face of affairs, and threw 

a ſudden damp upon the projects of the enemy. If 
a raſh engagement had been avoided, agreeably to 
the wiſhes of the new ſtadtholder [65], if che action 
of Laufelt had proved fortunate, or even if a ſenſible 


uſe had been made of that defeat, this campaign 


would have been the laſt, and lord Cheſterfield would 
have had the ſatisfaction of contributing to the re- 
eſtabliſhment of the peace on a ſolid and laſting 
baſk [66]. 

It is well known, that, in the ain of that day 
in which the gallant general Ligonier riſked his life 


and loſt his liberty to ſave both the army and his 


royal general, the French king, to whom he was pre- 
ſented, received him with all the regard due to his 
rank and merit. He aſked him [67] in a moſt con- 
| ö 


ä 


. [63] Vaderlandſche hiſtorie, vol, XX. b. 105. 
[65] Conduct, &c. 


[66] Apology, &c. p. 29. 


[67] The king of France's cates 5 is ſaid to 


have been, He bien! Monſieur de Ligonier, quand 
2 a eſt 
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deſcending ſtyle and manner, when he might hope to 
obtain peace from his ſovereign, and ordered his ge- 
nerals to enter into conference with him upon the 
ſubject. The terms propoſed were by no means 
dictated by an enemy fluſhed with ſucceſs and the 
ſpirit of conqueſt : they were moderate, and more fa- 
vorable than thoſe that were accepted at Aix-la- 
Chapelle. But the new miniſters in Holland, and the 
cabinet at St. James's, thought proper, notwithſtand- 
ing lord Cheſterfield's intreaties, to refer the articles 
to the congreſs, for the ſame reaſon, ſays his apolo- 
giſt, that myſterious points of faith are referred to ge- 
neral councils, to be frittered away in ſquabbles with- 
out end. 

The ſtadtholder's cabinet was divided. The mo- 
derate wiſhed that his eſtabliſhment might be the 
work of leiſure and tranquillity z the more zealous 
were defirous to avail themſelves of the preſent fer- 
ment, fears, and diſtreſs, to increaſe his power. This 
laſt party prevailed. To ſpirit up our miniſters, 
and impede the opening of the congreſs, count Ben- 
tinck and his brother were deputed to London. The 
ſtate of their country did not ſeem to alarm them; 
they were ſanguine in their hopes, and laviſh in their 
offers. Neither did the ſiege of Bergen- op- zoom, or 
the unaccountable taking of it, alter their ſentiments, 
or at leaſt their expreſſions. It ſeems doubtful, whe- 


1K 


K 
ä 


eſt ce que le roy votre maitre nous donnera la paix 


Well, general Ligonier, when will the King your maſ- 
ter grant us peace!“ 


T 3 ther 
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1747 ther the loſs of that important fortreſs was not muck 


— — 


and purpoſely over: rated by the anti- republican party, 
as it furniſned a pretence for ſettling of the ſtadthol- 
derſhip in the female line of the Orange family, for 
taking from the magiſtrates the diſpoſal of city em- 
ploy ments, and for annexing to the State the re- 
venue of the poſts, which hitherto had been in pri- 


yate hands. 


Lord Cheſterfield's pacific diſpoſitions were ſo well 
known | 68], that the deputies did not chuſe to ex- 
plain themſelves with him about the real object of 
their miſſion. Zealous as he was for the reſtoration 
of the ſtadtholder to the dignity of his anceſtors, he 
thought the deciſive moment had been loſt, and that 
the miſcarriages of the ſtate might bring on a new 
revolution leſs to his advantage than the former. 
The prince's authority ſeemed to him ſufficiently 
eſtabliſhed if peace were once made. He conceived, 
that! in that caſe the ſtadtholder would. have influence 
enough to carry any conſtitutional point, that no 
wiſe prince ought to wiſh for more, and that a fur- 


ther increaſe of power ought not to be ſought-for at 


the hazard of ruining the ſtate. The fate both of 
the republic and of Great Britain, he ſaid, was now 


* 


— _ 4 * —_ 9 — — * * 


[68 ] He was the only miniſter in the cabinet wiv 


had, upon principle, contended for the neceſſity of 
coming to a ſpeedy accommodation. Second ſeries, 


&c. p. 48. Nothing could be more honorable to 
lord Cheſterfield than this teſtimony from a rival, 
whom he had contributed to remove. 


at 


4 
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at ſtake, and he ſaw no proſpect of either better cards 17 7 


or better play next year, than the miniſters had had 


in this [69]. 

Among the reaſons which prudent people had to 
be alarmed at the preſent ſituation of the Dutch, 
the low ftate of their finances was not the leaſt. 
Holland alone was ſuppoſed to be indebted about 


forty millions ſterling, a prodigious ſum for ſo ſmall 


a country. The decay of the commerce and manu- 
factures, together with the diſcouragement of the in- 
habitants, the high taxes, and the mode of levying 
them, afforded but an indifferent proſpect for raiſing 
ſuch ſums as might be required for the defence of 
the ſtate. The extraordinary demand for money, 
however, pointed out an extraordinary mode of tax- 
ation. This was called a free- gift; but might rather 
be termed a contribution laid upon the inhabitants, 


in proportion to their fortunes. Thoſe who poſſeſſed 


two hundred pounds or upwards were rated at two 
per cent. of their eſtate; one per cent. was expected 
from thoſe who were worth between one and two 
hundred; and the poorer ſort were left at liberty to 
give what they pleaſed, provided they gave ſome- 
thing. Every one was ordered to come to the ſtadt- 


55 
— — 


[69] Though this expreſſion was borrowed from 
the object of lord Cheſterfield's ſtrongeſt paſſion, it 
mult be obſerved to his honor, that he ſtrictly kept 
to the rule which he had dictated to himſelf in Ire- 
land, and never played till he was out of the mi- 
niſtry. | 
| T 4 houſe, 
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was to pay, in caſn, notes, or plate, and, after tak. 
ing an oath that he had made the eſtimation of his 
eſtate to the beſt of his knowledge, he threw, with- 
out being ſeen, what he had brought into a locked 
trunk, through a ſlit provided for the purpoſe, This 
mode of taxation firſt took place in Holland, but was 
afterwards adopted by the other provinces, and even 
extended to the Dutch colonies in the Eaſt and Weſt 
Indies [70]. 

Lord Cheſterfield, who, it muſt be owned, was 
rather inclined to deſpondency on many occaſions, 
entertained a very indifferent opinion of this method 
of raiſing a ſupply. He did not think that the pro- 
duce would any way be equal to the expectations of 
the ſtate, and much leſs to its wants [71]. In this 
laſt article he certainly was right ; but he underva- 
lued the readineſs of the Dutch to throw in their mite 
for the preſervation of their country, and their honeſty 
in doing it faithfully. There never was any ſuſpi— 
cion but that the oath was as conſcientiouſly ob- 
ſerved as it was cheartully taken [72]; and though 
the whole produce has never been known, it cer- 
tainly amounted to a very conſiderable ſum, and was 


by ſome conjectured to, have been no leſs than five 
miliions ſterling. 


: [70] Vaderlandſche hiſtorie, vol. XX, p. 159, 
160. | | 18 


[71] Letter to Mr. Dayrolles, 
[72] Vaderl. hiſt, ibid. 


The 
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The money thus collected was intended in part to 


year. A moſt extraordinary army was to be formed, 
conſiſting of 132,000 men; viz. Auſtrians 66,000. 
in Britiſh pay, and as many at the expence of the 
Dutch. Experience, however, had ſo well convinced 
lord Cheſterfield of the fallacy of the accounts for 


the preceding years, that he by no means truſted to 


this. He foreſaw that the greater part of theſe troops 
would never reach the ſcene of action; or at leaſt 
that they would not come till the French had ſtricken 
another, and perhaps a decifive, blow. 
The only meaſure that the earl approved of, was 
the negotiation with Ruſſia; but this meaſure, to have 
had its effect, ſhould have been concluded long 
before the end of the year. The beſt part of it, on 
the contrary, was conſumed in altercations with the 
Dutch about their proportion of the charge; and 
when they, at the inſtigation of the prince of Orange, 
had conſented to the terms propoſed in England, 


and appeared preſſing to have the treaty concluded, 


the Britiſh cabinet were ſtill undetermined, and did not 
conclude till the middle of November, Neither 
could lord Cheſterfield prevail to have thele troops 
conveyed by fea, which would have been a great 
ſaving both of the expence and time. They began 
a tedious march of two thouſand leagues in the win- 
ter, and, with the utmoſt diligence, could not pol- 
fibly have arrived till the campaign was over. 


This negotiation, however, greatly alarmed the 


French. Their defeats at ſea, the deſtruction of their 
naval ſtrength, the decay of their manufactures and 


commerce, 


207. 
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F747 commerce, the diſtreſs and danger of their colonies, 
"the miſery which began to rage in the internal parts 


af ihe kingdom, induced them to wiſh to terrninate 
a war which, however glorious, was much more de- 
trimental to them than to their enemies [73 J. The 
terms were fhort; nothing for France, and very 
kiitle for their allies [74]. Our earl did not fail to 
uſe bis endeavors to induce his colleagues not to let 
ap this opportunity. He infiſted, © that they were 
« never to hope for better terms; that, though Hol- 
land ſtzould at Taft incline to co-operate in earneſt, 
« they kad demurred till this nation was exhauſted; 
< thac, for his part, he had undertaken to affift in 
c carrying on the war only for one campaign, or til 
< either France or Spain ſhould be brought to reaſon; 
& and that he would take care to be no longer an- 
e ſwerable for the iſſue of a meaſure which he had 
r never approved.” The anfwer was, that a fe- 
© parate peace with Spain was not to be wiſhed; 
c and that, if the two crowns were once feparated, 
c the breach would never be cloſed; and that a mi- 
<& nifier's conduct ought not to regard months and 
« ſeſſons, but all futurity 73]. A noble language 
it it had been properly ſupported; but ill- ſuited to 
2 leader without plan either for peace or war, and, as 
our noble lord expreſſed it, always at the top or the 
bottom of the houſe, and never in the middle floor. 
[73] See lord Cheſterßeld's French letters in this 
collection. by 

[74] Examination, &c. p. 70. 
175 Apol gy, XC. p. 35, 36. 
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been carried-on for ſome time; but with the ſame 
want of deſign, expedition, and perſeverance. No- 
thing could be more favorable than the preſent cir- 
cumſtance, The French king of Spain was dead; 
the queen had loſt her influence; and the new mo- 


narch, who was, not her ſon, ſeemed inclined to oive 


peace to his country. The marquis de Tabernega, a 
Spaniſh nobleman exiled from his country, though a 
ſort of a favorite with the preſent king, having taken 
up his, reſidence at London, aſſumed to himſelf the 
conduct of this negotiation, He amuſed the mi- 
niſters with vain hopes, and was himſelf amuſed with 
inſignificant informations from his country. This re- 
ciprocal amuſement became more ſerious, when Mr. 
Wall{76], an Iriſh gentleman, employed as major 
general in the Spaniſh ſervice, came over furniſhed 
with proper powers to open a treaty. He was de- 
fired to confer upon that matter with the marquis; 
and it was a remarkable circumſtance, that, as a Britiſh- 
born ſubje& was employed to negotiate the intereſts 
of Spain at the Britiſh court, a native Spaniard was 
employed by that court to negotiate the intereſts of 
Great-Britain, Their conferences were fruitleſs ; and 
thoſe who know the aſcendency which the Sardinian 


— 
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[76] This gentleman had held conferences before 
that time with lord Ligonier while in Flanders, and 
his lordſhip was directed by the Engliſh miniſtry to 
deſire him to repair to London in the moſt ſecret 
and 


miniſter 
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ane ee 


conditions could be accepted, but with his and his 
waſter's approbation [77]. 

Then it was that lord Cheſterfield, having at- 
tempted in vain by a maiterly memorial, in which he 
painted in true colors the ſtate of Europe and of his 
own. country, to open the eyes of the council, and 
finding that he could engage but one of the members 
to fide with him, thought fit to retire, He had given 
hints of this deſign in ſeveral letters to his intimate 
friend Mr. Dayrolles; but did not declare to him 
before the 26th of January his final reſolution, which 
he executed on the 6th of the following month. 

During this interval, it ſtill fell to his lot to do 
ſervice to his country: for though the power was 
lodged in other hands, the active part of office, at 
leaſt that which required parts and dexterity, was com- 
monly left to him. In the beginniog of the year, he 
anſwered an artful memorial, given in by the Pruſſian 
miniſter in the name of his maſter, to claim for his 
flag and ſhips an exemption of ſearch and other pri- 
vileges, granted to particular powers, but. never by 
treaty to that of Pruſſia, Lord Cheſterfield's reply 
united all the preciſion of argument, and firmneſs for 
the honor of the crown, to the perſonal regard which 
he thought due to the Pruſſian monarch, and always 


«a. All. — — — — — 
1 — . 
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[77] Apology, &c. p. 37—44. See likewiſe the 
other pamphlets which I have quoted before, and 


which were publiſhed by writers perfectly well in- 
formed, 


J 


en preſſed 
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[78] In a manuſcript letter to Dr. Birch, dated 


Therfield, Nov. 28, 1748, I find ſome intereſting par- 
ticulars, which the author had from Mr. Horace 
Walpole, with whom he was very intimate, © I met 


« my great and good friend Mr, Walpole on the 
“ road, and have had a voluminous correſpondence 
« this ſummer with him Lou ſhall have a few broken 
hints. I think J have informed you of my peruſing 


« Mr. Walpole's letters or rather memorials to the 


« duke, and a very ample one to the duke of New- 
« caſtle. You have ſeen the anſwer to biſhop Sher- 
&* lock's colors and excuſes for continuing the war 
4 Hft year, and his abſurd notion of France, which I 


« repreſented and inforced in order to provoke him 
to this work. It has been communicated to ſeveral 


ee perſons of diſtinction. Cheſterfield was eager for 
e jts being printed. But though Mr. Woo 


4 willing to give falutary inſtructions and informa- 
« tions, he abhorreth all public offence. Though Mr. 


% Walpole's papers contradicted the king's and the 
« duke's humor, H. R. H. was not offended with 


« the addreſs, but only on hearing they had been im- 


7 one to others. However, Mr, Walpole had a 
3 cc conference 


The. 


ä * " 


D* 
expreſſed for him. He was the adviſer of the new 1748 
efforts that were made to induce that prince to take 
part with his natural allies; and his laſt work was to 

draw up the inſtructions, which were given to Mr. 
Legge, who, on the 2d of February, was appointed 
envoy to the court of Berlin [78]. 
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& conference of more than two hours with the duke. 
H. R. H. was prepared, and managed with great 
*« art. As it was principal, I will only mention what 
& paſſed relative to Pruſſia, Mr. Walpole ſtrongly 
6 inſiſted on this power being gained, and obſerved 
* how improper and faint all attempts had been. As 
te the neceſſity was plain and pregnant, all who had 
& acceſs and intereſt with the king ſhould talk in this 
& abſolute preſſing ſtrain. This was done in a leſs 
& conſiderable inſtance. When Granville became in- 
ec tolerable and impracticable, all the miniſters were 
cc abſolute and peremptory. The duke replied with 
&« reſentment, that he hoped never again to ſee his 
& royal father have ſuch uſage. Mr. Walpole re- 
ec joined what he ſuggeſted might be done ſtrongly and 
« deciſively, without giving offence. In order to draw 
« the real attention and confidence of Pruſſia, the 
affair ſhould be communicated to parliament. This 
e would be popular, and produce the ſtrongeſt votes. 
& When his having been a little too forward and 
ec buſy was inſinuated, Mr. Walpole let him know 
« that perſons well-affected and of conſequence would 
* have brought it into parliament, had it not been 
for his interpoſition. Mr. Walpole repreſented the 
« ſure and ſpeedy conqueſts the French might make 
* of the continent. What then would become of all 
« his family? Every one would be for making; their 


«< own compoſitions, and the rather as this was the 
< effect 
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ferent way from that which he had four years before 
when he took leave on ſetting out for his embaſſy. 
The king urged him to retain his office, and expreſſed 
his ſatisfaction of the manner in which he had filled 
it. His lordſhip's anſwer was, that he found he could 
be but an uſeleſs ſervant, and that his honor and 
conſcience did not permit him to continue in a poſt, 
in which he had not been ſuffered to do any one 
ſervice to any one man; and in which his mafter 
himſelf was not at liberty to diſtinguiſh thoſe who 
had his ſervice molt at heart. The monarch was not 
offended at this freedom. He even offered to give 
him perſonal marks of his ſatisfaction, either by 2 
penſion or. the title of duke. Theſe offers were de- 
clined, and only one of the places at the board of 


ä — 
— — 


&« effect of a known averſion to Pruſſia. The duke 
« then mentioned Sir E. Fawkener's being ſent, Mr. 
« Walpole faid, the miniſter was not ſo material as 
ce the previous aſſurances and inſtructions. But he 
« afterwards took occaſion three times to inculcate 
H. R. H. going in perſon ; and added, the affair 
ce would be thus completed at Berlin in 24 hours. 


« It could not be, or ſilence was the anſwer. Villiers, 
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« who is an able miniſter, by Granville's advice, re- 


« fuſed to go. Cheſterfield's laſt work was to draw 
ce up Legge's }inftrutions; they were excellent. 
© What alterations have been made I know not. 
Legge, that his errand might not be inſignificant, 
* has ventured to make offers, which have given 
< offence.” 55 


admiralty 
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1748 admiralty for his brother John Stanhope accepted [79]. 
— In return he begged leave to aſſure his majeſty, that 


though he ceaſed now to be in his immediate ſervice, 
he would never ceaſe to give him proofs of his re- 
ſpectful attachment, and, reſerving to himſelf the 
liberty of giving his vote on national points as his 
reaſon ſhould direct him, he would keep himſelf en- 
tirely clear of cabals and oppoſition. The part, he 
added, I ſhall take upon any queſtion, ſhall only be 
known in parliament. The ſituation of the ſubject 
at that inſtant appears more to be envied, than that of 
the monarch. 

Having thus conducted the earl to the period of 
his retreat, we ſhould here cloſe this ſection; bur, as 
the meaſures conſequent upon his reſignation evident- 
ly proved both the propriety of that ſtep, and the 
juſtneſs of his lordſhip's predictions, it may not be 
thought improper to extend this. part to the conclu- 
ſion of the peace. 

The neceſſity of making one on the beſt terms 
ſoon appeared, by the unprovided condition in which 
the States were left. One of the prince of Orange's 
miniſters, who laſt year had been fo ſanguine in repre- 
ſenting that the republic was in no danger, now came 


over on purpoſe to contradict the former reports. 


He owned that it was impoſſible the republic ſhould 
withſtand the efforts. of their enemy without extra- 
ordinary aſſiſtance; and Marſhyl Saxe made that Cir- 


cumſtance ſtill more evident * his unexpected en- 


— — — 


[79] Mr. Cech Stanhope, OT to carl Stan. 
8 had a regiment. 
terprize 
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terprize on Maeſtricht. The king, finding the lan- 
guage of his allies ſo materially and ſo ſuddenly al- 
tered, could not help ſaying, Cheſterßeld told me fix 
months ago that it would be ſo| 80]. 

If our earl's prophecies ſhewed the neceſſity of a 
peace, his reſignation at laſt inſpited his former col- 
league and his ſucceſſor the duke of Bedford with the 
deſire of accepting it. Three days only after his re- 
ſignation, the Britiſh plenipotentiary, who had been 


ſent to Aix-la-chapelle with orders to procraitinate, 


received new inſtructions to loſe no time in ſigning 
the preliminary articles. 

It was a very fortunate circumſtance that his moſt 
Chriſtian majeſty ſtill continued in his pacific diſpo- 
ſitions. The conſideration of the diſtreſſed ſtate of 
his kingdom concurred with his love of eaſe to make 
him weary of war. His miniſters accommodated 
their politics to his wiſhes; and, as they did not 
much riſe in their demands, the Engliſh ambaſſador 
ſeized the critical inſtant, and reſtored peace to 
Europe. 

This fortunate event ſaved one ſtate from deſtruc- 
tion, the other perhaps from bankruptcy. It main- 
tained the ſtadtholder in his dignity, and ſecured 
ſome miniſters from the conſequences of their de- 
lukon, Let me add, that it likewiſe exempted our 
earl from ſigning articles ſomewhat leſs advantageous 
than thoſe he would have obtained the year betore, 

and from ſetting his name to the only ignominious 
circumſtance with which the treaty was laden, 


. 
- we 


_— 


_— 
— 
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[80] Letters to Mr. Dayrolles, in vol. IV. 
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1748 ORD Cheſterfield's reſignation, at a time of 


tife when he could ſtill have rendered eſſential 
ſervices to his country, might have been conſidered 
as the effect of ſudden paſſion, or as an artful at- 
tempt at full power, had not the ſtate of his mind 
as well as that of his body required eaſe and tran- 
quillity. The frequent attacks of giddineſs he lately 
had been ſeized with, made reſt and quiet neceſſary 
for him ; and his extreme delicate way of thinking 
confirmed him in the reſolution of indulging himſelf 
with them. He found, that miniſters are frequently 
obliged from political reaſons to prefer the moſt un- 
worthy perſons to thoſe who are the moſt worthy; 
and to proſtitute to importunity and undeſerving 
greedineſs the rewards of merit. He therefore de- 
termined to renounce the purſuits of ambition, and, 
though ſtill upon the watch to ſerve his country, to 
live for himſelf, and to divide his time between ſocial 
pleaſures, paternal cares, and mental enjoyments. 
Nor does it appear, that he was on any occaſion 


tempted to venture again his frail veſſel upon that 


boiſterous ſea, from which, after having been long 
toſſed about, he now found himſelf ſecurely arrived 
in port. To put ſome interval between life and 


death was always the wiſh of the wiſe ; and happy 
are thoſe who are able to do it. 


But 
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terfield propoſed to himſelf, and in which he paſſed 


the laſt five- and-twenty years of his life, at the ſame 
time that 1t attracts the admiration of the thinking 
part of mankind, and may, perhaps, excite the envy 
of thoſe who have it not in their power to embrace 
it, affords much leſs matter of entertainment. Our 
earl's life now ceaſes to be connected with the hiſtory 
of his country; and, though we ſhall ſtill keep to 
the form of annals we have adopted, we ſhall con- 
tent ourſelves with placing under the ſeveral years 
ſuch unconnected facts as are come to our Know- 
ledge, and may be intereſting to our readers. 

We think ourſelves obliged to mention, not with- 
out much concern, that the very day lord Cheſterfield 
bad farewel to the cares of adminiſtration, he re- 
newed his evening viſits at White's| 1], which had 
been interrupted for four years, He likewiſe made 


a ſhort excurſion to Bath, not ſo much on account 


of the waters, as to avoid being in London while he 
was the chief ſubject of converſation. 

For ſome time lord Cheſterfield had turned his 
thoughts towards the part he intended to act, which 
was, according to the expreſſion he borrowed from 


tm. 


— c— — — * — — hd ——— — 


[1] Arthur's Chocolate-houſe, formerly White's, 
from whence many of the Tatlers are dated. Lord 
Cheſterfield being once aſked, Why he never was 
feen at routs and aſſemblies ? anſwered, That he 
never went to conventicles where there was an eſta- 
bliſhed church, 

U'2 Tally, 
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1743 Tully, to enjoy eaſe with dignity. The -building 
—.— 


of a houſe for himſelf, in which he wiſhed to unite 
magnificence with convenience and taſte, had occu- 
pied his thoughts for ſome time; and we ſee in moſt 
of his letters to his friends how much he had it at 


heart. He ſucceeded in it to his wiſh, and was parti- 


cularly pleaſed with the two apartments he moſt fre- 
quented; the one being a kind of private room or 
parlour, which he called his boudoir, ornamented with 
great elegance and richneſs; the other, his library [2], 
ſtocked with a noble collection of books, and adorned 
with the portraits of feveral of the moſt eminent au- 
thors. 1 55 

This new houſe not being quite finiſhed, and that 
which he was going to quit being ſtript of ſome of its 
furniture [3], lord Cheſterfield ſpent part of the ſum- 
mer in excurſions into the country. He paſſed ſome 
time at Cheltenham, and afterwards at Bath, for the 
ſake of his health; and viſited with uncommon plea- 
ſure his friend lord Pembroke's houſe at Wilton. He 
found it ſo much improved, that he ſcarce knew it 


again; and, 1n its preſent ſtate, Judged 1 it the a 


ſeat in England | 4 |. 
But while he was thus amuſing himſelf, he had the 


misfortune to loſe his brother John Stanhope, who 


died of the gout towards the latter end of the year, and 


was ſincerely regretted by the earl, His affairs, which 


_—_— 


_— 
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[2] Letters to Mr. Dayrolles, p. 66. 
[3] French Letters in this collection, vol. III. 
P. 121. 135. | 

{4] Letters to Mr. Dayrolles, p. 57. 
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were ſomewhat embarraſſed, and the family arrange- 
ments neceſſary to be taken on this melancholy occa- 
ſion, required lord Cheſterfield's preſence in London, 
and prevented him from executing his plan of ſpend- 
ing ſome time at Paris [g]. 

Among other effects, Mr. Stanhope left a villa at 
Blackheath, upon which he had laid out conſiderable 
ſums of money. The leaſe of this villa was for ſeven 
years, and could not have been diſpoſed of without 
great loſs. This induced the earl to keep it; and 
though he would rather have preferred a houle in the 
country towards Richmond, yet he ſoon grew ena- 
moured with this charming ſpot. The ſituation was 
delightful ; commanding one way an extenſive proſ- 
pect over the Thames towards London and Hamp- 
ſtead; and adjoining on the other ſide to Greenwich 
Park, into which he had a private door from his own 
garden. | 

He therefore bought it, added much to its conve- 
niences by the galleries and other improvements he 
made to it, and rendered it a country reſidence entirely 
fit for his ſituation and ſtate. He conſtantly retired 
there, as ſoon as the ſeaſon permitted him to quit his 
winter habitation ; and it was to him, in every reſpect, 
what T uſculum was to Tully. 

One of the taſtes which he contracted in this retire- 
ment was that of gardening. He did not indeed at- 
tend particularly to ornament ; nor to the more im- 
proving art of railing exotic plants, and uniting in one 


— 
3 
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[5] French Letters in this collection, p. 159. 
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1749 ſpot the productions of different climates : for neither 
— 


of theſe had he ſufficient room, or inclination. But 
the cultivation of fruit-trees afforded him an uſeful as 
well as agreeable amuſement; and he ſucceeded in 
it ſo well, that he was generally provided with mott 


excellent productions of all kinds from his own 


ground. He even challenged his friends, both at 
home and abroad, to produce melons and pine- apples 
equal to his in taſte and flavour [ 6]. 

The decoration of his houſe engaged alſo much of 
his attention; and, in order to compleat it, he had 
long been in ſearch of original paintings. In this pur- 
ſuit he was not ſo anxious with regard to the number 
as to the quality of the pictures, and his chief view 


was to have nothing but what was excellent. He 


wiſhed not ſo much to have many pieces of the ſame 
maſter, as to poſſeſs a few capital ones of the beſt. 
He did not at firſt truſt to his own judgement, but re- 
lied chiefly upon the taſte of thoſe who were eſteemed 
connoiſſeurs in the art of painting. Sir Luke Schaub 
was one of the principal, That gentleman, a native 
of Switzerland, and employed in very important ne- 
gotiations in Europe by the Engliſh court, had diſtin- 
guiſhed himſelf for his knowledge of the works of the 
moſt eminent painters, and had formed a collection 
ſcarce inferior to any in this country. Lord Cheſter- 
field was extremely intimate with him, and could de- 
pend on his opinion; as he alſo could upon that of 
Mr. Harenc, a French gentleman of diſtinction, who, 


— — 
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[6] French Letters in this collection, p. 249—253. 
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to enjoy the free exerciſe of the Proteſtant religion in 1749 
which he was bred, had retired from Paris with a con. 


ſiderable fortune, and ſettled in England. This gen- 
tleman cultivated every object of taſte, and united in 
his perſon the man of breeding and of letters, the 
poet and the wit. He was no lefs ſkilled in muſic, 
and was univerſally eſteemed the beſt performer on 
the violin among gentlemen, His judgement in pic- 
tures was likewiſe generally acknowledged. He was 
lord Cheſterfield's particular friend: and indeed how 
could he be otherwiſe, conſidering the variety of his 
talents, and his neighbourhood to his lordſhip at 
Blackheath? The earl availed himfelf much of his 
judgement and taſte, and gradually acquired a confi- 
derable ſhare of knowledge, which however he always 
declined making a ſhew of, rather chuſing to quote 
his authority in the opinion he gave of his pictures ſ 7]. 

Theſe were lord Cheſterfield's amuſements. But 
his principal care and employment was his corre- 
ſpondence with his ſon. He had ſpent two years at 
the Swiſs and German univerſities of Lauſanne and 
Leipſig; and, beſides having acquired a conſiderable 
proficiency in the Latin and Greek languages, had 


been trained up to the knowledge, of the laws of na- 


tions, the conſtitutions of the Germanic body, the in- 
tereſts, forces, and negotiations, of the ſeveral princes, 
and in general in every kind of ſcience the moſt uſcful 
for a man deſigned for public employments ; and was 
now beginning his travels, in order to acquire the 


Gram Damen 


[7] From private information. 
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1749 more difficult knowledge of the world. In that, it 


— — 


ſeems, he had made bur little progreſs, under the 
learned Mr. Bochat at Lauſanne, and the ſtill more 


learned profeſſor Maſcow at Leipſig. The excurſions 


he made to Dreſden in vacation-time had indeed made 
him acquainted with one of the politeſt courts of Eu- 
rope; and the encouraging reception he there met 
with from Sir Charles Hanbury Williams, envoy at 
that court, and lord Cheſterfield's affectionate as well 

as witty friend [8], might have effectually rubbed off 
that learned ruſt, which his father was fo fearful he 
ſhould too long retain, But he did not ſtay there long 
enough to be much benefited either by his converſa- 
tion or example [o]. His ſhort viſit to the court of 
Berlin procured him a moſt gracious reception from 
the monarch [10]; and great civilities from Algarotti, 
Dargens, Cagnoni, Maupertuis, and the other wits 
whorn that prince had choſen for his friends. But 
even lord Cheſterfield did not recommend to him, at 
that time, and in that place, any other ſtudy except 
that of the civil, military, and eccleſiaſtical govern- 
ment of that country, and eſpecially of the reforma- 
tion in the laws introduced by a prince, whom he held 
out to him as moſt delerving of his attentive obſer- 
vation | 11]. Much leſs could the court of Vienna, 
during his ſhort ſtay there, improve his manners, or 


— 


[8] Letters to his ſon, vol. I. 4to, p. 288. 

[9] Leiters to Mr. Dayrolles, 8 
[10] Letters to his ſon, vol, I. 4to, p, 298, 

[11] Ibid. bol. I. 4to, p. 389, 
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put him 1n poſſeſſion of the graces. Neither is Italy 
any longer their ſeat ; though perhaps {till the princi- 
pal ſchool of the arts. But of theſe lord Cheſterfield 
eſteemed only painting and ſculpture, and dreaded 
above all things for his ſon the dangerous allurements 
of mulic [12]. Turin was the place where he intend- 
ed he ſhould purſue his ſtudies, and be initiated in the 
world. But a dangerous attack of an inflammation of 
the longs, which ſeized Mr. Stanhope at a place called 
Laubach, in his paſſage through the Tyroleſe, ob- 
ſtructed this courſe. Venice, Rome, and Naples, 
were, on account of the climate, ſubſtituted to Turin. 
In theſe elegant cities he certainly improved his taſte, 
and obtained a competent knowledge of the Italian 
tongue. The ſtrong recommendations he had to per- 
ſons eminently qualified to form both his heart and 
his manners, opened to him the beſt ſchools of im- 
provement. . But yet it is to be feared, that the com- 
pany of his countrymen, the firſt acquaintance with a 
ſex too powerful to be reliſted, and above all the re- 
laxing effect of the moſt enchanting climate, rendered 
Venice, bur eſpecially Rome and Naples, no leſs nox1- 
ous to our young man's habit, both of body and mind, 
than Capua was to Hannibal's army. 

Lord Cheſterfield, indeed, was ſufficiently ſenſible 
of the dangerous ground his ſon trod upon, when he 


— 
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[12] * Few things would mortify me more than to 
& ſee you bearing a part in a concert with a fiddle 
F under your chin, or a pipe in your mouth.” Let- 
ters to his ſon, vol. I. 4to, p. 407- 
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1750 entered the Pope's dominions. As if he had been 


— poſſeſſed of Gyges's ring, with which he fo earneſtly 
wiſhed to accompany him inviſibly, his genius ho- 
vered over him, and conſtantly ſuggeſted the expe- 
dients he thought moſt proper to preferve him from 
contagion. Accordingly we obſerve him in an ad- 
mirable letter, written at the beginning of this year, 


giving him the moſt judicious and earneſt cautions 


againſt the impreſſions of irreligion and immora- 
lity { 13]. He treated theſe ſubjects, indeed, rather 
as a man of the world, than as a divine; truſting for 
the reſt to the private inſtructions of Mr, Harte. 

It would be unjuſt to ſuſpect, that his guide neg- 
lected any thing in his power to ground his pupil in 
the principles of morality and virtue; as he had ef- 
fectually infuſed into him a ſufficient quantity of claſ- 
fical and other learning. But it was impoſſible he 
ſhould fucceed in finiſhing the poliſh of his education 
in the manner lord Cheſterfield wiſhed; and it is a 
matter of aſtoniſhment, that the earl ſhould not have 
perceived, how much the tutor's example muſt have 
defeated his precepts. The three principal articles he 
recommended to his fon, were his appearance, his elo- 
cution, and his ftyle. Mr. Harte, long accuſtomed 
to a college life, was too aukward both in his perſon 
and addrefs to be able to familiarize the graces with 
his young pupil. An unhappy impediment in his 
ſpeech, joined to his total want of ear, rendered him 


— — 


— * * * — 


[13] Letters to his ſon, vol. I. 4to, b. 298, letter 
CLXXX. | 
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pronunciation; a careful attention to which was ſo 
ſtrongly recommended in all lord Cheſterfield's letters, 
as abſolutely neceſſary for an orator. Nor was the 
pen of his young ward likely to be improved by that 
of a man, whoſe chief work, though profeſſed to be 
written in Engliſh, was, to borrow lord Cheſterfield's 
expreſſion, full of Latiniſms, Galliciſms, Germaniſms, 
and all iſms but Angliciſms | 14]. 

It is really difficult to conceive by what infatuation 
lord Cheſterfield muſt have been led in his choice of a 
guide, ſo evidently calculated to counteract the re- 
fined plan of education he had propoſed for his fon. 
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And it is a matter of ſurprize, that his lordſhip did 


not apply what he ſaid of the graces, ſenza che ogni 
fatica e vana, to example, which might have been 
done with equal propriety [15]. He recommended, 
indeed, to his ſon the imitation of a moſt accompliſhed 
French nobleman then ambaſſador -at Rome | 16], 
and at whole houle young Stanhope might have been 
much improved; but in this, as in other things, the 
earl was diſappointed in his wiſhes, 

The ſame favorable reception which lord Cheſter- 
field had procured for his ſon in the different coun- 
tries he paſſed through, he himſelf gave to all 


2 = — — — — 
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[14 ] Letters to his ſon, vol, II. 4to, p. 445. 
[15] This expreſſion is frequently uſed in lord Cheſ- 
terfield's letters to his lon. | 


[16] The duke de Nivernois. Letters to his ſon, 


vol, I. 4to, p. 545» 
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1750 foreigners properly introduced to him, eſpecially 


— 


when they were perſons of genius and merit. This 
was particularly the caſe with Mad. Du Bocage, who 
on a viſit to England, in company with her huſband, 
and abbe Guaſco, an intimate and very learned friend 
of the preſident Monteſquieu, met with all thoſe 
marks of polite attention from our earl, the practice 
of which he ſo much recommended to his ſon. He 
was not only her introducer and her guide through- 
out London; but alſo procured her, by his letters to 
Mr. Dayrolles and to Mr. de Kreuningen at the 
Hague, the ſame advantages in Holland, 

Her letters [17] teſtify the impreſſion which this 
friendly and engaging politeneſs had made upon her; 
and lord Cheſterfield's anſwers to her are a remark- 
able ſpecimen of his atticiſm in a language not his 
own, as well as of his refined wit [18], He mo- 
deſtly refuſed her his own buſt ; but ſent her in lieu 
of it thoſe of Milton, Dryden, and Pope, the origi- 
nals he thought her ſo well qualified to copy. 

Mr. Stanhope, in return, upon his arrival at Paris, 


met with a moſt hoſpitable reception from her, as 


well as from many families of the firſt rank, not leſs 
diſtinguiſhed by their virtues, than by their amiable 
manners and wit, Thoſe who had been his father's 
friends in that city, and continued his correſpondents, 
took upon them the charge of introducing him into 
the beſt companies, and of being the directors of his 
youth, Mr. Harte had now quitted him, having 


* 
— 


* 


Cu, 18] In this collection, vol. III. p. 243. & hs 
returned 
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_ returned to England to enjoy the reward of his ſer- 1751 
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vices [19]; and it is to be feared, that, being now 


teft to himſelf, he took a delight in frequenting thoſe 
perſons with whom he thought himſelf perhaps more 
at liberty, than with thoſe accompliſhed: foreigners 
whom he ſhould have ſtudied to imitate, 

Lady Hervey, who was then reſiding at Paris, 
and ſeveral ladies of the higheſt rank in France, were 
the principal guides to whom lord Cheſterfield truſted 
for the finiſhing of his ſon's education. They could 
not but be ſenſible that the laſt varniſh was wanting, 
and even that ſome defects remained in his character 
inconſiſtent with good- breeding, and perhaps with 
good-manners. A father ſo deſirous that his fon 
ſhould anſwer in every reſpect the model of perfec- 
tion he had ſketched out to himſelf, muſt have been 
exceedingly mortified at this circumſtance; and the 

fertility of his genius in expedients, to endeavour to 
inſpire his ſon with the deſire of pleaſing, is not any 
where more conſpicuous than in this part of his let- 
ters [20]. Finding the diforder obſtinate, he had 
recourſe to more deſperate remedies; as empirics too 
frequently adminiſter poiſon in their vain attempts to 
ſubdue unconquerable maladies, or to cure diſeaſes, 


—ü— 
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[19] Lord Cheſterfield had, with ſome difficulty, 
fucceeded in procuring him a prebend of Windſor, 

[20] Mr. Stanhope was now nineteen years old, a 
time of life when theſe exertions became ar 
neceſſary. Fo 


— 
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leſs dangerous than thoſe which their inconſiderate 
practice entails upon their patients. | 

Far be it from me to endeavour to conceal or 
excuſe theſe luxuriances of a warm imagination, 
Vice can at no time, and under no pretence, be- 
come any part of a rational education ; nor would it 
be ſufficient to ſay, that the manners of great cities, 
eſpecially Paris, have in ſome degree authorized polite 
gallantry. In vain alſo would it be urged, that lord 
Cheſterfield, knowing perhaps by his own experience 
with how much difficulty certain paſſions are reſiſted 
in youth, might have thought there was no other 
choice but that of coarſe debauchery and ſentimental 
engagements ; that, when mutual liberty is allowed 
in what is called at Paris the married ſtate, chaſtity 
can no more be expected on one ſide, than fidelity is 
on the other; and that the crime of corruption can- 
not be charged, where general depravity prevails. We 
ſhall not reſt the defence of the earl on ſuch weak 
foundations: drawing a veil therefore on this part of 
lord Cheſterfield's conduct, which was not intended, 
and ought not to have been expoſed to the public 
eye, we ſhall content ourſelves with deploring the 
weakneſs of human nature, which hitherto never 
admitted of perfection. : 

Lord Cheſterfield's advice in regard to diſſimula- 
tion might perhaps admit of a more plauſible vindi- 
cation, He certainly diſtinguiſhes it always from 
ſimulation, or any degree of falſhood at leaſt in 
words, and ſeems to make it conſiſt principally in a 
neceſſary condeſcenſion to the foibles of thoſe with 


whom our connections or duties oblige us to live. If 


I he 
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he goes ſomewhat further, and adviſes to conceal our 1751 


ſecret feelings, and endeavour to excite as well as 
watch thoſe of the perſons whom we are called upon 
by the intereſts of our country to deal with, and who 
certainly would take the ſame advantage over us that 
we wiſh to have over them ; he would be juſtified, 
if not by the precepts of moraliſts, at leaſt by the 
examples of moſt, or perhaps of all courtiers and 
miniſters, But it muſt be candidly owned that theſe 
diſtinctions are too nice for the practice of mankind. 
He who conſtantly walks on the edge of a precipice 
will ſcarce avoid falling into it; and it is evident that 
every thing which goes beyond filence and ſimple 
obſervation, can never be authorized, 

Let us therefore haſten to quit this tender ground ; 
and fincerely wiſhing that lord Cheſterfield had lived 
to publiſh his own letters, which would have given 
him an opportunity of expunging ſome obnoxious 
paſſages ; let us be allowed to ſay, that theſe tranſ- 
ient errors (for they are all confined to a period of 
three or four years) took their riſe from the ſtrong 
deſire he had of making his ſon maſter of thoſe qua- 
lities it ſeemed moſt difficult for him to acquire, and 
of training him up to be a complete public man and 
a conſummate politician, Had he been ſatisfied 
with fitting him for the middle ſtation of life, he 
would neither haye had the temptation nor the defire 
of having recourſe to theſe dangerous expedients. 
Fond parents would ſpare themſelves much anxiety 

and chagrin, if the mode of education were ſuited to 
the different diſpoſitions obſervable in the child a: 
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1751 different times, rather than that the child ſhould be 
— obliged to conform to a ſettled plan, 


The death of the prince of Wales, which hap— 
pened this year, deprived lord Cheſterfield of a friend, 
who, perhaps, had he lived to aſcend the throne, 
would have conferred upon the ſon thoſe favors he 
formerly intended for the father. This unexpected 
event obliged him to turn his thoughts another way. 
He appears, from ſome of his letters, to have been 
deſirous of introducing his ſon into the family of the 
young prince of Wales, which was eſtabliſhed ſoon 
after, I have been informed, that there had been 
ſome thoughts of appointing our earl governor to the 
young prince; and I am authorized by ſome reſpec- 
table friends to ſay, that, notwithſtanding ſome repre- 


ſentations, he would have been prevailed upon to 


accept of this employment. I am not equally well 
informed what was the reaſon that this event never 
took place, and that he did not ſucceed in procuring 
an eſtabliſhment for his ſon in the young prince's 
houſehold. Perhaps the illegitimacy of his birth 
may have had ſome ſhare in this diſappointment ; as 
it certainly had in the failure of another ſollicita- 
tion [21], | 

Lord Cheſterfield, who 4037 had the honor, as 
well as the advantage, of his country in view, had 
long deplored that Great Britain ſhould be almoſt the 
laſt of all the European powers which till perſiſted 
in the uſe of the defective Julian calendar. Neither 


5 


[2 Ry For the poſt of reſident at Venies: See p. ak 


of theſe Memoirs. 
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the ſcruples which it occaſioned among zealous 1757 
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churchmen concerning the true time of the principal © 


anniverſary feſtivals, nor even its conſiderable and 
increaſing diſagreement from the heavenly bodies (a 
circumſtance, on account of the ſlowneſs of its pro- 
greſſion, perceptible only to aſtronomers), were, per- 
haps, the chief motives that induced lord Cheſter- 
field to wiſh for a reformation : but he was more par- 
ticularly diſpoſed to encourage it from the confuſion 
which the different beginnings of the year might 
produce in ſettling hiſtorical tranſactions, and the 
variance there was in the accounts of almoſt every 
other ſtate. The inconveniencies were evident; but 
the difficulty of obviating ſeveral inconveniencies 
attending a ſudden alteration, and eſpecially in over- 
coming people's prejudices, were not leſs fo. Theſe 
difficulties he found till more conſiderable than he 
imagined. Having conſulted the duke of Newcaſ- 
tle; that miniſter, then in the zenith of his power, 
ſeemed alarmed at ſo bold an undertaking. He con- 
jured the earl not to ſtir matters that had long been 


quiet, and added that he did not love new-fangled 


things, Lord Cheſterfield, however, did not ſuffer 
himſelf to be deterred by theſe obſtacles, but reſolved 
to digeſt his plan thoroughly before he communi- 
cated it to the public. With regard to the civil and 
political points, he conſulted perſons of the greateſt 
eminence in the ſeveral parts of the world where he 
maintained a correſpondence. | He was particularly 
obliged to the great chancellor Dagueſſau for the moſt 
uſeful informations, and received from him a moſt 
To. T1. X inſtruc- 
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1751 inſtructive letter on this ſubject, which we regret much 
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not to be able to give to the public. In the aftro- 
nomical part, he an thoſe of his countrymen 
who were moſt in repute for their knowledge in that 
ſcience ; and particularly the earl of Macclesfield, 
then preſident of the Royal Society, who readily en- 
tered into the plan of reforming the calendar, and 


furniſhed lord Cheſterfield with all the learning that 


Was wanted on the occaſion. 


Thus prepared, our earl made his motion in the 


houſe of lards, on the 25th of February of that ſtyle 
he wiſhed to amend. The ſpeech he made on that 
occalion was entirely calculated to captivate the at- 
tention and ſecure the favor of his hearers. Witty 
rellections upon time; its meaſure, though fixed in 


itſelf, fill dependent on the variable motions of the 
celeſtial bodies; a conciſe and clear account of the 
fever] attempts made at different periods, and by 


different nations, to reconcile thoſe two meaſures with 
one another; the inconveniencies attending the pre- 


ſent ſtyle, with reſpect to all public and private tranſ- 


: actions ; the method of obviating the difficulties ariſ- 


ing from a ſudden alteration : theſs were the princi- 


pal topics which he dwelt upon. He diſplayed ſuch | 
powers of oratory in this fpeech, and delivered it 
wich ſo much grace, that he eclipſed lord Ma ccles- 
field, wha ſeconded his motion, and, in a ſpeech pre- 
.. vioully prepared and ſince Printed, entered much 
more fully into the argumentative part of the plan. 

Our earl did ample juſtice to his learned colleague ; ; 
and 
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and in his familiar letters [22] expreſſed himſelf with 
great modetty on this point, attributing entirely to 
his powers of utterance the advantage he obtained 
over him on this occaſion. A bill fo wiſely con- 
trived, and ſo ably ſupported by eloquence and rea- 
ſon, paſſed without any oppoſition in both houſes ; 
but thole who now enjoy the advantages reſulting 
from it, ought to be informed, that they owe them 
to the induſtry and reſolution of the earl of Cheſ- 
terfield. FW 

The carl's feelings were excited, in the courſe of 
this year, by two events of a very different nature. 
The firſt was the appointment of Mr. Dayrolles to 
the place of miniſter and commiſſary plenipotentiary 
at the court and congreſs at Bruſſels ; and his mar- 
Triage wich a lady, no leſs diſtinguiſhed by the good- 
neſs of her heart, than by the graces and beauty of 
her perſon, and her various accompliſhments. His 
intimate connection with a friend, whole attachment 
he had fo long experienced, made him ſhare his ſa- 


—— 
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. [22] © Lord Macclesfield, who had the greateſt 
s ſhare in forming the bill, and who is one of the 
« greate(t mathematicians and aſtronomers in Europe, 
* ſpoke afterwards with infinite knowledge and all 
« the clearneſs that fo intricate a matter would admit 
« of; but as his words, his periods, and his utter- 
K ance, were not near ſo good as mine, the prefer- 
« ence was moſt unanimouſly, though molt unjuſtly, 

given to me.” Letters to his ſon, vol. II. 4to, 
P- 118. 
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tisfaction in the livelieſt manner; and his letters on 
this occaſion are truly expreſſive of what his heart felt. 

On the other hand, ſcarce any event could have 
been more affecting to him than the death of lord 
Bolingbroke. He had ſeen him for ſeveral months 
Taboring under a cruel, and to appearance incurable 
diſorder. A cancerous humour in his face made a 
daily progreſs; and the empirical treatment he ſub- 
mitted to, not only haſtened his end, but alſo expoſed 
him to the moſt excruciating pain, He ſaw him, 
for the laſt time, the day before his tortures began. 
Though the unhappy patient, as well as his friend, 
did then expect that he ſhould recover, and accord- 
ingly deſired him not to come again till his cure was 
completed; yet he till took leave of him in a man- 
ner which ſnewed how much he was affected. He 
embraced the earl with tendernefs, and faid, * God, 
* who placed me here, will do what he pleaſes with 
ce me hereafter, and he knows beſt what to do. May 


« he bleſs you!” It would be needleſs to give our 


readers any account of the opinion the earl enter- 
tained of lord Bolingbroke, This is ſufficiently ex- 
preſſed in the letters we now give to the public, as 
well as in thoſe to his fon; but it may not be im- 
proper to add, that he retained all his life a grate- 


ful remembrance of the friendſhip that had ſub- 


filted between them; and that he transferred it to his 


heir, and rejoiced in the hopes of ſeeing him in all 


reſpects worthy of the name he bears [23]. 


_ 


— 


[231 French letters in this collection, vol. III. 
P. 295! 
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Hitherto lord Cheiterfield's ſtate of health, though 
often interrupted by fits of giddineſs, had ones. 
him ſufficient intervals, to enable him to enjoy the 
pleaſures of retirement with his books, and thoſe of 
ſociety with his friends. The laſt he indulged in with 
peculiar ſatisfaction. His houſe and his table were 
open, not only to the molt diſtinguiſhed of his coun- 
trymen, but likewiſe to all foreigners who had any 
pretenſions to learning or wit. But in the firſt months 
of this year, a diſorder, unhappily hereditary in his 
family, began to ſeparate him from ſociety ; and that 
conſtant ſerenity and chearfulneſs, which he had ſo 
remarkably poſſeſſed in the different periods of his 
life, gave way to intervals of melancholy and appre- 
henſions. He felt the firſt ſymptoms of deafneſs with 
a kind of horror; not unlike that which Swift could 
not help ſhewing on the apprehenſion of loſing his 
ſenſes. This afflicting ſenſation was for a time in- 
creaſed, while, being confined at home for ſome 
months on account of a fall from his horſe, he ſub- 
mitted patiently to all the means that were employed 
for the cure of his deafneſs, firſt by regular phy- 
ſicians, and afterwards by empirics. The attempts 
of both proved unſucceſsful; and though till equally 
capable of contributing to the ſatisfaction of his 
friends in ſociety, the earl was no longer able to re- 
ceive any from them. 


Mr. Stanhope having now paſſed a year and a half 


at Paris, was ſent by his father to ſeveral courts of 


Germany, and laſt to Mr, Dayrolles at Bruſſels. 
Lord Cheſterfield was in hopes that, by ſpending a 
winter with him, being introduced to that court and 

X 3 employed 


— 


323 
ST 


1752 


326 


1752 


— — 


1753 


ME MM O:1K-5 OF 


employed 1n his office, he would have had an oppor- 
tunity of being thoroughly acquainted with the life 
of a courtier, and that of a man of buſineſs. Un- 
fortunately, the prime miniſter of that court, a proud 


Italian [24], being informed of Mr. Stanhope's ille- 


gitimacy, inſiſted upon his not appearing at court, 
This affected the feeling heart of Mr. Dayrolles ſtill 
more than that of Lord Cheſterfield, who controlled 
the warmth of his friend on that occaſion, and ob- 
ſerved to him very. juſtly, that perſons in Mr. Stan- 
hope's ſituation muſt ſometimes expect diſagreeable 
things of that kind, and that the beſt uſe he could 


make of this incident was to endeavour to counter- 


balance the diſadvantage of his birth, by ſuperior merit 
and knowledge [25]. To fill up the vacancy which 
this diſappointment occaſioned, he ſent him for the 
third time to Paris, in order to improve himſelf till 
more in the ſcience of the world, ſo neceſſary for the 
public lite he was intended to purſue. 
His firſt ſetting out in that ſtation would have been 
a brilliant one, could lord Cheſterfield's expectations, 
and thoſe of his kinſmen the Pelhams, with whom he 
was now on the beſt terms [26], have been anſwered. 
The poſt of reſident at Venice, now vacant by the 
promotion of Sir James Gray to that of envoy at the 
court of Naples, had been propoſed by them for Mr. 
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[24] Marquis de Botta. 
[25 Letter LXXVII. to Mr. Dayrolles in this 
can vol. IV. p. 391. 
[26] Letters to his 255 vol, II. 4to, p. 352. 
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Stanhope, and they were in hopes that his Majeſty 1753 


would make no difficulty in appointing him to it. 
Lord Cheſterfield was highly pleaſed with the proſ- 
pect of his ſon's being fixed in ſuch a city, where, 
from the variety of travellers of different nations who 
reſort thither, he might have acquired that defire of 
pleaſing, which was the only thing he then ſeemed 
to want. His diſappointment was therefore great, 
when, after eight months ſolicitation, the king at laſt 
abſolutely refuſed to appoint the young man, alledg- 
ing the circumſtance of his birth as the reaſon, His 
father, though much hurt at the refuſal of a favor 
by no means unprecedented, reſolved to bring him 
into the next parliament ; wiſely foreſeeing that a ſena- 
torial cloak, more extenſive ſtill than that of charity, 
would cover his ſon's involuntary fin. 

In the retirement where lord Cheſterfield now 


ſpent by choice the beſt part of the year, and where, 


having fewer opportunities to exerciſe his ſenſe of 
hearing, he ſometimes forgot he had loſt it, his 
books, his garden, and his pen, contributed to fill up 
his time. From his correſpondents he received moſt 
of the new productions in the literary way, and re- 
paid them by the judgments he paſſed upon them. 
The care of his vegetables alſo took up much of his 
attention. But it was chiefly his pen which agree- 
ably and uſefully employed his vacant hours. Wil- 
ling to contribute as much as poſſible to the advan- 
tage of his cauntry, though now in a great meaſure 
iſolated from it, he amuſed himſelf with the compo- 
ſition of moral and literary eſſays. Theſe he ſeat to 


the editor of a new periodical paper entitled 7he 
155 X 4 | World. 
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1753 World. But the firſt eſſay he ſent had nearly dif. 


guſted him of writing any more; for being ſomewhat 


long it was neglected, and might perhaps never have 


been printed, if Lord Lyttelton coming accidentally 
into the publiſher's ſhop, and being ſhewn this pa- 


per, had not inſtantly recogniſed the maſterly hand 


of his former aſſociate and friend, and deſired that 
it might be immediately put to the preſs. The re- 
ception it met with encouraged him to go on; and 
he continued to furniſh occaſional papers from that 
year to 1756, when this publication ceaſed, One of 


the volumes was by the ingenious editor dedicated to 
his lordſhip. 


His fon, whom he had now ſent for from Paris, 
was examined by him with the ſame attention as he 


had been in his preceding viſit. He found him im- 


proved in his figure, manners, and addreſs; but ſtill 


thought him far from being the graceful, ſociable, 


amiable man he wiſhed him to be [27]. With a 


view to correct his careleſſneſs and inattention, as ſoon 
as he had loſt all hopes of the reſidentſnip, he ſent 
him firſt to Holland, and then to ſome courts of 


Germany, The formal etiquette of theſe courts he 
thought would engage him to pay a ſtricter regard 
to thoſe little duties of lociety which he had hitherto 


too much neglected ; and as he was not likely to meet 


with many of his countrymen at theſe courts, he hoped 


the chief obſtacles which had obſtructed his improve- 
ment would now be removed [28]. He alſo took 


195 


* * * 


* — 1 
— 0 


aa French letters] in chis clleion vol. III. 2 287. 
[28] Ibid. P. 295. | 
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proper for his attention at theſe different places, and 


the knowledge of which was neceſſary to prevent his 
appearing a ſtranger in them. 


Though lord Cheſterfield now took but little ſhare 


in political tranſactions, or parliamentary debates, yet 
was he far from being indifferent to either, To his 
friends he communicated his thoughts concerning 
public affairs with the utmoſt freedom, and the in- 
tereſt of his country was the chief object of his anxi- 
ous cares. Indeed, when he reflected on his own 
ſituation, precluded by his deafneſs from one of the 
beſt means of information, he could not help laugh- 
ing at his own weakneſs, © This political excur- 
ce fon,” ſays he in one of his letters, - which is the 
& remains of the man of buſineſs, puts me in mind of 
«< Harlequin's making ſeveral paſſes againſt the wall 
c par un reſte de bravoure | 29 |.” 

The circumſtances which appeared to him the moſt 
open to cenſure in the preſent adminiſtration, were 
the want of foreſight, and the irreſolution of the 
councils. On theſe accounts he was much diſpleaſed 
with the repeal of the bill for the naturalization of 
the Jews, which he reproached the miniſtry with 
having weakly given up. A ſpirit of divination ſeems 
to have animated his pen, when, after having quoted 
a very true maxim of his favorite author the Cardinal 
de Retz on this occaſion, that mobs are always kept 
in awe by thoſe who do not fear them, he adds, 


——_—c 
— 


* 


[29] Letters to Mr. Dayrolles, vol. IV. 4 138. 
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* find that they are feared, Wiſe and able go- 
e vernors,” ſays he, © will never, if they can help 
ce 1t, give the people juſt cauſe to complain, but then 
ce on the other hand they will firmly withſtand ground- 
<« Jeſs clamor [30]. 
The ſource of this clamor he principally diniked; 

& being that narrow mob-ſpirit of intoleration in reli- 
* gious, and inhoſpitality in civil matters; both 


<« which, all governments ſhould oppoſe.” A very 


contrary ſpirit breathes indeed in all our earl's writ- 
ings; it is the ſpirit of humanity, comprehenſive be- 
nevolence, and true liberty, very different from law- 
leſs licentiouſneſs. With what honeſt warmth does 
he not reprobate © the contempt which moſt hiſto- 


e rians ſhew for humanity in general, as if the whole 


* human ſpecies conſiſted but of about one hundred 


ce and fifty people, called and dignified (commonly 


ce very undelervedly too) by the titles of emperors, 
e kings, popes, generals, and miniſters [31]?” What 
patriot would not join with him, when, after having 
ſpoken of the liberty the Turkiſh janiſſaries ſometimes 
take of ftrangling their vizir, or their emperor, he 
adds; „I am glad the capital ſtrangler ſhould in his 


* turn be ſtrangleable ; for I know of no brute ſo 


« fierce, nor no criminal ſo guilty, as the creature 
<* called a ſovereign, whether king, ſultan, or ſophi, 
& who thinks himſelf either by divine or human right 
„ yelted with an abſolute power of deſtroying his 


[30] Letters to his fon, vol. II. 4to. p. 328. 
[31] Ibid. p. 306. 
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his right, lawleſsly exerts that power [32]?” What 


good man would not applaud him, when, on account. 


of the diviſions in France between the parliament and 


clergy, he ſo ſtrongly enforees the ſubjection of the 


church in every country to the ſupreme legiſlative 
power; and warmly recommends to his ſon the read- 


ing of the tracts of that great champion, I had al- 


moſt ſaid martyr, in the cauſe of civil liberty, Fra- 
Paolo, and in particular his treatiſe de beneficiis [33]? 
The obſtinacy of lord Cheſterfield's deafneſs, which 


increaſed every day, and diſqualified him more and 


more for ſociety, had induced him to yield to the re- 
peated advice of the faculty, to try whether any be- 
nefit could be obtained from a journey to Spa. He 
was confirmed in this reſolution by a very ſevere fit 
of a gouty rheumatiſm, which, at the ſame time that it 
exerciſed his patience for two or three months in the 
beginning of this year, gave his phyſicians and him- 
ſelf ſome hopes, that the waters might at leaſt in 


ſome meaſure relieve his deafneſs, which they attri- 


buted to the ſame cauſe, It does not appear, how- 
ever, that his rheumatic diſorder was the only circum- 
ſtance that induced him to undertake this journey to 
Spa, for he had mentioned two months before to his 
ſon, that he would probably meet him at that 


1154 


place [34]. He accordingly appointed the time of 


- * —_ * _— — 
1 * 


[32] Letters to his ſon, vol. II. 4to, P- 324. 
2 181 Ibid, P- 329- 
[34] Ibid. p. 33 1. 
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ployed it in giving him juſt notions of the Engliſh 
conflitution, and of the part which he would foon 
be called to bear in the ſervice of the ſtate. No 
man certainly was capable of delivering thoſe inſtruc- 
tions in a more captivating or rational manner; and to 
thoſe who ſhould have aſſiſted at theſe lectures, it 
would have recalled to mind Pericles, training up 


young Alcibiades. 


Lord Cheſterfield having accompliſned the time 
fixed for his refidence at Spa, which he now thought 
a painful rafk, returned with all poſſible diligence to 
London and his villa. He preſently found that the 
fmall benefit he derived from the waters was but 
temporary, and foon after had fevere returns of the 
complaint for which he had undertaken this — — 
dition. 

Mr. 88 the fame gentleman who has 
fince diſtinguiſhed himſelf fo much among the French, 
and who was not only a man of fcience, but alſo of 
taſte and wit, had been recommended to lord Cheſ- 
terfield [35]. He was furprized to find in that no- 
bleman ſuch a variety of knowledge, and ſuch a 


thorough acquaintance with the French language, 


—— 


— — 


[35] This gentleman fignalized himſelf in the laſt 
war in America, and was fecond in command to 
Monſieur de Montcalm, governor of Canada. The ac- 
count of his voyage round the world ſince that time 
may be ſeen in two publications; one by Dom. 


Pernetty, and the other more at large by himſelf. 
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ſecretary of the Academy of inſcriptions and belles 


letters at Paris, he ſuggeſted to him the idea 
of electing lord Cheſterfield one of their foreign 
members, The propofal was firſt intimated to his 


lordſhip; and upon his acceptance the appointment 
was made, and a letter was written to him in the 


name of that learned body. This drew from him a 
letter of thanks, which he communicated to me in 
Engliſh, and for the tranflation of which he did me 
the honor to borrow my pen [ 36]. 

His ſon had now got a ſeat in parliament ; and the 
father, equally anxious for his ſuccels, took infinite 
Pains to prepare him for his firſt appearance as a 
ſpeaker. The young man ſeems to have ſucceeded 


tolerably well upon the whole, but on account of 


his ſhyneſs was obliged to ſtop, and, if I am not miſ- 
taken, to have recourſe to his notes. Lord Cheſter- 
field uſed every argument in his power to comfort 
him, and to inſpire him with confidence and courage 
to make fome other attempt ; but I have not heard 
that Mr. Stanhope ever ſpoke again in the houſe. 

He had an opportunity next year of conferring an 
obligation'on the court, unaſked, and unpaid for ir. 
A noble earl, who had expected to be appointed to 
the poſt of groom of the ſtole, as being the firſt on 
the liſt of the lords of the bed-chamber [37], thought 


8 
( 


— —— 
* 


36] The original and tranſlation are both found 


in this collection of miſcellaneous pieces, vol. | = 


[37] Lord Pawlett. 
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1755 proper to reſign that place. To ſhew his diſpleaſure, 
fate in the ſeaſon, and at a time when the arrange- 


ments for the king's annual expedition to Hanover 
were already taken, he made a motion in the houſe of 
peers, to preſent an addreſs to his majeſty, to defire he 
would not leave England at a period. when a new 


War was expected. He hinted, indeed, that theſe 
frequent voyages were inconvenient to the nation, and 


contrary. to the act of ſettlement, A public debate 
on this delicate ſubje&t would have been attended 
with improper reflections from the ſpeakers on both 
ſides of the queſtion. Lord Cheſterfield took there- 


fore the moſt prudent ſtep, in moving for an adjourn- 
ment, which paſſed without difficulty. As this cir- 


cumſtance muſt have been very agreeable to the king, 
many perſons conjectured that our earl's views were 


intereſted, and that he expected to be appointed to 
ſome high poſt in the adminiſtration. But every mo- 
tive of this kind he ſolemnly diſclaimed in a very in- 
tereſting letter to Mr. Dayrolles [38 J, which on many 


accounts I recommend to the peruſal of my readers. 


I am certain, that the ſentiments it contains are ſuch 


as the moſt virtuous man would adopt. 
Indeed his ſtate of health became every day more 


diſtreſſing. He found himſelf by his increaſed deaf- 
' neſs cut off from the ſociety of mankind, and ſtrug- 
gling againſt multiplied infirmities both of body and 
mind. He had taken with him to Blackheath all the 


materials neceſſary for writing ſome hiſtorical tracts 


. % -” 4". 
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138] Letters to Mr. Dayrolles, vol. IV. p. 167. 
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of his own times, which he intended to pen with the 1755 


rifteſt regard to truth, and none to perſons, himſelf 


not excepted. But, finding his mind ill-diſpoſed for 
ſuch a work, he did not attempt it, well-knowing, 
that whatever is not done with inclination and ſpirit, 
will be very ill done [ 39]. 

The preparations for a rupture with the court of 
France, on account of America, ſeemed at firſt not 
very alarming to lord Cheſterfield, He thought they 
would not attempt any diverſion in Flanders, or, if 
they did, that their force could be oppoſed in that 
quarter; or, at leaſt, that the Dutch could be ſuf- 
ficiently ſupported, to prevent their ſubmitting to a 
"neutrality, or accepting any other terms the French 
might wiſh to impoſe. Still depending upon our 


former alliances, and our reſolution not to be parties 


upon the continent, he rather wiſhed for a war, if 
. vigorouſly carried on at ſea, as being the beſt means 
of deſtroying the enemy's navy and commerce | 40]. 
But he ſoon altered his opinion, when he was in- 
formed of the defection of thoſe who had been 
thought England's firmeſt allies, and eſpecially the 
houſe of Auſtria, It muſt be owned, that the low- 
neſs, or rather the fluctuation, of his ſpirits had ſome 
influence upon his opinions concerning the event of 
the war. His diſcouragements aroſe, not more from 
the number of our enemies, than from the finking 
ſpirit of the nation, and the diviſions as well as the 
incapacity of thoſe who preſided at the helm. 


[39] Letters to Mr. Dayrolles, vol. IV. p..169. 
[40] Ibid, p. 174. 
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In theſe circumſtances, however, he had {till a freſh 
opportunity of manifeſting his friendly diſpoſition to 
government. The ſubſidiary treaties with the courts 
of Ruſſia and Heſſe - Caſſel, being ſubmitted to the 
conſideration of parliament, excited great debates in 


both houſes. Lord Cheſterfield, who approved of the 
firſt as much as he diſliked the ſecond, ſpoke warmly, 
though without preparation, in defence of his opinion, 


in the houſe of lords. He ſhone as uſual, and did 


not ſeem to have loſt any of his former vigor; but 


this exertion fatigued him ſo much, that he was 


obliged to be carried home immediately after, and 


never again appeared as a ſpeaker in the houſe [41]. 
From this day, which may be looked upon as the 


1768 cloſe of our earl's political career, his life may be 


divided into two periods; the firſt concluding with 
the death of his ſon Mr. Stanhope, which happened 
in 1768; the ſecond with his own deceaſe, in 1773. 
In the former of theſe, the chief object of his care 
and attention was the improvement and promotion of 
Mr. Stanhope. In the latter, the care of his own 


health, or rather, the temporary alleviation of thoſe 
infirmities, which he well knew would attend him to 


his grave. 
The purſuits of each of theſe periods are diverſi- 


fied only by his correſpondence with his friends, his 


amuſements in his garden, and his application in his 
library : for though he continued ta receive company, 
foreign as well as Engliſh, he frequently laments the 
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(4) Letters to Mr, Dayrolles, vol. Iv. p. 178. 
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little capacity he had left him by his deafneſs either 
of entertaining or being entertained by them. His 
memoirs, therefore, henceforward will contain little 
more than references to his letters, and a hiſtory of 
that gradual decay, the firſt advances of which he 
appears himſelf to have diſcovered above twenty years 
before his death. 

Retired from the councils, and in a great meaſure 
from the ſociety of the principal men in power, lord 
Cheſterfield ſeems not to have pretended to any know- 
ledge of the interior plans of government, and only 
hazards his conjectures on public affairs. He ex- 
preſſes, in many of his letters, the impoſſibility there 
1s, that any perſon who 1s not in the immediate circle 
of bulineſs ſhould be able to form a competent judge- 
ment 1n political matters; ridicules the abſurdity of 
pretenders to that ſort of knowledge ; and offers his 
opinions as mere random thoughts, thrown out upon 
the public topic of the day. It is no wonder then, 
that we find his lordſhip, in the ſubſequent years, fre- 
quently miſtaking in his views and expectations on 
the conſequences of that war which was now Ceclared : 
a war, which, from the various, and, as it was then 
thought, almoſt unnatural combinations it produced, 
contradicted the whole uniform experience of our 
earl, as a ſtateſman; and, when ſeen through the 
gloomy medium of a diſtempered habit, appeared 
every way formidable and deſtructive to Great Britain, 
It muſt be acknowledged, indeed, that the miſcarriage 
of our fleet before Mahon, and the loſs of fo conſi- 
derable a poſſeſſion as the iſland of Minorca, in the 


very outſet of the war, joined to the apprehenſions 
Tok bk. ES lord 
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1756 lord Cheſterfield conceived of a ſecret negotiation be-, 


to 


1758 tween France and Spain to deprive us of Gibraltar, 
—— *were ſufficient to give him the alarm. On the other 


hand, it is equally certain, that the Engliſh are ſeldom 
ſucceſsful in the commencement of hoſtilities. The 
lion, conſiding perhaps too much in his own ſtrength, 
gives way to indolence and ſecurity, till rouſed into 
action by repeated attacks of his enemies. Yet, what- 
ever dependence might reaſonably have been founded 
on this reflection, there were other cauſes, which might 


fairly juſtify the apprehenſions of a ſpeculative politi- 


cian. The balance of Europe ſeemed to be entirely 


deſtroyed. All the principal powers had thrown their 


weight into one ſcale. There remained among the 
crowned heads but a ſingle ally for Great Britain; and 
he had been almoſt from his cradle her enemy. Be- 
ſides, it was impoſſible for lord Cheſterfield to con- 


ceive, that the force of the king of Pruſſia alone would 


be ſufficient, in conjuction with us, to withſtand the 
united efforts of France, Auſtria, the Empire, Saxony, 
Ruſſia, and Sweden [42] The wonders that mo- 


ee - !— d 


[42] The actual forces of theſe powers, employed 
againſt Great Britain and her ally the king of Pruſſia, 
amounted to upwards of 800,000 men, excluſive of 


the whole maritime power of France, 


The Auſtrian forces were computed at 300,000 men. 


The French at 300,000 
The Ruſſians employed on this occaſion, 150,000 
The Saxons, e 30,000 
The Swedes, 2 5,000 

In all, 805,000 


narch 
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narch was equal to were yet to be ſeen; and, however 1756 
great might be the idea our earl To entertained of 1768 


him, it can bring no imputation upon his political ſa- 
gacity, not to have foreſeen the miraculous exertions 
of which that hero ſhewed himſelf Ee in the 
events of the war. 

With reſpect to the ſuppoſed engagements between 
France and Spain relative to Gibraltar, though lord 
Cheſterfield feems to have miſtaken both the time and 
the object of them, till it muſt be conſidered, that 
there was great probability in the conjecture. He 
well knew, from his own experience, how much the 
pride of Spain 1s hurt, that Great Britain ſhould retain 
that important and almoſt impregnable fortreſs, the 
principal key of her dominions ; and, however her ge- 
neral political intereſts may recommend_a good un- 
derſtanding with the Engliſh, it is probable ſhe will 
never heartily unite with them, ſo long as that place 
remains in their hands. A few years after ſhe choſe 
to enter the liſts, but in a ſhort time found how un- 
equal a conteſt ſhe had engaged in with an enemy then 
in the full career of victory. 

The national debt was another very alarming conſi- 
deration to lord Cheſterfield; but his fears in this 
reſpect were the fears of the whole nation. The mul- 
titude had always looked upon it as a prodigy big 
with ruin. The ableſt and moſt enlightened ſtateſmen 
had fixed the point it then ſtood at, as the utmoſt 
verge of ſafety; and all beyond was ſtigmatized with 
dark and fatal predictions. The increale of it to that 
enormous bulk at which it arrived before the end of 
the war, in the midſt of the greateſt national proſpe- 

Y 2 rity, 
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1756 rity, was, in the conception of all men at that time, 
1768 as utter an impoſſibility as the aftoniſhing triumphs of 
—— our ally the king of Pruſſia, 
The events of 1757 and 1758 ſerved only to con- 
firm lord Cheſterfield in his political deſpondency. 
His letters in this period to Mr, Dayrolles are all 
expreſſive of his fears and apprehenſions for the event. 
He continued under the influence of the ſame im- 
preſſions till the latter end of the year 1759, except- 
ing a ſmall interval in the beginning of the ſummer 
1758 [43]. 
During the greateſt part of this time, Mr. Stan- 
hope, who had returned to England in 1754 to take 
his ſeat in parliament, continued at home. In 1757 
he repaired in a public character to Hamburgh, the 
reſidence at that time of all the principal perſons of 
thoſe parts of the Empire, which either were, or ſeemed 
likely to be, the ſeat of war. His letters to his ſon at 
this conjuncture, though of a different turn from thoſe 
of former periods, ſhew no leſs anxiety for his ſucceſs. 
A very remarkable hint is conveyed in one of them, 
for detaching the empreſs of Ruſſia from her connec- 
tions with our enemies {| 44]; but this ſeems to have 
been too nice a commiſſion for ſo young a negotiator, 
The immediate aim of lord Cheſterfield at this time 
was to procure for Mr, Stanhope, either an appoint- 
ment to the court of Berlin, or that he might ſucceed 
Mr, Burriſh in his employment at Munich; and he 


4 
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[43] Letters to his ſon, letter CX. 
44] Ibid. letter CIII. 
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omitted no opportunity of exhorting him to recom- 
mend himſelf, by diligence, activity, and addreſs, to 
thoſe who had it in their power to promote him. Mr. 
Stanhope's health, as well as other reaſons, made him 
wiſh to return home for ſome months in the year 
1758, and alſo in the ſummer 1759; but he was both 
times diſappointed. He could not be ſpared from 
Hamburgh. However the earl might wiſh to ſee 
him, he looked upon this neceſſity of his abſence as a 
ſufficient compenſation, 

Bur Mr. Stanhope's ill ſtate of health was ſuch as 
to overcome all other conſiderations. Leave was 
aſked and obtained for him to come home in Autumn 
1759; and he continued in London till the end of the 
War. 

In June 1763 we find Mr. Stanhope at the Hague, 
on his way to Ratiſbon, to which place he was ſent 
in a public character. In this ſituation lord Cheſter- 
field's experience ſeems to have furniſhed him with a 
very uſeful expedient for abridging the tedious and 
intricate ceremonials ſo much inſiſted upon in Ger- 


man courts [45]. His ſtay, however, was bur ſhort. 
| In 


—— ̃ — — 
—— 
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[45] „I ſee by the news-papers, as well as by 
ce your letter, that the difficulty ſtill ſubſiſts about 
« your ceremonial at Ratiſbon: ſhould they, from 
« pride and folly, prove. inſuperable, and obſtruct 
« your real buſineſs, there is one expedient, which 
e may perhaps remove difficulties, and which I have 
te often known practiſed; but which, I believe, our 
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1750 In autumn he was called home by the miniſtry, to at- 
1768 tend the enſuing ſeſſion of parliament [ 46], for which 
—— they thought it neceſſary to collect their whole force. 


Lord Chelterfield, though not much pleaſed with this 
ſummons, recommended, agreeably to his conſtant 
maxim, a ready and obliging ſubmiſſion to it; and 
we may reaſonably conclude, the earl's admonition 
had its intended effect; for ſoon after Mr. Stanhope 
was appointed envoy- extraordinary to the court of 
Dreſden, whither he repaired as ſoon as the ſeſſion 
was over. From this time to the latter end of the 
year 1766, Mr. Stanhope continued in Germany, 
having, at the requeſt of the miniſtry, who were ſtill 
hard preſſed, vacated his ſeat in parliament ſoon after 
his arrival at Dreſden, This reſidence appears to 
have completed the ruin of his conſtitution. His 
health, which in all ſituations was delicate, ſeems to 
have been quite overcome by the German winters. 


w — 


& people here know nothing of: it is to have the cha- 
&« racter of miniſter only in the oſtenſible title, and 
ce that of envoy- extraordinary in your pocket, to pro- 
ce duce occaſionally, eſpecially if you ſhould be ſent 
eto any of the electors in your neighbourhood; or 
< elſe, in any tranſaction that you may have, in which 
« your title as envoy-extraordinary may create great 
* difficulties, to have a reverſal given you, declaring, 
ce that the temporary ſuſpenſion of that character, ue 
&« Jounera pas la 9 atteinte ni à vos droits, ni à 


« vos pretentions.” Letters to his ſon, letter CXL VII. 
| [46] Ibid, letter CL, 


He 
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He was obliged in 1766 to have recourſe firſt to the 1756 
waters of Baden, and then to a tour into the ſouth of 1768 
France [47]. The earl, who watched perpetually —— 
over him as his guardian angel, and forgot his own 
infirmities to provide againſt thoſe of his ſon, ex- 
preſſes great anxiety on theſe occaſions, and ſeems 
with difficulty to conceal ſome forebodings of the 
event, Mr. Stanhope, however, in the ſpring of 
1767, either found, or fancied he found, himſelf well 
enough to return to Dreſden, which he accordingly 
did in May following: and his perſuaſion in this re- 
ſpect was fo ſtrong, that, notwithſtanding he was again 
attacked by the ſame complaint, he wrote to the earl, 
that he thought himſelf able to paſs the winter at that 
court. His lordſhip ſeems to have been fo much ia- 1a 
fluenced by this declaration, that he was taking mea- 
ſures for ſecuring him a ſeat in the next parliament, 
which was to be choſen in 1768. In this view his 
lordſhip was diſappointed by the miniſter on whom 
he had placed his dependence [48]; but this dilap- 
pointment he had not occaſion long to regret, Mr. 
Stanhope, notwithſtanding his ſanguine expectations, 
was obliged to quit Drefden, and repair again to the 
South of France, from whence he never returned. 


7 5 . | ; 


[47] Letters to his ſon, letters CLXXIX. 
CELXXX:; Ke. 

[48] * You will not be in this parliament, at leaſt 
ce not at the beginning of it. I relied too much upon 
© lord C——s promiſe, above a year ago at Bath.“ 


Tbid, letter CXCV. 
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During his illneſs there, he ſeems to have expreſſed 
ſome jealouſy at his place being ſupplied by a new 
perſon during his abſence. Lord Cheſterfield makes 
him eaſy on this head, by acquainting him that he 
had received aſſurances from the miniſtry, that per- 
ſon ſhould not interfere with him as ſoon as he was 
capable of reſuming his employment [49]. The 
gentleman here alluded to was ſhortly after appointed 
envoy to Denmark, where, by a very ſpirited and 
judicious exertion upon a melancholy occaſion, he 
merited the honor of a red ribband, and an appoint- 
ment to a much ſuperior court | 50 |. « 

The laſt letter lord Cheſterfield wrote to this be- 
loved ſon is dated the 17th of October, 1768. It is 
full of the moſt tender anxiety for his welfare, and of 
his alarms upon receiving information that Mr. 
Stanhope's complaint was of a dropſical nature. This 
was actually the caſe. Every medical aſſiſtance was 
tried in vain to relieve him. Mr. Stanhope died of 
a dropſy, at a houſe in the country near Avignon, on 
the 16th of November, 1768, 

The effect of this ſtroke on lord Cheſterfield was 
fach as might be expected. If his lordſhip's age 
might be ſuppoſed to render him leſs ſuſceptible of 
impreſſions, his infirmities made him leſs capable of 
reſiſting them. The ſtate of his health was now 
become very critical. From the year 1756 his rheu- 


4 R 
— * — 


— —— — —_ 


[4g] 1 Letters to his 3 letter CX CVI. 


[50] He ſucceeded lord . Stormont at the court of 
Vienna. 
matic 
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matic complaints [gi] and the giddineſs in his head 1750 
had been Increaſing 3 but they proceeded by flower, 1768 
and, to himſelf at leaſt, much more imperceptible —— 
degrees, than his deafneſs. The compariſon he 
ſeems conſtantly to have made between the loſs of 
hearing and that of ſight, proves ſufficiently in what 
unuſual eſtimation he held the former. Every man 
almoſt knows the value of his eyes, and may from 
thence be taught to judge of what only the few, who 

are formed for the more delicate enjoyments of 
converſation, are capable of fecling under the cala- 
mity our earl was afflicted with. Perhaps he carried 

this matter rather too far, eſpecially as his defect 
amounted at moſt only to a difficulty, not a depriva- 

tion of the ſenſe. By his own account, all he re- 
quired in order to be able to diſtinguiſh what was 

ſaid, was, that the perſon ſpeaking ſhould not be at 

too great a diſtance, and that the voice ſhould be di- 


— — — "_ — 
— — — * — ” ” _ * 


[51] Lord Cheſterfield having ſuffered for a long 
time, and very ſeverely, with the rheumatiſm, for 
which he had taken a variety of medicines without 
receiving any benefit, reſolved at laſt to try the effect 
of calomel. He took five grains of it; and, this pro- 
ducing no ſenſible alteration, he increaſed the doſe in 
a day or two to ſeven, He was preſently after ſeized 
with a ſalivation, the ſymptoms of which ran very 
high, and which his phyſician tried in vain to ſtop. 
It continued for ſix weeks; but at the end of that 
time his lordſhip was entirely free from his rheumatic 
pains, and never felt them afterwards. 


_———_ -— — — 
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1756 rected in a ſtraight line towards him. His other 


1768 complaints were of a more ſerious nature; but even 
— theſe admitted of conſiderable relief. The uſe of a 


milk diet, to which, after a very ſevere fit of illneſs 
in the beginning of the year 1759, he confined him- 
ſelf almoſt entirely for ſome time, was of peculiar - 
ſervice to him. In this and the following year the 
general ſtate of lord Cheiterfield's health ſeems to 
have been better than he had reaſon to expect; yet 
we do not find him {ſpeaking of it with that chearful- 
neſs which his good-humor and lively diſpoſition 
would lead us to imagine. The mind, when unoc- 
cupied by purſuits of pleaſure, buſineſs, or ambi- 
tion, naturally inclines to ſpeculation; and this, 
when influenced by perional infirmities, as naturally 
contracts a melancholy caſt. It is no wonder then, 
that our gay and ſprightly earl, whom retirement, 
and the ſolitary occupations of the library and the 
garden, aſſiſted by the enemy he ſo much dreaded, 
the defect of hearing, had inſenſibly conducted to 
this point, ſhould, in ſpeaking of his health, expreſs 
himſelf in terms ſometimes bordering upon diſgult 
and deſpondency. For this reaſon we muſt not be 
ſurpriſed that, in ſome of his letters at this period, he 
deſcribes himſelf as totally unconnefted with the 
world, detached from life, bearing the burthen of it 
with patience from inſtinct rather than reaſon, and from 
that principle alone, taking all proper methods to pre- 


ſerve it [52], It is true, he endeavours to gloſs 


[52] Letter XXXIX. to the biſhop of Water- 
ford, vol. IV. p. 283, 4 
over 
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over theſe, ideas as the reſult only of a philoſophic 1756 
habit of mind; but it requires little care in the ana- 1768 
lyſing, to diſcover the genuine ſource of them. This —— 


is evident, whatever ſeeming moderation there may 
otherwiſe be, in the paſſage where he compares him- 
ſelf to Solomon, and exclaims with that diſappointed 
monarch, * All is vanity and vexation of ſpirit [5 34 * 
There is more good-humor in the reſemblance he 
makes out between himſelf and the cabbages in his 
garden, which, in more than one of his letters, he 
jocoſely ſtiles his fellow-vegelables. 

There was another and more ſtriking compariſon 
brought home to the earl about this time. His old 
ſervant White, who had lived with him forty years, 
was ſeized with a dangerous fit of illneſs, His ſenti- 
ments on this occaſion, as expreſſed in his letter to 
the biſhop of Waterford [| 54], are a very natural 


picture of a feeling mind under the dominion of 


ſome of the cloſeſt attachments of ſympathy, The 
near equality of their age, the time they had paſſed 
together, the mutual decay of conſtitution, and the 
conſequent doubt which of them would arrive ſooneſt 
at their laſt ſtage, became matter of very intereſting 
contemplation to the earl. 

In other reſpects, lord Cheſterfield's vivacity was 
uniform and undiminiſhed; his attention to public 
and private tranſactions ſtill the ſame. The carl of 
Halifax was in the year 1761 appointed lord lieute- 
nant of Ireland, and went over to take poſſeſſion of 


[53] Letter XLI. to the biſhop of WW aterford, 
P. 237, 
[54] Ibid, letter XLVII. p. 297. 
* huis 
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#736 his government immediately after the coronation. 
1768 The celebrated ſpeech, with which this nobleman 


A EMOTR OF 


—— opened the ſeſſion of the Iriſh parliament, is well 


known as a maſter-piece of oratory. But it had a 
further recommendation to lord Cheſterfield. The 
three great objects propoſed in it were, the encou- 
ragement of the Proteſtant charter- ſchools; the im- 
provement of the linen manufacture; and the allow- 
ing a proper indulgence to Roman Catholics | 55]. 
Theſe were the points lord Cheſterfield had moſt at 
heart, No man, as we have already ſeen, knew bet- 
ter than he did, the real intereſt of that country, or 
had purſued it with more ſucceſs; the face of the 
whole kingdom having been changed during his wiſe 
and diſintereſted adminiſtration. His zeal for the 
welfare of Ireland, which commenced at that period, 


did not ceaſe with his office. He continued to watch 


over it with a kind of paternal care, and rejoices in 


every inſtance where he ſees the ſame plan of bene- 


ficial meaſures promoted or improved. The efta- 
bliſhment for encouraging Proteſtant charter-ſchools 
had been ſet on foot by the biſhops of Waterford 
and Meath ; and lord Cheſterfield had ſubſcribed to- 
wards It U 56), The promotion of Iriſh manufac- 
tures, particularly thoſe of linen, is ſtrongly recom- 
mended in ſeveral of his letters to the biſhop, and in 
thoſe. to Mr, Prior. (57 In ſpeaking upon this 


1435] Letter XLVIL to the biſhop of Waterford, 
P- 297. 
17 Ibid. letter XIII. p. 239. 
37 hey are to be found in the fourth volume, 
2 P- 332. to 343. 
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point, he frequently takes occaſion to deplore the too 1255 
prevalent cuſtom of hard- drinking in Ireland [58 J. 1768 


The importation of five thouſand tuns of wine, com- —— 


munibus annis, he conſiders as a melancholy proof of 
this fatal cuſtom ; and humorouſly adds, that à claret- 
board, if there were one, would be much better attended 
than the linen-board [59]. He exhorts the Iriſh to 
mind their ſpinning and weaving, and lay aſide their 


politics. Mild treatment and an eaſy unſuſpicious 


intercourſe with the Roman Catholics had been the 
rule of lord Cheſterfield's government, in a criſis 
which might well have juſtified the moſt rigorous ex- 
ecution of the laws againſt them. It was his con- 
ſtant maxim, that gentle uſage was the moſt likely 
means to keep them quiet, if not to gain them over ; 
and he urged it again in the year 1757, as the beſt 
advice he could give at a period which he eſteemed 
little leſs dangerous than that of his own admini- 
ſtration. 

The expulſion of the Jeſuits from France, which 
happened about this time, was an event of too extra- 
ordinary a nature not to attract the attention of our 
earl. Though they had with great ability reſiſted 
ſeveral powerful attacks that had been made againſt 
them, yet this, he obſerves, appeared to be the de- 


wh... n 


1233 


— 


[58] So great was lord Cheſterfield's influence in 
Ireland, that 1 have been informed, no perſon was 
ever ſeen drunk in public during the whole of his 
adminiſtration. 


[59] Letters to Mr. Prior, vol. IV. p. 339. 
ciſive 
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1756 ciſive ſtroke z and he ventures to pronounce, that they 
1 1768 will never recover it 60]. The ſubſequent hiſtory 
—— of that learned, but pernicious ſociety, hath fully con- 


firmed this prophecy. Their diſgrace in France hath 
been followed by their expulſion from all parts of the 
world. They have been baniſhed even from Para- 
guay, which might be emphatically ſtiled the king- 
dom of their own creation ; and where, according to 
the opinion of the celebrated Monteſquieu, the good 
laws and inſtitutions they had made ſeemed to pro- 
miſe an eternal duration of their way, and might be 
admitted as an apology for their ambition | 61 |. 
The earl ſeems to have carried his obſervation ſtill 
farther on this ſubject, and to have extended it to 
the religious, as well as political, dominion of the 
pope ; the permanence of which he ſcems to doubt, 
and gravely admoniſhes a lady in France, that he 
trembles for the holy father himſelf in the next cen- 


— 
— * — — 


[ 60] Letter L. to the biſhop of Waterford. 

[61] This is alſo the opinion of another philoſo- 
phic and elegant writer of the preſent age, who ſeems 
to have purſued the ſame idea. But ſince Paraguay 


has been brought under the dominion of Spain, it has 


appeared, that the empire, Which theſe fathers have 
exerciſed in that extenſive continent, has been founded 
on the moſt odious principles of tyranny; and that 
they had reduced the deluded and barbarous inha- 


bitants of that fertile ſpot to the moſt abject ſtate of 
ſlavery, 


HY 
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papal territories, within a few years after, had the 


3ST 
tury [62]. The ſeizure of a conſiderable part of the 1756 


ro 


1768 


appearance of anticipating conſiderably his lordſhip's —— 


prediction. 


From the beginning of the year 1765, the effects 
of that low and gradual progreſs towards diſſolution, 
which the earl had ſo many years experienced, be- 
came more viſible. Though he deſcribes himſelf 
rather as gliding gently along the ſteep, than hurried 
down the precipice; yet the complaints he makes of 
the difficulty he finds in writing, and the intervals 
between his letters to the biſhop of Waterford, which 
are the moſt regularly continued of any we find in 
this period to his friends, are ſure indications of a very 
conſiderable change. It is evident, however, that 
his faculties were not in the leaſt impaired ; and, 
what is extraordinary, his correſpondence with his ſon 
is not leſs punctual, nor the intelligence he gives him 
of public affairs, from time to time, leſs intereſting ar 
leſs entertaining than formerly. 

In this ſtare of mind, but with a ſtate of body 
very unequal to the ſhock, lord Cheſterfield received 
the news of Mr. Stanhope's death : an only and molt 
tenderly-beloved ſon, on whoſe education the utmoſt 
care and attention a fond parent 1s capable of had 
been beſtowed ; of whoſe ſucceſs in life the moſt ſan- 
guine expectations had been formed; and for whoſe 
ſake chiefly his father ſeemed now to ſupport the 


ae — 
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—— 
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{ 62] See French letters in this collection, vol. III. 
P. 323. 
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1756 remaining burthen of a painful and tedious exiſtence. 
1768 The affliction of itſelf was ſufficient; but it was en- 


hanced by another, ſcarce leſs diſtreſſing, piece of in- 
telligence.. It was announced by a lady, who took 
this firſt opportunity of acquainting the earl, that 
ſne had been married to Mr. Stanhope ſeveral years, 
and had two children by him, which were then with 
her. Whatever lord Cheſterfield's feelings might be 
at receiving this authentic information of a clan- 
deſtine engagement, contracted by his ſon ſo long be- 
fore, concealed with ſo much art and induſtry, and 
brought to light at ſuch an inſtant, he did not con- 
found the innocent with the guilty. He took upon 
himſelf the care of providing for the children; and 
informed Mrs. Stanhope, that ſhe ſhould be exoner- 
ated from the expence of their future maintenance. 
Lord Cheſterfield's deareſt hopes being thus de- 
feated, he endeavoured to fill up the vacancy by an 
attention truly becoming his character and rank. 
He had in the year 1767 adopted the ſon of his 
kinſman, Mr. Stanhope of Mansfield, heir to the title; 


but not to the eſtates [63]. At this advanced time 


of life we find him with uncommon care, and everi 
anxiety, ſuperintending the education of his ſucceſſor 
and it is remarkable, with what ſatisfaction he ac- 
quaints the biſhop of Waterford with the early prof- 
pects of his improvement [64]. The choice he made 


_ 4 


[63] All the eſtates that came from the late earl 
to his ſucceſſor were annexed to the title by his will. 
{64] Letter LIX. to the biſhop of Waterford. 
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was worthy of himſelf [65]; and the correſpondence, 
which, notwithſtanding his infirmities, he regularly 
kept up with him, is an undoubted proof how much 
he had at heart the future luſtre of the honors he 
bore. Theſe letters have not yet appeared under any 
ſanction of authority; but the principle of them is 
ſo noble, and the end propoſed ſo becoming the dig- 
nity of a great name, that it is hoped they will not 
always be withheld from the public. It is plain, 
from a letter of the earl's to Mr. Dayrolles, dated 
Sept. 10, 1772, that this attention continued the 
ſame to the end of his life. 

In the year 1771, the earl's good fiend the biſhop 
of Waterford met with a very ſevere misfortune in 
his family, His ſon Mr. Chenevix, a gentleman of 


the moſt promiſing expectation, had it not been for 


a conſumptive habit (of which his conſtitution gave 
early ſymptoms), fell a ſacrifice to that fatal diſtem- 
per, notwithſtanding all his care by regularity of diet 


and exerciſe to put a ſtop to it, He died at Nice, 


to which place he had been ſent by his indulgent 
father, in the fond hope of reſtoring his health. Lord 
Cheſterfield's friendſhip for the biſhop of Waterford 
was too ſtrong to be merely perſonal. It extended 
to his whole family. The biſhop's brother, lieute- 


* 
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[65] Mr. D' 88 a Swiſs gentleman of good 


family and great abilities, recommended to lord 
Cheſterfield by Mr. Day rolles. 


Vol. 1 0 2 nant 
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of a perſon to accompany the young gentleman in 1709 


his travels, and to take the care of his education, 1773 


— 


354 R Hees SF: 
1769 nant-colonel Chenevix of the Carabineers, had re- 
177 3 ceived marks of the carl's regard and confidence 
— during his adminiſtration in Ireland, and had acquit- 
ted himſelf with an ability and integrity ſuitable to 
the truſt repoſed in him 66. The death of this gal- 
lant and worthy officer, which happened in the year 
1758, was much regretted by his lordſhip. T he fame 
cauſe operating in a greater degree, and aided, more- 
over, by that partiality our earl always ſeems to have 
entertained for the rifing generation, wherever he dif- 
covered the dawnings of merit to juſtify it, had from 
the beginning warmly intereſted him in favor of 
young Mr. Chenevix. He made frequent inquiries 
about him ; and in particular we find him in the year 
1761 earneſtly congratulating the biſhop on the ſuc- 
ceſs of his ſon at the univerſity, and on the report of 
his being likely to anſwer not only the hopes, but 
the wiſhes of his worthy father | 67 J. Theſe congra- 
tulations are repeated in 1767, when Mr. Chenevix 
_ firſt appeared in the pulpit[68]. The earl's letter 
to the biſhop of the 19th Dec. 1771, is a letter of 
condolence on the melancholy event of his ſon's death; 
This is the laſt letter from the earl to the biſhop in 
this collection; and it is probably the Jaſt he ever 
wrote to him : his correſpondence thus cloſing with 
the kind office of endeavouring to adminiſter comfort 
to his friend, laboring under the fame affliction he 


— 


— 2 


[66] See p. 258. of theſe memoirs. 
- [67] Letter XLVIII. to the biſtiop of Waterford. 
[68] Ibid, letter LXI. 
3. had 
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had himſelf but lately experienced. It is obſervable, 
that he preſcribes to him the ſame kind of relief, 
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The care of your grandſon, ſays the earl, will be a pro--— 


per avocation from your grief. 

We have already given an account of lord Che- 
ſterfield's health to the year 1769, From that time, 
the only material alteration in it was a ſtubborn in- 
flammation in his eyes, which frequently deprived 
him of the only comfort he had left. His fears upon 
this occaſion, leſt he ſhould totally loſe the bleſſing 
of ſight, are expreſſed in the ſtrongeſt terms, It is 
obſerved, in the notes ſubjoined to a few of his laſt 


letters to the biſhop of Waterford, that the originals 


are ſome of them written in a very trembling hand; 
and that there are others which are evidently in the 
hand-writing of another perſon. This goes no fur- 
ther than the latter end of 1771. I am informed, 
from private authority | 69], that the few letters the 
earl ſent in the year 1772, were all dictated to an 
amanuenſis, and only ſigned by him. 

Lord Cheſterfield had now, as he himſelf mentions, 


out- lived almoſt all his friends and cotemporaries. 


He had ſtill, however, one brother living, Sir William 
Stanhope ; who had for ſome years been in a very 
precarious ſtate of health, and had been obliged to 


eee 
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[69] The editor is obliged to Mr. Dayrolles for 
this information, as well as for the communication 
of ſeveral other very material circumſtances; and 
embraces this opportunity of making his public ac- 
knowledgements to him for his great civilities. 

42 2 paſs 
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1769 paſs his winters in the ſouth of France, in order to 

1 3 avoid the rigor of this climate. In the ſummer 1772, 

—— Sir William, on his annual return to England, was 
taken ſuddenly ill, and died near Dijon, not being 
able to proceed any further on his journey | 70]. 

Lord Cheſterfield himſelf had been ſeized in the 
beginning of the ſame ſummer with a diarrhea, 
which baffled the beſt endeavours of the medical art. 
He mentions it in the laſt letter to his friend Mr, 
Dayrolles, publiſhed in this collection, dated Sept. 
24, 1772. This ſymptom continued more or leſs 
troubleſome ever after, and was in the end the cauſe 
of his death. He was afflicted with no other illneſs ; 
and remained to the laſt free from all manner of 
pain, enjoying his ſurprizing memory and preſence of 
mind to his lateſt breath; perfectly compoſed and 
reſigned to part with life, and only regretting, that 
death was ſo tardy to meet him. 

Upon the morning of his deceaſe, and about half 
an hour before it happened, Mr. Dayrolles called 
upon him to make his uſual viſit. When he had 
entered the room, the valet de chambre opening the 
curtains of the bed announced Mr. Dayrolles to his 
lordſhip. © The earl juſt found ſtrength enough, in a 
faint voice, to ſay, Give Dayrolles a chair, Theſe 
were the laſt words he was heard to ſpeak, They 


— 


— 


[70] By che death of Sir William Stanhope, the 
Buckinghamſhire eſtate, amounting to eight thouſand 
pounds per annum, which had been given to him by 
his father on his firſt marriage, reverted to the earl. 
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were characteriſtic ; and were remarked by the very 1769 
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able and attentive phyſician { 71] who was then in 1992 
the room. His good-breeding, ſaid that gentleman, —=— 


only quits him with his life. 

Thus died, on the 24th day of March, 1773, 
Philip-Dormer Stanhope, earl of Cheſterfield; a no- 
bleman unequalled in his time, for variety of talents, 
brilliancy of wit, politeneſs, and elegance of converſa- 
tion, At once a man of pleafure and of buſineſs; 
yet never ſuffering the former to encroach upon the 
latter. His embaſſy in Holland marks his ſkill, 
dexterity, and addreſs, as an able negotiator. His 
adminiſtration in Ireland, where his name is ll re- 
vered by all ranks and orders of men, indicates his 
integrity, vigilance, and ſound policy as a ſtateſman, 
His ſpeeches in parliament fix his reputation as a 
diſtinguiſhed orator, in a refined and uncommon 
ſpecies of eloquence. His conduct in public life 
was upright, conſcientious, and ſteady : in private, 


friendly and affectionate: in both, pleaſant, amiable, 


and conciliating. 


Theſe were his excellencies let thoſe who ſurpaſs 
him ſpeak of his defects. 


— —— 


[71] Dr. Warren, phyſician to the king. 
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A, 


DMINISTRATION. Reflections on oppoſition 
to it, 129 —133. | 
Afairs. State of, at the acceſſion of George I. 65. 
 Aix-la-Chapelle. Peace of, 305. 
Algarotti, Obſervations on his dialogues, 83, in note 


54 | 
Arbuthnot Dr.). Character of, 76, and in note 47. 


Atterbury (Biſhop of Rocheſter). Account of, 70, 71, 
and in notes 35, 36, 37. 
Auſtria (Houſe of). Loſes the Imperial dignity, 184. 


B. 


Bath. Account of, 16 3. 
Bavaria (Elector of). Choſen emperor, 184. 
Bergen-op-20om, Siege of, and reduction, 293- 
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Berkeley (Biſhop of Cloyne). Writes a letter to the 
Roman Catholics of his dioceſe, 262. Preſents his 
Minute Philoſopher to lord Cheſterfield, 273. 
Bills (occaſional and ſchiſm). Remarks on the conteſt 
for their repeal, 55, and in note 16. 


Bill (Exciſe). Oppoſition to it, 123, and in the notes 
45, 46. Rejected, 125. 


Bill (Septennial). Repeal of rejected, 136. 

Bill (new one), for adding a tax on ſpirituous liquors, 
209, 

Blackheath. Account of lord Cheſterfield's villa there, 
309+ 

Bolingbroke (Lord). Character and anccdotes of, Bo, 81, 
82, and in the notes. Occaſion of his writing his Idea 
of a Patriot King, 161. His death, 324. 

Boudoir. An apartment in lord Cheſterfield's houſe, 
308. 2 | | 

Bougainville (Mr.). Account of, 332, and in the 
note, | 

Breda. Congreſs. there, for a peace, 286. 

Ereton (Cape). Conqueſt of, 251, and in note 19, 


. 


Calendar (Julian). Its defect. Bill brought into par- 
liament for its reformation, 320—324. 


Carlos (Don). His eftabliſhment in Italy oppoſed by 
the Court of Vienna, 103. 


Caroline (Queen). Her death and character, 1 57, 155, 


159. Anecdote of, 158, in the note. 
Carteret (Lord). Character of, 72. Remarks on his 
ſpeech in fayour of the earl of Orford, 199. © 


| Catz. 
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Catz. Account of, 99, in the note. 
Charles VII. the Emperor. His death, and confe- 

quences of it, 242. ; 

Chenevix (Dr. Richard). See Waterford (biſhop of). 
Chenevix (Rev. Mr.). Son to the biſhop, his death, 
353. 

en (Philip Dormer Stanhope, Farl of). His 
birth, 15. Account of his family, 15, 16, 17, and 
in note 5. Anecdotes of his grandfather, 17, 18, 
19, 20, and in notes 6, 7, 8. Account of his father, 
20—22, and in note 12, Sent to the univerſity of 
Cambridge, 28. His manner of employing his 
time there, 30, 31. His maſters, notes 24, 25, 26. 
His own account of his improvement there, note 
27. Sent on his travels, 33. His reception at 
Paris, 36. His remarks on the death of queen 
Ann, 37, 38, and in notes 37. 40. + Appointed 
one of the gentlemen of the bed-chamber to the 
prince of Wales, 42. His acquaintance with lord 
Scarborough, 43. Choſen member of parliament, 
43. His firſt ſpeech in parliament, on the impeach- 
ment of the managers of the peace of Utrecht, 
45. Goes to Paris, 46. Speech on ſeptennial par- 
liaments, 51, and in note 11. Divides againſt the 
Court in the conteſt for the repeal of the occa- 
ſional and ſchiſm bills, 55. Votes with the mino- 
rity in the houſe of commons, in favour of the 
bill for limiting the number of peers, 58. His con- 
nection with lord Townfhend, 58, 59. Appointed 
captain of the yeomen of the guards, 61. Refuſes 
the red ribband, 61, Becomes acquainted with 
| Algarotti, Montefquien, and Voltaire, 82, 83. His 
2 e attach- 
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attachment to gaming, 85. His ſentiments, and 
ſpeech on George the Second's acceſſion to the 
throne, 87. ' Appointed ambaſſador to the Hague, 
89. During his embaſſy there, ftudies the civil 
law and the imperial code, 94. Becomes acquainted 
with Slingeland and Fagel, 99. His charadder of 
the former, 199. His connettian with Mr. Pay- 
rolles, his Majeſty's reſident at the Hague, 101. 
Contracts an intimacy with the marquis af Fenelon, 
the French ambaſfador, 102. His opinion of the 
Seville treaty, 106, in the note. Appointed. high 
ſteward of his Majeſty's houſehold, and made knight 
of the garter, 113, and in notes 30, 31. His ſe- 
cret negotiation with the Imperial envoy and the 
grand penſionary of Holland, 116, 117, and in notes 
35, 36. Eſpouſes t the intereſt of the prince of Orange, 
117. His character of him, 118, in the note. De- 
fires to be recalled from his embaſſy, on account 
of the ill ſtate of his health, 121. Argues in the 


| houſe of peers againſt the reduction of the num- 


ber, of troops, 122. Oppoſes the exciſe bill, 123, 
124. Surrenders his White ſtaff, 126. Proteſts 
againft the bill for ſettling a portion upon the prin- 
ceſs of Orange, 133. Marries Meloſina de Schu- 
lenburg, counteſs of Walſingbam, 134. His pro- 
teſt in favour of the bill for preventing all of- 
ficers above the rank of colonels from being de- 
priyed of their commiſſion, but by a court mar- 
tial, 139. Complimented on that occaſion by the 
duke of Argyll, 138. Oppoſes a vote of credit, 
141. His ſpeech on the bill for preventing any 


play being performed without the lord chamberlain's 


lcenſe, 
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licenſe; 155, and in note 24. His ſpeech and pro- 
teſt againſt the conyention. treaty, 167, 168, 169, 
and note 34. His ſpeech. on the war with Spain, 
170. Oppoſes the meſſage for an extraordinary 
ſupply, 174. Oppoſes the penſion bill, 174, 175+ 
Votes for addreſſing the king to remove che mi- 
niſter, 179. His ill ſtate of health obliges him to 
go to Spa, 180. His opinion of the king of Pruſ- 

fia, 180, and note 46. Goes to Paris, and his 
connections there, 181, 182. His ſpeech in parlia- 
ment on the poſture of affairs in the year 1741, 
187, 188. His ſpeech on the bill againſt the 
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earl of Orford, 199, 200, 201. Receives ſome be- 


nefit from the uſe of the Spa waters, 202. His 
journey to Bath, 203. His proteſt againſt the 
taking of Hanoverian troops in Britiſh pay, 208, 
Oppoſes the new bill for laying a tax on ſpiri- 
tuous liquors, 2 10. His ſpeech in parliament after 
the battle of Dettingen, and on continuing the 
Hanoverian troops in Britiſh pay, 217, 218. His 
ſpeech on the law of forfeiture, 222, 223. His 
opinion of Mr. Pope, 227. Appointed ambafia- 
dor to the Hague, 234, 235. Reaſons for this 
appointment, 238, His arrival at the Hague, 
239. His inſtructions, 239. Recommends Dr. Che- 


nevix to be made a biſhop, 249. Takes leave of 


the States General; his ſpeech to them on that oc- 
caſion, 249. Sets out for Ireland, 254. Appoints 
Richard Lyddel, eſquire, his ſecretary, 255. His 
ſpeech in the Iriſh parliament, 236. His applica- 
tion for ſupplies, and manner of raiſing them, 258, 
Allows the Raman catholics the free uſe of their 


religion, 


IND TO 


religion, 260. His vigilance during the time of 
the rebellion, 263—267. Refuſes the grant of any 


reverſion, 268. His conduct with regard to the 


Roman catholics, 269, 270. His readineſs to affiſt 
the oppreſſed, 271, and in note 39. Aboliſhes 
every kind of gaming at the caſtle, 272. Gives a 
company to an officer, 272. Increaſes the pay of 
the officers and private men of the yeomen of 
the guards, 273. Procures the title of earl of 
Bleſſington to lord viſcount Montjoy, 273. His 
opinion of biſhop Synge, 274. Patronizes the 
eſtabliſhment of a phyſico-hiſtorical ſociety at Dub- 
lin, 277. Leaves Ireland, 278. Engages the re- 
verend Mr. Codere and Mr. Maittaire to teach his 
{on the rudiments of learning, and the Latin lan- 
guage, 281, and note 45, Appoints Mr. Harte to 
be his tutor, 283. Is made ſecretary of ſtate, 
286. Obtains the place of reſident at the Hague 
for Mr. Dayrolles, 290. Diſapproves of the taxa- 
tion in Holland called a Free Gift, 296. Ap- 
proves of the negociation with. Rufha, 297. Is 
deſirous of making a ſeparate peace with Spain, 
298, His memorial on the ſtate of Europe and 
England in the year 1748, 300. Reſolves to reſign 
the ſeals, 2300. Anſwers a memorial of the Pruſſian 
miniſter, claiming an exemption for the Pruſſian 
flag from ſearch, &c. 300. Draws up the in— 
ſtructions for Mr. Legge, envoy to the court of 
Berlin, 201. His andience with the king on his 
reſignation of the ſeals to him, and his behaviour 
on that occaſion, 302, 303. Accepts of the office 
of one of the lords of the admiralty for his bro- 

ther 
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ther John Stanhope, 304. Renews his viſits at 
White's, 307, and in the note. Goes to Bath, 307. 
Employs himſelf in building a new houſe, and fur- 
niſhing his library, 308. Viſits lord Pembroke 
at Wilton, 208. Loſes his brother John Stanhope, 
308, His villa at Blackheath, and improvements 
there, 209. His taſte for gardening, 309, 310. 
His connection with Sir Luke Schaub, 310. His 
taſte for pictures, 311. Recommends to his ſon 
the ſtudy of the civil, military, and eccleſiaſtical 
government of Pruſſia, and the reformation of the 
laws introduced there by the king, 312. Appre- 
henſive of his ſon's contracting a fondneſs for muſic, 
313, and in the note. Cautions him againſt the 
impreſſions of irreligion and immorality, 314. Re- 
commends him principally to attend to his ap- 
pearance, elocution, and ſtyle, 214. His correſpon- 
dence with Madame du Bocage, 316. Obtains a 
prebend of Windſor for Mr. Harte, 317, in note 


19. Advice to his ſon, with regard to gallantry 


and diſſimulation, 317, 318, 319. Is diſappointed 


in the hopes of procuring an eſtabliſhment for him 
in the young prince's houſehold, and of his being 
made envoy at Venice, 320, and in the note. His 
bill for the reformation of the Julian calendar, 
and ſpeech on that occaſion, 329—223. His con- 
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cern for the death of lord Bolingbroke, 324. His 


apprehenſion on account of his deafneſs, 32 _ 


His diſappointment on the king's refuſing to nomi- 
nate his ſon envoy at the court of Venice, 325. 
Writes ſeveral eſſays in the periodical paper called 
The World, 327. Sends his ſon to Holland, and 


0 
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to ſome courts of Germany, 328. His diſapproba- 
tion of the repeal of the bill for the naturaliza- 
tion of the Jews, 329. Recommends to his ſon 
the reading of Fra. Paolo's writings, 331. At- 
racked with a rheumatic complaint, 331. Goes to 
Spa, 331. Elected a member of the Academy of 
inſcriptions and belles lettres at Paris, 333. Moves 
for an adjournment in the houſe of peers, upon a 
motion made to addreſs the king not to leave Eng- 
land, 334. Speaks in favour of the fubſidiary treaty 
with the court of Ruſſia, 336. His opinion of pub- 
lic affairs, 337. His apprehenſions of the event 
of the war in the year 1757 and 1758, 340. 
Bad ftate of his health, 344. His attachment to 
Ireland, 348. Receives the account of his ſon's 
death from a lady, who, at the ſame time, declared 
herſelf to be his wife, 351, 352. Adopts the ſon 
of his kinſman, Mr. Stanhope of Mansfield, 332. 
Loſes his brother Sir William Stanhope, 356. His 
death, 356. His character, 357. 

Coalition (Broad- bottom treaty). Account of, 233. 

Codere (the Reverend Mr.). Teaches Mr. Stanhope the 
rudiments of learning, and the principles of mora- 
lity, 281, and in note 45. 

Company (Eaſt India), Eſtabliſhment of at Altena, op- 
poſed, 107. 


Company (South Sea). Inquiry into, 133. 


Contract (Aſſiento). What, 166, and in note 32. 


Craftſman (The). Authors concerned in this paper, 


126, Remarks in it concerning lord Cheſterfield's 
diſmiſſion, 127. 
Grom- 
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Cromwell (Richard, Son of Oliver). His character, 26, 


Culloden (Battle of). 279, and in note 43. 


Cumberland (Puke of). Appointed commander in chicf 
of the confederate army, 243. 


D. 


Dajrolles (James, Eſquire). Reſident at the Hague, ac- 
count of, 100. 

Dayrolles (Solomon, Eſquire). Made Reſident at the 
Hague, 290, and in note 61. Appointed miniſter and 
commiſſary plenipotentiary at the court and congreſs 
at Bruſſels, 323. His marriage, 323. 

Debt (National). Reflection on, 339. 

Dedications, Obſervations on, 276. 

Dettingen (Battle of). Account of, 213, 214. 

D iſannilation, Lord Cheſterfield's opinion of, conſidered, 
318, 319. 

Du-Bocage (Madame). Viſits England. Her reception 
by lord Cheſterield. Account of her letters to him, 
316. 


E. 


Edinburgh. Account of a tumult there, 150. Is made 
an object of parliamentary inquiry, 151, 152. 

Eloquence (Britiſh), Reflections on, 64, 63. Remarks 
on lord Cheſterfeld's, 73, 74+ and note 41. 

Emperor. Death of, and reſlections on it, 1 58, 179. 


England. Invaſion of, attempted by the French, 219, 
20. 


Europe, 
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Europe. State of, in the year 1734, 141—148, and in 
notes 13, 14. Balance of, apparently deſtroyed, 185. 


F. 


Fenelon (Marquis of). Ambaſſador at the Hague from 

the court of France, 102. 

Fontenoy. Battle of, 245—248, and in notes 13, 14. 

Forfeiture (Law of). Debate upon, 221-224. Con- 
ſiderations on; account of the author of that treatiſe, 
221, 222, 223, and note 69. 

France. Conſidered as the miſtreſs of the balance of 
Europe, 186. 

Free Gift (a taxation in Holland). Account of, 2 9 5 
296. 


* 
* 


Gallantry. Lord  Cheſterheld's opinion of, conſidered, 
318, 319. 


Gardening. Lord Cheſterfield's taſte for, 309. 


George (I.). Remarks on his acceſſion to the throne, 45. 
His character and death, 63. 

George (II.) Curious anecdote of, 284, in the note. 
Preſſes lord Cheſterfield to accept of the ſeals, 286. 
Urges him to retain them; and offers a penſion or 
dukedom to him, 303. 

Granville (Earl of). Accepts the ſeals, and reſi igns 
them three days after, 279, 280. 

Grey (Sir James). , Appointed envoy at the court of 

Naples, 326. — 85 
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H. 


Halifax (Marquis of). Account of, and his family, 
21—24, and notes 13, 14, 15. 

Halifax (Earl of). Appointed Jord hentenant of Ire- 
land, 347. His ſpeech, $48. 

Hammond (Anthony, eſquire). His character, 90. 

Hammond (James, eſquire). Account of, go, 91. His 
death and character, 225, and in note 77. 

Hardwicke (Earl of). His character, 152. His anſwer 

to lord Cheſterfield, on the law of forfeiture, 223. 


Harley (Earl of Oxford). Character of, 69, and in note 


- 
Harrington (Lord). Appointed lord lieutenant of Ire- 
land, 286. 


Harte (Mr.). Account of, 283, and in note 48. Cri- 


ticiſm on his ſtyle, 315. Appointed a prebendary of 
Windſor, 317, in note 19. 

Heinſius. His character, 99, and in note 17. 

Holt (Sir John). Anecdote of, 27. 


Hooke (Mr.). Account of. Recommended by lord 


Cheſterfield to write the hiſtory of the duke of 
Marlborough, 203, 204. His reward for that ſervice, 
204. : 


5 


Jeſuits. Their expulſion from France, 349, 350, and 
in note 61. 


John (Duke of Argyll). Character of, 72, „and in 
note 38. 


Vol. I. Aa . 
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L. 


Ligonier (General). Anecdote of, 292. 


Lorrain (Duke of). His acquaintance with lord Cheſ- 
terfield, 120. 


Low Countries. Invaſion of by the French; their fitu- 
ation at that time, 237. 


Lyadell (Richard eſquire). Appointed ſecretary to lord 
Cheſterfield, 25 5. ; 


M. 


Macclesfield (Lord). His ſpeech for the reformation 
of the Julian calendar, 323, and in note 22. 


Maittaire (Mr.). Engaged to inſtruct Mr. e in 
the Latin language, 281. 


e (Duke of). Reſigns, 214, 215, 

— — (Dutcheſs of). Her death, and legacy to 
lord Cheſterfield, 228, Anecdote of, 229, in note 75. 

Melina de Schulenburgh (Counteſs of Walſingham). 


Account of, and her marriage with lord Cheſterfield, 
33, 134, and note 4. 


A General uſe of, 9— 12. 


Miniſter (Pruſſian). His memorial for an exemption of 
ſearch for the Pruſſian flag, 300. 


Monteſquieu. Character of, 83. Anecdote of, 182, 


N. 
Naſh. Anecdote of, 162, 164. | 
Negociation (with Ruſſia), Account of, 297, 298, 


Newcaftle 
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Newcaſtle (Duke of). Conſulted concerning the bill for 
the reformation of the calendar, 321. His obſer- 
vation upon it, 321. | 


O. 
Orange (Prince of). Made Stadtholder, 292. 
P, 


Parliaments. Remarks on their duration, 50, 51. 

Parties. Reflections on, 172. 

Pictures. Lord Cheſterfield's taſte for, 311. 

Pitt (Andrew, the quaker). Anecdote of, 159, iv the 
note. 

Pope (Mr.). Anecdote af 77, in note 49. Remarks 
on his ethic epiſtles, 80. His death and character, 
226, 227. Anecdote of, 227. 

Porteus (Captain). Account of his trial and con- 
demnation, 150. 4 


Prior (Mr.). Account of; refuſes an employment offered 


him by lord Cheſterfield ; dedicates his book on tar- 
water to him, 276, 


Proteſtants. Aſſociation formed by them in Ireland, 


during the rebellion, 267. 
Pruf}ia (King of). Diſpute between him and George Il. 
reconciled by the mediation of lord Cheſterfield, 110. 
Pulteney. Character of, 68. Account of, 192, 193. 


„ 
Rebellion (in Scotland in 1715). Aecount of, 47. 
in 1745). Account of, 232, 253. 


— — — 
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Sandction (Pragmatic). Its object, 115. Rejected by the 
French, 115. 

Saxe (Marſhal). Anecdote of, 291. Makes an irrup- 
tion into Dutch Flanders, and ſubdues the whole 
province, 291. His enterprize on Maeſtricht, 304. 

Scarborough (Earl of). Appointed maſter of the horſe 
to George the Second, 89. Votes in favor of the 
bill for preventing all officers above the rank of 
colonels from being deprived of their commiſſions, 
but by à court martial, 139. Reſigns his place of 
maſter of the horſe, 140, and in the note 9. His 
diſapptobation of the public meaſures ; account of 
his death, 171, 172, 172, and notes 37, 38, 39. 

Schaub (Sir Luke). Account of, 3 10. 

Seals, Reflection on lord: Cheſterficld's e of 
them, 306, 307. 

Seville Treaty. Its object, 105. 

Spain. War proclaimed againſt, 170. 

Stadtholderfhip. Settlement of, in the female line of 
the Orange family, 294. 

Stage. Bill for preventing. any play from being acted 
without the lord chamberlain's licence, 1 54+ A a 
oppoſed by the oppoſition, 154, 155. 

Sar (Karl of). Account of, 48, and in note 8. His 
character, 206, His reſignation, 214. 


Stanbope (General). Appointed ſecretary of ſtate, 42. 


Created viſcount and carl, 52, 54. His death, 58, and 
note 21. 


Stanhape 
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Stanhope Foln (the honourable). Appointed ſecretary 
of embaſly to lord Cheſterfield ; his character, go. 
Made lord of the admiralty, 304. His death, 308. 

Stanhope (Colonel). Created a peer by the title of 
lord Harrington, and appointed ambaſſador to the. 
court of Madrid, 105. Made ſecretary of ſtate, . 4 3+ 

Stanhope (honourable Charles efquire), His 9 80 
148. 

Stanhope (Mr.) Son to lord Cheſterfield, ſent to Weſt. 
minſter ſchool, 281. Sent to travel under the care 
of Mr. Harte, 283. Studies at Lauſanne and Leipſig, 
311, 312. Goes to Dreſden; contracts an; acquain- 
tance with Sir Charles Hanbury Williams envoy 
there, 312. Viſits the court of Berlin; his: recep- 
tion there, 312. Goes to Venice, Rome, and Naples, 
313. His, arrival at Paris, 316. Goes, to Bruſſels, 

and, not, being permitted ta appear at that court, re- 
turns ta Paris, 326. Travels into Holland and fome 
parts of Germany, 328. Choſen. member of parlia- 
ment; his fixſt ſpeecly. in the houſe, of commons, 
333. Goes. in a public character to Ratisbon, 341. 
Returns to London, 343. Is appointed envoy extra- 
ordinary to the court of Dreſden, 342. Vacates his 
ſeat in parliament, 342. Goes to the ſouth of 

France for the recovery of his health, 343. His 


death, 344. . | | 
Stanhope (Sir William). His death, 436. ; 
Stanhope. (hanqurable Philip - Doxmer). See aer | 
field, Earl of. | — — | 


Strafford (Earl of). Account of, 35. 
virictland (the Abbe), Acccunt of, 121, in nate 41. 


Swift 


374 2 TNDEXITQ-: 
Swift (Dean). Anecdote of, o, in note 50, His 
death, 261. 


T. 


Tabernega * de). Account of that nobleman, 
299 

Townſhend (Lord). Made ſecretary of ſtate, es 39. 
Character of, 72. 

Treaty (Convention). Account of, 167. 


U * 
S % + 
* 


pille (Abbe de la). His character, 240, 241, and in 
notes 8, 9. | * N 
United Provinces. Account of the nature of their go- 
vernment, 96—99; and notes 9—15. State of, in 
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